
 

Sixth Grade Social Studies Primary Documents and 

Supporting Texts 

Teacher’s Guide: Helpful strategies form the Library of Congress to help students analyze primary 

resources. 

Document Analysis Worksheets: Analysis worksheets were designed and developed by the 

Education Staff of the National Archives and Records Administration. You may find these 

worksheets useful as you introduce students to various documents. 

 Primary Source Analysis Tool, a.k.a. Analysis Tool for Students (for all kinds of primary 

sources) 

o Interactive, Web-based format 

o Writable, printable PDF format 

Human Origins in Africa through the Neolithic Age 
Primary Documents and Supporting Texts to Read: Digital collections of early 

African art and tools, including cave paintings and spears [rock art] 

African World Heritage Sites http://www.africanworldheritagesites.org/  

What it means to be human by the Smithsonian Institute 

http://humanorigins.si.edu/  

Mesopotamia 
Primary Documents and Supporting Texts to Read: excerpts from the Epic of 

Gilgamesh; digital collections of the ancient Mesopotamian plow, wheel, sailboat, 

cuneiform tablets, and the stylus 

Ancient Egypt 
Primary Documents and Supporting Texts to Read: Digital collections of 

Egyptian Pyramids, including the Pyramids and Sphinx at Giza; digital collections 

of the Pyramid Texts on the wall of the burial chamber of the Pyramid of Teti, 

Saqqara; digital collections of documents written on papyri 

Ancient India 
Primary Documents and Supporting Texts to Read: excerpts from the epic 

Hindu literature Bhagavad Gita; excerpts from Ramayana; excerpts from 

Mahabharata 

Primary Documents and Supporting Texts to Read: excerpts from Hindu 

Search for Divine Reality: excerpts from The Upanishads; excerpts from the 

Buddha’s Two Lessons 

Ancient China 
Primary Documents and Supporting Texts to Read: excerpts from The 

Mandate of Heaven: The Classic of History; excerpts from Confucius’ The Analects, 

excerpts from The Lament of the Nomad Flute by Lady Wenji 

Ancient Israel 
Primary Documents and Supporting Texts to Read: excerpts from the Tanach, 

Hebrew Bible, the Torah, and the Dead Sea Scrolls 

Ancient Greece 
Primary Documents and Supporting Texts to Read: excerpts from Homer’s 

Iliad and the Odyssey; excerpts from Pericles’ Funeral Oration; excerpts from 

http://www.loc.gov/teachers/usingprimarysources/resources/Analyzing_Primary_Sources.pdf
http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets/
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/primary-source-analysis-tool/
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/usingprimarysources/resources/Primary_Source_Analysis_Tool.pdf
http://humanorigins.si.edu/resources/intro-human-evolution
http://africanrockart.org/
http://www.africanworldheritagesites.org/
http://humanorigins.si.edu/
http://www.mesopotamia.co.uk/menu.html
http://www.mesopotamia.co.uk/geography/story/sto_set.html
http://www.aina.org/books/eog/eog.pdf
http://www.aina.org/books/eog/eog.pdf
http://www.machine-history.com/The%20Plow
http://www.ancient.eu/image/2830/
http://www.ancient.eu/cuneiform/
http://www.ancientegypt.co.uk/menu.html
http://www.ancient.eu/giza/
http://www.touregypt.net/featurestories/tetip.htm
http://www.ancient.eu/Step_Pyramid_of_Djoser/
http://www.ancientindia.co.uk/
http://www.learner.org/courses/worldlit/gita/read/
http://www.sacred-texts.com/hin/rama/
http://www.sacred-texts.com/hin/m01/
http://college.cengage.com/history/world/bulliet/earth_peoples/2e/students/primary/upanishads.htm
http://college.cengage.com/history/world/bulliet/earth_peoples/2e/students/primary/upanishads.htm
http://www.sacred-texts.com/hin/sbe01/sbe01001.htm
http://college.cengage.com/history/world/bulliet/earth_peoples/2e/students/primary/twolessons.htm
http://www.ancientchina.co.uk/menu.html
http://acc6.its.brooklyn.cuny.edu/~phalsall/texts/shu-jing.html
http://acc6.its.brooklyn.cuny.edu/~phalsall/texts/shu-jing.html
http://afe.easia.columbia.edu/special/china_1000bce_confucius_say.htm
http://kids.asiasociety.org/stories/lady-wenji-and-lament-nomad-flute
http://www.torahtruth.org/important-quotes/
http://www.ancientgreece.co.uk/
http://classics.mit.edu/Homer/iliad.html
http://classics.mit.edu/Homer/odyssey.html
http://legacy.fordham.edu/Halsall/ancient/pericles-funeralspeech.asp
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Alexander by Plutarch; excerpts from Aesop’s Fables (or the Aesopica); excerpts 

from Aristotle’s The Athenian Constitution; excerpts from The Battle of Marathon; 

excerpts from Everyday Life in Ancient Greece (4th Century BC) 

Ancient Rome 
Primary Documents and Supporting Texts to Read: excerpts from Roman 

Literature, including Ovid’s Metamorphoses, excerpts from the Dead Sea Scrolls, 

excerpts from The Essenes' Manual of Discipline, excerpts from Plutarch’s The 

Assassination of Julius Caesar, (44 BC), excerpts from Plutarch’s writings on 

Spartacus and Seneca’s descriptions of gladiators; excerpts from the New 

Testament 

 

Items to view: art sculptures depicting Romulus and Remus, Ancient bust of Julius 

Caesar, discovered by French archaeologist divers scouring the bottom of the Rhône 

in the southern town of Arles, which Caesar founded in 46 B.C., digital collections of 

authentic ancient Roman Art and Architecture, including: the Colosseum, arches, 

arenas, aqueducts, baths, and bridges 

 

http://legacy.fordham.edu/Halsall/ancient/plutarch-alexander1.asp
http://read.gov/aesop/
http://classics.mit.edu/Aristotle/athenian_const.html
http://www.eyewitnesstohistory.com/marathon.htm
http://www.eyewitnesstohistory.com/ancientgreece.htm
http://classics.mit.edu/Ovid/metam.html
http://dss.collections.imj.org.il/
http://www.essene.com/History&Essenes/md.htm
http://legacy.fordham.edu/halsall/ancient/plutarch-caesar.asp
http://legacy.fordham.edu/halsall/ancient/plutarch-caesar.asp
http://legacy.fordham.edu/Halsall/ancient/slavery-romrep1.asp
http://legacy.fordham.edu/Halsall/ancient/slavery-romrep1.asp
http://www.eyewitnesstohistory.com/gladiators.htm
http://www.usccb.org/bible/matthew/5
http://www.usccb.org/bible/matthew/5
http://www.ancient.eu/Romulus_and_Remus/
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2008/05/080516-AP-caesar.html
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2008/05/080516-AP-caesar.html
http://www.ancient.eu/Roman_Sculpture/
http://www.ancient.eu/Roman_Architecture/
http://www.ancient.eu/Colosseum/
http://www.ancient.eu/aqueduct/
http://www.ancient.eu/article/635/
http://www.ancient.eu/aqueduct/
http://www.ancient.eu/Roman_Baths/
http://etc.ancient.eu/2014/12/20/roman-bridges-in-provence-france/

