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The problem with conventional textbooks

The problem with conventional textbooks is thath&en have the following goals.

1. They want readers to be able to use functionalpatite Japanese as quickly as possible.
2. They don't want to scare readers away with tengfylapanese script and Chinese characters.
3. They want to teach you how to say English phrasdspanese.

Traditionally with romance languages such as Spatiiese goals presented no problems or were raierakidue to
the similarities to English. However, because Japaiis different in just about every way down ® fiimdamental
ways of thinking, these goals create many of thdusing textbooks you see on the market today. Hneysually
filled with complicated rules and countless numtiegrammar for specific English phrases. They alzatain almost
no kanji and so when you finally arrive in Japanahd behold, you discover you can't read menups
essentially anything at all because the book ddcygde weren't smart enough to memorize Chineseachers.

The root of this problem lies in the fact that thésxtbooks try to teach you Japanese with Englieky want to
teach you on the first page how to say, "Hi, my easnSmith," but they don't tell you about all d@réitrary decisions
that were made behind your back. They probablyd#etio use the polite form even though learningptige form
before the dictionary form makes no sense. Thaymlght have decided to include the subject evendh it's not
necessary and excluded most of the time. In faetirtost common way to say something like "My nasr®@mith" in
Japanese is to say "am Smith". That's becauseahtis information is understood from the contexd & therefore
excluded. But does the textbook explain the wayghiwork in Japanese fundamentally? No, becaug#aheo

busy trying to push you out the door with "usefoltifases right off the bat. The result is a confyisness of "use this
if you want to say this" type of text and the raaddeft with a feeling of confusion about howrths actuallywork.

The solution to this problem is to explain Japarfes® a Japanese point of view. Take Japanesexqidie how it

works and forget about trying to force what you Wwansay in English into Japanese. To go along thiih it is also
important to explain things in an order that madesse in Japanese. If you need to know [A] in ordemnderstand
[B], don't cover [B] first just because you wantiéach a certain phrase.

Essentially, what we need islapaneseguide to learning Japanese grammar.

A Japanese guide to learning Japanese grammar

This guide is an attempt to systematically buildhg grammatical structures that make up the Japdaaguage in a
way that makes sense in Japanese. It may not tectigal tool for quickly learning immediately useflapanese
phrases (for example, common phrases for travelvdyer, it will logically create grammatical buitdj blocks that
will result in a solid grammatical foundation. Rbose of you who have learned Japanese from telksbgou may
see some big differences in how the material iemd and presented. This is because this guiderbegek to
forcibly create artificial ties between English atapanese by presenting the material in a waynhkes sense in
English. Instead, examples with translations withw how ideas are expressed in Japanese resuitgigpler
explanations that are easier to understand.
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In the beginning, the English translations for éxamples will also be as literal as possible tovegrihe Japanese
sense of the meaning. This will often result inngnaatically incorrect translations in English. Feample, the
translations might not have a subject because éapaloes not require one. In addition, since ttides "the" and
"a" do not exist in Japanese, the translationsmaillhave them as well. And since Japanese doatististguish
between a future action and a general statemecth @1l will go to the store” vs. "l go to the &), no distinction
will necessarily be made in the translation. i hope that the explanation of the examples witivey an accurate
sense of what the sentences actually niedapanese Once the reader becomes familiar and comfortiding

in Japanese, the translations will be less literakder to make the sentences more readable anddd on the more
advanced topics.

Be aware that there are advantages and disadvarttaggstematically building a grammatical foundatirom the
ground up. In Japanese, the most fundamental gréicaheoncepts are the most difficult to grasp gremost
common words have the most exceptions. This méedshe hardest part of the language will come. firextbooks
usually don't take this approach; afraid that Wilsscare away or frustrate those interested enlimguage. Instead,
they try to delay going deeply into the hardestjegation rules with patchwork and gimmicks so ttiaty can start
teaching useful expressions right away. (I'm tajldbout the past-tense conjugation for verbs itiquaar) This is a
fine approach for some, however; it can create rnondusion and trouble along the way much likeding a house
on a poor foundation. The hard parts must be cavweoematter what. However, if you cover them inlteginning,
the easier bits will be all that easier becausglthi nicely on top of the foundation you haveil. Japanese is
syntactically much more consistent than Englislyoli learn the hardest conjugation rules, mosewofaining
grammar builds upon similar or identical rules. Timty difficult part from there on is sorting outdiremembering
all the various possible expressions and combinatiie order to use them in the correct situations.

¥ Before you start using this guide, please notehktbrackets like thesé; are the Japanese version of quotation
marks.

What is not covered in this guide?

The primary principle in deciding what to covettlis guide is by asking myself, "What cannot bekExbup in a
dictionary?" or "What is poorly explained in a dactary?" In working on this guide, it soon becarppaxrent that it
was not possible to discuss the unique properfieach individual word that doesn't correspond welEnglish. (I
tried making vocabulary lists but soon gave up.g&3wnally, there will be a description of the prdijes of specific
words when the context is appropriate and the ptg®exceptional enough. However, in generakria the
nuance of each and every word is left to the redémrexample, you will not see an explanation thatword for
"tall" can either mean tall or expensive, or thditty" can mean sneaky or unfair but cannot meanaéy perverted.
The edict dictionary, which can be foundre(mirrors also available) is an extensive dictigndwat not only
contains much more entries than conventional diati@s in bookstores, it also often contains exaraphtences. It
will help you learn vocabulary much better thawérecould. | also suggest not wasting any monelugiing a
Japanese-English, English-Japanese paper dictiasanost currently in print in the US market aresfutly
inadequate. (Wow, it's free and it's better! Renangone of open-source?)

Suggestions

My advice to you when practicing Japanese: if yiad fyourself trying to figure out how to say an Hsig thought in
Japanese, save yourself the trouble and quit begauswon't get it right almost 100% of the timeauyshould
always keep this in mindf you don't know how to say it already, then you @n't know how to say it.Instead, if
you can, ask someone right away how to say it fimdase including a full explanation of its use stadt you
practicefrom Japanese Language is not a math problem; you don't havigtwe out the answer. If you practice
from the answer, you will develop good habits thdt help you formulate correct and natural Japassntences.

This is why I'm a firm believer of learning by exale. Examples and experience will be your maing@olmastering
Japanese. Therefore, even if you don't get songetumpletely the first time right away, just moveand keep
referring back as you see more examples. Thisalgiv you to get a better sense of how it's usedany different
contexts. Unfortunately, writing up examples tatie® and is slow going. (I'm trying my best!) Butky for you,
Japanese is everywhere, especially on the webohmmend practicing Japanese as much as possiblefandng to
this guide only when you cannot understand the gramThe Internet alone has a rich variety of negdnaterials
including websites, bulletin boards, and onlinetcBalying Japanese books or comic books is alsexaallent (and
fun) way to increase vocabulary and practice raadkills. Also, | believe that it isnpossibleto learn correct
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speaking and listening skills without a model. Bcatg listening and speaking skills with fluentesyixers of

Japanese israustif you wish to master conversational skills. WHitgening materials such as tapes and T.V. can be
very educational, there is nothing better thanshliaman with which to learn pronunciation, intéoaf and natural
conversation flow. If you have specific questidnattare not addressed in this guide, you can distiesn at the
Japanese grammar guide forum.

www.guidetojapanese.org/forum/

Don't feel discouraged by the vast amount of malténat you will need to master. Remember, every werd or
grammar learned is one step closer to masterin@atigriage!

Requirements

Since Japanese is written in Japanese in this gaglié should be and NOT in romaji) your browserstrbe able to
display Japanese fonts.[iE A/[Z% [Z ] does not look likd — A.[Z5 13 (minus differences in fonts), then you need
to install Japanese language support or use sardeokigateway to convert the characters. Linksistructions and a
translation gateway are below.

Japanese Language Support
Translation GatewagConsiderably slower)

Also, please make sure you have a recent browsstjoy all the benefits of stylesheets. | recomniéinefox.

Don't worry about having to manually look up aktkanji and vocabulary. You can go to iV\WJDIC and paste
all the examples there to quickly look up mostraf words.

All the material presented here including exampesriginal except for some of the common termiggland when
explicitly stated otherwise. | hope you enjoy thisde as much as | enjoyed writing it. Which is#y, frustrating
and time-consuming yet somehow strangely mixed aitlenormous feeling of satisfaction.

There are bound to be (many) small errors and tggpscially since | wrote this in ed, haha, judtkig! (Sorry,
nerd joke). | actually wrote this in Notepad whitds no spellcheck, so please forgive the numeymast Please
post any feedback, corrections, and/or suggestibtieJapanese Grammar Guide Forum

Well, no more chit-chat. Happy learning!

-Tae Kim

SOME RIEHTE RESERVED

This work is licensed underGreative Commons License
Copyright © 2003-2007 Tae Kim (taekim.japanese AT booan)
Report a correction or suggestion for this page

This page has last been revised on 2005/6/8
Changed feedback from email to the forum (2005/6/8)
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The Japanese Writing System

Japanese (n): The devil's own tongue designed
to thwart the spread of Christianity

The Alphabets

Japanese consists of two alphabets (or kana) dalaganaandkatakana which are two versions of the same set of
sounds in the language. Hiragana and katakanastais little less than 50 "letters", which ar¢uadly simplified
Chinese characters adopted to form a phonetic agtha

Chinese characters, callkdnji in Japanese, are also heavily used in the Japamgs®y. Most of the words in the
Japanese written language are written in kanjifspuerbs, adjectives). There exists over 40,00§ k&nere about
2,000 represent over 95% of characters actuallgl ursrritten text. There are no spaces in Japasesan;ji is
necessary in distinguishing between separate wuittg a sentence. Kaniji is also useful for disénating between
homophones, which occurs quite often given thetéichnumber of distinct sounds in Japanese.

Hiragana is used mainly for grammatical purposes. WM see this as we learn about particles. Wovils
extremely difficult or rare kaniji, colloquial exm®ons, and onomatopoeias are also written in &ragit's also often
used for beginning Japanese students and childrgiace of kanji they don't know.

While katakana represents the same sounds as m#agé mainly used to represent newer words meaofrom
western countries (since there are no kanji aswatisith words based on the roman alphabet). TRetheee
sections will cover hiragana, katakana, and kaniji.

Intonation

As you will find out in the next section, every caeter in hiragana (and the katakana equivalemtgsponds to a
[vowel] or [consonant + vowel] syllable sound witie single exception of tHeA, ] andl> | character (more on this
later). This system of letter for each syllablersbmakes pronunciation absolutely clear with noigmibes.
However, the simplicity of this system does not mewsat pronunciation in Japanese is simple. In thetrigid
structure of the fixed syllable sound in Japanesates the problem of intonation in place of tHédilties that exist
in separate consonant and vowel alphabets sudte &glish alphabet.

Intonation of high and low pitches is a crucialedof the spoken language. For example, homophmarebave
different pitches of low and high resulting in abtly differently sounding of the word even ifig written with the
same sounds. The largest barrier to proper andalaounding speech is incorrect intonation. Matglents often
speak without paying attention to the correct eratiun of pitches making speech sound unnatural ¢thssic
foreigner's accent). It is not practical to memeigz attempt to logically create rules for pitchespecially since it
can change depending on the context or the didléetonly practical approach is to get the gensrake of pitches
by mimicking native Japanese speakers with cahsteining and practice.

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Lessons covered in this section

e Hiragana- The main Japanese phonetic alphabet. It is msedly for grammatical
purposes. It can also be used to show the readimaife or obsolete kanji or as a substitute
altogether. This lesson will go over all the lettar hiragana.

o Katakana An alphabet used generally to distinguish notiveavords that does not have
any kanji associated with it. This lesson will geepall the letters in katakana.

e Kanji - An adoption of the Chinese writing system fopal@ese. This lesson describes some
general properties of kanji as well as some strasefgr learning kanji (correctly).

...........................................................................................................
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What is Hiragana?
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Hiragang is the basic Japanese phonetic alphabet. It repieesvery sound in the Japanese language. Thergtar
can theoretically write everything in hiragana. Haer, because Japanese is written with no spdiesyitl create

nearly indecipherable text.

Here is a table of hiragana and similar-soundingliEh consonant-vowel pronunciations. It is readadown and
right to left, which is how most Japanese booksnartten. In Japanese, writing the strokes in therect order and
direction is important, especially for kanji. Besathandwritten letters look slightly different fragped letters (just
like how 'a’ looks totally different when typed)wwill want to find a source such as a websiteegtltook that will
show you how to write the characters. | must atsess the importance of correctly learning hownanpunce each
sound. Since every word in Japanese is composiesé sounds, learning an incorrect pronunciatom fetter can
severely damage the very foundation on which yeangpnciation lies.

Hiragana Table 1

<

m

h

n

N

ES

(&

s

Hy

L

»* Y BV I B e E D
N /S\ O =

50 L >Hm 2T <3
2* H ~ R T & T+
= A & b F0E F B

* = obsolete (ie no longer used)

Hiragana is not too tough to master or teach aradrasult, there are a variety of web sites anel fregrams that are
already available on the web. I strongly urge ymgd to thisveb siteto hear the pronunciations of each character.
The relevant sections are 2.1 to 2.11. | also sstggeording yourself and comparing the soundsakensure you're

getting it right.

When practicing writing hiragana by hand, the intpot thing to remember is that the stroke orderdirettion of
the strokesnatter. There, | underlined, italicized, bolded, and Hhigted it to boot. Trust me, you'll eventuallydin
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out why when you read other people's hasty notgsatte nothing more than chicken scrawls. The timhg that will
help you is that everybody writes in the same oethel so the "flow" of the characters is fairly dstent. Istrongly
recommend that you pay close attention to strolerdirom the beginning starting with hiragana toidvfalling into

bad habits. Go to thiseb siteto see little animated gifs of stroke order aractice from there.

¥ As an aside, an old Japanese poem called (3 | was often used as the base for ordering of traghina
alphabet until recent times. The poem containsyesiagle letter of the hiragana alphabet except fou which
probably did not exist at the time it was writt&ou can check out this poem for yourseltlins wikipedia article As
the article mentions, this order is still sometimeed in ordering lists so you may want to spemdestime checking

it out.

...........................................................................................................

1. ExceptforfLJ. 5], ID21, andl A . you can get a sense of how each letter is
pronounced by matching the consonant on the topadie vowel. For exampléz |
would become / ki / antrp | would become / yu / and so on.

2. Go to thisweb siteto hear the pronunciations of each hiragana charathe relevant

sections are from 2.1 to 2.11.

3. As you can see, not all sounds match the way awsamant system works. As written in the
table,l' % | is pronounced "chi" antD> | is pronounced "tsu".

more of a roll and a clip by hitting the roof ofuramouth with your tongue. Pay careful

attention to that whole column.

5. Pay careful attention to the difference betweesu/tand / su /.

. Thel A/ character is a special character because itetyrased by itself and does not
have a vowel sound. It is attached to another cherdo add a / n / sound. For example,
A A ] becomes 'kan' instead of 'Kegk A1 becomes 'man' instead of 'ma’, and so on and so

(o2}

forth.

7. You must learn the correct stroke order and dioattGo to thisveb siteto learn.

: 4. The/r/or/1/soundin Japanese is quite déffi from any sound in English. It involves

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Muddied Sounds

Once you memorize all the characters in the hiragdphabet you're done learning the alphabet budlhthe
sounds. There are five more possible consonandsahat are possible by either affixing two tinyels similar to a
double quotation mark callethkuten(;& ) or a tiny circle callethandakuten(# & =) . This essentially creates a
"muddy" or less clipped version of the consonastifhically called a voiced consonant ¢l 1, which literally

means to become muddy).

All the possible combinations of muddied consorsminds are given in the table below.

Muddied Consonant Sounds

P

b

z

g

=S

(&

-
Y

o] > g l: >

oo a | G s

~O0 ~ ﬁ 4 >
A | O (dzu) T <
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X x| & £ Z o

1. Go to thisweb siteagain to hear the pronunciations of these newdsurhe relevant parts
are at the end of sections 2.2, 2.3, 2.4, and 2.6.

2. Notice thatl % | sounds essentially identical k& | and both are pronounced as / ji /, while
3] is pronounced like / dzu /.

The Small Tx°), ¥, and k]

You can also combine a consonant with a / ya /yai//sound by attaching a smbe&>], I . orlT k] tothe/i/
vowel character of each consonant.

All possible smalk, | and& combinations

P b j g r m h n C S K

U U Lo Eo Yo Hv Ve [TH B Ly Ev ya

Uw (U L T Y & U 12 B L Z=p yu

Uk Uk Lk T YUk H& | Uk 2k | Bk L& F& | yo

1. The above table is the same as before. Match thedwsonants to the vowel sound on the
right. Ex: &+ = kya.

2. Go to thisweb siteagain to hear the pronunciations of these newdsurhe author has
decided to includéB 1. I'51 |, andl'5 & | but these combinations are actually never
used in favor of L+ |, TCw 1. andl L& 1.

3. Also note that sincél ] is pronounced / ji /, all the smdl> ). TP 1. Tk | sounds are also
based off of that, namely; / jya/jyu/ jyo /.

4. The same thing also applies[t | which becomes / cha / chu / cho / ardl which
becomes / sha / shu / sho /. (Though arguablycgoustill think of it as / sya / syu / syo /.)

The Small (2]

A smalll D] is inserted between two characters to carry tisaoant sound of the second character to the end of
the first. For example, if you inserted a smiat} | betweerl Uf] andl' < to makel U<, the / k / consonant sound
is carried back to the end of the first charaatgerbduce "bikku". Similarly[ [&->(% ] becomes "happal »><J
becomes "rokku" and so on and so forth. | haveigemymy own simplenp3 file to illustrate the sound difference
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betweerl £,&1 andl2o& . And in case you're wondering, both are actuadwand yes, both mean different
things.

1. Asmalll D] is used to carry the consonant sound of the secloachcter to the end of the
first. Ex: TA3>&F ] = "gakki".

2. Download thismp3 fileto hear the difference betwebh& ] andl£o&1.

3. The addition of another consonant almost alwayatessthe characteristic clipping sound.
But make sure you're clipping with the right coraoin(the consonant of the second
character).

The Long Vowel Sound

Whew! You're almost done. In this last portion, wié go over the long vowel sound which is simpktending the
duration of a vowel sound. You can extend the vaseeind of a character by adding eith& 1. Lyl or 5]
depending on the vowel in accordance to the folhgwahart.

Extending Vowel Sounds

Vowel Sound | Extended by
lal &
lilel (A
lulol 2

For example, if you wanted to create an extendegel/eound frond 5, you would add & | to creatd m\# J.
Other examples would includeE — E0V ], < <5, Tl - (LM, T2 - 25, & - &% and so on. The
reasoning for this is quite simple. Try sayintp | andl # 1 separately. Then say them in succession as fgsias
can. You'll notice that soon enough, it just souitdsyou're dragging out the / ka / for a longeration than just
saying / ka / by itself. You can try this exercigi¢gh the other vowel sounds if you like. Try to rember that you are,
in fact, saying two characters with blurred bounstarin fact, you may not even have to consciotishk about long
vowels and simply pronounce the letters togethérkijuto get the correct sound.

In addition, while the / e / vowel sound followeg 4,1 | is usually considered to a long vowel sound, the
pronunciation is actually a slurred connectionha&f te / and / i / vowel sounds. In other wordshituld be
pronounced like / ay / (as in "acorn") and not pustng / e /.

It's important to make sure you hold the vowel sblamg enough because you can be saying thing$Hike" (Z2)
instead of "High School{Z5Z5) or "middle-aged lady(3 XX A) instead of "grandmothel & (£#H A/ if you
don't stretch it out correctly!

There are rare exceptions where an / e / voweld@uextended by addifgz 1 or an / o / vowel sound is extended
by % 1. Some examples of this inclufigstaz A 1. TEHL 1. andl EEHEL ). Pay careful attention to these
exceptions but don't worry, there aren't too marpem.

SOME RIGHTS RESERVED
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Hiragana Outlined Practice
2. Hiragana Free Form Practice

Fill in the Hiragana Chart

Though | already mentioned that there are mang sitel helper programs for learning hiragana, Irédu should
put in some exercises of my own in the interestamfipleteness. I've removed the obsolete charagiters you won't
need to know them. | suggest playing around wiik ¢hart and a scrap piece of paper to test yoowladge of
hiragana.

Click on theflip link to show or hide each character.

Hiragana Table

n w r 'y m h n |t |s Kk

| a

fip | fip | fiip | fip | fiip | fip | fiip | fip | fip | fip | flip
. i

flip fip | fip | fip | fip | fip | fiip | fip
| u

fip | fip | fip | fip | fip | fiip | flip | fiip | fip
_ e

flip fip | flip | fip | fip | fiip | fiip | fip
| 0

fip | fip | fip | fip | fip | fip | fiip | flip | fiip | fip
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Hiragana Writing Practice

In this section, we will practice writing some werith hiragana. This is the only part of this guideere we will be
using the English alphabet to represent Japaneselsol've added bars between each letter to préven
ambiguities that is caused by romaji such as Y@t /s "u | nyo". Don't get too caught up in thenegi spellings.
Remember, the whole point is to test your aural orgmwith hiragana. | hope to replace this with sbimthe future
to remove the use of romaji altogether.

Hiragana Writing Exercise 1
Sample:ta | be | mo | nes f=RE£M

.ku | ru|ma =

.a|shi|ta
.ko|ku|se|ki =

.0|su|shi =

.ta| be|ru =

.wal|ka|ra|na|F

.salzu|ke|ru =

1| ku|tsu =

© 00 N o 0o M W DN P

.talchi|yo|mi =

10. mo | no | ma | ne=

11.hi|gal|e|n =

12. pon | zu =
13. hi|ru| me|shi=
14. re | ki | shi =
15.fu|yu|ka|i =

More Hiragana Writing Practice

Now we're going to move on to practice writing maa with the smal>1, TP 1, T &1 . and the long vowel
sound. For the purpose of this exercise, | will denoteltrg vowel sound as—" and leave you to figure out with
hiragana to use based on the letter preceding it.

Hiragana Writing Exercise 2
Sample:jyu | gyo— = LT LS
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l.nu|ru|i]o]|cha =
2. kyu— | kyo | ku =
3.un|yo—|jo— | ho— =
4. byo— | do—

5.jyo— | to— | shu | dan =
6. gyu— | nyu— =
7.sho— | rya | ku =
8. hya|ku|nen|ha|yaH
9.s0|tsu|gye |shi|ki =
10. to— | nyo— | byo— =
11. mu | ryo—

12. myo— | ji

13. 0 | ka | san =

14. ro— | nin

15.ryu— |ga|ku|se|i =

...........................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................

Hiragana Reading Practice

Now let's practice reading some hiragana. | wapiicularly focus on correctly reading the snl 2] (by
correctly carrying over the previous consonantnBmber to not get too caught up in the unavoidable
inconsistencies of romaji. The point is to checletider you can figure out how it's supposed to saarydur mind.

Hiragana Reading Exercise
Sample: &o71= = totta

1. FRO>MNATE
2. [F2U&LSFoh =
3. B&2HA

4. O»oL

5. 8270 =
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6. [ToB <L
7. LolELy

8. bW I&IFAIR

9. X0 HY

10

L&obpd
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Outline

1. What is Katakana?
2. The Long Vowel Sound

3. TheSmall 7. 4. ™. I, 7%

4. Some examples of words in katakan

What is Katakana?

As mentioned befordatakanais mainly used for words imported from foreigndaages. It can also be used to
emphasize certain words similar to the functioitadfcs. For a more complete list of usages, refer tothiepedia

entry on katakana

Katakana represents the same set of phonetic sagrusagana except, of course, all the charaaterdifferent.
Since foreign words must fit into this set of [conants+vowel] combinations, they undergo many eddibanges
resulting in the case where English speakers aadérstand words that are supposed to have beedi&rom
English! As a result, the use of katakana is exétgrdifficult for English speakers because theyestfEnglish
words to sound like... well... English. Insteadsibetter to completely forget the original Englisord, and treat the
word as an entirely separate Japanese word, ofepoiu can run into the habit of saying Englishdsowith

English pronunciations (whereupon a Japanese penagror may not understand what you are saying).

Katakana Table

n w | r 'y m ) h|n | t|s Kk
Yy 97 3 Y 2N F B2 Y AT
F* 1) SN = A
VL7 XY R T
z* L AN T ST I
7 3 € &K /| VvV 3alF

* = obsolete or rarely used

Katakana is significantly tougher to master comg@aoehiragana because it is only used for certairdgand you
don't get nearly as much practice as you do witéigaina. To learn the proper stroke order (andygasneed to),

here is the same web site as before except it isatakana

Also, since Japanese doesn't have any spaces,s@séte symbal - | is used to show the spaces Ilkav> 7>
k-B—JL ] for "rock and roll". Using the symbol is complsteiptional so sometimes nothing will be used at all
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. All the sounds are identical to what they wereHimagana.
. As you will find out later, sincé% | is only ever used as a particle and all partiatesin

hiragana, you will almost never need to US&l and therefore it can be safely ignored.
(Unless you are reading very old telegrams or soimgf)

. The four characters |, I 1, "Y1, andl'V/ ] are fiendishly similar to each other.

Basically, the difference is that the first two amere "horizontal" than the second two. The
little lines are slanted more horizontally and lilveg line is drawn in a curve from bottom
to top. The second two have almost vertical liittes and the long line doesn't curve as
much as it is drawn from top to bottom. It is altlilse a slash while the former is more
like an arc. These characters are hard to sordmdirequire some patience and practice.

4. The characterb/ ], I A], andl X ] are also something to pay careful attention tayels
as,l[Z1.T7 ], andl]. Yes, they all look very similar. No, | can't dayshing about it.

5. You must learn the correct stroke order and dioettGo to thisweb siteto learn.

6. Sometimesd - | is used to denote what would be spaces in English.

The Long Vowel Sound

Everything else works exactly the same way as himagyou just need to substitute the equivaleaiikeata

characters. However, one thing that is differeth#& long vowels have been radically simplifiekkatakana. Instead
of having to muck around thinking about vowel saairall long vowel sounds are denoted by a simpéh tilke so:

...........................................................................................................

Summary

1. All long vowel sounds in katakana are denoted bgsh. For example, "cute" would be
written in katakana like sd:3F2—H J.

The Small (7, 1.V, =, 7|

Due to the limitations of the sound set in hiragesmane new combinations have been devised oveetirs to
account for sounds that were not originally in Jags®. Most notable is the lack of the / ti / daid @ tu / du / sounds
(because of the / chi / tsu / sounds), and thedéthke / f / consonant sound exceptfar]. The /sh/j/ch/
consonants are also missing for the / e / vowehdolihe decision to resolve these deficienciestavasld small
versions of the five vowel sounds. This has alsenlaone for the / w / consonant sound to replae®kisolete
characters. In addition, the convention of usirglitile double slashes on they | vowel (*9) with the small 7.

4. I, 7 to designate the / v/ consonant has also beabhlissted but it's not often used probably due ¢oféct
that Japanese people still have difficulty prondnigé v /. For instance, while you may guess thvaliime" would be
pronounced with a / v / sound, the Japanese haeel épr the easier to pronounce "bolunfei!) 2 —.L). In the
same way, vodka is written as "wokk&y+v7#) and notfl J4w7 1. You can write "violin" as eithdr/ X141 |

or IJ7A41) 1. It really doesn't matter however because almbgtpanese people will pronounce it with a / b /
sound anyway. The following table shows the adaeshds that were lacking with a highlight. Other rsdsithat
already existed are reused as appropriate.
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Y W f ch d t j sh
Jr 7 T FY A2 Uv Uy
D4\ 94|94 | F | T« |74 | Y | ¥
J 9 7 Fa kY by P2 a
|9z |Jx |Fx | T | T | x|z
JA O+ T+ F3a K | b D3 i3

1. Notice that there is no / wu / sound. For exanble katakana for "woman" is written as

"u-man" (O—<3).

2. While the / tu / sound (as in "too") can technigdié produced given the rulesldsy |,
foreign words that have become popular before tkesads were available simply used /
tsu / to make do. For instance, "tool" is stit/—)JL | and "tour" is similarly still*y7—].

3. Back in the old days, without these new soundsetiv@s no choice but to just take
characters off the regular table without regardafciual pronunciation. On old buildings,
you may still seé £ JLF >4 | instead of the modern spellifgg JL7 >4 1. Incidentally,
this is the case for the old Shin-Maru buildingossrfrom Tokyo Station where | work. It
is, however, soon slated for a complete rebuildwedvill be moving out shortly.
Ironically, Shin-Maru(#r#L) has the character for "new" in it (the originakomas rebuilt

and is now newer).

Some examples of words in katakana

Translating English words into Japanese is a kttaakrequires quite a bit of practice and luck.ghee you a sense
of how English words become 'Japanified’, hereagieav examples of words in katakana. Sometimesvtrds in

katakana may not even be correct English or halifexent meaning from the English word it's supgub$o

represent. Of course, not all katakana words atigetbfrom English.
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Sample Katakana Words

English Japanese
America TA)H
Russia AY7
cheating A =>% (cunning)
tour VT —

company employe% B31)—< > (salary man)

Mozart E—Y7ILL

car horn 9359332 (klaxon)

sofa JI7orJ)Ir7—
Halloween NAJ—2

French fries 754 RRTh (fried potato)
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Outline

Fill in the Katakana Chart
Katakana Writing Practice
More Katakana Writing Practice
Changing English words to katakana
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PDF Printout

=

Katakana Outlined Practice
2. Katakana Free Form Practice

Fill in the Katakana Chart

Here is the katakana chart you can use to helysestmemory. ThéZ | has been removed since you'll never need
it.

Click on theflip link to show or hide each character.

Katakana Table

n w r y m h nj|t|s Kk

| a

fip | fiip | fip | fip | flip | fip | fip | flip | fip | flip | fip
i

flip fip | fiip | fip | fip | fiip | fiip | flip
_ u

fip | fiip | fip | fip | flip | flip | flip | fiip | flip
e

flip fip | fiip | fip | fip | fiip | fiip | flip
. 0

fip | fip | fip | fip | flip | flip | fip | fiip | flip

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Katakana Writing Practice
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Here, we will practice writing some katakana wordkatakana (obviously). Plus, you'll get a litideste of what
foreign words sound like in Japanese.

Katakana Writing Exercise 1
Sample:ta | be | mo | nee ZXE/

1. pan =

2. kon | pyu- | ta

3. myu— |ji|ka]|ru

4. u— | man

5hel|a]|pt|su

6. nu— | do

7. me | nyu

8. ro— | te— | shon

9.hali|kin|gu

10. kyan | se | ru

11. ha|ne | mun |

12. ku | ri|su|ma]|su|tsutri=
13.ra|i|to

14.na|i|to|ge | mu

More Katakana Writing Practice

Now let's practice writing some more katakana. Tinie, we're going to include all the irregular sds that don
exist in hiragana.

Katakana Writing Exercise 2
Sample:bi— | chi= E—F

l.e|iflzu|wi]|ru]su =

2.no— |su|sali|do

3.in| fo | me- | shon =
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.pujro]je|kul|to =

.fa|su|to|fa | do =

.she|ru|su|ku|ri|pu]|te

.we— |to|re|su =

.mali|he | mu =

© 00 N o o b~

. chi— | mu | wa— | ku =

10. mi|ni|su|ka |to =

11.re— |za— |di|su|ku =
12. chen | ji
13.re | gyu | r& =

14.we |i|to|ri|fu|tin|gu=

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Changing English words to katakana

Just for fun, let's try figuring out the katakawoa $ome English words. I've listed some commorepagtbelow but
they are only guidelines and may not apply for seroeds.

As you know, since Japanese sounds always cotigsieneonant-vowel pairs, any English words thatiatevfrom
this pattern will cause problems. The only combarathat doesn't create problems is the consomamel+ n (using
> 1). Here are some trends you may have noticed.

If you've seen "Lost in Translation", you know thaf and / r / are indistinguishable.

(1) Ready ->LT~«
(2) Lady >LT¢

If you have more than one vowel in a row or a voseind that ends in / r /, it usually becomes g howel sound.

(1) Tamget ->42—4vk
(2) Shod->a—hk

Abrupt cut-off sounds usually denoted by a / t/ off employ the small-v .

(1) Cach->%+vvF
(2) Cache >F¥via

Any word that ends in a consonant sound requirethan vowel to complete the consonant-vowel patt@frcept
for "n" and "m" for which we havé ) For "t" and "d", it's usually "o". For everythimgse, it's usually "u".

(1) Goad ->4wk
(2) Top->ky7
(8) Jad >y
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Sample: Europe= 3—HAw/\
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. check =
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. violin =

. jet coaster (roller coasterr

. window shopping =

. salsa

. hotdog

. Suitcase

. kitchen

. restaurant

10. New York =

.................................................

..........................................................

.................................................
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Now you want me to learn Chinese t00??

Outline

What is Kaniji?
Learning Kaniji
Reading Kanji
Why Kanji?
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What is Kanji?

In Japanese, nouns and stems of adjectives and asrlalmost all written in Chinese charactersedataniji.
Adverbs are also fairly frequently written in kaag well. This means that you will need to learin€se characters
to be able to read essentially almost all the wordee language. Not all words are written in kdigwever. For
example, while the verb 'to do' technically hasajkassociated with it, it is always written irdgana. Individual
discretion and a sense of how things are normaiifem is needed to decide whether words shouldiéen in
hiragana or kanji. However, a majority of the womiSapanese will be written in kanji almost alwayhildren's
books or any other material where the audienceti®xpected to know a lot kanji is an exceptiothis.)

This guide begins using kanji from the beginnindpédp the reader read "real" Japanese as quiclgpssible.
Therefore, we will go over some properties of kamid discuss some strategies of learning it quiahly efficiently.
Mastering kanji is not easy but it is by no meanpassible. The biggest part of the battle is mawehe skills of
learning kanji andime. In short, memorizing kanji past short-terrmmoey must be done with a great deal of study
and, most importantly, for a long time. And by tHidon't mean studying five hours a day but rategrewing how
to write a kanji once every several months until ywoe sure you have it down for good. This is a@oteason why
this guide starts using kanji right away. Theradseason to dump the huge job of learning karii@tadvanced
level. By studying kanji along with new vocabuldirgm the beginning, the immense job of learningjkandivided
into small manageable chunks and the extra timestsdttle learned kanji into permanent memorydttiteon, this
will help you learn new vocabulary, which will oftdvave combinations of kanji you already know.dtiystart
learning kanji later, this benefit will be wastedreduced.

Learning Kanji

All the resources you need to begin learning kargion the web for free atm Breen's WWWJDICIn addition to
its huge dictionaries, it has stroke order diagréanshe 1,945 jouyo kaniji (essentially almostthi kanji you will
need to know). Especially for those who are justtstg to learn, you will want to repeatedly writet each kanji to
memorize the stroke order. Another important skilearning how to balance the character so théioeparts are
not too big or small. So make sure to copy theattars as close to the original as possible. Eaélgityou will
naturally develop a sense of the stroke orderdadiai types of characters allowing you to byphssdrilling stage.
All the kaniji used in this guide can be easily ledlkup by copying and pasting to the WWWJDIC.

Reading Kanji

Almost every character has two different readirgled H&5t 4 (BAKH) andilFEH (A KHA). BEtdH is the
original Chinese reading whifilZ&# is the Japanese reading. Kaniji that appear imgpoand oZ4:E is usually
read with& &t while one kaniji by itself is usually read wiliz#+. For examplel 711 (5h'5) is read with the
ZIZ% & while the same character in a compound word ss¢&1 | is read with thé& &t (which isTY &< in
this case.

Certain characters (especially the most common)arzshave more than o or FllZE#. For example, in the
word lZ 711, T 71 is read here d¢)Z | and notl t) £<J. Certain compound words also have special readhzgs
have nothing to do with the readings of the indiridcharacters. These readings must be individunadignorized.
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Thankfully, these readings are few and far in betwe

g% # is also used in adjectives and verbs in additioiié stand-alone characters. These words oftes datring
of kana (called okurigana) that come attacheddoatbrd. This is so that the reading of the Chirdsgracter stays
the same even when the word is conjugated to diffeiorms. For example, the past form of the Ve&bX5 ] is

B ~7=1. Even though the verb has changed, the reading&qrremain untouched. (Imagine how difficult things
could get if readings for kanji changed with corgtign or even worse, if the kanji itself change&dkurigana also
serves to distinguish between intransitive andsitae verbs (more on this later).

Another concept that is difficult to grasp at firsthat the actual readings of kanji can chaniggty in a compound
word to make the word easier to say. The more camtnamsformations include the / h / sounds chantprajther /
b/ or/p/sounds dro] becoming - J. Examples includd:—2& |, MUK 1. andl 4§47 ).

Yet another fun aspect of kanji you'll run into arerds that practically mean the same thing andhissame

reading but have different kanji to make just ghtlidifference in meaning. For examp< ] (Z£<) means to listen
and so doebEE< | (F<). The only difference is thaf#<] means to pay more attention to what you're lisigio.

For example, listening to music almost always peeféE< | overl &< . [E<J can also mean 'to ask’, as well as, "to
hear" butl 1< (Z<) can only mean "to ask". Yet another example isctiramon practice of writin§ 2% 1 asl £}

%1 when it applies to watching a show such as a mdeeanother interesting exampld &< J (<) which

means "to write" whild&< (H'<) means "to draw". However, when you're depictinglstract image such as a
scene in a book, the reading of the same Withd | becomes Z H3<J. There's also the case where the meaning and
kanji stays the same but can have multiple readingh ad 4 H | which can be eithdr&&51. [CALD ], orTZ
AIZH 1. In this case, it doesn't really matter which ieggyou choose except that some are preferredaiters in
certain situations.

Finally, there is one special characterthat is really not a character. It simply indicatkat the previous character is
repeated. For examplefiFis |, [Hk4k1. [ 1. [—— can and usually are written BEf < |, T4 1. T &< |,
r—4l.

In addition to these "features” of kanji, you vae a whole slew of delightful perks and surprisagi has for you
as you advance in Japanese. You can decide fosgibifrthat statement is sarcasm or not. Howeden't be scared
into thinking that Japanese is incredibly hard. Mifghe words in the language usually only have kanji
associated with it and a majority of kanji do natvé more than two types of readings.

Why Kanji?

Some people feel that the system of using sepatisterete symbols instead of a sensible alphalmitislated and
overly complicated. In fact, it might have not hdeen a good idea to adopt Chinese into Japanesesoth
languages are fundamentally different in structBrg.the purpose of this guide is not to debate tve decisions
made thousands of years ago but to explain yadwmust learn kanji in order to learn Japanese. Anthis, | mean
more than just saying, "That's how it's done saoget it!".

Some people feel that Japanese should have jush&difrom Chinese to romaji to do away with adl tomplicated
characters that was bewildering the foreign whéeild. In fact, Korean has adopted their own alghab greatly
simplify their written language to great successwly didn't it work for Japanese? And | ask thishe past tense
because | believe that the government did attempplace kanji with romaji shortly after the sedavorld war with
little success. | think anyone who has typed atlangth in Japanese can easily see why this didvak. At any one
time, when you convert typed hiragana into kargi) are presented with almost always at least tvaicels (two
homophones) and sometimes even up to ten. (Trpdyikikan). The 46 or so character alphabet of @@bds in
Japanese makes it hard to avoid homophones. Coripsite the Korean alphabet which has 14 conseremd 10
vowels. Any of the consonants can be matched taathe vowels giving 140 sounds. In addition, iadtand
sometimes even fourth consonant can be attachaeéate a single letter. This gives over 1960 sotimalscan be
created theoretically. (The sounds that are agtuakd is actually much less than that, thoughltdmow the exact
number.)

Since you want to read at a much faster rate tbartalk, you need some visual cues to instantlyytel what each
word is. You can use the shape of words in Engbdiiaze through text because most words haverdiffeshapes.
Try this little exercise: Hi, enve thgouh all tehods aer seplled icorrenctly, can you sltil udsa@chme?" Korean
does this too because it has enough characterake words with distinct and different shapes. Havelecause
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the visual cues are not distinct as kanji, spaeesled to be added to remove ambiguities. (Thisptesnother
problem of when and where to set spaces.)

With kanji, we don't have to worry about spaces adh of the problem of homophones is mostly reslWWithout
kaniji, even if spaces were to be added, the antiéguand lack of visual cues would make Japanesertgch more
difficult to read.
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Now that we have learned how to write Japaneseaneéegin going over the basic grammatical streabdithe
language. This section primarily covers all thetpaf speech: nouns, adjectives, verbs, and advieril also
describe how to integrate the various parts of dp&®o a coherent sentence by using particleshByend of this
section, you should have a basic understandingwfJapanese works and how thoughts are expresSegamese.

26 of 237
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Lessons covered in this section

Expressing State of Beinrg/Ne will learn how to express the English ver B3g" in
Japanese.

Introduction to Particles This lesson describes how to create relatiossbgiween things
by designating a topic or identifier usihfgk 1. [+ 1. andl A%] particles.

Adjectives- Covers the main properties of adjectives. Wé le@rn how to describe nouns
by directly modifying the noun or by using partile

Verb Basics Covers the basic properties of verbs. This lesgitl describe how verbs are
categorized so that we can easily generalize catipmgrules.

Negative Verbs Goes over the conjugation rules for negatingpsewe will learn how to
transform the sentence, "He will go." into "He witit go."

Past Tense Goes over the rules for conjugating verbs tophst tense. We will learn how
to transform the sentence, "He will go." into "Hent"

Particles used with VerbsThis lesson covers particles most often assediaith verbs.
We will learn the direct object particlgr), target particlgIZ), motion target particle
(~), and the context particleT).

Transitive and Intransitive Verk3Ne will learn about transitive and intransitiverbs and
how our usage of particles changes as a result.

Descriptive Subordinate Clause¥/e will learn how to modify nouns with verb and
conjugated noun clauses to create more complicaeténces.

Noun-related ParticlesWe will learn particles associated with nouds, %2, &h, M).
Generic noun substitution will also be coveredwilm us to essentially set just about
anything as the topic or identifier. Its use asnaplied explanation is also covered.
Adverbs and Gobi A short and simple section to finish off thixgen. It describes how to
change adjectives into adverbs. It also introdimesvery common and useful sentence
endings.

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Because | said so!

Outline

1. Declaring something is so and so usirig |

2. Conjugating for the negative state-of-being
3. Conjugating for the past state-of-being

4. To sum up

Declaring something is so and so using 72

One of the trickiest part of Japanese is that tleene verb for the state-of-being like the verb " in English.
What Japanese has instead, is a way to declarsdigthing is the way it is by attaching the hiregeharactel = |
to a noun ona-adjectiveonly. You'll see what this means when we learn abouhs@nd adjectives.

Declaring that something is so using 7=

(1) ﬁé\o 'FlSh

Attach[7=] to the noun ona-adjective
(2) ff, -Isfish.

Seems easy enough. Here's the real kicker though.

A state-of-being can be implied without usind 72 ]!

As it stands(1) is simply the word "fish" and doesn't mean anygHmeyond that. However, we'll see in the next
section that with the topic particle, we can irtfeat something is a fish from the context withoetldring anything.
So the question that should be floating arouncbimr yiead is, "If you can say something is [X] withasingl 7= J,
then what's the point of even having it around?'ll\Wee main difference is that a declarative stegat makes the
sentence sound more emphatic and forceful in doderake it more... well declarative. Thereforés inore common
to hear men uskf= ] at the end of sentences. This is also why youatamsel 7= | when asking a question because
then it sounds like you're making a statement ahihg a question at the same time. (Unless yoectadng a
question word such d&Z712].)

The declarativé 7= | is also needed in various grammatical structutesrava state-of-being must be explicitly
declared. There is also the case where you musittaath it. It's all quite a pain in the butt rgddut you don't have
to worry about it yet.

Conjugating to the negative state-of-being

In Japanese, negative and past tense are all egdrbg conjugation. We can conjugate a houn orctidgeto either

its negative or past tense to say that somethingtip<] or that somethingvas[X]. This may be a bit hard to grasp at
first but none of these state-of-being conjugatimage anything declarative likg= | does. We'll learn, in ter
lesson how to make these tenses declarative by attadiihgto the end of the sentence .

First, for the negative tense, you simply atthEho%i0 | to the noun or na-adjective.
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Conjugation rules for the negative state-of-being

e AttachlC47L\] to the noun ona-adjective
5 () RE — KELwEL (is not friend) E

Examples

(1) &Ly, - Is not fish.

(2) ZHL 7Ly, - Is not student.
(3) #ML 7L, - Is not quiet.

Conjugating for the past state-of-being

We will now learn the past tense of the state-afdpeTo say somethingassomething/ 7=57= 1 is attached to the
noun or na-adjective.

In order to say the negative pasaé noj, the negative tense is conjugated to the negpagetense by simply
dropping thd L] from L4750y | and addind AM>7=1.

...........................................................................................................

Conjugation rules for the past state-of-being

1. Past state-of-beingAttachl 7257z | to the noun ona-adjective
(Bl) RiE — KE/--7= (was friend)

2. Negative past state-of-beingConjugate the noun oa-adjectiveo the negative tense first
and then replackly | of TC4%E0Y | with TAvo7= )
fBl) RE — REL®LGL - REL®GEH ST (was not friend)

...........................................................................................................

(1) &f-->71=, - Was fish.
(2) ZFHELw%NoT=, - Was not student.
(3) EMLrAh o7, - Was not quiet.

To sum up

We've now learned how to use express a state-ofybeiall four tenses. Next we will learn some e, which
will allow us assign roles to words. Here is a suannchart of the conjugations we learned in thidiea.

Summary of state-of-being

Positive Negative

Non-Past| £ (12) s fish BALHAL Is not fish

Past | faf=of= | Was fish| ALv»7%mM>71= | Was not fish
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State-of-Being Practice Exercises

Outline

1. Vocabulary used in this section
2. Conjugation Exercise 1

3. Conjugation Exercise 2

4, Question Answer Exercise

Vocabulary used in this section

In the following exercises, we will practice thatstof-being conjugations we just covered. Butfiysu might want
to learn or review the following useful nouns thait be used in the exercises.

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Kaniji
To start with, | have listed the kanji you will refor the vocabulary for your convenience. The
link will take you to a diagram of the stroke orddowever, it doesn't clearly show the direction
(though you can kind of tell by the animation) swyshould check with a kanji dictionary if you're
not sure. | recommend practicing the kanji in tbatext of real words (such as the ones below).

A - person
- child

..H

/N - small E
- middle ;
- big E
- friend ;
- life E
- ahead ;
- study ;
- school ;
- high ;
- car E
- accompanying ;
- reach |

©oOoNoO~WLDNE

R ¥ | HF | Xt ||

[EY
o
o+
®F

=
w
| P 4 T

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Vocabulary
Here is the list of some simple nouns that mightibed in the exercises.

A - casual word for "yes" (yeah, uh-huh)
55 A - casual word for "no" (nah, uh-uh)
L - this

Zh -that

& - that over there

9 - (things are) this way

%9 - (things are) that way

A [U&] - person

KA [HE4] - adult

CoNoar~WDNE
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10. Fiit [CED] - child

11. KE [&1725] - friend

12. B [{%FE] - car

13. 4 [H<E L] - student

14. & [ AHELY] - teacher

15. 28 [H>Z5] - school

16. INERR [LESHM D3] - elementary school
17. 2 [ S5H>25] - middle school

18. &# [Z5Z3] - high school

19. K= [ H¥<] - college

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Conjugation Exercise 1

We are now going to practice the state-of-beingugmations in order. Take each noun and conjugdtethe
following forms: the declarative, negative statedsefng, past state-of-being, and negative past-stiabeing.

Sample: A = A2, ALK, Af=ot=. AL»iEh ofz

1.2h

declarative =

negative

past =

negative-past =

2. KA

declarative =

negative

past =

negative-past =

3. 21

declarative =

negative

past =

negative-past =
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4. KE

declarative =

negative

past =

negative-past =

5. %%

declarative =

negative

past =

negative-past =

...........................................................................................................

Conjugation Exercise 2

In this second exercise, we are really going tbytesr conjugation knowledge as well as the vocatyuby
translating some simple English sentences. Pleatsetimat while the positive, non-past state-of-Qaian be implied,
for the purpose of this exercise, we will assurisesitways declaratory. Don't forget that this cesat very firm and

declaratory tone.

Sample:Is student= 41,

. Is college. =

. Is not high school. =

. Was teacher.

Is adult.
. Was not child. =

. This was the way it was=

. Wasn't that over there. =

. Is not middle school. =

. Is friend. =
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10. Was not car. =
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11. Was this. =

12. That's not the way it is=

...................................................

........................................................

...................................................

Question Answer Exercise

........................................................

In this last exercise, we'll practice answeringns&mple questions using the state-of-being. Theeoyeno answef>
A or52As) will be given and it is your job to complete tlentence. In deciding whether to use the declaratory
721, I've decided to be sexist here and assume atlsnade the declaratoky= | and all females use the implicit

state-of-being (not the case in the real world).

Sample:
Q) F&E?
A) DA FELRILY,

Q1) RE”?
A1) DA o (female)

Q2) F&K?
A2) S9OA. 0

Q3) Enfiot=7
A3) DDA o

Q4) £ 7 (sthatso?)

Ad) Sh. o (male)
Q5) Zh~?

A5) S2A.

Q6) FHEf--1=7
AB) DA, o

Q7) INERFE-ST=?
A7) D5A. 0

Q8) FHt~?
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A8) SA. o (female)
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Practical Particular Particles

Outline

1. Defining grammatical functions with particles
2. ThellZ] topic particle

3. Thel% ] inclusive topic particle

4. Thel A identifier particle

Defining grammatical functions with particles

We want to now make good use of what we learnedarast lesson by associating a noun with anatban. This is
done with something called particles. Particlescare or two hiragana characters that attach terleof a word to
define what grammatical function that word is segvin the sentence. Using the correct particlegig important
because the meaning of a sentence can complethgeljust by changing the particles. For exampksentence
"Eat fish." can become "The fish eats." simply hgrging one particle.

The (%] topic particle

The first particle we will learn is the topic paté. The topic particle essentially identifies whas that you're
talking about, basically the topic of your senterigs's say a person says, "Not student." Thispsréectly valid
sentence in Japanese but it doesn't tell us mutiowiknowing what the sentence is talking abobhg opic particle
will allow us to express what our sentences areialidhe topic particle is the charactéd# |. Now, while this
character is normally pronounced /ha/, it is provaad /wa/ only when it is being used as the topitigle.

Example 1
RT: FYRIEZEHE ?- Are you (Alice) student?
TUR: DA FH%E, - Yeah, | am.

Here, Bob is indicating that his question is abslite. Notice how thd 7= ] is left out and yet the English translation
has the word 'are’ and 'am'. Since we know the tigpAlice, we don't need anything else to gueasAllice is a
student. In fact, since Bob is asking a questiercam't attachl 7= 1. That would be like trying to make a statement
and asking a question at the same time.

Example 2
ARI) T LIZEAR ?- Jim is tomorrow?
71)R) BHELC*7%LY, - Not tomorrow.

Since we have no context, we don't have enoughnEbon to make any sense of this conversatiosbVtously
makes no sense for Jim to actuddtomorrow. Given a context, as long as the sentbasesomething to do with
Jim and tomorrow, it can mean anything. For insgatitey could be talking about when an exam isgobkeid.

Example 3

TUR) S BIEEERT, - Today is exam.

RT) TLIE? - What about Jim?

TUR) DLIFHB, - Jimis tomorrow. (As for Jim, the exam is tonaovr)

We need to realize how generic the topic can rdsdlyA topic can be referring to any action or objeom
anywhere even including other sentences. For exarimpthe last sentence of the conversation atewes) though
the sentence is about when the exam is for Jimytrd "exam" doesn't appear anywhere in the seatenc
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We'll see a more specific particle that ties mdosaly into the sentence at the end of this lesatnthe identifier
particle.

The %) inclusive topic particle

Another particle that is very similar to the topiarticle is the inclusive topic particle. It is estially the topic
particle with the additional meaning of "also". Badly, it can introduce another topic in additimnthe current
topic. The inclusive topic particle is the, | character and its use is best explained by an geam

Example 1
RT: FYRIEZELE ?- Are you (Alice) student?
TIR: Sh. b LEHEHE, - Yes, and Tom is also student.

Notice, that Alice must be consistent with the ustbn. It would not make sense to say, "l am aesttjcand Tom
also not a student." Instead, Alice would useltldg| particle to remove the additional meaning of is@n as seen
in the next example.

Example 2
RT: FYRIEZELE ?- Are you (Alice) student?
TUR: SA. THERLIZEEL®ALY, - Yes, but Tom is not student.

Example 3

This is also another possibility.

RT: FURIEZEAE ? - Are you (Alice) student?

TR 55k FAELEELHZLY, - No, and Tom is also not student.

So why would Alice, all of a sudden, talk about Tatmen Bob is asking about Alice? Maybe Tom is siagdght
next to her and she wants to include Tom in theversation.

The 73] identifier particle

Ok, so we can make a topic using tig | andl'% ] particle. But what if we don’t know what the tojs@ What if |
wanted to ask, “Who is the student?” What | neesbise kind of identifier because | don’t know whe student is.
If I used the topic particle, the question woulddmae, “Is who the student?” and that doesn’t malkesanse
because “who” is not an actual person.

This is where théA® | particle comes into play. It is also referred salee subject particle but | hate that name since
"subject” means something completely different mgish grammar. Instead, | move to call it tentifier particle
because the particle indicates that the speakeiswaidentify something unspecified.

Example 1
RTJ: HEAFE4AE ?- Who is the one that is student?
TR DLHNFEHE, - Jimis the one who is the student.

Bob wants to identify who among all the possibledidates is a student. Alice responds that Jirthésone. Notice,
Alice could also have answered with the topic p#tio indicate that, speaking of Jim, she knoves ke isa student
(maybe nothe student). You can see the difference in the nexinple.

Example 2
(1) EHEA'SHE ? - Who is the one that is student?
(2) ZHEI(LH?- (The) student is who?

Hopefully, you can see thétl ) seeks to identify a specific person for 'studehtle (2) is simply talking about the
student. You cannot repla€é® | with [ ] in (1) because "who" would become the topic and the trestould
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become, "Is who a student?"

The two particled (X ] andl A% ] may seem very similar only because it is impossibltranslate the difference
directly into English. For exampléFhldZ4 | andl FAHYE 4 | both translate into, "I am student."* However ythe
only seem similar because English cannot exprésenation about the context as succinctly as Jaggeemetimes
can. In the first sentend&h L= 4 1, sincel #A | is the topic, the sentence means, "Speaking abeut am a
student". However, in the second senteh#k, is specifying who théZ4 | is. If we want to know who the student
is, thel A% ] particle tells us it FhA J.

You can also think about tHeh¥ | particle as always answering a silent questionekample, if we have L
121, we are answering a question such as "Who isish&for "Which person is the fish?" or maybe eWafhnat
food does Jim like?" Or given the senterlcGefLAYEE |, we can be answering the question, "Which is &€ cor
"What is the car?" Thel&] andl A% particles are actually quite different if you tkiaf it the right way. Thé A3 |
particle identifies a specific property of somethimhile thel [ ] particle is used only to bring up a new topic of
conversation. This is why, in longer sentences, dommon to separate the topic with commas to venambiguity
about which part of the sentence the topic applies

*Well technically, it's the most likely translatiaiven the lack of context.
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1. . 23] Particle Exercises

Outline

1. Vocabulary used in this section
2. Basic Particle Exercise

3. Conjugation Exercise 2

4. Question Answer Exercise

Vocabulary used in this section

Kaniji

To start with, | have listed the kanji you will rietor the vocabulary for your convenience. The
link will take you to a diagram of the stroke orddowever, it doesn't clearly show the direction
(though you can kind of tell by the animation) swyshould check with a kanji dictionary if you're
not sure. | recommend practicing the kanji in thatext of real words (such as the ones below).

: 1. 1] - what :
: 2. B% - projection E
: 3. [ - picture E
i 4. 1% - he E
: 5. & - female E
; 6. BE - previous ;
7. B -day !
; 8. 5 - now E
5 9. BA - bright 5
i 10. %0 - know ]
 11. & - match ]
1 12. %a - lead 5
 13. Z - brush :
i 14. A -enter :
i 15. O - mouth :
: 16. H - exit 5
©17. ® - plan :
P 18. E - write :
19. £§ - building ;
L o o e oL ]
Vocabulary

Here is the list of some simple nouns that mightibed in the exercises.

EZ - where
LyD -when
ESLT -why
ES - how
EN - which

aprwdE
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6. =—T1>% - meeting
7. R—ILRY - ball-point pen
8. faI[#:(Z] - what
9. #([f<t] - who
10. BRE[Z LVAY] - movie
11. {E[H ] - he; boyfriend
12. EZ[HM DL L] - she; girlfriend
13. Ml&H ] - rain
14. BEB[Z D3] - yesterday
15. §H([& &3] - today
16. BAR[#L =] - tomorrow
17. IYEWLLYEHLY] - acquaintance
18. #8¥[Z A U] - pencil
19. £E[LTE] - work
20. AQ[LY<B] - entrance
21. HA[TCBL] - exit
22. REfE[ELLNA] - library

Basic Particle Exercise with (3]

file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/Administr&bE3%83%8.

Let's first get used to the basic concept of pladiby making some very simple sentences with thetis first
exercise, we are going to use the topic partickexfuain the current topic of conversation. Rememihe topic

particlel [ ] is always pronounced as /wa/.

Sample: i ? (Topic: 71UR) = 7YRILEE?

1. 2?2 (Topic: #R) =

(Where is school?)

2. £5LT7? (Topic:#

(Why is that?)

)
3. LYD7? (Topic:=— _
TAVY)

(When is meeting?)

4. fa] ? (Topic: —#) =

(What is this?)

5. £E57? (Topic: BRE]) =

(How is movie?)

6. 4T, (Topic:

(He is middle school
student.)

18)
7. & 1=, (Topic: 1 _
)

(She is teacher.)

8. M, (Topic: § H) =

(Today is rain.)

9. RiE, (Topic:’/RT) =

(Bob is friend.)

10. &1Y&L? (Topic:
%)

(Is he an acquaintance?)

39 of 237

2007/11/05 20:2



Tae Kim's Japanese guide to learning Japanese gramm file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/Administr&bE3%83%8.

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Particle Exercise with %] and %]

Now we are going to practice getting used to tliledinces between til (& | andl'% | particles. The sentences are
actually pretty lame but this was the only way lilcbthink of to make obvious which particle shobklused.
Remember, the point is to get a sense of when duath wot to use the inclusive particle instead efttpic particle.

Fill in the blank with the correct particle, either //%/or /%
Sample: T [FEAZET, TNLIRET,
1. SHIEME.ER ’MfZof=,
DLIFRFEZ, TH A KRFAELRGLY,
nlEK.Zn  F5,
NIFR—IRUZ, TH N R—ILRULRALY,
t=IZBAR. B  TELeidh ot
CZiFEFAR HA I

o o & 0 Db

Particle Exercise with %], &), 23]

In this last exercise, we will practice all thresticles by identifying which one should be usedddferent types of
situations. Remember that thi* | particle is only used when you want to identifynething out of many other
possibilities. While there are some cases wherie Hdt] andl A%] makes sense grammatically, because they mean
different things, the correct one all depends oatwlou want to say.

Fill in the blank with the correct particle, either //%/, /&, or /33/

L) TR 2
RT) KER, Bk TR

TUR) Sh  fa?
RI) Eh R,
TYR) dN  faE?
RI) b Rt
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TUR) HEE 2 EC7

RT) 22 HEE

TVR) £2  HEELCeLGN?
RT) ZILvhl, MESE I,
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Beautiful, is an Adjective

Outline

1. Properties of Adjectives
2. The na-adjective

3. The i-adjective

4. An annoying exception

Properties of Adjectives

Now that we can connect two nouns together in wgriways using particles, we want to describe ounsavith
adjectives. An adjective can directly modify a nabat immediately follows it. It can also be conteecin the same
way we did with nouns using particles. All adjeesvfall under two categories: na-adjectives arjédaives. We
will see how they are different and how to use thesentences.

The na-adjective

The na-adjective is very simple to learn becauaeti essentially like a noun. In fact, they arsistlar; you can
assume that they behave the same way unless fispkgipoint out differences. One main differensehat a
na-adjective can directly modify a noun followindy stickingl % | between the adjective and noun. (Hence the
name, na-adjective.)

(1) #F#hVE AN, - Quiet person.

In addition to this direct noun modification whindquires d %% |, you can also say that a nasran adjective by
using the topic or identifier particle in[loun] [Particle] [Adj] sentence structure (for instarlc& [£FEAV1). This
is essentially the same thing as the state-of-beittgnouns that we've already covered in the pnevitwo sections.
However, since it doesn't make sense for an adgetdibe a noun, you cannot havid\dj] [Particle] [Noun]
sentence structurdor instancd A AYA 1). This is pretty obvious because, for instance|evhiperson can be
quiet, it makes no sense for quiet to be a person.

(1) KEIFFY], - Friend is kind.
(2) REIFFEUIZ A, - Friend is kind person.

Remember how na-adjectives act almost exactlydh@esas nouns? Well, you can see this by the faligwi
examples.

(1) RIFADEFET=, - Bob likes fish.

(2) RITIFAaMTFEL w7, - Bob does not like fish.
(3) RITIFAaIIFET->7=, - Bob liked fish.

(4) RITIFAaMITFELwiEh 7=, - Bob did not like fish.

Do the conjugations look familiar? They shouldyos paid attention to the section abet#te-of-beingonjugations
for nouns. If it bothers you that "like" is an aclige and not a verb in Japanese, you can thilk®& | as meaning
"desirable". Also, you can see a good example@tadpic and identifier particle working in harmorfjhe sentence
is about the topic "Bob" and "fish" identifies spmally what Bob likes.

You can also use the last three conjugations tcthir modify the noun. (Remember to attd#h | for positive
non-past tense.)
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(1) BbFEEa47, - Type that likes fish.

(2) BMIFELeELVEALT, - Type that does not like fish.
(3) BMFEIZ-T=847, - Type that liked fish.

(4) BMFELeiaho1=847, - Type that did not like fish.

Here, the entire claudea h\iFE |, TEATFELC ALY, ete. is modifying "type" to talk about types (ofopée) that
like or dislike fish. You can see why this typesehtence is useful becalse/ I3 A A 1771, | would mean
"The type likes fish", which doesn't make much sens

We can even treat the whole descriptive noun classge would a single noun. For instance, we caterttee whole
clause a topic like the following example.

(1) BiFElenaa Tk, ANHFET,
- Types (of people) who do not like fish like meat.

The i-adjective

The i-adjective is called that because it alwaydsen the hiragana characfen J. This is the okurigana and it is the
part that will change as you conjugate the adjecBBut you may know some na-adjectives that alsoiehl ‘] such
aslEHLV(£2) 1. So how can you tell the difference? The bad riswisere really is no way to tell for sure.
However, the really good news is that | can onigktof two examples of na-adjectives that end With] that is
usually written in hiragand:Z41.0y] andl &L J. All other na-adjectives | can think of that end L V] are usually
written in kanji and so you can easily tell th&t itot an i-adjective. For instance, in the casegofil |, which is
[#5BE1 or [ ZFBE | in kaniji, since thé Y] part of[BE ] is encased in kanji, you know that it can't bé-adjective.
That's because the whole point of flte | in i-adjectives is to allow conjugation withoutvag it affect the kanji. In
fact, &L\ ] is the only na-adjective | can think of that eimdhiragand L\ ] without a kanji. This has to do with the
fact thatl &L\ | is actually derived from the vef§&> |

Remember how theegative state-of-beirfgr nouns also ended Ity ) (C47ELY) ? Well, you can treat i-adjectives
in the same fashion as the negative state-of-feingouns. And just like the negative state-of-geior nouns, you
cannot attach the declaratilV& | to i-adjectives like you can with nouns or na-atijes.

Do NOT attach I'2] to i-adjectives.

Now that we got that matter cleared up, we camléag conjugation rules for i-adjectives. Theretare new rule
for i-adjective conjugations. To negate or setastgense, we first drop théY], then add <#iL\] for negation or
[hv-o7=1 for past tense. SindeC%iL | ends in ard L |, you can also treat the negative just like anotaeijective.
Therefore, the rule for conjugating to negativet passe is the same as the rule for the positige tease.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Conjugation rules for i-adjectives

Negative First remove the trailingL\ ] from the i-adjective and then attalcZs( |

f5l) \ -\

Past-tense First remove the trailinfL ‘] from the i-adjective or negative i-adjective and
then attacH A o7z |

Bl ‘- \mhols

Bl &L - 'ELEhor

Summary of i-adjectives

Positive Negative
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Non-Past

=R S<EL

Past

Ehot= | Aot

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

You can directly modify nouns by just attaching tfoein to the adjective.

(1) &LEIL, - Tall building.

(2) &<{ELE L, - Not tall building.

(3) =M o7=EJL, - Building that was tall.

(4) =<l >1zE L, - Building that was not tall.

You can also string multiple adjectives succesgiuebany order in any form.

(1) ##M7EELE I, - A quiet, tall building.

(2) EL{ELEENZE L, - A not tall, quiet building.

Note that you can make the same type of descriptivm clause as we have done with na-adjectives onh
difference, of course, is that we don't né&zl] to directly modify the noun. In the following exata, the descriptive
clausel EERASE L] is directly modifyingl L ARS 2 |.

(1) EENEVLARTVIEHFEYFELLEL,
- Don't like high price restaurants very much.

An annoying exception

There is one i-adjective meaning "good" that alighty differently from all other i-adjectives. This a classic case
of how learning Japanese is harder for beginnezause the most common and useful words also havedist
exceptions. The word for "good" was originally Ly (B LY) 1. However, with time, it soon becarhe\l J. When it
is written in kanji, it is usually read &s<L\] solL Y] is almost always hiragana. That's all fine anddgoo
Unfortunately, all the conjugations are still dexdvfroml &L and not LML) J. This is shown in the next table.

Another adjective that acts like thislig»>Z LY ]| because it is an abbreviated version of two wardeged
togetherlT#%4F 1 andlL V1. Since it uses the sarhe\LY |, you need to use the same conjugations.

Conjugation forl LMY |

Conjugation fol /> L Y]

Positive | Negative Positive Negative
Non-Past| L)Y K<LAEY Non-Past| M-Iy Mo KLY
Past &tz | KLlahor= Past Mol &hot= | ol kLLEho1=

Take care to make all the conjugations friggnl ¥ | notTLLY ],

Examples

(1) EERAHAFEY LTI,

- Price isn't very good.

(2) WIEh->ZEmhor=!
- He looked really cool!
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Adjective Practice Exercises

1. Vocabulary used in this section
2. Conjugation Exercise
3. Sentence completion exercise

Outline

Vocabulary used in this section

In the following exercises, we will practice thenfugations for adjectives. But first, you might wam learn or
review the following useful adjectives that will beed in the exercises.

46 of 237

...........................................................................................................

Kaniji

| have listed the kanji you will need for the voaldyy for your convenience. The link will take
you to a diagram of the stroke order. Howeverpgsh't clearly show the direction (though you
can kind of tell by the animation) so you shouléahwith a kanji dictionary if you're not sure. |
recommend practicing the kanji in the context @fl iords (such as the ones below).

...........................................................................................................

1. @& - mask; face

2. B - white

3. & - exist

4. 4 - name

5. B - hate

6. 17 - like

7. & - quiet

8. Z£ - music; comfort

9. ¥ - cut
10. = - spicy; bitter
11. # - materials
12. i# - reason

Vocabulary

Here is a list of some simple adjectives (and aneihthat might be used in the exercises.

©COoNO~WDNRE

EhU - pretty; neat

LY - good

M-I - cool; good-looking
EHEL [HHLALY] - interesting
4 [H5&HLY] - famous

BELY [E500] - dislike; hate
pFE [TEF] - like

KEWL [BHZFLV] - big

INELY [BLELY] - small

. & H [LTH] - quiet
. By [f=H L] - high; expensive
. ZELW [FzLLY] - fun
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13. K] [f=L & D] - important
14. F [HBLY] - spicy
15. #32 [Y£5Y] - cuisine

Conjugation Exercise

We are now going to practice the adjectives corjaga in order. Take each adjective and conjugatethe
following forms: the declarative (when applicableggative, past, and negative past. In order tchesipe the fact
that you can't use the declarath | with i-adjectives, you should just write "n/a" (oist leave it blank) when a
conjugation does not apply.

plain declarative negative past negative-past

=
LY

K
2 {A
yrE

N
LY

=N
L)

L
Ly

A
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___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sentence completion exercise

Now that we've practiced the basic conjugationsaffjectives, we are going to practice using theacioal
sentences using the particles covered in the éasios.

Fill in the blank with the appropriate adjective or particle
Sample:

Q) F&£?

A) DA FELLLLY,

1.

DL) TR & tCLLy?
TIR) I3A. o
2.

TYR) A LW
'—I_:j‘) /72_13\ ﬁébl’\o

3.
T'R) NS : 34
RT) DL REt=,

4,
FUYR) BB =7
RD) 354, EHNVHE  FEf,

5.
TIR) UL O ZULWYA?
7I_:7“) 55AJs o
6.
TUR) RITIE. A7
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RT) A, BRLPILY,

7.
FYR) BEEBDTRMME, &hof=7
RT) 354, o

SOME RIEHTE RESERVED

This work is licensed underGreative Commons License
Copyright © 2003-2007 Tae Kim (taekim.japanese AT booan)
Report a correction or suggestion for this page

This page has last been revised on 2005/12/10

49 of 237 2007/11/05 20:2



Tae Kim's Japanese guide to learning Japanese gramm file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/Administr&bE3%83%8.

Let's do stuff with verbs!

Outline

1. Role of Verbs
2. Classifying verbs into ru-verbs and u-verbs
3. Appendix: iru/eru u-verbs

Role of Verbs

We've now learned how to describe nouns in vaneays with other nouns and adjectives. This giveguite a bit
of expressive power. However, we still cannot egpractions. This is where verbs come in. Verb3apanese,
always come at the end of clauses. Since we hawehtearned how to create more than one claosedw it
means that any sentence with a verb must end gtlreérb. We will now learn the two main categonéserbs,
which will allow us to accurately define rules furnjugation. Before learning about verbs, thereria important
thing to keep in mind.

A grammatically complete sentence requires a verbnly (including state of being).

Or to rephrase, unlike English, the only thing yaed to make a grammatically complete sentencedstaand
nothing else! Understanding this fundamental priypsressential to understanding Japanese. Thayswen the
simplest, most basic Japanese sentence cannainséated into English! All conjugations will stémdm the
dictionary form (as they appear in the dictionary).

A grammatically complete sentence
(1) B~R%, - Eat. (possible translations include: | eat/she/gwy eat)

Classifying verbs into ru-verbs and u-verbs

Almost all verbs in Japanese can be classifiedtimtocategories: ru-verb—Ex &) and u-verbs fL R BEd) . The
only two verbs that are not considered to be inegitategory aré9 % 1 meaning "to do" anfi3k% 1 meaning "to
come". Otherwise, the rules for conjugation arecsinall the same depending on what class the sarb The way
to distinguish between these verbs is fairly strd@ward.

Remember, every verb has a string of kana calledgdna, which you can modify to conjugate the véfrpou
convert the verb to Roman characters (calléd—< = ] in Japanese) and it ends in either "iru" or "et&n it is
usually a ru-verb. For example X % | is romanized as "taibu' and since it ends in "eru", it is a ru-verb. Amet
example of a ru-verb ist2Z 5 |, which romanizes to "ok:". All other verbs that do not end in "iru" or "&rare
u-verbs.

However, there is just one snag here. Notice thatiaerbs end witH % | and u-verbs always end in a/ u / vowel
sound. This unfortunately includé® | in addition tol D1, I3 1. I< . <1 T . TARI. 51, andl 88 (TFES ]
is the only verb that ends (#h1). Even if a verb ends with% |, if it does not end in "iru" or "eru", it is alwayan
u-verb. However, there are a number of u-verbsehdtin "iru" or "eru" and there is no way to digfilish them from
regular ru-verbs apart from memorization. You cefierto the appendix at the end of this lessomfist of such
verbs. You can also refer foam Breen's WWWJDICif you have any doubts. Ru-verb are denoted &svihile
u-verbs are denoted as (vbr).

Because of the aural consistency in the rules, pritlatice, u-verbs will start to "sound" like u-ksrand likewise for
ru-verbs. Eventually, you'll be able to categorieav verbs just like that without giving it a secahdught. Or at
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least, that should be the intended goal.

How to classify ru-verbs and u-verbs

e Does not end in iru/ers> u-verb
e Ends in iru/eru— ru-verb with some exceptions

Sample ru-verbs Sample u-verbs Neither ru-verb nor
Verb | O—T=F Verb  O—TE u-verb
- Verb | A—Y=F
B3 | taberu %9 | hanasu
ERA) suru

&5 Kiru < kiku

_ . <% kuru
{EC% | shinjru %< | oyogu

B5 neru WA | asobu
#£=% | okru =D matu

H5 deru g%d> | nomu
B+5 | kakeru [E5) naoru
TS | sueru 38 | shinu
A3 | shirakeru BS kau

Examples

Here are some example sentences using ru-verleshg;\and exception verbs.
(1) PYRIEE~S, - As for Alice, eat.

(2) T LhHYES, - Jim is the one that plays.

(8) R"T+£9 %, - Bob also do.

(4) BEHLH S, - There is money. (lit: As for money, it exists.)

(5) FAILED, - As for me, buy.

(6) J¥ElEL 5, - There is cat. (lit: As for cat, it exists.)

Appendix: iru/eru u-verbs

Here is a list of commonly used u-verbs that entriii' or "eru”. This list is categorized roughiyto three levels to
help you focus on the verbs you need to learn. l4tiss not intended to include every verb under the sun.
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iru/eru u-verbs grouped (roughly) by

level
Basic | Intermediate | Advanced
25 =2 1E%
P iR2 &%
% ) ED
Le~2d pi-gs) Bd
% XS] 125
Ad E TS 5
E5 2% BAD
) xL% )
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Verb Practice Exercises

Outline

1. Vocabulary used in this section
2. Practice with Verb Classification

Vocabulary used in this section

Here is a list of a few verbs and the accompankargi that you will find useful.

...........................................................................................................

Kanji
| have listed the kanji you will need for the voaedyy for your convenience. The link will take
you to a diagram of the stroke order. Howeverp#gsh't clearly show the direction (though you
can kind of tell by the animation) so you shoulédhwith a kanji dictionary if you're not sure. |
recommend practicing the kanji in the context @il rgords (such as the ones below).

10. 555 [5%] - to sell
11. 1% [E5] - to cut
12. A% [IFULv3] -to enter

: 1. R -see E
E 2. 3 - come; next E
: 3. 1T - go; conduct ;
; 4. I - go home ;
; 5. & - eat; food ;
; 6. X - drink E
7. B -buy E
; 8. 5t - sell ;
i 9. % - hold 5
v 10. fF - wait ;
v 11, Ft - read E
P12, % -walk ;
v 13. ZFE -run ]
14, 3 - play ]
' Vocabulary :
© Here is a list of some common verbs you will deéhj want to learn at some point. E
1. 9% -todo
5 2. L% - to talk; to chat !
: 3. R3[#%]-tosee :
: 4. %k%[<%] - to come :
5 5. 17<[L<] -to go 5
5 6. 1®% [MZ 5] -to go home E
E 7. BRS [1=R3] - to eat :
: 8. X [ E] - to drink :
5 9. 5 [H 3] - to buy ;
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13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

H35 [T3] - to come out
2 [£72] - to hold
#FD [F2] - to wait
ZE<[H] - to write

O [&D] - to read

#H< [ 5<] - to walk
£ [1FLAB] -torun
1S [H%Z 5] - to play

file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/Administr&bE3%83%8.

There's really not much to do at this point exdeqiractice classifying verbs as either a ru-varhrou-verb. You
can also take this opportunity to learn some usedtlhs if you do not know them already. We'll lehow to

conjugate these verbs according to their categotlyd next few sections.

In the chart below, you should mark whether thegiverb is either an u-verb or a ru-verb. The firsgwer is given
as an example of what you need to do. Obviouskgs/that do not end in% | are always going to be u-verbs so the
tricky part is figuring out the category for verthat end il % ]. Remember that verbs that do not end in "eru" or
"iru" will always be u-verbs. While most verbs tlulat end in "eru” or "iru" are ru-verbs, to makentfs interesting,
I've also included a number of u-verbs that alsbiareru/iru. You might want to refer to thst of eru/iru u-verbs
Though you do not need to memorize every word énligt by any means, you should at least memohiedoasic

verbs.
verb ru-verb u-verb exception verb
13< ®

)
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Sometimes you have to be negative

Outline

1. Negating verbs
2. Conjugating verbs into the negative

Negating verbs

Now that we've seen how to declare things and paréxtions with verbs, we want to be able to saynbgative. Ir
other words, we want to say that such-and-sucbrmagtasnot performed. Verbs are negated by conjugating tw the
negative form just like the state-of-being for neamd adjectives. However, the rules are a tad swrglicated.

Conjugating verbs into the negative

We will now make use of the verb classificationslearned in the last section to define the rulesémjugation.
But before we get into that, we need to cover aerg important exception to the negative conjugatidas, the verb
[$%5]. 1851 is an u-verb used to express existence of inariwijects.

For example, if you wanted to say that a chainige room, you would use the vdri# 5 J. The equivalent verb for
animate objects (such as people or animalk) % |, which is a normal ru-verb. For example, if younteal to say
that apersonis in the room, you must use the vétb4 | notl %5 J. These two verbb# 5 ] andlL V5 | are quite
different from all other verbs because they descekistence and are not an actual action. Youlalse to go
through the bother of picking the right one forrimaate and animate objects.

Anyway, the reason | bring it up here is becausenttgative of 4 | is %L ] (meaning that something does not
exist). Remember, this is an exception so do nplyahe normal rules of negation to this verb.

The negative ofl %% ] is 75UV ).

Here are the rules for all other verbs. To negatearb, you simple dropb 1 and add %:L\J. For u-verbs, it may
be helpful to see the romanized version of the védu simply drop the / u / vowel sound and addaiarOr, more
preferably, you can refer back to thieagana table You take the last hiragana character which viilisgs be in the
/ u/row, move up two columns and replace it whté character in the / a / row. For examiplg changes td 5 J.

One important exception to this rule are for vatzt end inf 5 1. You must substitutet> ] for 5] and notl % | as
the rule would suggest. You will also have to meam®the conjugations for the two exception verbs &5 1. The
following tables show the conjugation for samplebgeand the exception verbs.

...........................................................................................................

How to conjugate verbs to the negative form

e ru-verbs: To conjugate ru-verbs to their negative, droplasel % | and attach %zl V] to
the result.
) Re— Rl
i) He— HE

e u-verbs: To conjugate u-verbs to their negative, first agplthe last / u / character with the
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) |ME — ;E — BRFEL
Bl Fo - #F- - Fb
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% One important exception is verbs that enéi3n. For these, you must replate | with
T+ (notT# ) and attach %L\ to the result.
Bl) 85 —HBH - |\l

Sample ru-verbs

Sample u-verbs

Exception Verbs

Positive | Negative Positive | Negative| A—<=F | A—< = (Neg) Positive | Negative
BRL | BRI B9 | EESAELY | hanas hanasnai ER) LAY
BED &L < | EsaLy | kiku kikanai <% Z7EL
L% | BLaLy K< | FkAVELY | oyogu oyoganai * 55 A
B5 YA AL | EEEAELY | asol asotanai
s | EEhh #HDO | AL mau matinai
H5 H7 xd> | #RELLY | nomu nomanai
#ro | Bl BES | BEoL | naow naomnai
BTH | BTan s | BRZE7ELY | shinu shimanai
HH I Ta AN A *xBD | Ehily kau kawanai
* = exceptions particular to this conjugation
Examples

Here are some example sentences using the nef@tiveTo look these words up, use the link labélBdnslate
Words in Japanese Text" from the WWWJDIC or julstk here It will reverse the conjugation and give you the
dictionary form. (And even what conjugations wesedito boot!) Here are the example sentences fiertast
section conjugated to the negative.

(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)
(6)
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T RIFE ALY, - As for Alice, does not eat.

D LHNEIEAELY, - Jim is the one that does not play.
RIHL7LY, - Bob also does not do.

HEMIIL, - There is no money. (lit: As for money, does ndse)
FAIXE 7L, - As for me, not buy.

J(XLVELY, - There is no cat. (lit: As for cat, does not eXist
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Negative Verb Practice Exercises

Outline

1. Vocabulary used in this section
2. Practice with Negative Verb Conjugation$

Vocabulary used in this section

This is the same list of verbs from theevious practice exercis@/e will use the same verbs from the last exertcise
practice conjugating to the negative tense.

...........................................................................................................

Kanji
I have listed the kanji you will need for the voaedyy for your convenience. The link will take
you to a diagram of the stroke order. Howeverpgsh't clearly show the direction (though you
can kind of tell by the animation) so you shoulédhwith a kanji dictionary if you're not sure. |
recommend practicing the kanji in the context @fl ieords (such as the ones below).

5 1. B -see :
: 2. 3 - come; next :
: 3. 1T - go; conduct E
; 4. J% - go home ;
; 5. & - eat; food E
: 6. % - drink ;
7. B -buy E
; 8. 5t - sell ;
i 9. % - hold ;
v 10. fF - wait E
v 11, Ft - read |
L 12, % - walk ;
v 13. ZFE -run ]
i 14. i - play ]
+ Vocabulary :
' Here is a list of some common verbs you will deéilyi want to learn at some point. E
1. 9% -todo
5 2. L% -to talk; to chat 5
: 3. R3[#5] -tosee :
i 4. %3[<3] - to come !
: 5. 17<[LK] -to go 5
5 6. 1®% [MZ 5] -to go home :
: 7. BR3 [1zR3] - to eat E
; 8. 8%& [DEL] - to drink ;
; 9. 5 [/ 3] -to buy ;
r10. 585 [53] - to sell ]
¢ 11 Y15 [E5] -tocut E
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12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

A% [IZLV3] - to enter
H3 [T3] - to come out
2 [£72] - to hold
#FD [F2] - to wait
ZL[H<] - to write

O [&D] - to read

#H< [$H5L] - to walk
£S5 [1FLAB] -torun
25 [ % 5] - to play

file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/Administr&bE3%83%8.

Practice with Negative Verb Conjugations

We learned how to classify the following verbshe previous practice exercisMow, we are going to put that
knowledge to use by conjugating the same verbstimegative tense depending on which type of itésb The

first answer has been given as an example.
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verb

negative tense

THEL

R

Le~%

LX)

5
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It's all in the past

Outline

. Changing verbs to the past tens

. Past tense for u-verbs

A OWN P

. Past tense for ru-verbs

. Past-negative tense for all verbs

D

Changing verbs to the past tense

file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/Administr&bE3%83%8.

We will finish defining all the basic propertieswdrbs by learning how to express the past andnssitive tense of
actions. | will warn you in advance that the comjtign rules in this section will be the most compleles you will
learn in all of Japanese. On the one hand, oncdgee this section nailed, all other rules of cgafion will seem
simple. On the other hand, you might need to redek to this section many times before you finghy all the rules.
You will probably need a great deal of practicellym@u can become familiar with all the differerdgrgugations.

Past tense for ru-verbs

We will start off with the easy ru-verb category dhange a ru-verb from the dictionary form inte ffast tense, you
simply drop thd %1 and add 7= .

i) 6 — Hi=

FHIETE - & T/-

To change ru-verbs into the past tense

Drop thel % ] part of the ru-verb and add= |

Examples

(1) CTfRIE. B~ =,
- As for meal, ate.

(2) MEIE. 287 -,
- As for movie, saw them all.

Past tense for u-verbs

Changing a u-verb from dictionary form to the gasise is difficult because we must break up u-vertasfour
additional categories. These four categories departtie last character of the verb. The table bélagtrates the
different sub-categories. In addition, there is ereeption to the rules, which is the vé#ir<J. I've bundled it with
the regular exception verthd % | andl &5 | even though ¥7< is a regular u-verb in all other conjugations.
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Past tense conjugations for u-verbs

Ending

Non-Past

changes to..

Past

.d—

EE

9L

EELT-

Exceptions
Non-Past Past
ERA) L=
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< =4 = | &LV <% =1-
< k< oW kL
1< 1To7=*
Gl ML oA AT
A HE 50 SoAtfE | BBATE
b b Al Hh-ATE | FEATE
% 5 5ot | HYlof=
5 55 5—-o1= Bo7-
D o Dot | ol

* exceptions particular to this conjugation

Examples

(1) S8IE., E-o7=,
- As for today, ran.

(2) EEbigkf:o
- Friend is the one that came.

(8) FhviFAT=,
- | also played.

(4) fhE&(x. Li-,
- About homework, did it.

Past-negative tense for all verbs

The conjugation rules for the past-negative temsdlee same faall verbs. You might have noticed that the negative
tense of just about everything always endiZgl\ . The conjugation rule for the past-negative tesfaeerbs is pretty
much the same as all the other negative tensesanl 7zl Y ]. You simply take the negative tense of any verb,
remove thd L\ ] from thel %L\ ] ending, and replace it withbyo7= .

To change verbs into the past-negative tense

Change the first verb to tmegative tensand replace theLy ] with Thvo7= ]
BNIETSH - BT > BTEN o7
) 17< - ATHVEL - 1THEH o=

Examples

(1) PURIFEBERGE,N ST,
- As for Alice, did not eat.

(2) LML=,
- Jim is the one that did not do.

(3) RITLITMEN ST,
- Bob also did not go.

(4) BEMEMNOT=,
- There was no money. (lit: As for money, did nxise)
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(5) FIXEDHLEMN T,
- As for me, did not buy.

(6) JElELviamor=,
- There was no cat. (lit: As for cat, did not exist
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Past Verb Practice Exercises

Outline

1. Vocabulary used in this section
2. Practice with Past Verb Conjugations
3. Practice with Past Negative Verb Conjugations

Vocabulary used in this section

This is the same list of verbs from theevious practice exercisgth a couple additions. We will use mostly the
same verbs from the last exercise to practice garting to the past and the past negative tense.

Kaniji

| have listed the kanji you will need for the voaldyy for your convenience. The link will take
you to a diagram of the stroke order. Howeverpgsh't clearly show the direction (though you
can kind of tell by the animation) so you shouléahwith a kanji dictionary if you're not sure. |
recommend practicing the kanji in the context @fl iords (such as the ones below).

: 1. §& - story :
: 2. f -see E
E 3. 3 - come; next E
: 4. 17 - go; conduct E
: 5. & - go home E
: 6. B - eat; food E
E 7. 8% - drink E
8 E-buy E
E 9. 5t - sell E
! 10. % - hold !
v 11, fF - wait ;
v 12, 5 - read ]
v 13. % -walk 5
v 14. ZFE -run 5
i 15, i - play ;
5 16. ik - swim ]
; 17. 3t - death E
+ Vocabulary :
' Here is a list of some common verbs you will deéilyi want to learn at some point. E
: 1. 9% -todo :
5 2. L% -to talk; to chat E
L 3. ET34Y] - to talk :
i 4. RB[#5]) -to see !
: 5. k&%[<%] - to come ;
: 6. 7<[L K] -to go E
: 7. 1&% [MZ 5] - to go home E
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. BRS [f=R3B] -toeat
. 8& (D] - to drink

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.

B5 [53] - to buy
525 [55] - to sell
215 [E5] -to cut
A% [[ZLv3] - to enter
H3 [T3] - to come out
2 [£72] - to hold
#2 [%D] - to wait
ZL[H<] - to write
O [&D] - to read
#H< [$H5L] - to walk
ES [1FLAB] -torun
25 [ % 5] - to play
k< [BKL]) - to swim
& [LK] - to die

file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/Administr&bE3%83%8.

We learned how to classify the following verbshe firstverb practice exercis®low, we are going to put that
knowledge to use by conjugating the same verbsti@gast tense depending on which type of vagb Tthe first
answer has been given as an example.
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IR

Practice with Past Negative Verb Conjugations

Now, we are going to do the same thing for the paghtive verb conjugatior
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Particles Reloaded

Outline

Particles used with verbs

The direct object# | particle
The targef [Z ] particle

The directional ~ ] particle
The contextual T particle
When location is the topic
When direct object is the topic

NooakrowdpE

Particles used with verbs

In this section, we will learn some new particlssential for using verbs. We will learn how to spethe direct
object of a verb and the location where a verbggtace whether it's physical or abstract.

The direct object (%] particle

The first particle we will learn is the object palé because it is a very straightforward partidleel % | character is
attached to the end of a word to signify that thatd is the direct object of the verb. This chagad$ essentially
never used anywhere else. That is why the katagguizalentl 7 | is almost never used since particles are always
written in hiragana. The% | character, while technically pronounced as /wegéatally sounds like /o/ in real
speech. Here are some examples of the direct gigettle in action.

Examples

(1) RZERD,
- Eat fish.

(2) :):L_X§ﬁkhf£o
- Drank juice.

Unlike the direct object we're familiar with in Hrglp, places can also be the direct object of nmoterbs such as
[#<]1 andl % ]. Since the motion verb is dot@the location, the concept of direct object isshene in Japanese.
However, as you can see by the next exampleggeib dfanslates to something different in Englisk tuthe slight
difference of the concept of direct object.

(3) HEALALEL,
- Aimlessly walk through town. (Lit: Aimlessly waliown)

(4) SEREBEED.

- Run through expressway. (Lit: Run expressway)
When you usé 9% ] with a noun, thé % | particle is optional and you can treat the whaleup+9"%] as one verb.

(5) #H.BAEZEWET 5,
- Study Japanese everyday.

(6) A—ILTFLRZEZELT=,
- Registered email address.
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The target (] particle

The 2] particle can specify a target of a verb. Thisiffecent from thel % | particle in which the verb does
somethingo the direct object. With thElZ | particle, the verb does somethiiogvardthe word associated with the
(2 particle. For example, the target of any motiorbve specified by thélZ ] particle.

Examples

(1) RIEBRIZITo1=,
- Bob went to Japan.

(2) RITIFDEELY,
- Not go back home.

(3) EEIZ<B,
- Come to room.

As you can see in examp(&), the target particle always targets "to" rathenthfrom". If you wanted to say, "come
from" for example, you would need to Usé\ i |, which means "from". If you usddZ J, it would instead mean
"cometo”. A5 ] is also often paired with& T J, which means "up to".

(4) PIHVRIE. TA)hhET,
- Alice came from America.

(5) BEESHNCBABETT S,
- Will do homework from today to tomorrow.

The idea of a target in Japanese is very genedaisamot restricted to motion verbs. For examgie,lbcation of an
object is defined as the target of the verb fostexice(#% 4 andL)4). Time is also a common target. Here are some
examples of non-motion verbs and their targets

(6) JHIIEEIZLVD,
- Cat is in room.

(7) BFNEFRIZHoT=.
- Chair was in the kitchen.

(8) LWWWKREIZ=-oT=,
- Met good friend.

(9) PLIXEZEIZHHS,
- Jim will become doctor.

(10) SEHEI-RELEI“1To7=,
- Went to library last week.

Note: Don't forget to usl %% | for inanimate objects such as the chair Bindd | for animate objects such as the
cat.

While thel [Z ] particle is not always required to indicate tinf@re is a slight difference in meaning betweengisi
the target particle and not using anything atlalthe following examples, the target particle naiee date a
specific target emphasizing that the friend willtgadapan at that time. Without the particle, theneo special
emphasis.

(11) FEX. EF, BRIZTL,

- Next year, friend go to Japan.

(12) REF.EFIZAKRIZITS
- Friend go to Japan next year.
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The directional [~] particle

While '~ ] is normally pronounced /he/, when it is being uaga patrticle, it is always pronounced(&/). The
primary difference between théZ | andl ~ ] particle is thaf [Z] goesto a target as the final, intended destination
(both physical or abstract). The~ | particle, on the other hand, is used to expressatt that one is setting out
towardsthe directionof the target. As a result, it is only used witledtional motion verbs. It also does not guarantee
whether the target is the final intended destimatamly that one is heading towards that directiorather words, the
['Z] particle sticks to the destination while the. | particle is fuzzy about where one is ultimatelpdied. For
example, if we choose to replalde | with [~ | in the first three examples of the previous segctibe nuance

changes slightly.

Examples

(1) RIEBER~ITo1=,
- Bobheaded towarddapan.

(2) R,
- Not go homeowardhouse.

(3) EE~LS,
- Cometowardsroom.

Note that we cannot use tl ~ | particle with verbs that have no physical direatiBor example, the following is
incorrect.

() EE~1LD,
- (Grammatically incorrect version 6FE& (245 1.)

This does not mean to say that | cannot set out towards an abstract concept. tnfacause of the fuzzy
directional meaning of this particle, thes ] particle can also be used to talk about settiigawards certain future
goals or expectations.

(4) BH~RMNI,
- Go towards victory.

The contextual [C] particle

Thel ] particle will allow us to specify the context irhigh the action is performed. For example, if asparate a
fish, where did he eat it? If a person went to stHaoy what means did she go? With what will youtea soup? All
of these questions can be answered witH tGe particle. Here are some examples.

Examples

(1) MEEE TR,
- Saw at movie theater.

(2) /(X—C'J%éo
- Go home by bus.

(3) LRSSV TRIHREEAT-,
- Ate lunch at restaurant.

It may help to think of TJ as meaning "by way of". This way, the same meaniifiind of translate into what the
sentence means. The examples will then read: "Samaly of movie theater”, "Go home by way of busid dAte
lunch by way of restaurant.”

Using /C/ with /14
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The word for "what"({a]) is quite annoying because while it's usually rasldiz(Z 1, sometimes it is read &%k A ]
depending on how it's used. And since it's alwagdem in Kanji, you can't tell which it is. | wodllsuggest sticking
with 7£[Z ] until someone corrects you for when it should 84, J. With thel T particle, it is read asiiZ ] as
well. (Hold the mouse cursor over the word to chiekreading.)

(4) I CER?
- Came by the way of what?

(5) NRTZETf,
- Came by the way of bus.

Here's the confusing part. There is a colloquiasiom of the word "why" that is used much more ofigan the less
colloquial version £5L T or the more forcefulZz . It is also written a§fa] T but it is read aé%t A TJ. This
is a completely separate word and has nothing wittothel ] particle.

1 (1) AT
- Why did you come?

(2) BRf=hid,
- Because | am free (as in have nothing to do).

Thel M5 ] here meaning "because" is different from ke | we just learned and will be covered later in the
compound sentencction. Basically the point is that the two seaés, while written the same way, are read
differently and mean completely different thingsm worry. This causes less confusion than yaoktbiecause
95% of the time, the latter is used rather tharfdhmer. And even wheh%:[ZC] is intended, the context will leave
no mistake on which one is being used. Even ingh@t example snippet, you can tell which it iddoyking at the
answer to the question.

When location is the topic

There are times when the location of an actionsis the topic of a sentence. You can attach thie foguticle ('3 ]
andl'4 1) to the three particles that indicate locatidfc |. [~ 1. 'C1) when the location is the topic. We'll see
how location might become the topic in the follogriexamples.

Example 1

RT: FRICITof=?
- [Did you] go to school?

TIR: ThEhot=,
- Didn't go.

T HELEICE?
- What about library?

TUR: HEEICHITHEL ST,
- Also didn't go to library.

In this example, Bob brings up a new topic (libjaagd so the location becomes the topic. The seatsnactually
an abbreviated version bBRIZ£E(Z(X4T>7= ? 1 which you can ascertain from the context.
Example 2

R ECTERS?
- Eat where?

TR AR)FPLAMSVTIEES?
- How about Italian restaurant?
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Bob asks, "Where shall we eat?" and Alice suggasialian restaurant. A sentence like, "How abdusually
brings up a new topic because the person is suggesimething new. In this case, the location &astnt) is being
suggested so it becomes the topic.

When direct object is the topic

The direct object patrticle is different from paldie related to location in that you cannot useahgr particles at the
same time. For example, going by the previous secyiou might have guessed that you canlZalg | to express a
direct object that is also the topic but this is the case. A topic can be a direct object withaing thel % |

particle. In fact, putting the% | particle in will make it wrong.

Examples

(1) BAEZES,
- Learn Japanese.

(2) BFREEE.ED,
- About Japanese, (will) learn it.

Please take care to not make this mistake.

(R) BAREZE.ES.
- [This is incorrect.]
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Transitive, not Transvestite!

Outline

1. Transitive and Intransitive Verbs
2. Pay attention to particles!

Transitive and Intransitive Verbs

In Japanese, sometimes there are two types ofthe gerb often referred to fansitiveandintransitive verbsThe
difference between the two is that one verb isaioma done by an active agent while the other mething that
occurs without a direct agent. In English, thisasnetimes expressed with the same verb, such hs:Bdll dropped"”
vs "l dropped the ball" but in Japanese it becomBs-JL &L /- | vs1R—JLZEFE &L 7= 1. Sometimes, the verbs
changes when translated into English such as "Td puthe box" §&IZA41%) vs "To enter the box(#8I1ZA %)
but this is only from the differences in the langes. If you think in Japanese, intransitive andditave verbs have
the same meaning except that one indicates thag@mrhad a direct hand in the action (direct opj&hile the
other does not. While knowing the terminology i$ imaportant, it is important to know which is whighorder to
use the correct particle for the correct verb.

Since the basic meaning and the kanji is the sgowecan learn two verbs for the price of just oaajit Let's look at
a sample list of intransitive and transitive verbs.

Transitive and Intransitive Verbs

Transitive Intransitive

%&9 | todrop | BB to fall

H9 | totake out| % |to come out; to leave

3%

And | toinsert | A% to enter
BI+5 | toopen | Bi< to be opened
&5 | toclose | BAES to be closed
f$+% | toattach | {I< to be attached
;B9 | toerase | HZB to disappear

k< | to extract | k15 to be extracted

Pay attention to particles!

The important lesson to take away here is to lbam to use the correct particle for the correcetgpverb. It might
be difficult at first to grasp which is which wharning new verbs or whether there even is aitre@éntransitive
distinction. The good news is that tth&AVWJDIC now indicates whether a verb is transitive (vt)nbransitive (vi)
when the distinction applies. However, | have estéd how extensive the coverage is so | recomiohehg at
examples sentences from either ¥é/\WJDIC or Yahoo%%%. For example, looking at example sentences for
(151 from theWWWJDIC or Yahoo®%£Z, you can see that it is a transitive verb fromubke of thd % | patrticle.

Examples
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(1) AERZ 1=, - | am the one that turned on the lights.
(2) BR N ULV, - The lights turned on.

(3) BRZIHT .- Turn off the lights.

(4) BRNIBEZ D, - Lights turn off.

(5) HEMNEZRITT=?- Who opened the window?

(6) BHMESLTHELV=?- Why has the window opened?

s

The important thing to remember is that intransitverbscannothave a direct object because there is no dirgictg
agent. The following sentences are grammaticatigrirect.

(82) BRZE{H =, - (I%E] should be replaced withht | or &)
(R) BR%EHAS,- (I%Z] should be replaced withs ] or (&)
(3R) ESLTEZERL=?- (%] should be replaced withhy | or & 1)

The only time you can use th#& ] particle for intransitive verbs is when a locatisrthe direct object of a motion
verb as briefly described in tlpgevious section

(1) EEZHT=, - left room.
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Subordinate clauses? My kitten has those.

Outline

. Treating verbs and state-of-being like adjectives
. Using state-of-being subclauses as adjectives
. Using subordinate verb clauses as adjectives
. Japanese Sentence Order

A OWN P

Treating verbs and state-of-being like adjectives

Have you noticed how, many forms of verbs and thgesof-being conjugate in a similar manner tojeatives?
Well, that is because, in a sense, they are adgsctFor example, consider the sentence: "The pavko did not eat
went to bank." The "did not eat" describes the ge@nd in Japanese, you can directly modify thenrjperson' with
the clause 'did not eat' just like a regular adjectThis very simple realization will allow us meodify a noun with
any arbitrary verb phrase!

Using state-of-being subclauses as adjectives

The negative, past, and negative past conjugatibneuns can be used just like adjectives to diyenbdify nouns.
However, wecannot do this with the plain non-past state-oftgeisingl 7= . (I told you this was a pain in the butt.)
The language has patrticles for this purpose, wiitltbe covered in th@ext section

You cannot usel 2] to directly modify a noun with a noun
like you can with 2571, TC®%ELN ], and TC e o7= .

You can, however, have a string of nouns placedtteg when they're not meant to modify each otharexample,

in a phrase such as "International Education Cégtar can see that it is just a string of noundaitt any
grammatical modifications between them. It's notEducation Center that is International” or a "@erior
International Education", etc., it's just "Intenoaial Education Center". In Japanese, you can sggtes as simply
BB 2] (or T224—1). You will see this chaining of nouns in many canaltions. Sometimes a certain
combination is so commonly used that it has alhesbme a separate word and is even listed as eatepatry in
some dictionaries. Some examples inclUd&iz A¥1. IZ AZELE 1, or SEENF & 1. If you have difficulties in
figuring out where to separate the words, you asigthem into the WWWJDIGsanslate Words in Japanese Text
function and it'll parse the words for you (mostloé time).

Examples

Here are some examples of direct noun modificatvaitis aconjugatednoun clause. The noun clause has been
highlighted.

(1) FALBLZLANIK EZRISITMEL,
- Person who is not student do not go to school.

(2) FHf2=TURDILIRGERANIZEST=,
- The Alice that was a child became a fine adult.

(8) REL®LEMNOETURIK WWVREICH ST,
- Alice who was not a friend, became a good friend.
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(4) FRICEEZ=RTIE, £EBEFHOT=,
- Bob who was a doctor last week quit his job.

Using subordinate verb clauses as adjectives

Verbs clauses can also be used just like adjectivesdify nouns. The following examples show usvttbis will
allow us to make quite detailed and complicatedeswres. The verb clause is highlighted.

Examples

(1) FEEICEREZ Bf- NXHE?
- Who is person who watched movie last week?

(2) RTX, LWOEFET DA,
- Bob is a person who always studies.

(3) FLWARVEEIRERARTI,
- Friend who buy red pants is Bob.

(4) MpZEREBEALh o= AN, BE TR -ERITIZIT o=,
- Person who did not eat dinner went to the baeksstw at movie.

Japanese Sentence Order

Now that we've learned the concept of subordinkgses and how they are used as building blocksate
sentences, | can go over how Japanese sentencagrderks. There's this myth that keeps floatinguad about
Japanese sentence order that continues to plaguehrapless beginners to Japanese. Here's howst goe

The most basic sentence structure in English cateberibed as consisting of the following elemémthis specific
order: [Subject] [Verb] [Object]. A sentence is mgpammatically correct if any of those elementsraigsing or out
of order.

Japanese students will tell you that Japanesédyeoather hand, while frothing at the mouth, is clatgly
backwards!! Even some Japanese teacher mighioielthat the basic Japanese sentence order is fHuliject]
[Verb]. This is a classic example of trying toJapanese into an English-based type of thinking.ddfse, we all
know (right?) that the real order of the fundamedépanese sentence is: [Verb]. Anything elsedbates before the
verb doesn't have to come in any particular orddrreothing more than the verb is required to makemplete
sentence. In addition, the verb must always contieea¢nd. That's the whole point of even havingigas so that
they can identify what grammatical function a weeltves no matter where it is in the sentence.dn feothing will
stop us from making a sentence with [Object] [Sathjp/erb] or just [Object] [Verb]. The followingentences are
all complete and correct because the verb is atrideof the sentence.

Grammatically complete and correctly ordered sentences
(1) FFAETEHFUZEA T,

(2) PETHEEHLEEZEA T,

(3) BHYUFFILETEAT,

(4) FHEEFEAI,

(5) ﬁ&f:o

So don't sweat over whether your sentence is igah@ct order. Just remember the following rules.

Japanese sentence order

1. A complete sentence requires a main verb that oamse at the end. This also includes the
implied state-of-being.
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f5l) BT
i) F4 (1)
2. Complete sentences (subordinate clauses) can baas®dify nouns to make sentences
with nested subordinate clauses. (Except for onepion,see above
f5l) HEFBEEANT-RENANEICITo,
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Particles Revolution

Outline

The last three particles (Not!)

The Inclusivel & ] particle

The Vague Listind 451 andl &40 particles
Thel @ ] particle

Thel @ | particle as explanation

aprwdRE

The last three particles (Not!)

We have already gone over very powerful constrihescan express almost anything we want. We wél thel 0) |
particle will give us even more power by allowingto define a generic, abstract noun. We will éson how to
modify nouns directly with nouns. The three paeiclve will cover can group nouns together in diffénways.

This is the last lesson that will be specificalhgfised on particles but that doed mean that there are no more
particles to learn. We will learn many more paggchlong the way but they may not be labeled ds. #\gclong as
you know what they mean and how to use them,nbtdoo important to know whether they are partiae not

The Inclusive (L] particle

Thel & ] particle is similar to thé+ ] particle in that it contains a meaning of inclusitt can combine two or more
nouns together to mean "and".

(1) RT—=2ETA—UTHRERAI, - Ate fish by means of fork and spoon.
(2) AREHEELFEEFE 7=, - Bought book, magazine, and post card.

Another similar use of the& | particle is to show an action that was done taggettith someone or something else.
(1) RELEELT=, - Talked with friend.
(2) SFZcHELRo1=, - Met with teacher.

The Vague Listing [X°] and [t7>] particles

Thel 4> ] particle, just like thé & | particle, is used to list one or more nouns extegtit is much more vague than
thel & ] particle. It implies that there may be other tlsitigat are unlisted and that not all items in istenhay apply.
In English, you might think of this as an "and/etg." type of listing.

(1) AYONYTOFTEUIE, LDELY? - You don't need (things like) drink, cup, or napkétc.?
(2) #OIYEES, - Buy (things like) shoes and shirt, etc...

F&hv] also has the same meanind &3] but is a slightly more colloquial expression.
(1) HFMENDYTENFTERUIX, LMSEELV? - You don't need (things like) drink, cup, or napketc.?
(2) #ENTYYEES, - Buy (things like) shoes and shirt, etc...

The [?D] particle

Thel ® | particle has many uses and it is a very powerddiigle. It is introduced here because like ftégl and
%> particle, it can be used to connect one or motmsoLet's look at a few examples.

(1) RIT DX, - Book of Bob.
(2) A®DART, - Bob of book.
The first sentence essentially means, "Bob's bdolkt'a bible chapter). The second sentence méaosk's Bob"
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which is probably a mistake. I've translateld as "book of Bob" because thé® ] particle doesn't always imply
possession as the next example shows.

(1) RIE. TAVHDOKEDZEHET, - Bob is student of college of America.

In normal English, this would translate to, "Bolaistudent of an American college." The order oflifiwation is
backwards so Bob is a student of a college thatrisrican. 4 O KX=Z D 7 A1)71 ] means "America of college of
student” which is probably an error and makeslg#nse. (America of student's college?)

The noun that is being modified can be omittethiéf tontext clearly indicates what is being omittEae following
highlighted redundant words can be omitted.

(1) ZDOIwYILEHED Y ? - Whose shirt is that shirt?

(2) RT DUt - It is shirt of Bob.

to become:

(1) ZOI¥YILHD ? - Whose shirt is that?

(2) RT DT, - Itis of Bob.

(T#® ] is an abbreviation dfZ 41+ | so it directly modifies the noun because ftii2] particle is intrinsically
attached. Other words inclul&® | fromTZhd | andlH®D | fromTHN D 1)

Thel ? | particle in this usage essentially replaces thenrend takes over the role as a noun itself. We can
essentially treat adjectives and verbs just likensoby adding thé® | patrticle to it. The particle then becomes a
generic noun, which we can treat just like a regnGun.

(1) BLDIEX, HLIY, - Thing that is white is cute.

(2) #EZEIZTTLDOFEENT=, - Forgot the event of going to class.

Now we can use the direct object, topic, and idiemtparticle with verbs and adjectives. We doe'tessarily have
use thd @ | particle here. We can use the nd# 1, which is a generic object 6Z¢& | for a generic event. For
example, we can also say:

(1) ALV, ALy, - Thing that is white is cute.

(2) BEIZITLZEETNT=, - Forgot the thing of going to class.

However, thd 0 | particle is very useful in that you don't havespecify a particular noun. In the next examples, th
['? | particle is not replacing any particular nounjuét allows us to modify verb and adjective claugesnoun
clauses. The subordinate clauses are highlighted.

(1) EHMET HDIEKE, - The thing of studying every day is tough.

(2) BHEILYZE~AZD(E., @ELELY, - It's not interesting to eat same thing every day.

You might have noticed that the warf L | is directly modifyingl #1 even though it obviously isn't an i-adjective.
I have no idea why this is possible. One explamatiight be that it is actually an adverb, whichwik soon learn
doesn't require any particles.

Otherwise, even when substitutin@ | for a noun, you still need tHé&s | to modify the noun when a na-adjective is
being used.

(1) EBHTEEHL. TURADERET:, - Quiet room is room of Alice.

becomes:

(1) EHEDH., TYVRDERET:, - Quiet one is room of Alice.

*Warning: This may make things seem like you casiaee any arbitrary nouns wift® | but this is not so. It is
important to realize that the sentence must betabeiclause and not the noun that was replacedmple, in the
last section we had the sentenlc& £ Co7E  Ald. ZE4RITITARL VL. You may think that you can just replace
[ A1 with TD ] to producd FEA LR DI, FERIZITHELN . But in fact, this makes no sense because the
sentence is now about the clause "Is not stud€ht'.sentence becomes, "The thing of not being studiees not go
to school" which is complete gibberish becausebeatg a student is a state and it doesn't make=dena state to
go anywhere much less school.

The [?] particle as explanation

Thel @ ] particle attached at the end of the last clausesgintence can also convey an explanatory toy@uto
sentence. For example, if someone asked you ihgwe time, you might respond, "The thing is I'mdkof busy
right now." The abstract generic noun of "the thi;mg" can also be expressed with ti#® | particle. This type of
sentence has an embedded meaning that explainsatben(s) for something else.
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The sentence would be expressed like so:
(1) FIXELLI®D, - The thing is that (I'm) busy now.

This sounds very soft and feminine. In fact, adudies will almost always add a declarativé | unless they want to
sound cute for some reason.
(2) FIFMELLVDT=, - The thing is that (I'm) busy now.

However, since the declaratilVé | cannot be used in a question, the safd in questions do not carry a feminine
tone at all and is used by both males and females.
(3) FIFMELLVD ? - Is it that (you) are busy now? (gender-neutral)

To express state of being, when {i#® ] particle is used to convey this explanatory taveneed to adf’i | to
distinguish it from thd @) | particle that simply means "of".

(1) PLDI=, - Itis of Jim. (Itis Jim's.)

(2) PL7EMTE, - Itis Jim (with explanatory tone).

Besides this one case, everything else remainsatime as before.

In actuality, while this type of explanatory torseuised all the timd,0)71= | is usually substituted byA,7= J. This is
probably due to the fact thBA, 1= ] is easier to say thdD 7= . This grammar can have what seems like many
different meaning because not only can it be usddall forms of adjectives, nouns, and verbsseit canalsobe

conjugated just like the state of being. A conjiggathart will show you what this means.

There's really nothing new here. The first chajus addind A/7= ] (or [ A/7Z ) to a conjugated verb, noun, or
adjective. The second chart adds?= ] (or [7£A/7Z 1) to a non-conjugated verb, noun, adjective and tumjugates
thel' 721 part ofl A2 | just like a regular state of being for nouns aaehdjectives. Just don't forget to attach the
['%3 ] for nouns as well as na-adjectives.

[ A1Z ] attached to different conjugations
(You may substituté® | or T 7= | for TATZ1)

Noun/Na-Adj Verb/I-Adj
Plain RHELAT RL AT
Negative | ZFELeRGLAT MELGLAT
Past FESFAT BRATZAT=
Past-Neg| Z2ELCvEmMofzATZ | BREGHISTZATZ

[ A1 ] itself is conjugated
(You may substituté® | for T'A,J andl @ | or TD 1= for

FAT1)
Noun/Na-Adj Verb/I-Ad]
Plain RELGAT BRL AT
Negative | ZF4ALTAL®LEN LA Loz
Past RHELATEST BREAT=o1=
Past-Neg| BHETALoEh 2Tz | RO ALwEM o1z

| would say that the past and past-negative foonsdun/na-adjective in the second chart are almestr used
(especially withl @ ) but they are presented for completeness.

The crucial difference between using the explaydt@ | and not using anything at all is that you arertglthe
listener, "Look, here's the reason" as opposedrplg imparting new information. For example, ifseone asked
you, "Are you busy now?" you can simply ansvl §[&{CLLY]. However, if someone asked you, "How come you

80 of 237 2007/11/05 20:2



Tae Kim's Japanese guide to learning Japanese gramm file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/Administr&bE3%83%8.

can't talk to me?" since you obviously have sonm@agming to do, you would answdr& [ZtCLLID | or TS [EIEL
L ATZ ], This grammar is indispensable for seeking explana in questions. For instance, if you want ti, dsley,
isn't it late?" you can't just askiE<%:L\ ? | because that means, "It's not late?" You needdicate that you are
seeking explanation in the form UL A L0742 .

Let's see some examples of the types of situatitwese this grammar is used. The examples will il
translation to make it easier to see how the megstays the same and carries over into what waoeihkby different
types of sentences in normal English. A more natmalish translation is provided as well becauseliteral
translations can get a bit convoluted.

Example 1

TR EZIZF7{D ? - Where is it that (you) are going?
RT: BEIZIT<AT, - Itis that (1) go to class.

Alice: Where are you going? (Seeking explanation)
Bob: I'm going to class. (Explanatory)

Example 2

TUR: § BELHBA LML ?-Isn't it that there is class now?
R FlE. HEULATZ, - Now it is that there is no class.

Alice: Don't you have class now? (Expecting thar¢his class)

Bob: No, there is no class now. (Explanatory)

Example 3

TUR: & BEMNZWNALSLLY ?-Isn'tit that there isn't class now?
"I 334, %5, - No, there is.

Alice: Don't you not have class now? (Expecting thare is no class)
Bob: No, | do have class.

Example 4

TUR: ZFOANDBRESALeEMo1-0 ?- Wasn' it that that person was the one to buy?
RT: 35A.REMNESIAT, - No, it is that teacher is the one to buy.

Alice: Wasn't that person going to buy? (Expectimat the person would buy)

Bob: No, the teacher is going to. (Explanatory)

Example 5

TR BCHREBRBALLMEMN ST, - Itis that breakfast wasn't to eat.

RT: ESLT? - Why?

Alice: Should not have eaten breakfast, you kn&xp(aining that breakfast wasn't to be eaten)
Bob: How come?

Don't worry if you are thoroughly confused by nawe will see many more examples along the way. @oceget
the sense of how everything works, it's betteotgét the English because the double and triplathegs can get
quite confusing such as Example 3. However, indegait is a perfectly normal expression, as ydub&gin to
realize once you get accustomed to Japanese.
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Using Adverbs and Gobi

Outline

Why adverbs and gobi?
Properties of Adverbs
What's a "gobi"?

Thel43] gobi

Thel &1 gobi

Combining both to géidk4a ]

ok wnNpE

Why adverbs and gobi?

Well, the two are not related to each other butMehdecided to group them in one lesson becausdlinme
covering only the two most common gobi for now #rid too short to be a separate lesson in itself.

Properties of Adverbs

Unlike English, changing adjectives to adverbsvery simple and straightforward process. In additsince the
system of particles make sentence ordering flexddeerbs can be placed anywhere in the clausd énaplies to
long as it comebeforethe verb that it refers to. As usual, we have $&parate rules: one for i-adjectives, and one
for na-adjectives.

How to change an adjective to an adverb

5 e i-adjectives: Substitute tHe, > | with I<]. E
E i) By — B< E
: ¢ na-adjectives: Attach the target parti€le J. 5
: i) EnLs — EhLNC :

(1) RIFETHEEE{B 1=, - Bob quickly ate breakfast.

The adverd <] is a little different from the English word 'fast'that it can mean quickly in terms of speed
time. In other words, Bob may have eaten his basdldarly or he may have eaten it quickly dependimthe
context. In other types of sentences such®<E>7= 1, it is quite obvious that it probably means quyckhd not
early. (Of course this also depends on the context.

(2) PUYRIZBHDEEZE=M1VZLT=, - Alice did her own room toward clean.

The literal translation kind of gives you a senfw/oy the target particle is used. There is songei@ent against
calling this an adverb at all but it is convenifartus to do so because of the grouping of i-adjestand
na-adjectives. Thinking of it as an adverb, we icdéerpret the sentence to mean: "Alice did her rateanly." or
less literally: "Alice cleaned her room(fZ#4L01 ] literally means "pretty” but if it helps, you c#rink of it as,
"Alice prettied up her own room."

Note: Not all adverbs are derived from adjecti®sme words likd 2K | andl f={ZA,] are adverbs in themselves
without any conjugation. These words can be usédowt particles just like regular adverbs.

(1) MEZE-{=ART-, - Saw a lot of movies.
(2) ‘. &EABAKLY, - Lately, don't eat at all.

Let's look at more examples of adverb usage.
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(1) RTDFEIL. #EKELY, - Bob's voice isairly large.
(2) ZOHETIE., &EARE{EH2T=, - This town had changegteatlylately.
(3) EEZEDHTIX, §H 129 %, - Within the library, [we] do thingguietly.

What's a "gobi"?

In this section, we will cover the two most commypounsed gobil 2 | literally means "language tail" and it simply
refers to anything that comes at the end of a seater a word. In this guide, | will use it to debe the one or two
hiragana characters that always come at the esendénces due to the lack of better terminologgsé&tendings are
often very hard to explain because many do notdlgthave a specific meaning. But they can chahgeésound' or
'feel' of a sentence and add some zest and pép sehtence. The two we will cover here do haveninga and they
are used quite often.

The #2] gobi

People usually adtia | to the end of their sentence when they are lookingand expecting) agreement to what
they are saying. This is equivalent to saying,Ht®j or "isn't it?" in English.

Example 1

AT LWWKREKTE1, - Good weatherful?

TR &%, - Thatis sojsn't it?

The literal translation ofZ5%a ] sounds a bit odd but it basically means sometlikeg"Sure is". Males would
probably say[ Z57124a1.

Example 2

TR BHLLAWETZ>T-12, - That was interesting movieasn't i?

RT: 2?2 2RBHLLAIEM o1, - Huh? No, it wasn't interesting at all.

Since Alice is expecting agreement that the mo\as imteresting Bob is surprised because he didd'tfie movie
interesting at all.I(z | is a sound of surprise and confusion.)

The X gobi

When' & | is attached to the end of a sentence, it meanshtbapeaker is informing the listener of someghiew.
In English, we might say this with a, "You knowstich as the sentence, "You know, I'm actuallyrauge’

Example 1
TR EREIAEELVE, - You know, there is no time.
RT: KRELKFL - It's ok,you know

Example 2
TUR: SHIEZVLWLKE T4, - Good weather today, huh?
RT: SA, TH, BEAHNES L, - Yeah. But it will rain tomorrowyou know

Combining both to get [X#3]

You can also combine the two gobi we just learmect¢atd k43 1. This is essentially used when you want to
inform the listener of some new point you're trytognake and when you're seeking agreement ortlieagame
time. When combining the two, the order must alwagEXk4a 1. You cannot reverse the order.

Example
TUR: RITE, BHFELRAT LS, - You know you like fish,dontch®
T F3714a, - That is sohul?
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Essential Grammar

Grammar you must know

We have learned the basic foundation of the Japdaeguage. Now that we have a general knowledgewf
Japanese works, we can now extend that by leaspiegific grammar for various situations. This s@tivill go
over what is considered to be essential grammdvdsic practical Japanese. You will begin to seefditeral
translations in order to emphasize the new granmoarthat you (should) have a good understandirtgebasic
fundamental grammar. For example, in sentencesenthersubject has not been specified, | might sirspécify the
subject in the translation as 'he' even thoughaig mery well be "we" or "them" depending on the texih

This section starts with transforming what we hi@agned so far into a more unassuming and polien fin any
language, there are ways to word things differetatlgxpress a feeling of deference or politenegsnEnglish has
differences such as saying, "May I..." vs "Cafl.IYou may speak one way to your professor andrearovay to
your friends. However, Japanese is different i tiw only does the type of vocabulary change gtlaenmatice
structure forevery sentencehanges as well. There is a distinct and cleardifferentiating polite and casual types
of speech. On the one hand, the rules clearlydeilhow to structure your sentences for differecia contexts. On
the other hand, every sentence you speak mustripegated to the proper level of politeness. InisacB, we will
cover the polite version of Japanese, which isireduor speaking to people of higher social positbr to people
you are unfamiliar witl

This section will then continue to cover the mastful major types of grammar in Japanese. Foréaison, we will
learn the most common conjugations such as therie;fpotential, conditional, and volitional. Thétéax sections are
in no particular order and neither does it neeldetoThe grammar that is presented here is essaiftieth means that
you have to learn it all anyway and learn them

Lessons covered in this section

! e Polite Form- Covers the fundamental difference between palii@ casual types of speech.
: Goes over rules of conjugation for the polite form. :
: e Addressing PeopleCovers how to address people by properly acogrtti their title or E
: station. Also covers the various types of proncamds their appropriate uses. :
: e Question Marker Covers how to clearly indicate a question intpdiorm. Also discusses :
; the use of the question marker in other contexts. :
; e Compound Sentenced earn how to chain several sentences into oridduces the ever ;
; useful te-form. ;
; e Enduring StatesLearn how to express a continuing action orestaing the te-form. :
; e Potential Form Goes over how to express the ability to do sbingt ;
5 e Usingd % and7%i4 with thelZ particle- Goes over some useful expressions Wih5 | E

andl7%:4 J.

e Conditionals- Explains how to express things and events tbatiroon a given condition.
Comp sci majors, you'll want to read this section!

e Expressing "must” or "have te'How to say that you must or must not do somethitiso
covers how you say you don't have to do something.

e Desire and Suggestion$soes over how to express desire and make sugges
must-read for getting dates in Japan!

e Using quoted subordinate clauses and expressingdyed_earn how to express your
thoughts and quote others using quoted subordotatses.

e Defining and Describing Learn to usé &LY5 | to define, describe, or generally talk about
something.

e Trying something out or attempting to do somethifigy out things or make an attempt to
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do something using this grammar.

e Giving and Receiving Learn how to give and receive usirdp 75 1. (5], [{h3].
andl£53].

e Making requests Learn how to make requests uslng<f=&LV), T ~%ELV ) T~B &5
fZLV 1. and the command (imperative) form.

e Numbers and CountingExplains numbers and various counters for cognti

e Wrapping up and more GobWrap up what we've learned in this section anigHi up
with gobi.
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May you be so pleased as to learn this section?

Outline

Not being rude in Japan

The stem of verbs

Usingl ~Z 9 1 to make verbs polite
Using! T3 | for everything else
[T9 Jis NOT the same dg= ]

aprwdRE

Not being rude in Japan

The Japanese we have learned so far is all welgaad if you're 5-years old. Unfortunately, adate expected to
use a politer version of the language (calle& &) when addressing certain people. People you wilbably use
T Z:E with are: 1) people of higher social rank, ang@pple you are not familiar with. Deciding wheruse which
language is pretty much a matter of 'feel'. HowewNeés a good idea to stick with one form for egehrson.

Later (probably much later), we will learn an eymtiter version of the language called honorifE#5z&) and
humble (5ki%z&) form. It will be more useful than you may thinkda@ise store clerks, receptionists, and such will
speak to you in those forms. But for now, let'sasnirate on just Z:E, which is the base fEL#EE andik:EE.

Fortunately, it is not difficult to change casupéech to polite speech. There may be some sligitges to the
vocabulary (for example, "yes" and "no" beconf@gl Y] andl LMY Z | respectively in polite speech), and very
colloquial types of gobi obviously are not usegaiite speech. (Don't worry; we haven't even gorer ¢those yet.)
Essentially, the only main difference between pddihd casual speech comes at the very end ofikense. You
cannot even tell whether a person is speaking litepar casual speech until the sentence is finlshe

The stem of verbs

In order to conjugate all u-verbs and ru-verbs their respective polite forms, we will first leaabout the stem of
verbs. This is often called tmeasu-stenin Japanese textbooks but we will call it just skembecause it is used in
many more conjugations than just its masu-form. gtken is really great because it's very easy tdyme and is
useful in many different types of grammar.

Rules for extracting the stem of verbs

e ru-verbs - Remove thie3 |
i) BRNE - BN

e u-verbs - The last vowel sound changes from ahvawel sound to an /i / vowel sound.
i) k< — kE

e Exceptions 194 | becomed L] andl<5 | becomed = |.

The stem when used by itself can be a very speethknd limited way of creating nouns from verbilé/thel 0 |
particle allows you to talk about verbs as if tmegre nouns, the stem actually turns verbs into soumfact, in very
rare cases, the stem is used more often than thétself. For example, the stemId&5 | (LAH D) is used more
often than the verb itself. The movie, "Fists ofyFus translated ab3% Y M #%#: | and notl #R58%# . In fact,[ &
%1 will most likely be read ab#Z% 1, a completely different verb with the same mearingd kanji! There are a
number of specific nouns (suchld&# |) that are really verb stems that are used likalegegiouns. However, in
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general we cannot take any verb and make it imoum. For example, the following sentence is wrong.
(32) #RHA%T %, - (This sentence makes sense but no one talkshige

However, a useful grammar that works in generaktems of all verbs is using the stem as a targhtaumotion
verb (almost alwayb17< | andl 3% ] in this case). This grammar means, "to go or taecto do [some verb]".
Here's an example.

(1) BAH. MEZ% 7 (247<, - Tomorrow, go to see movie.
FRIZ] is the stem of &% 1 combined with the target particléc |.

The motion target particle~ 1 sounds like you're literally going or coming tavsething while thd [Z] particle
implies that you are going or coming for the pugo$doing something.

(1) FEA. REMNEUAET,
- Yesterday, friend came to a playing activity. ({8ds a bit strange)

(2) FER. REMNEVIZET,
- Yesterday, friend came to play.

The expressiohZ L #1294 1 meaning "to look forward to" is formed from grammsamilar to this but is a special
case and should be considered a set expression.

Other verbs are also sometimes attached to theteteraate new verbs. For example, whétd™ | is attached to the
stem ofl &4 1, which isT EY |, you getl Y H 9" ] meaning "to break out into a run". Other exampiekidel ]
Y% Z % ], which means "to switch over to something elsat] [ (7012 % 1, which means "to add something by
attaching it". You can see how the separate mearihthe two verbs are combined to create the membined verb.
For example[ &L H 91 means "to start talking", combining the meaning,sSpeak” and "to bring out". There are
no general rules here, you need to just memorgsetikombined verbs as separate verbs in theirighi r

Things that are written in a formal context sucmewspaper articles also use the stem as a covenerb. We will
come back to this later in th@rmal Expressiotesson.

Using [~%7 ] to make verbs polite

Of course, the reason | introduced the verb steim lisarn how to conjugated verbs into their pdidem... the
masu-form! The masu-form must always come at tlieoém complete sentence and never inside a maodifyi
subordinate clause. When we learn compound sergteweewill see that each sub-sentence of the contbou
sentence can end in masu-form as well.

To conjugate verbs into the masu-form, you attafferént conjugations of &3] to the stem depending on the
tense. Here is a chart.

A conjugation chart with sample stdrfiz U} |
79 conjugations Stem&Ed

Plain FY WUET
Negative FEA WUEEA

Past FL1- WEURELT-
Past-Neg| FHATLEz |#EUVELEATLIE

Examples
As usual, let's see some examples.

(1) BB, XZIITEET,
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- Tomorrow, go to college.

(2) %B.RTIz=0vEL=&,
- You know, met Bob last week.

(3) MiCHREE~FHFATLI=1,
- Didn't eat dinner, huh?

(4) ARGWBREFREFEE A,
- About not interesting movies, do not see (them).

Using [¢9 ] for everything else

For any sentence that does not end in a ru-vedbverb, the only thing that needs to be done &dl T4 J or T
L7=1. You can also do this for substituted nouns (d&th andl A1) by just treating them like regular nouns (refer
to: Particle 3. Another important thing to remember is thahiéite is a declarativief= |, it must be removed. In being
polite, | guess you can't be so bold as to forwadeiclare things the wdyf= | does. Just like the masu-form, this
must also go at the end of a complete sentence. isl@rchart illustrating the conjugations.

i-adjective ¢z cannot be used)

Casual Polite

Plain )Y o] ATAY MHULNNTT

Negative | H 4L %Ly MHULIENTT

Past Y o] AViNoY o )Y o] AV oY G

Past-Neg| MhHL\KEEMoT= | L WiEh21=TT

na-adjective/noun (might have to remdig

Casual Polite
Plain (1) Fabhcd
Negative | FEMLCARLY FOCeRTT
Past FRbvEof: XEEmTLIZ
Past-Neg| D LCoiam otz | FEHLwEMN 21T

% Notice in the case of noun/na-adjectordy, the past tense beconle§L7=]. A very common mistake is to do
the same for i-adjectives. Remembér LM\ TL7=] is wrong!

Examples

As usual, let's see some examples.

(1) FRIFETHRIHETT,
- About puppies, like very much. (The most nattirahslation is that someone likes puppies very nidtthere is

not enough context to rule out that the puppies sigmething very much.)

(2) BEBR.BFEAEANSTZATT,
- It was that there was no time yesterday.

(3) ZDOMEFHFYFFMNL LTI,
- That room is not very quiet.

89 of 237 2007/11/05 20:2



Tae Kim's Japanese guide to learning Japanese gramm file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/Administr&bE3%83%8.

(4) FBICRfF-BRE(E, ETHEEN ST,
- Movie saw last week was very interesting.

¢ Reality Check

| have heard on a number of occasions that thetiweggon-past conjugation as given here is notadficially”
correct conjugation. Instead, what's considerdatta more "correct” conjugation is to actually aegl thd 2L\ T
91 part withl %Y FEH A 1. The reasoning is that the polite negative forrthefverbl %% | is notl LT3 but
[BYUFEE AL Therefore] ML <AL | actually becomebMH LB YER AL andl FEH L%y ] becomed %
MLrHYFEAL

The reality of today's Japanese is that what'sasgipto be the "official” conjugation sounds rattéf and formal.
In normal everyday conversations, the conjugati@sented here will be used almost every time. Wjule should
use the more formal conjugations for written wanking the polite form, you'll rarely hear it in aat speech. In
conclusion, | recommend studying and becoming famiith both types of conjugations.

A more formal negative conjugation

Casual Polite

Negative | ML ML HYFEEA

Past-Neg| ML \KiEho1= | hblKHYEFATLT

Negative | FEM LAY FhlCehlEEA

Past-Neg| ##h\Colihofz | @M LeHYUELATL:

Examples

(1) ZOHERFHFYVE#FEILLLENNTT X,
- You know, that room is not very quiet.

(2) ZDEHMEFIHFEYBNLoHYEE AKX,
- You know, that room is not very quiet.

[¢4) is NOT the same as 77

Many of you who have taken Japanese classes halalgy been taught thAtcd | is the polite version off=].
However, | want to point some several key diffeemnbere and the reasons why they are in fact coahplfferent
things. It is impossible to fully explain the reasavhy they are fundamentally different withoutagdissing grammar
that have yet to be covered so | would like toeathis toward those who have already started ilegiapanese and
have been incorrectly misinformed thdt | is the casual version 6fGd 1. For the rest of you new to this, you can
easily skip this part.

I'm sure most of you have learned the express®n | by now. Now, there are four ways to make a coraplet
sentence using the state-of-being With3 ] to produce a sentence that says, "That is so."

Different waysto say, " That is s0."
(1) %3,

(2) %31

(3) £5TY,

(4) Z5TIEVEYT,

The firstl Z5 ] is the implied state of being ahé57= | is the declarative. As I've stated before, the-assuming
soft spokerd %3 ] is often used by females while the more confideqdb7= ] is often used by malebZ5T9 | is
the polite version of Z3 1, created by attachingGd ] to the nounl Z5T9 | is not the polite version of Z57= |
where thd 7= | is replaced by T3 | and I'll explain why.
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Perhaps we wanted to make that sentence into éi@uesstead to ask, "Is that so?" There are séveags to do this
but some possibilities are given in the followiighis grammar is covered inl@er sectior)

Different waysto ask, " I sthat so?"
(1) 57

(2) &5m,7

(3) E5TYM?

As I've explained before, tHg= ] is used to declare what one believes to be aTaerefore[ Z57=/H ? | is not a
valid way to ask a question because it is declaifapt and asking a question at the same timeth@ufiact thaf %
5TY HV] is a valid question shows tHaGd | andl 7= ] are essentially differentZ5T3" 1, in showing respect
and humbleness, is not as assertive and is mérelydlite version of 23 J.

Besides the difference in nuance betwegn andl T3 1, another key difference is tht= | is used in many
different types of grammar to delineate a subotéictausel T3 1, on the other hand, is only used at the end of a
sentence to designate a polite state-of-beingirstance, consider the two following sentencesig §hammar is
covered in dater sectior)

(IE) #57=EEUET - | think that is so.
(88) &25TFELBEUVET - (Incorrect sentence)

rZ57-&BUVET | is valid whilel 25 T9 &BUVET | is not becausET9 | can only go at the end of the
sentencel T3] can only be in a subordinate clause when it isectiquote of what someone said such as the
following.

(1) TIEL, E5TY IEEA =

In conclusion, replacin§Td 1 with ['#Z |, thinking one is the polite equivalent of the atbevice-versa will
potentially result in grammatically incorrect samtes. It is best to think of them as totally sefmathaings (because

they are).
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I'm not talking about the postal system silly!

Outline

Addressing people properly in Japanese
Referring to yourself

Referring to others by name
Referring to others with "you"
Referring to others in third person
Referring to family members

ok wnNpE

Addressing people properly in Japanese

Not only is it important to use the right type ahguage with the right people, it is also importaraddress them t
the right name. It is also important to addressyelfi with the proper level of politeness. Japansspecial in that
there are so many ways of saying the simple wdttdand "you". We will go over some of ways to rete yourself
and others.

Referring to yourself

There are many ways to say "I" in Japanese. Sortieeeé words are not as common and others aredsspel
outdated. We will go over the most common onesdhain use today. The usages of all the diffenets for "I" is
separated into two categories: gender and politeme®ther words, there are words that are usuaky by males
and words that are usually only used by femaleslaeyglall depend on the social context.

Before going into this: a note about the wbffl . The official reading of the kanji Isto7=<L J. This is the reading
you is used in a formal context (for example, aespeby the president of a company). This readidigorobably b
accompanied with honorific and humble forms, whigwill cover later. In all other situations, itusually read as
[+>7f=L 1. This is the most generic reference to "I" in temh politeness and gender; therefore it is usuaily of the
first words taught to students of Japanese.

Here is a list of the most common words for "I" drv they are used:

Fh (H1=<L) - Used by both males and females for formal sivnat

F (H7=L) - Used by both males and females for normal psliteations.

% - Used primarily by males from fairly polite toifig casual situations.

& - A very rough version of "I" used almost excludivby males in very casual situations.

&1L - A very feminine and casual way to refer to olfeséany girls have decided to opt fo#>7=L |
instead becaudalh7=L | has a cutesy and girly sound.

One's own name - Also a very feminine and kindholidesh way to refer to oneself.

7. 1oL - Usually used by older men well in their middigea.

aobrwbdE

o

Let's see how different types of sentences usagheopriate version of "I'.4>7=<L | is left out because we have
yet to go over very formal grammatical expressi

(1) DAFIIFLTT, - My name is Kim. (Neutral, polite)

(2) EDOATFIIFLTT, - My name is Kim. (Masculine, polite)
(3) EDAFIXARTI, - My name is Bob. (Masculine, casual)
(4) EDATRIFARTLT, - My name is Bob. (Masculine, casual)
(5) HI-LOARFIELT')RX,-Myname is Alice. (Feminine, casual)

Referring to others by name
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Japanese does not require the use of "you" nesuiyugh as English does. | hope that the examplésBeib, Alice,
and Jim have shown that people refer to other pemptheir names even when they are directly adiargshat
person. Another common way to address people ibdiytitle such as#t & |, [FE&K 1. %4 |, etc. The word %
4 | is used to generally mean any person who hasfisigni knowledge and expertise in something. Famexe,
people usually use5t 4 | when directly addressing doctors or teachers @isl). You can also include the
person's last name suchldl 1 5¢ 4 | (teacher Tanaka). In the case where your relatipngith the person doesn't
involve any title, you can use their name (usutiBir last name) attached witlE A, ] to show politeness. If calling
them by their last name seems a little too politet distant, the practice of attachingAs ] to their first name also
exists. More endearing and colloquial version§®# | includel <A, | andl 5 A 1. <A ] is usually attached to
the name of males who are of equal or lower squaition. (For example, my boss sometimes call$ #és <A ).
5% A ] is a very endearing way to refer to usually femaleequal or lower social position.

Referring to others with "you"

Please do not udeh7i1= | just like you would use the word "you" in English.directly addressing people, there are
three levels of politeness: 1) Using the persoareawith the appropriate suffix, 2) Not using ainyghat all, 3)
Usingl#&7%:7= 1. In fact, by the time you get to three, you'regimously in the area of being rude. Most of theetim
you do not need to use anything at all becauseay®ulirectly addressing the person. Constantly giogrthe

listener with "you" every sentence sounds like goeiaccusing the person of something.

#7711 is also an old-fashioned way for women to refethiir husband or lover. Unless you are a middiedag
women with a Japanese husband, | doubt you wilidieg! #7%£7= | in this fashion as well.

Here is a list of some words meaning "you" in EsigliYou will rarely need to use any of these woedpecially the
ones in the second half of the list.

1. %% 1= - Generally only used when there is no way to juiajty address the person or know the person's name
For example, direct questions to the reader omra fbat the reader must fill out would U 7%i7= J.

2. & - Can be a very close and assuming way to addmdsgespecially by guys). Can also be kind ofaud

3. $8i - A very rough and coarse way to address somedseally used by guys and often changefidh % J.

&A1= - A very assuming and familiar way to address smmee The person using this is maybe miffed off

about something.

5. 3 - Very rude. Likel #7811, to add extra punch, people will usually saykie )il Té&H~ ~ 1. Sounds like
you want to beat someone up. I've only seen thesusied in movies and comic books. In fact, if yguhis on
your friends, they will probably laugh at you aedl tou that you've probably been reading too mamyic
books.

6. &%k - Very, very rude. Sounds like you want to takaeone out. I've also only seen this one used iriccom
books. | only go over it so you can understandemrdy comic books yourself!

E

Referring to others in third person

You can usé 1§ | andl % | for "he" and "she" respectively. Notice th4# | andl %z | can also mean
"boyfriend" and "girlfriend". So how can you telhwch meaning is being used? Context, of courseekample, if
someone ask$ & Z T9 H ? | the person is obviously asking if she is you'réfrignd because the gquestion, "Is she
she?" doesn't make any sense. Another less commsetyalternative is to sdyi—/L 7L K ] andl/R—1 LY

k1 for, well, I'm sure you can guess what they mean.

Referring to family members

Referring to family members is a little more cormptied than English. (It could be worse, try leagriiorean!) For
the purpose of brevity, (since thgsa grammar guide and not a vocabulary guide) weonlly go over the immediate
family. In Japanese, you refer to members of gpleeple’'s family more politely than your own. ThEonly when
you are talking about members of your own familptisersoutside the family. For example, you would refeyoair
own mother a$#} | to people outside your family but you might verglixcall herl XA, | at home within your
own family. There is also a distinction betweenreoldnd younger siblings. The following chart listree of the most
common terms for family members. There may alsother possibilities not covered in this chart.
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Family member chart

One's own family

Someone else's family

Parents a3 CHER
Mother 15 BESA
Father R BRSA
Wife 3 HXA
Husband x ZEA
Older Sister bif BhisA
Older Brother 5 BisA
Younger Sister 53 REA
Younger Brother Lz BIA
Son BF BEFSA
Daughter R IREA

file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/Administr&bE3%83%8.

Another word for wife[ A | is often considered politically incorrect becatise kanji used are "house" and
"Iinside” which implies that wives belong in the hmmmen. (Just kidding)
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Question Marker

Outline

1. Questions in polite form
2. The question marker in casual speech
3. A1 used in subordinate clauses
4. Using question words

Questions in polite form

The question marker is covered here because itmggly used to clearly indicate a question inifgsentences.
While it is entirely possible to express a quesgwan in polite form using just intonation, the sien marker is
often attached to the very end of the sentencedicate a question. The question marker is sinfgyhiragana
characteff 5] and you don't need to add a question markpFeriously explained reasgngu must not use the
declarative 7= | with the question marker.

Example 1
HbSA: BBIAIXEZTTH, - Where is (your) mother?
BARTA: BIXELMIIZITEELT =, - (My) mother went shopping.

Example 2
FLSA: 1RI)THEBEZERIZITEFEE AN, - Go to eat Italian food?
BARSA: THFEFA. BEoE. BELLDIENTT, - Sorry. (My) stomach is a little full.

Here the question is actually being used as amaition just like how in English we say, "Won't yoome in for a
drink?" T & FEH A ] is a polite way of apologizing. Slightly less fahis I Z & A% &Ly ] while the casual version
is simply[ Z& A/ J.

The question marker in casual speech

It makes sense to conclude that the question manteld work in exactly the same way in casual speecit does in
polite speech. However, thisnst the case. The question marker | is usually not used with casual speech to make
actual questions. It is often used to consider dresomething is true or not. Depending on theecdrand

intonation, it can also be used to make rhetorjoaistions or to express sarcasm. It can sound muitgh so you

might want to be careful about usihgJ for questions in the plain casual form.

Examples

(1) CABDERZGITENDIN?
- Do you think [he/she] will really eat this typétbing?

(2) ZALBDIE. HEN&K!
- Do I look like | would have something like that?!

Instead off A J, real questions in casual speech are usually asitedheexplanatory® particleor nothing at all
except for a rise in intonation, as we have alresbn in previous sections.

(1) CABDERHBIZERD?
- Are you really going to eat something like this?
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(2) FALBDIF. HED?
- Do you have something like that?

[7>] used in subordinate clauses

Another use of the question marker is simply gratitaband has nothing to do with the politenesgju&stion
marker attached to the end of a subordinate clanad®s a mini-question inside a larger sentences dllows the
speaker to talk about the question. For example cpm talk about the question, "What did | eat y@ddn the
following examples, the question that is being ad&i®d is in red.

(1) BEE{EIZE~T=MENT=, - Forgot what | ate yesterday.
(2) WIEfAIZEE -T2 ML, - Don't understand what he said.
(3) EAENZRIZIT =N EAELN? - Won't you inform me whether teacher went to stho

In sentences liké3) where the question being considered has a yesswea, it is common (but not necessary) to
attachl £5HJ. This is roughly equivalent to saying, "whethenot" in English. You can also include the
alternative as well to mean the same thing.

(1) EENERIZITOIE=MESHHISEELY, - Don't know whether or not teacher went to school.
(2) EEIERIZIT OIS =D EISELY, - Don't know whether teacher went to school or tidn

Using question words

While we're on the topic of questions, this is adjime to go over question words (where, who, wétat) and what
they mean in various contexts. Take a look at valdding the question marker does to the meaninigeoivbrds.

Question Words

Word+Question Marker Meaning
AN Someone
far A Something
Lo Sometime
ETh Somewhere
Enn A certain one from many

As you can see by the following examples, you ceattthese words just like any regular nouns.

(1) HEMRBLLLVYF—FLEBB 1=, - Someone ate all the delicious cookies.

(2) HEMNBATZDOM. HENHYERAD, - Does anybody know who stole it?

(3) LAEEHTRELI=D, - Did you see the criminal somewhere?

(4) SOmhbENNZEESD, - (Explaining) You are to select a certain one fiagide this [selection].

Question words with inclusive meaning
The same question words in the chart above caomeioed withl % ] in a negative sentence to mean "noboi#'
4), "nothing" (a14,), "nowhere"(EZ3), etc.

£+ 1 andl fa]$ | are primarily used only for negative sentencesidDsly, there is no way to say "everybody", and
"everything" with question words. Instead, it isygentional to use other words liké+ A% #AiESA ) TE2ER ).

The remaining three word$ D% | (meaning "always") anbE 11+, 1 (meaning "any and all"), addcZ % |
(meaning everywhere) can be used in both negatigeasitive sentences.
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Inclusive Words

Word+% Meaning

H: &) Nobody (negative only

far Nothing (negative only

Loh Always
EZH Everywhere
Ent Any and all

(1) ZOBEROZZIE. #HHHBELY, - Nobody knows the answer of this question.

(2) REFLDOLENS, - Friend is always late.
(3) CZIZHBLARLIUIEENLELLLELY - Any and all restaurants that are here are sty.ta

(4) SHAXRIF., EZIZLITAEMIST=, - Went nowhere this weekend.

(Grammatically, thid ] is the same as the topic parti€i® | so the target particlelZ ] must go before the topic
particlel £ ] in ordering.)

Question words to mean " any"
The same question words combined Wit+ | can be used to mean "any". One thing to be caatfolit is that {2

Tt isread as%sATH ] andnot TE(ZTH )

Words for "Any"
Word+T% | Meaning

HTH Anybody

farc Anything

LVDTH | Anytime

EZTH | Anywhere

ENTE | Whichever

(1) COBEROZEZIL. ifTEHHH B, - Anybody understands the answer of this question.
(2) BIERIE. EZTHULWNTT, - About lunch, anywhere is good.
(3) HDAIX, KLIZRITHLEBA%, - That person really eats anything.
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Intrinsically Intricate
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Compound Sentences

Expressing a sequence of states

Expressing a sequence of verbs with the te-form
Expressing reason or causation udidys | andl D T
Usingl @D [ZJ to mean "despite”

Expressing contradiction using?’ | andl [T& |
Expressing multiple reasons usihlg |

Expressing multiple actions or states udingf=Y 9 5]

N R~LDNE

Compound Sentences

In this section, we will learn various ways to congbmultiple simple sentences into one complexesed. For
example, we will learn how to chain separate sem@emogether to express multiple actions or statesther words,
if we have two simple sentences with the same stibjeran” and "l ate", we will learn how to grotipem together
to mean, "l ran and ate." We will also learn hovddéothis with adjectives and nouns. (Ex: He is rttdindsome, and
charming.)

Expressing a sequence of states

It is very easy to combine a chain of houns anddailjes to describe a person or object. For exagmplenglish if
we wanted to say, "He is X. He is Y. He is Z." @iradl three sentences have the same noun, we weudlly say,
"Heis X, Y, and Z." In Japanese, we can do theesdmmg by conjugating the noun or adjective. Tast houn or
adjective remains the same as before.

How to chain nouns and adjectives together

Nouns and na-adjectivesAttachl T to the noun or na-adjective.
f5il) —hEH) — —RERIT
) & — AT

I-adjectives and negative noun/adjectiveReplace thé (| with [<T .
XForTL Y] andl Ao Ly, thel Ly— & | exception applies here as well.
i) P - T

f5l) WEZLeh - W LoeiadT

B Ly — kLT

Examples

(1) FADEPEIX. ENWT, M T, ETHLFE,
- My room is clean, quiet, and I like it a lot.

- She is not a student, she is a teacher.
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(3) HFZAK. BEEFHL T, HhoI LT . BAMTI 13,
- Tanaka-san is rich, handsome, and charming,ief?'t
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As you can see, tHeT ] attached td & 5% | obviously cannot be theontext particld T J here because there is

no verb. It might be helpful to think 6fC | as merely a substitution for= ] that can be chained together.

Expressing a sequence of verbs with the te-form

In a similar fashion, you can express multiple@ddi It is usually interpreted as a sequence aifteyiedid [X], then
I did [Y], then I finally did [Z].) There are twaofms: positive and negative. The tense of all i®as is determined

by the tense of the last verb.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

How to chain verbs together

1. Positive: Conjugate the verb to jiast tensand replacé =] with [ TJ or '] with [ T1.
This is often called thee-form even though it could sometimes be 'de’.

This rule also works for the polifec3™ 1 andl &9 | endings.

Bl) FETT > FETLE SFETLT
B BEWET - BLWVELE - BULVELT

2. Negative: Same as i-adjectives, replac®] with <T].

Sample conjugations
Past Tense| Te-form Negative | Te-form
BRI BART BARGL | BARGLT
7o1= 1oT TIMEL | 1THECT
L7= LT L7y L7<{T
WA= WA T WEILTELY | B (FTR<T
AT AT RFEGLY | REGLT

Examples

(1) BEIZT>T.BRIHEEAT. REEZT 5,
- I will go to cafeteria, eat lunch, and take a.nap

(2) BEIZITHO>T.RIHEEAT, BRE%LT,
- | went to cafeteria, ate lunch, and took a nap.

(3) BHEAHYELT. MEEFRFELT -,
- There was time and | watched a movie.

Expressing reason or causation using [7°5] and (D]

You can connect two complete sentences using | to indicate a reason for something. The two se@®are
always ordered [reasori}5 [result]. When the reason is a non-conjugated moura-adjective, yomustaddl 7= |
to explicitly declare the reason in the forml @ghoun/na-adjective} 5 1. If you forget to add the declaratiVé |

to ['Avi5 1, it will end up sounding like theh\is | meaning "from" which was first introduced Rarticles 2
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Examples

(1) BN EIN2T=D o/R—T4—IZTEFEATLE
- There was no time so didn't go to party.

(2) RENSTLEUIDFET-,
- Present cameom friend.

(8) RELMLTLEURAET:,
- Present cameecausdthe person is) friend. (This sentence sounds adai.)

Either the reason or the cause can be omittedsifdiear from the context. In the case of polfieexh, you would
treatl /5 1 just like a regular noun and afl@d 1. When you omit the reason, you must include thetadative
[=1orTT9 1.

HAfSA) ESLTIR—T1—IZfTEFEEATLIZA, - Why didn't you go to the party?
WHSA) BRINEMNST=H 5T, - It's because | didn't have time.

—BR) IS—F4—IZfTAVEM2T=0 ? - You didn't go to the party?
EF) SA.BEEBALEI>I=H 5, - Yeah, because | didn't have time.

(1) EfEAEA ST, - | didn't have time.
(2) I=hN\—TFT4—IZfTMEM>T=D ? - Is that why you didn't go to the party.

Notice thailllEH&A, andEF could have used thexplanatoryl @ 1 to express the same thing. In other wort$H
ZA could have also saiflfFf N LM >T-D T or TBEEfEI A A >f=A T | while EF could have saiflf%f&
WEM-7=M 1 (we'll assume she wants to use the more femimima)f In fact, this is where® T ] possibly came
from. Let's say you want to combine two sententBEEI AN G M >T=D 1= | andl /A\—FT 4 —[ZITHVE Mo T= .
Remember we can treat thé | just like a noun so we can use what we just lehim¢he first section of this lesson.

(1) BRNEMN =D+ /18 —T4—I{THEM o T
becomes:
(2) BRMNEMNF=D TIN—FT4—IZFTFhEM >,

In fact,T T is almost interchangeable wiktth i | with a few subtle differencebh i | explicitly states that the
sentence preceding is the reason for something\W#ITC | is merely putting two sentences together, thé fiith

an explanatory tone. This is something | call ciaeavhere [X] happened, therefore [Y] happenedsThslightly
different froml A5 1 where [Y] happened explicitlyecausgX] happened. This difference tends to make T J

sound softer and slighter more polite and it iofad overl /5 | when explaining a reason for doing something that
is considered discourteous.

(1) BE2EMLLLD T, #H5EAKRILET,

- Because I'm a little busy, I'll be making my leaoon.

(T%&*LLZE9 1, which literally means "I'm doing a discourtesig'commonly used as a polite way to make your
leave or disturb someone's tire.

Reminder: Don't forget that the explanatoly) J requires d 7% | for both non-conjugated nouns and na-adjectives.
ReviewParticles 3o see why.

(1) FIFZEELDT. BENLEWVATY,
- Because I'm a student, | have no money (lit:ahgmno money).

(2) CCIEEAEDT, ETHEONTY,
- It is very calm here because it is quiet.

(3) 7MT, REIZRIFMEALILY,
- That's why there's no time to meet friend.

Just like how the explanatofyD | can be shortened tav J, in speech, thé® T ] can be changed {4 T 1 simply
because it's easier to slur the sounds togethwgrriien pronouncing the / o / syllable.
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(1) BN EIoT=A TIR—F4—IZTHEM2T=,
- Didn't go to the party because there was no time.

(2) CCIEEHIILBAT, ETHRERONTT,
- It is very calm here because it is quiet.

(3) 7TAT, REIZRSBRMNELY,
- That's why there's no time to meet friend.

Using [®iZ] to mean "despite"

Grammatically[ ®[Z ] is used exactly the same wayl@& T J. When used to combine two simple sentences
together, it means "[Sentence 1] despite the Fadt[Sentence 2]." However the order is reversgdnfence 2p(Z
[Sentence 1].

Examples

(1) BREELEOIZ, 2REELEM T,
- Despite exercising every day, | didn't get thinne

(2) ZELOIZ, WEIFRELELY,
- Despite being a student, she does not study.

Expressing contradiction using 23] and li7¥)

Used in the same mannerl@ i | andl DTy, I'AY] andl1+& | also connect two sentences together but thistime
express a contradiction. Just lik&\i5 | the declarativé = | is required for nouns and na-adjectives. And ljist
[mMi5] andl DT, the reason or cause can be left out.

Examples

(1) TIN—=MATEFELEA AIBERLLGAST-TT,
- | went to department store but there was nothimngnted.

(2) REICEW=ITE FblahoT=,
- | asked (or heard from) a friend but he (or grdi know.

(3) SHEERZITEBHABIXITLLY,
- I'm free today but | will be busy tomorrow.

(4) F=ITEBMAFELIFELD,
- That may be so, but it is that I still like higexplanation, feminine tone)

It may seem odd bufE < J can either mean "to listen" or "to ask". You mhaink this may become confusing but the
meaning is usually clear within context.(8) . we're assuming that the friend didn't know, sosipeaker was
probably asking the friend. Yet again we see thgoitance of context in Japanese because this sentan also
mean, "l heard from a friend but | didn't know" @nthere is neither subject nor topic.

Similar to the difference betweém s 1 andl DT, [HY] has a softer tone and is slighter more polite fHaud J.
Though this isn't a rule as such, it is generadijmmon to seéA'] attached to &~% 9 | or '~ T9 ] ending and
['+& ] attached to a regular, plain ending. A more formeasion ofl [+& ] isT+4.& 1 and even more formal [47
N &4 1, which we may see later when we cover formal esgioms.

Unlike the English word for contradiction such ast" or "however"[ 1& | andl A%] do not always express a
direct contradiction. Often times, especially wimnoducing a new topic, it is used as a generaheactor of two
separate sentences. For example, in the follonéngesces, there is no actual contradictionlthyti andl' 1F& | are
used simply to connect the sentences. Sometimegrtplish "and" becomes a closer translation thar""
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(1) TN—=MATEFLELEA . LDWLVIDTKEAHYFELT,
- | went to the department store and there was af lgood stuff.

(2) RMJYHYRZREITE. mEMNOT,
- | watched the "Matrix" and it was interesting.

Expressing multiple reasons using L]

When you want to list reasons for multiple stateaations you can do so by adding | to the end of each
subordinate clause. It is very similar to fh® | particle except that it lists reasons for verbd state of being.

Again, for states of beind=1 must be used to explicitly declared for any nonjagated noun or na-adjective. Let's
look at some examples.

(1) ESLTREL®ELATY A ?- Why isn't him/her friend (seeking explanation)?
(2) E£EFL.ELEEL---,-Well, he's/she's the teacher, and older...

(1) ESLTHAIFELD ? - Why (do you) like him?
(2) LWL, M>ILWL, EmHEULA G, - Because he's kind, attractive, and interestingp(ey other things).

Notice thall LT, M>Z kLT, @AL AL, ] could also have worked but much like the diffeehetween the
&1 andl 45 particle,l'L J implies that there may be other reasons.

Expressing multiple actions or states using ~72933]

This is the verb version of tHet> ] particle. You can make an example list of verbsmgra possible larger list by
conjugating each verb into the past tense and gddid. At the end, you need to attach the ve#5 1. Just like the
%5 particle, the tense is determined by the last,w&Hich in this case will always HeJ"5 ] (since you have to
attach it at the end).

You can also use this with the state of being yotkat you are a number of things at various rantdoras among a
larger list. Similar to regular verbs, you justeake noun or adjective for each state of beingcamjugate it to the
past state of being and then att&ghl. Then finally, attach 9% ] at the end.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Rules for stating a list of verbs among a larger $it usingl ~1=t) 93 |

¢ Verbs - Conjugate each verb to thest tensand add Y . Finally, addl 9% ] at the very
end.
fil) BRE. BRE > BRI MATZ - BRI BRATEY - BAREZY RAEY TS

e State of being - Conjugate the noun or adjectiveefeh state of being and aldd 1.
Finally, addl 9% at the very end.
f5l) fETEE, BELL — BB /-of- $ELD oz — BEZoY #Lh -T2V — B
=Y. #Lh-oYd 5

(1) REZR-Y. XEFZAEY BELEYT S,
- | do things like (among other things) watch mayieead books, and take naps.

(2) CORZDREIFBGE--1=Y, HLM>=UT B,
- Class of this college is sometimes easy, somstatifécult (and other times something else maybe).

As you can see, the tense and negative/positite istaontrolled by the lastg™5 1.

(3) MREZRY., XZEFALYLI,
- | did things like (among other things) watch movies, seatl books.

(4) BREZR=Y. KEZALYLELY,
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- | don't dothings like (among other things) watch movies, ezatl books.

(5) BEZR=Y. KEFmAEYLLENDT-,
- | didn't dothings like (among other things) watch movies, sgatl books.
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Other uses of the te-form

Usingl ~ T4 for enduring states

Enduring state of being rather than enduring sihsetion

Usingl ~ T 4] for resultant states

Using thel ~T#< 1 form as preparation for the future

osrLNE

Using motion verbg47<. %%) with the te-form

Other uses of the te-form

The te-form is incredibly useful as it is used vijde many different types of grammatical expressioVe will
learn about enduring states with fhe TL\% | andl ~T#%4 ] form. Even though we have learned various
conjugations for verbs, they have all been one-ateons. We will now go over how one would say,dgample, "I
am running." We will also learn how to perform atian for the future using thle~T#5< expression and to
express directions of actions usihg TL ] andl ~TL5 .

Using [~T\\%] for enduring states

We already know how to express a state of beinggds€d 1, [721, etc. However, it only indicates a one-time

thing; you are something or not. This grammar, h@redescribes a continuing state of an action.vEnis usually
translates to the gerund in English except fomadgceptions, which we will examine later. We camkesngood use
of the te-form we learned in the last section beeahe only thing to do left to do is ableb4 ]! You can then treat
the result as a regular ru-verb.

ThisLy4 ] is the same ru-verb describing existence, firstdbed in thanegative verb sectiotHowever, in this
case, you don't have to worry about whether thgestils animate or inanimate.

...........................................................................................................

Using I ~TLY5 ] for enduring states

HATLD

To describe a continuing action, first conjugat krb to the te-form and then attach the
verbl L 5% 1. The entire result conjugates as a ru-verb.
Bl) BRE - BT ->BATLD
f5l) &L — BRAT —

The result conjugates as a ru-verb regardless af thie original verb is

Positive Negative
Non-Past | 58A/CL'% | reading FATLVEL is not reading
Past | B&tA/TL /= | was readinq HcATLVIA o7 | was not reading

Examples

(1) RE(XEZELTLVHD ? - What is friend doing?
(2) BRITEREBANTL A, - (Friend) is eating lunch.
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Note that once you've changed it into a regularenlp, you can do all the normal conjugations. Tkengples sho'
the masu-form and plain negative conjugations.

(1) faI%&&EA TL 5 ?- What are you reading?
(2) BEELFATLIET, - | am reading textbook.

(1) FEZEELTLVET D, - Are you listening to me? (lit: Are you listenitg story?)
(2) 35A. BILVTLVELY, - No, I'm not listening.

Since people are usually too lazy to roll theirgoes to properly pronounce the J, in more casual situations, the
'Lv] is simply dropped. This is a convenience for speakf you were writing an essay or paper, yousti@lways
include thel L], Here are the abbreviated versions of the prewisasnples.

(1) RE(XEZELTAHD ?- What is friend doing?
(2) BRZTEREBA TS, - (Friend) is eating lunch.

(1) fAI%&#A T4 ?- What are you reading?
(2) BRELFATLIET, - | am reading textbook.

(1) EBZEBELTLVET A, - Are you listening to me? (lit: Are you listenibg story?)
(2) 35A. BLVTALY, - No, I'm not listening.

Notice how I left thel L] alone for the polite forms. Though people certaonhit thel L | even in polite form, you
might want to get used to the proper way of sajimags first before getting carried away with cdsalzbreviations.
You will be amazed at the extensive types of alibtions that exist in casual speech. (You may hésamazed at
how long everything gets in super polite speechsi&lly, you will get the abbreviations if you jat lazy and slur
everything together. Particles also get puntededtffand right.

For example:

(1) %L TL %M ? (Those particles are such a pain to say all the.tijn
(2) faILTLYS D ? (Ugh, | hate having to spell out all the vowels.)

(3) fMILTA®? (Ah, perfect.)

Enduring state of being rather than enduring state of action

There are certain cases where an enduring stasa'titranslate into the gerund form. In fact, thera ambiguity in
whether one is in a state @bingan action versus being in a state tiesultedfrom some action. This is usually
decided by context and common practices. For ex@anajthougH #&#&L TL 5 ] can technically mean someone is
in a chapel currently getting married, it is usyaited to refer to someone who is already marmedigcurrently in
that married state. We'll now discuss some comnaohsvthat often cause this type of confusion farriers of
Japanese.

r%0%.1

%0451 means "to know". English is weird in that "know"supposed to be a verb but is actually describistate of
having knowledge. Japanese is more consistent#h8l | is just a regular action verb. In other wordskrdwed"
(action) something and so now | know it (state)afidwhy the English word "to know" is really a tioning state in
Japanese, namely&1->TUL 5 J.

M51%1 vsT 3%

[5H\% ] meaning "to understand" may seem similar%®% | in some cases. However, there is a difference
between "knowing" and "understanding”. Try not émfusel 1> TLVS | with TR M- TS L. T Mh->TLVS ]
means that you are already in a state of undelisignid other words, you already get it. If you ose this, you may
sound pompous. ("Yeah, yeah, | got it already.")t@nother hand, 51> TL\% | simply means you know
something.

Examples

(1) §B. Y%L, -1 found out about it today. (I did the actionksfowing today.)
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(2) ZOFEH>TLVET A ?- Do (you) know this song?
(3) BEIXHmMYUZETH, —Do you know the way? (lit: Do (you) understand thad?)
(4) (XL IEL, ahvof=, h 0T, - Yes, yes, | got it, | got it.

Motion Verbs (7€, %%. etc.)

It is reasonable to assume the actibfis>TLY4 1 andl & TLY4 | would mean, "going” and "coming" respectively.
But unfortunately, this is not the case. The TL\4% | form of motion verbs is more like a sequence tibas we

saw in the last section. You completed the motém, now you exist in that state. (Remembgr5 | is the verb of
existence of animate objects.) It might help takhif it as two separate and successive acticftsoT 1. and then
rNag].

Examples

(1) #ARZAIFXEZTI A, —Where is Suzuki-san?
(2) 3. RIZIF>TL A, - He is already at home (went home and is there).now

(8) %IZfTo T4 &, - Il go on ahead. (I'll go and be there before.yo
(4) EEBDBAIX, £5FETL S K, - Mie-chan is already here, you know. (She cameisihére.)

Using [~T%%] for resultant states

Appropriately enough, just like there is B#5 ] to go withlL\% |, there is d ~T# 4] form that also has a
special meaning. By replacing‘4 | with [3 % |, instead of a continuing action, it becomes altastistate after
the action has already taken place. Usually, thpsession is used to explain that something isstage of
completion. The completed action also carries anoe®f being completed in preparation for sometleisg.

Examples

Since this grammar describes the state of a coatphattion, it is common to see thid | andl+ ] particles instead
of thel % ] particle.

(1) EJIXESTTH, - How are the preparations?
(2) #{H(X.35LThAHE, - The preparations are already done.

(1) KRITDETEIL#&57= ? - Are the plans for the trip complete?
(2) SA.UFEES=L. RTILDOFHELTH S, - Uh huh, not only did | buy the ticket, | also kocare of the
hotel reservations.

Using the [~T¥<] form as preparation for the future

While I ~T# %] carries a nuance of a completed action in prejoarédr something elsé,~ T#&<J explicitly

states that the action is done (or will be donghwie future in mind. Imagine this: you have madtelicious pie

and you're going tplaceit on the window sill for it to cool so that yoar eat it later. This image might help explain
why the vert <] (i&<), meaning "to place", can be used to describe papation for the future. (It's just too bad
that pies on window sills always seem to go throsigme kind of mishap especially in cartoons.) Whi&X | by

itself is written in kaniji, it is customary to ube@agana when it comes attached to a conjugatdd(gech as the
te-form).

Examples

(1) BRZERZE{F>T#<, - Make dinner (in advance for the future).
(2) BitFEE->THEET .- Il buy batteries (in advance for the future).

[T#<] is also sometimes abbreviated to &< for convenience.
(1) BZERZE{E->L<, - Make dinner (in advance for the future).
(2) BitxrE-EEFE T, - Il buy batteries (in advance for the future).
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Using motion verbs (17<. k%) with the te-form

You can also use the motion verb "to 4¥<)and "to come" with the te-form, to show that ariaacts oriented
toward or from someplace. The most common and Lsgfumple of this the verbi¥ 2] (to hold). Whilel #->TULY
%1 means you are in a state of holding somethinggssession of), when thé 5 ] is replaced with L3 or €
%], it means you are taking or bringing somethingc@irse, the conjugation is the same as the reb{if&r] and

r&5].

Examples

(1) $hEHEH->TL 5 ?- Do (you) have a pencil?
(2) SREFZFRAE-TL(?- Are (you) taking pencil to school?
(3) $AZE%ERITIEHE-TLS ?- Are (you) bringing pencil to home?

For these examples, it may make more sense to dhitilem as a sequence of actions: hold and dgagldrand come.
Here are a couple more examples.

(1) BR&AIF. BLF>TEZELT=, - Father came back home early.
(2) BROA~NFE-TLIDT=, - Ran toward the direction of station.

The motion verbs can also be used in time expressmmove forward or come up to the present.

(1) ZIZAST. I—FEBETVDANBATLEET,
- Entering winter, people wearing coat will incregtoward the future).

(2) —HHan. HIR>TL!
- Will try my hardest (toward the future) with atly might!

() BRGANEFMEGOTEIFE . LWLARFERER DALY,
- Went out (up to the present) with various typepemple but have yet to find a good person.

(4) BREZ LI oMBLTET. BERITPHT-,
- Studied Japanese from way back before and evgntjuet.
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Now you can say you can.

Outline

Expressing the ability to do something
The Potential Form

Potential forms do not have direct objects
Are TR Z %1 andEICZ %1 exceptions?
(%5 ], yet another exception

arONE

Expressing the ability to do something

In Japanese, the ability to do a certain actiexessed by conjugating the verb rather than gdaliword such as
the words "can" or "able to" in the case of English verbs conjugated into the potential form beeoa ru-verb.

The Potential Form

Once again, the conjugation rules can be splittimtee major groups: ru-verbs, u-verbs, and exoeptérbs.
However, the potential form of the velrid™4 | (meaning "to do") is a special exception becatibedomes a
completely different verb: ©&% ] (H¥E3)

Rules for creating potential form

1. ru-verbs - Replace tHe5 Jwith T5h5 J.
F) Re—-Rond

2. u-verbs - Change the last character from a / welsound to the equivalent / e / vowel
sound and adb3 |.
() 585 — WA — ERD

3. Exceptions 13°% ] becomed TZ %] andl <5 ] becomed Zio415 J.

*Remember that all potential verbs become ru-verbs.
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Sample ru-verbs Sample u-verbs Exception Verbs
Plain | Potential Plain | Potential | A—<% A—<F (Pot.) Plain | Potential
BRD | BRoND 9 | &&t4H | hanas hanasru 9% | TED
Bd | ®mbonbd g | g5 kaku kakeru (% | Tbhb
{&C% | 8Lonb WS | WSS asohy asoleru
B% | Bohd o | D mat. matru
s | EEoND RT | MDD nomu nomeru
o | Hond w5 | Bnd toru toreru
#irs  #@irond s | D shinu shireru
AL | BRGNS B> | EAd kau kaeru

It is also possible to just addv 4 ] instead of the full 5414 | for ru-verbs. For examplé B~ % | becomed B~
5] instead of B~Xi541% 1. | suggest learning the officidlb 114 | conjugation first because laziness can be a
hard habit to break and the shorter version, thaaghmon, is considered to be slang.

Examples

(1) BFEFEFEFIN?
- Can you write kanji?

(2) BELEMN, SEXRIFITIFAEL,
- It's unfortunate, but can't go this weekend.

() ¥IELLMNLLY,
- | can't believe it already.

Potential forms do not have direct objects

The potential form indicates that something is fldedut no actual action is actually taken. While potential form
remains a verb, since it is describing the stasoaiething you must not use the direct obi@et as you have done
with regular verbs. For example the following seets are incorrect.

ETLEENT,
BEWNMIERTET,

—~
p=111 (0 =1111]

pICIVIC
~ ~—

Here are the corrected versions:

(IE) EXun&Ent-, - Was able to climb Fuji-san.

(IE) EWENEHTET ., - Am able to hold heavy baggage.

Of course, thé (%] or %] particle is also possible depending on what yootuasay.

Are TR.2%] and TEZ %% exceptions?

There are two verbsi 2% | andlEIC X % | that mean that something is visible and audilaispectively. When
you want to say that you can see or hear somethogj] want to use these verbs. If however, yomted to say th.
you were given the opportunity to see or hear shimgt you would use the regular potential form. ldoer, in thi:
case, it is more common to use the type of expres®s seen in exampl(8).

Examples
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(1) SABEBIAT. EXWUARZS,
- It cleared up today and Fuji-san is visible.

(2) REOEMNFT, BEILFIZTRLNT,
- Thanks to [my] friend, [I] was able to watch tmevie for free.

(3) REDEMNTT, REZ--TRAZEMNTES,
- Thanks to [my] friend, [I] was able to watch timevie for free.

You can see that3) uses the generic noun for an event to say literéllhe event of seeing movie was able to be
done." which essentially means the same thing@&1.5 . As already explained iRarticles 3you can also just
use generic noun substitution to substitutel foé- J.

(1) REOENTT.BREZRLOMNTE,

Here's some more examples usifg§< 1, can you tell the difference? Notice thg@Z % % | always means "audible"
and never "able to ask".

(1) ALSYIZHEDOEAEITT=,
- | was able to hear his voice for the first timeailong time.

(2) AYDIBECT BAE>TWBIENHAFYE AN 2T
- The surroundings were noisy and | couldn't heaatvine was saying very well

(%% ], yet another exception

You can say that something has a possibility ofténg by combinind %4 1 and the verlh%&4 ] to producd %Y
%% 1. This essentially meangh 5 Z &M TES | except that nobody actually says that, they jesf @Y 155 1.
This verb is very curious in that it can be reaeitiser! % Y5451 or (%Y Z % 1, however all the other conjugations
such ad HYZLLV, THYZT=1. andl &Y ZZEh>F= ] only have one possible reading uslrgy..

Examples

(1) ZABIEEFHYS5,
- That kind of situation/event is possible (litncaxist).

(2) FALIEEFHY A5,
- That kind of situation/event is possible (litncaxist).

() ZFARIEFHYAELY,
- That kind of situation/event is not possible: tiannot exist).

(4) BHAEHLICELHY 551,
- It's also possible that he overslept. (lit: Therg that he overslept also possibly exists.)

(5) EhIL, HYALZLEEEL,
- That's an impossible story/scenario. (lit: ThHatwscenario cannot exist.)
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This lesson is very becoming for doing

Outline

Usingl 941 andl %24 ] with thel [Z ] particle

Using %4 J andl 9 % for nouns and na-adjectives
Using %24 | with i-adjectives

Using (%% 1 andl 3% ] with verbs

pPowbdpE

Using (93] and (725 with the iZ] particle

We can use the verthg % | andl %25 ] in conjunction with thé [Z | particle to make various useful expressions.
We are used to using the object particle With% | because something is usually démsomething else. We will
see how the meaning changes when we change theetot [Z ). As for[%:4 1, it is always used with thidZ |
particle because "becoming" is not an action dorsmmething else but rather a target of change ohhe
grammatical point of interest here is uslrig4 | with i-adjectives and verbs.

Using (72%] and 93] for nouns and na-adjectives

As already explained, usidgi4 1 with nouns and na-adjectives presents nothingarehacts pretty much the way
you'd expec

(1) BOBREBENLEFICHoT=,
- His Japanese has become skillful.

(2) FEEZFIZG-T-,
- | became a doctor.

(3) FFERLGANIZLTD,
- I will become a famous person.

For adjectives, using the vell3 % | with thel [Z ] particle is just a review back to the lessoraduerbs However,
for nouns, when you use the vdry % | with thel [Z ] particle, it means that you are going to do thitoygard
something. This changes the meanin§ 9% | to mean, "to decide on [X]". This is a common egsion to use, for
instance, when you are ordering items on a menu.

(1) FhlF NN—H—=EHSFIZLET,
- I'l have the hamburger and salad. (lit: I'll @ovard hamburger and salad.)

(2) HIZVLWEDATKZABHBITE . P2EYNIZT B,
- There are a lot of other good things, but asught, I'l go with this one.

If you think this expression is strange, think atothe English expression, "Il go with the hamben) Exactly where
are you going with the hamburger?

Using (72%] with i-adjectives

Because thé&lZ | particle is a target particle that is used formoand by extension na-adjectives, we need to use
something else to show that something is beconirigaadjective. Since "becoming" expresses a changtate, it
makes sense to describe this process using anbadivéact, you'll notice that we were already gsauverbs (of a
sort) in the previous section by usihig | with na-adjectives.

(1) ZEIENETE=1,
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- Your height has gotten taller from last year, uh

(2) EEILTLSM D, 58755,
- | will become stronger because | am exercising.

(3) fs&E-<SALML, BEMN LGS,
- Since | studied a lot, | became smarter. (lindhbecame better)

Using (72%| and 5% with verbs

You may be wondering how to ub&:4 | andl 9% | with verbs since there's no way to directly modifyerb with
another verb. The simple solution is to add a gem&un such as a generic evefit- (£) or an
appearance/mannek? (#k). These nouns don't refer to anything specific amedused to describe something else.
In this case, they allow us to describe verbs énsime manner as nouns. Here are some examples of lise

these generic nouns withlg™% 1 andl %3 |.

(1) BT LT oT=,
- It's been decided that | will go abroad. (litbticame the event of going abroad.)

(2) BR.AZBNDIIITET=,
- It seems like | started eating meat everydaf.I{lbecame the appearance of eating meat evelyday

(3) MBI EITLE=,
- | decided | will go abroad. (lit: | did towardelevent of going abroad.)

(4) BH.RZEBNDEIITT S,
- I will try to eat meat everyday. (lit: | will dioward the manner of eating meat everyday.)

You can modify a verb with%z4 | or 94 by first making it into a noun clause and thenmtirgy it just like a
regular noun. Pretty clever, huh? | hope the liteemslations give you a sense of why the exarsptgences mean
what they do. For example, i#) '~ &>5[29 % | translates into "to make an effort toward..." inulapanese, it's
really only a target towards acting in a certaimmex.

Since potential verbs describe a state of feasilydither than an action (remember, that's whyl #e particle
couldn't be used), it is often used in conjunctidth [ ~ &5127%:5 ] to describe a change in manner to a state of
feasibility. Let's take this opportunity to get smpotential conjugation practice in.

(1) BRIZTET, FaAMNE~oNDLEITHEoT=,
- After coming to Japan, | became able to eat sushi

(2) —FERBELIMo ET/HEITLHESICEST,
- Because | practiced for one year, | became abybdaty the piano.

(3) MITFICA-T,. ELIUMNR AL >T=,
- After going underground, Fuji-san became notolési
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Conditionals

Outline

How to say "if" in Japanese
Expressing natural consequence udi&g
Contextual conditionals usirdgzi (1) J
General conditionals usindd J

Past conditional usinbf=5 (1X) |

How doed %L | fit into all of this?

osrLNE

How to say "if" in Japanese

This whole section is dedicated to learning howayp "if" in Japanese. Oh, if only it was as simgdeEnglish. In
Japanese, there's four (count them, four) wayaydig'! Thankfully, the conjugations are sparsel@asy especially
since you don't have to deal with tenses.

Expressing natural consequence using &}

We'll first cover the simplest type of "if* whick the natural consequence conditional. This médeatsft[X]
happens, [Y] will happen as a natural consequedoe&uestion about it. If | drop a ball, it will fab the ground. If |
turn off the lights at night, it will get dark. Wé&n express this type of condition in the followfogmat.

...........................................................................................................

Rules for using the conditionall & |

1. Attachl & to the condition followed by the result that woolctur should the condition be
satisfied
= [Condition] + & + [Result]

2. State of being must be made explicit
= [State of Being] +f£& + [Result]

...........................................................................................................

Examples

(1) R—LzHETEELD,
- If you drop the ball, it will fall.

(2) BRZTHEHY MBS,
- If you turn off the lights, it will get dark.

These examples are designed to show h&iwis used to express natural consequence. Howexer,iethe
statement isn't a natural consequence in itsaf] & will tell the audience that it is neverthelessentgd to be a
natural consequence.

(1) ZRITITMENEREES R NK,
- If you don't go to school, you can't meet yougrids.

(2) {SABRDEXRDE

- If you eat a lot, you will get fat, for sure.
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(3) &KL, E2EFELEBALSIGENTTIMN?
- If he's a teacher, he must be older for suréi?ig

The "for sure" part is the implied meaning supplgdhel & J. The speaker is saying that the following conditio

will occur in that situation, no matter what. Asuycan see from the last example, if the conditioa state-of-being,
it must be expressed so explicitly usin 1. This applies to all non-conjugated nouns anddjaetives as I'm sure
you're used to by now. This will also help prevemfusion with other types (& J.

Contextual conditionals using 725 (i) J

Another relatively easy to understand type of i$fthe contextual conditional. You can use thidiplarto express
what will happen given a certain context. For exiamip you wanted to say, "Well, if everybody's ggj I'm going
too" you would use th&%:i5 | conditional because you are saying that you wilirgthe context of everybody else
going. The contextual conditional always require®atext in which the conditional occurs. For ims@, you would
use it for saying things like, "that'swhat you are talking about..." or ‘tliat'sthe case, then..."

In a sense, you are explaining what would occyoif assume a certain condition is satisfied. Ieottords, you are
saying "if given a certain context, here is what tnppen.” You will see this reflected in the Esfltranslations as
the phrase "if given" in the examples.

Thel 7z ] is attached to the context in which the conditi@t®urs. The format is the same asltée conditional,
however, younust not attach the declaratil& J.

...........................................................................................................

Rules for using the contextual conditional %% 55 |

1. Attachl%:5 ] to the context in which the conditional would occu
= [Assumed Context] +/£5 + [Result]
2. You must not attach the declaratiVe .

...........................................................................................................

Examples

(1) HAEHITLELFRAE1TS,
- If given that everybody is going, then I'll gmto
(2) TIVARSANESITHMEENEK,

- If given that Alice-san says so, there's no pobl

Example Dialogue

TUR) BEEIEESTTD,
- Where is the library?

RT) HEELL. HEITY,
- If given that you're talking about the librarlen it's over there.

The following is incorrect.
(8) REFELLHEITY,

You can also decide to ub&iis [ | instead of just%i5 1. This means exactly the same thing except thesta
more formal nuance.

General conditionals using (]

The next type of conditional just expresses a @aglif" condition without any assumptions or embeddneanings.
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However, it cannot be used with nouns and na-asigctConjugation-wise, thdd | conditional is fairly easy. For
verbs, like the potential form, you change the fast vowel sound to an / e / vowel sound butdéadtof attaching
%1, you attacH [X]. This rule also applies to ru-verbs. For i-adjezsiand negatives endinglifiiL\ |, you take of
the lastlLy ] and add 7401 ].

...........................................................................................................

Conjugation Rules for F'1E]

1. For verbs, just like thpotential form change the last / u / vowel sound to the equintdle
/ vowel sound and attadhd |
) BRE — BN > BN
) > - FTo>FTCL

2. For i-adjectives or negatives ending #rL\ 1, drop the lastLy | and attach (74U IE 1.
(B BMLLY - BHLITHIE
Bl %Gy — Iirnld

Examples

(1) REIZZRZANIE BULVICTEET,
- If I can meet with my friend, we will go shopping

(2) BEABNIELL,
- If I had money, it would be good, huh?

(3) ELIThIE, FABIT
- If it's fun, I'll go too.

(4) BLLGITNIE, RABITHEL,
- If it's not fun, I'll also not go.

(5) BREGTINIIRRICLED K,
- If you don't eat, you will become sick.

Past conditional using 725 (i) |

| call this next conditional the past conditionakhuse it is produced by taking the past tensgustadding 5 1. It
is commonly called théf=15 | conditional because all past-tense ends Wity and so it always becoméi i J.
Like thel X1 conditional, it is also a general conditional gptdé can also be used with nouns and na-adjectives

Conjugation Rule for = (1) |

1. First change the noun, adjective, or verb to it pense and attadh |
() B8 — BE--o/- - BEIf=-o7=6
B F> — Folz > Fofzi
() tTELLY — LM o7z - ftLhvof=5

Examples

(1) BRfZo7=n, BUIZTL &K,
- If  am free, | will go play.
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(2) ZEfFol-0, . FEEEITREAFEY,
- If you're a student, you can buy with a studéstalint.

For i-adjectives and verbs, it is very difficultddferentiate between the two types of conditishalnd you can make
life easier for yourself by considering them tothe same. However, if you must insist, | searchedrad the web for
an explanation of the difference that | can agréb.wiere is theriginal text Basically, thd 7= 1 conditional
focuses on what happens after the condition. Brasother reason why | call this the past condifitvecause the
condition is "in the past" (not literally) and weinterested in the result not the condition. TH&] conditional, on
the other hand, focuses on the conditional part.

Let's compare the difference in nuance.
(A) REIZRZNIE, BELVIIZITEET . - We will go shoppingif | can meet with my friend.
(B) REIZEZRT-6H, BLMIIZITEE T, - If | can meet with my friendye will go shopping

(A) BEMBHNIILIWNI, - It would be goodif | had money, huh?
(B) BEMHo=5LMN, - If | had moneyit would be good, hut?

Going by the context, the~7=5 | form sounds more natural for both examples bechusesn't seem like we're
really focusing on the condition itself. We're pabby more interested in what's going to happen eveeeet the
friend or how nice it would be if we had money.

The past conditional is the only type of conditiowhere the result can be in the past. It may ssteamge to have an
"if" when the result has already taken place. lnd@ethis usage, there really is no "if", it'stasway of expressing
surprise at the result of the condition. This lile [to do with conditionals but it is explainedre because the
grammatical structure is the same.

(1) RITITEof=b. HELLVEA ST,
- When | went home, there was no one there. (uret@geesult)

(2) 7AYAIZEFToI=b. 1{CAKYFELT,
- As a result of going to America, | got really.fainexpected result)

You can also uskf=5(d ] instead of 7= 1. Similar tol %5 [E 1, this means exactly the same thing except that it
has a more formal nuance.

How does 4L | fit into all of this?

Some of you may be aware of the woriL | which means "if* and may be wondering how it fit®o all of this.
Well, if you want to say a conditional, you needisz one of the conditionals discussed abb¥d. | is really a
supplement to add a sense of uncertainty on whétkezondition is true. For instance, you might inseéhen you
want to make an invitation and you don't want tespme like the following example.

(1) L& otz REZBIZITEETN?
- If by any chancd's ok with you, go to watch movie?

(2) LLEENGOVES BAETHLWLK,
- If given that there's no time, tomorrow is firevaell. (Not certain whether there is no time)
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Things that must be done (or not)
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Saying something is ok to do or not do

arONE

When there's something that must or must not be done

In life, there are things that we must or mustdmivhether it's taking out the trash or doing cambwork. We will
cover how to say this in Japanese because itsgfallexpression and it also ties in well with gevious section.
We will also learn how to the say the expressidfpu’don't have to..." to finish off this section.

Using [72% ], T\l ), and 1725720 for things that must not be done

If you don't know what 726 ] (BKB) means, | suggest looking it up\idWWJDIC and clicking on the [EX] link to
see the example sentences. It essentially meargoba)' but carefully check out the example sentehezause it
can be used in many different ways. The other teyowords in this section afé F7iLY ] andl %5730y | and they
have essentially the same basic meaning2& |. However, whild L MF7E0Y | can be used by itseffE 57z |
must only be used in the grammar presented heesldition, whilel LMF7ELY | andl %5480 | conjugate like
i-adjectives they are not actual adjectives. Uetisn how to use these words to express thingsihat not be done.

How to say: Must not [verb]

o Take thete-formof the verb, add thElE | (wa) particle and finally attach eith&t=& J.
! FNFAEL L or TEBAE0N . E

f5l) Ad —> A2T +[F + 128/ WFGEWLATRB7EL = A2 TIHZH ./ A>TIELTFAR
LS A2 TGS

(1) SZITASTIEWTFREA,
- You must not enter here.

(2) TNZEEATIEIEZD !
- You can't (must not) eat that!

(3) &.ECETERLTEGLEL,
- You must not use the phone until late at night.

(4) BCETERYFERATL,
- Wasn't allowed to sleep early.

The difference betwedf=& |, TLMFZAELY |, andl 4257800V ] s that, first of all[ 726 1 is casual. Whild UMF7ELY |
andl %5720y | are basically identical Z£ 5720V ] is generally more for things that apply to morartlone person
like rules and policies.
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Expressing things that must be done

You may have predicted that the opposite of "Yowstmot do" would usélL 7F5 ] or %5 | because they look like
the positive version dfLMF7ELY ] andl 425750V ). But | already pointed out that M+ 7EL Y] andl %5750y | must
always be negative, so this is not correct. Inaityy we still use the samlg=& .~ LMF7ELY /725750 | but instead
we take the opposite of the verb that goes in fobiit This double negative can be kind of configsat first but you
will get used to it with practice. There are thvesgys to conjugate the verb before additiggh . LMFEELY /72578
L] and two of them involve conditionals so aren't gtad that you just learned conditionals in thevjnes section?

How to say: Must [verb]

1. Negative te-form+ ['l&] (wa) particle #28./ULMFEEL A/ TEBAELY
2. Negative verbr I'&] conditional 28/ UMFELY /FE 54T
3. Negative verbt I'E ] conditional +1=8& ./ UNMFEL /AR5 AEN

e The first method is the same as the "must not dahgrar form except that we simply negated the verb.
(1) BRERIZTHELTIEREYEH A, - Must go to school everyday.
(2) BEFLLELTIEWNTEA ST, - Had to do homework.

eThe second method uses the natural conditionaltedéarned in the last lesson. Literally, it meduysu don't do
something, then it automatically leads to the faat it is no good. (In other words, you must dpHtowever, people
tend to use it for situations beyond the naturakeguence characterization that we learned frortaitesection
because it's shorter and easier to use than tke twib types of grammar.

(1) BEHERIZITHNELEFZHTT , - Must go to school everyday.
(2) BREZELZLEWLITEELY, - Have to do homework.

eThe third method is similar to the second exceat huses a different type of conditional as ekyd in the last
lesson. With thé [ ] conditional, it can be used for a wider rangeitfasions. Note that since the verb is always
negative, for thé (X ] conditional, we will always be removing the &6t | and addingd (7401 1.

(1) B8EHERIZTHEZFAIEWNTER A, - Must go to school everyday.
(2) BREZELLZITIEIZDHIEoT=, - Had to do homework.

It may seem like | just breezed through a wholefahaterial because there are three grammar fand§/=& ./
[T72L 1356730V ] adding up to nine possible combinations (3x3). Eesy, some combinations are more common
than others but | did not explicitly point out whievere more common because any combination is iadhncorrect
and going over style would merely confuse at tloisip Also, keep in mind that there is nothing essdly new in
terms of conjugation rules. We already covered ttmmdls in the last lesson and adding the wa glarto the

te-form in the beginning of this section.

¢ Reality Check

Although we spent the last section explainingZz(F41(3 1 andl ~72<TI& ], the reality is that because they are so
long, they are practically never used in real cosattons. While they are often used in a writtenetext, in actual
speech, people usually use tHe| conditional or the various shortcuts describedWweln casual speech, thé- |
conditional is the most prevalent type of conditibiThough | explained in depth the meaning assedi@ith the

&1 conditional, you have to take it with a grain aftshere because people are inherently lazy.

Various short-cuts for the lazy

You may have been grumbling and complaining about long most of the expressions are just to saymgost do
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something. You can end up with up to eight addélayllables just to say "l have to..."!

Well, others have thought the same before and pacplally use short abbreviated version&K Tl | andl %2+
fulE 1 in casual speech. Teachers are often reluctdaeath these overly familiar expressions becauseaieso
much easier to use which is bad for times when thigit not be appropriate. But, on the other hadngu don't
learn casual expressions, it makes it difficultbalerstand your friends (or would-be friends if ymly knew how to
speak less stiffly!). So here they are but take taproperly practice the longer forms so that wdlbe able to use
them for the appropriate occasions.

Casual abbreviations for things that must be done

1. Simply replacd &< T ] with [75<5 % |
5 2. Simply replacd [+ 41X ] with [75E % ] E

...........................................................................................................

Right now, you may be saying, "What the?" becaheé'dbbreviations" are about the same length as wiae
already covered. The secret here is that, unligeeipressions we learned so far, you can just lele=& .~ L T
RN 1R5750N ] part out altogether!

(1) #@L7<{5%, - Gotta study.
(2) THREBARLZo, - Gotta eat.

Thel & ] conditional is also used by itself to imglfE® .~ LMFEL TS ALY ).
(1) ZRIZFTHELVE, —Gotta go to school.

There is anothers 4 | abbreviation for things that you musit do. However, in this case, you cannot leavetout
(128 ./ LMFEL /12573500 | part out. Since thiis a casual abbreviatiohf=# | is used in most cases.

One very important difference for this casual fasnthat verbs that end inf> 1, 531, T3] usel L+ | instead of
54 ]. Essentially, all the verbs that end'ifv7= ] for past tense fall in this category as you canksghis chart

Casual abbreviations for things that mustnot be done

1. Replacd Tl&1 with 54 |
: 2. Replacd Tl&1 with TC# | :

...........................................................................................................

(1) ZZIZA-bp»f=HT-K, - You can't enter here.
(2) FAL®ESHTEL! - You can't die!

On a final note, in generdl 4 | sounds a bit cutesy or girly. You've already seeexample of this with thigb
A1 suffix. Similarly, [%£<{%5 4 ] also sounds a bit cutesy or childish.

Saying something is ok to do or not do

Now let's learn how to say either that it's ok ¢ood not do something. | decided to shove thisisedh here becau
in Japanese, this is essential how to say thatlgait have to something (by saying it's ok to rottfl The grammar
itself is also relatively easy to pick up and mak®esa short section.

By simply using the te-form and the | particle, you are essentially saying, "even if gauX..." Common words
that come after this includesLy1, TR X |, or T#47ELY ). Some examples will come in handy.

(1) £EEARTHLWE, - You can go ahead and eat it all. (lit: Even ifiyaat it all, it's good, you know.)
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(2) EEBBALELTHLWK, - You don't have to eat it all. (lit: Even if yoowlt eat it all, it's good, you know.)
(8) EERERATHLRL K&K, - It's OK if you drink it all. (lit: Even if you dnk it all, it's OK, you know.)
(4) 2EEATHEDOELK, - | don't mind if you drink it all. (lit: Even if gu drink it all, | don't mind, you

know.)

In casual speech,~T#HL L] sometimes get shortened to jlst TLIY .
(1) B3> TL L ?-Can | go home already?
(2) Th.b&2ERTL W ?-Can | take a quick look at this?
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How to get your way in Japan

We will now learn how to say what you want eithgrjlsst coming out and saying it or by making digtre
suggestions. The major topics we will cover willthel =L\ conjugation and the volitional form. We will also
learn specialized uses of the-i5 | andl [X ] conditionals to offer advice.

Verbs you want to do with 7z\)]

You can express verbs that ywantto perform with thd 7=L\ ] form. All you need to do is add=L\] to thestem

of the verb However, unlike most conjugations we learned wttke verb turns into a ru-verb, this form actually
transforms the verb into an i-adjective (notice Hdal \ ] conveniently ends ifL\ ). This makes sense because the
conjugated form is a description of something tlat want to do. Once you have thL\ | form, you can then
conjugate it the same as you would any other icdije. However, théf=0\] form is different from regular
i-adjectives because it is derived from a verbsTheans that all the particles we normally asseaewth verbs such
asl#1.T1Z]. T~1, or [T can all be used with tHg'=L\ ] form, which is not true for regular i-adjectivétere's a
chart just for you.

[f=L)] conjugations

Positive Negative

Non-Past| fT&7=L» 1TE=<AL

Past | fT&T=h otz | ITE=<{Ld 0T

Examples

(1) fAZEL=LVTTh,
- What do you want to do?

(2) BRRITITE=Y,
- | want to go to hot spring.

(3) r—F. . B~LELD?
- You don't want to eat cake?

(4) BARIAKGh 2=zl EBAT=LGo T,
- I didn't want to eat it but | became wanting &b.e

Example(4) was very awkward to translate but is quite sinipl@apanese if you refer to8ing 74 | with
i-adjective$. The past tense of the velrif 4 | was used to create "became want to eat". Hetelsgaie twister using
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the negativd ~f=<{%iL ] and past-tense 6fid1: [B~71=<7i<7E>71=] meaning "became not wanting to eat".

This may seem obvious bl# 4 | cannot have &7-L] form because inanimate objects cannot want argthin
However,lL35 ] can be used with tHg=L Y] form in examples like the one below.

(6) Fo&—H#IZL V=LY,
- | want to be together forever. (lit: Want to dxisgether for long time.)

Also, you can only use tHg'=L\ | form for the first-person because you cannot mhdr people's mind to see what
they want to do. For referring to anyone besides@ld, it is normal to use expressions such ashifik he wants
to..." or "She said that she wants to..." We v@#iin how to say such expressions latar lessonOf course, if you're
asking a question, you can just useltfie, V] form because you're not presuming to know anything

(6) R&WBUT-LNTI D,
- Do you want to play with dog?

Indicating things you want or want done using 4kLV>]

In English, we employ a verb to say that we wamesthing. In Japanese, "to want" is actually anjéetive and not
a verb. We saw something similar wlithf& | which is an adjective while "to like" in Englisk & verb. While |
didn't get too much into the workings IdffZ 1, | have dedicated a whole sectiord #LL‘] because it means, "to
want something done" when combined with the te-fofra verb. We will learn a more polite and apprajgr way to
make requests in th®&laking Requestslesson instead of saying, "l want this done."

Though not a set rule, whenever words come attatchrgk te-form of a verb to serve a special gratimafunction,
it is customary to write it in hiragana. This ischase kanji is already used for the verb and tiaelmd word
becomes part of that verb.

Examples

(1) KREVEVCHADALLY !
- I want a big stuffed doll!

(2) EHEATIZFLLWALEITE -,
- | want it all eaten but...

(3) MEZENWICLTIELLID &K,
- It is that | want the room cleaned up, you know.

Like | mentioned, there are more appropriate wayask for things which we won't go intaitil later. This grammar
is not used too often but is included for completen

Making a motion to do something using the volitional form (casual)

The term volitional here means a will to do songhin other words, the volitional form indicatésit someone is
setting out to do something. In the most commonrge, this simply translates into the English 8letr "shall we?"
but we'll also see how this form can be used toesgpan effort to do something iteason further along

To conjugate verbs into the volitional form for sakspeech, there are two different rules for nbsend u-verbs.
For ru-verbs, you simply remove thé& | and add &5 J. For u-verbs, you replace the / u / vowel sountthwie / o /
vowel sound and add5 J.

Conjugations rules for the casual volitional form

e For ru-verbs: Remove tHeb ] and add &35
Bl BRE - BR+E55 -5 BRES
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e For u-verbs: Replace the / u / vowel sound with/tbé vowel sound and add |
) Ao —> AD+5 - ABD

Sample ru-verbs

Here is a list of verbs you should be used to sgleynnow.

Sample u-verbs

Exception Verbs

Plain | Volitional Plain | Volitional | A—<= | A—<= (Vol.) Plain | Volitional
BRD | BRED 9 | ERTO hanas hanasu 35 | L&D
ED EED < i) kiku kikou <% Z&5
gL% | L&D 7 SO I Su) oyog! oyogou
B B WS | IS asohy asolwu
fgEsH | BESLD fFo | D mat. mabu
Ho =D R | BRES nomu nomou
Birs | #irsoS Ed | E5D naor naoou
BT | #TEHS s | FEDD shinu shinou
AL | BANED 8BS BE&H5 kau kaou
Examples

| doubt you will ever us€5EM S | (let's die) but | left it in for completeness. Hare some more realistic examples.

(1)

SHIEEZELEION?
- What shall [we] do today?

(2) T—=/\—=DIZ1725 !
- Let's go to theme park!

(3) BABRRFfEIZE~LSM?
- What shall [we] eat tomorrow?

(4) AL—Z&E~ES!

- Let's eat curry!

Remember, since you're setting out to do sometitinigesn't make sense to have this verb in thetpase.
Therefore, there is only one tense and if you wereplacd BB 1 in (3) with, for example| ¥ H | then the
sentence would make no sense.

Making a motion to do something using the volitional form (polite)

The conjugation for the polite form is even simpkit you have to do is adb~ZFEL &35 ] to the stem of the verb.
Similar to the masu-form, verbs in this form mustays come at the end of the sentence. In facpddiie endings
must always come at the end and nowhere else s aledady seen
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Bl) BRE - BR+FLLD > BRFELLD
Bl) Ad - AY +FELLED - AYFELEDS

Sample verbs

Plain | Volitional
9% | LELES
% | &FLED
Bd | B®ELED
1< [ 18L&
WA | WUELED

Examples
Again, there's nothing new here, just the politesiam of the volitional form.

(1) SHEfEZLE=LOHN?
- What shall [we] do today?

(2) T—IR=DITTEELLD
- Let's go to theme park!

(3) BABREfIZE~ZLLIOM?
- What shall [we] eat tomorrow?

(4) AL—Z&E~ZFELED
- Let's eat curry!

Making Suggestions using the (iX] or 725 conditional

You can make suggestions by using k€] or =55 | conditional and adding&3 1. This literally means, "If you
do [X], how is it?" In English, this would becon&ow about doing [X]?" Grammatically, there's naitpinew here
but it is a commonly used set phrase.

Examples

(1) |ATICIT=0ESTTD,
- How about going to bank?

(2) FFEIZCTEBEEEEES?
- How about talking with your parents once in alemi
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"He said, 'he said'," he said.

Outline

1. Performing an action on a subordinate clause
2. The direct quote

3. The interpreted quote

4. Usingl > as a casual version b¢ |

Performing an action on a subordinate clause

In the section abouhodifying subordinate clausese learned how to treat a subordinate clausealikadjective to
directly modify a noun. We will extend the functadity of subordinate clauses by learning how tdqren an action
on a subordinate clause. Obviously, we cannot simpach thd % | particle to a subordinate clause because the
[% | particle only applies to noun phrases. We neecetiting to encapsulate the subordinate clause intitahat
we can perform actions on. This is done by makingated phrase.

While in English, you can just add quotes and ararto make a quotation, Japanese requires attackingt the
end of the quote. This is completely different frdmal & particleand thel & conditional Unlike quotes in
English, we can perform many different types ofatd on the quote besides the standard "he saklg, said”, etc.
For example, we can perform the action, "to thiok"to hear" to produce phrases such as, "I théolk¢lause]" or "I
heard [subclause]" This is very important in Jagar®secause Japanese people seldom affirm defiaieargents.
This also why we will have to eventually cover maniyer types of grammar gxpress uncertainty or probability

The direct quote

We'll learn the simplest type of quoted phrasecWhs the direct quote. Basically, you are direqiypting
something that was said. This is done by simplyaosig the statement in quotes, addidgl and then inserting the
appropriate verb. The most common verbs assoowdgthch direct quote would beE 51 andl & <] but you may use
any verbs related to direct quotation suchl88:5< |, TFE5 ], %<, etc. This type of quotation is often used for
dialogue in novels and other narrative works.

Examples

(1) PURM,[ELV I EE-T=,
- Alice said, "Cold".

(2) TSHIFEENGZD IEEEIBEWZALZITE,
- It is that | heard from the teacher, "There itass today."

The verb does not need to be directly connectéldetsubordinate clause. As long as the verb thaltespto the
subordinate clause comes before any other verb¢cgounave any number of adjectives, adverbs orsioun
between.

(1) TEWEFZYRDBEPIZE ST,
- "Cold," Alice said to Tanaka.

The interpreted quote

The second type of quote is the quote along thes lof what someone actually said. It's not a wordaford quote.
Since this is not a direct quote, no quotationsnaeded. You can also express thoughts as anrietedpquote as
well. By using this and the vefl@&5 1 you can say you think that something is so-and¢so. will hear Japanese
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people use this all the time. You can also usevénil & Z % | when you are considering something.

Examples

(1) ZEILSHIEEENGZLEFW-AEITE,
- | heard from the teacher that there is no cladayt.

(2) ShIEL BARFETHEAEETVETH,
- What do you call this in Japanese? (lit: Abous,tivhat do you say in Japanese?)

() FAIF.TIVREENET,
- | am called Alice. (lit: As for me, you say Alige

In an interpreted quote, the meanind & 51 may change as you see in exam2$ and (3). Actually, as you can
see from the literal translation, the meaning rem#ie same in Japanese but changes only whefateghto normal
English. (We'll learn more about various ways te lus'5 | in thenext lessor)

Here are some examples of thoughts being usedatedysubordinate clauses. In exam{@e, thequestion marker
is used with theolitional to insert an embedded question.

(4) AL—ZBRELSLESITE . BRAEFEMN LGN o1,
- | thought about setting out to eat curry butdrdi have time to eat.

(5) §.ECITITIHMEEZEATILVD,
- Now, I'm considering where to set out to go.

Unlike the direct quotation, which you can just g@s is, if the quoted subordinate clause is @sthbeing for a
noun or na-adjective, you have to explicitly inautie declarativé?= ] to show this.

(1) W&, Sh(FfI=EFNELED,
- What did he say this?

(2) BRIFERELCEWVETE, ELoniL,
- I heard that hés a high school student but | can't believe it.

Notice howl 7= | was added to explicitly declare the state-of-beivag is highlighted in the English translation.uyo
can really see how important th& | is here by comparing the following two sentences.

(A) INIEfI7ZEFNELE=D,
- What did [he] say this?

(B) fEEWVELED,
- What did [he] say?

Using (- TJ as a casual version of ¢

You may be surprised to hear that there is a sharne casual version of the quoted subordinateselaince it's
already only one hiragana character,l. However, the important point here is that by ggiris casual shortcut, you
can drop the rest of the sentence and hope yougrsalcan understand everything from context.

Examples

(1) EFEEE, BHATALELT,
- Tomoko said that she's going overseas next year.

(2) EEBEMLELST,
- | already told you | have no money.

() Z?ft=oT?
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- Huh? What did you say?

(4) &, BEMSEL-STHEWN-ARETE . AL 2
- | heard you don't have time now, is that true?

(5) &G FENGEN-T. KE?
- You don't have time now (I heard), is that true?

[>T ] can also be used to talk about practically angthiot just to quote something that was said. Yaulear -
T being used just about everywhere in casual spdéast of the time it is used in place of thig | particle to
simply bring up a topic.

Examples

(1) BAR->T. MAEHATZ-T,
- About tomorrow, | hear that it's going to rain.

(2) 7URST,FIKMYATLEL?
- About Alice, she's a very good person, right?
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What's the meaning of "meaning"?

Outline

The various uses di.\3 |

Using(Ly5 ] to define

UsinglL\3 | to describe anything

Rephrasing and making conclusions withi ‘5 |
Usingl>TJor T Jfor &LV

Sayingl P | instead off (LV5 ]

ok wnNpE

The various uses of [\ 9]

In the previous lesson, we learned how to quotgbarslinate clause by encasing it with . This allowed us to talk
about things that people have said, heard, thoaglitmore. We also took a look at some exampldssess that
usedl &1 andl 31 to describe how to say something in Japanese\ardvehat to call oneself. In this section, we
will learn that withl &1, we can usé&L ‘3] in a similar fashion to define, describe, and gaihejust talk about the
thing itself. We'll also see how to do the samaghwith the casudl>T J version we first learned about in the last
lesson.

Using V9] to define

In the last lesson, we briefly looked at how taadiuce ourselves by usihg-| andl'LY5 J. For instance, we had the
following example, which Alice used to introduce $edf.

(1) FAFTIRELNLET,
- | am called Alice. (lit: As for me, you say Alige

This sentence pattern is probably one of the fiisigs beginner Japanese students learn in therotas. In this
case, the verbl 5 ] doesn't mean that somebody actually said sometRiaiper, Alice is saying that people in
general say "Alice" when referring to her. Whiléngskanji forlL\5 | is perfectly acceptable, in this case, since
nothing is actually being said, using hiragandss aommon.

This idea of describing what a person is knowreéenred to as can also be extended to objectslandg We can
essentially define and identify anything we wantusingl &L Y3 | in this manner. As you can imagine, this is
particularly useful for us because it allows uas& what things are called in Japanese and fateheition of words
we don't know yet.

Examples

(1) INIX.GTAENSETT D,
- What is this fish referred to as?.

(2) ZOAIL., fHENNET,
- This fish is known asTai".

(3) ILEFRELSIT/IN—HIEZIZHED . F>TVETHM?
- Do you know where the department store calleding" is?

(4) TRZENZ, ZFET friend] ELVSEBKRTT,
- The meaning oftbmodachil in English is "friend".
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Using )] to describe anything

We learned how to ude-L ‘3 ] to describe what something is known or referredstaHowever, we can take this
idea even further by attaching two subordinatesg#auAt this pointl L) | is so abstract that it doesn't even really
have a meaning. When a subordinate clause is anlagga withl & |, you must have a verb to go along with it and
F'Lyv5 ] is simply being used as a generic verb to enabte talk about any subordinate clause. This allesvio
describe and explain just about anything rangingifa single word to complete sentences. As youmagine, this
construction is quite useful and employed quiterofh Japanese.

Examples

(1) EALNLAEZSFELSDOA—FEAN ST,
- The most interesting thing was that the main ati@r was the criminal.

(2) BRANEFEBEICBHELOSDEFERE?
- Is it true that Japanese people are weak to aleoh

(3) WMBLLSDIE, WEf>f=D ?
- It was a lie that you were single?

(4) YT—=FELVSDIE, YAV EBEEBITHELSIETT,
- Reboot means to restart your computer.

We can abstract it even further by replacing tHmsdinate clause with a generic way of doing somgthn this
case, we useZ5 1. IZ5]. & 1. andl ES ], which when combined witht Y5 ] means "this way, "that way",
"that way (far away in an abstract sense)" and twiag/" respectively.

Examples

(1) HAFIE WDETSLSKISERDAEN L DAL,
- It's because you always come at times like thiesel'm troubled.

(2) ZOLVOANE—RITHFZT DD, =Lt
- [Anybody would] dislike doing work together withat type of person, huh?

() HHLONEEETE 0. FRITHENSERVET,
- | think you can become happy if you could mahgtttype of person.

(4) KRZIATHELDT, ESLVOIBRED ?
- What do you mean, "You're not going to go to egd?"

Rephrasing and making conclusions with :\\9 |

We can attach the question markaén | to [ &0V5 | in order to add a questioning element. This cotion is used
when you want to rephrase or redefine something asdhe following dialogue.

Example Dialogue

(A) HEBVAF. HAT-DEETLELS?
- Miki-chan is your girlfriend, right?

(B) I~ABEENID, REELIN RAELNIH -
- Um, you might say girlfriend, or friend, or sornigig...

This construction is used all the time, particylanl casual conversations. It can be used to cbs@oething, come
to a different conclusion, or even as an intergacti
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Examples

(1) BBIIFEELID, ELDEESTULITALY,
- | like alcohol or rather, can't live on withott i

(2) BAITMNENERD, LD BEDGELDDL, TIFELY,
- Don't think I'll go. Or rather, can't becauseré'®no money.

(3) ELVOIM . EI/mORNEZHTTITE,
- Rather than that, | have to go home already.

Rather than usingh» | to rephrase a conclusion, we can also simplyl Tsk to sum up something without
rephrasing anything.

Example Dialogue

(A) HELLADNENELRNTF-ATZST,
- | heard that Miki-chan broke up with Yousuke.

(B) ELVDZEIE AZTBOAIK STREDNGENENSIZE?
- Does that mean Miki-chan doesn't have a boyfrisma?

(A) &3, T2 &,
- That's right. That's what it means.

Using >TJ or I'TJ for N9

As mentioned in the previous lessbry T | is very often used in causal slang in placédf, because it allows us to
leave out the rest of the sentence and assumextdotgust plain assumption) will take care of tiest. We already
saw that we can udeoT | to replacd &LV5 ] as well. However, since we just learned how toludse\5 | to do

much more than just simply say something, theeeliit to just how much you can leave out. In @age,[ > T

will allow us to leave out not only 5 | but also any accompanying particles as you camsibe following
example.

Examples

(1) REBFTEELSDEEFDILE?
- The studying abroad next year thing, is that Tkoffo

(2) REBZITEHOTEFDIL?
- The studying abroad next year thing, is that Tkofo

12571 is also another phrase that leaves out just abarithing. By convention, it is used to express
disagreement or dissatisfaction usually to whineg@lain, or to make an excuse but you can't tetvitmeans just
from looking at it. It is an abbreviation of somieth along the lines df&(&LY> T4 ] meaning, "even if that was the
case".

Example Dialogue 1

(A) Lok,
- Have to do it, you know.

(B) 7=2T. BEAGLMDTEGRE,

- But (even so), can't do it because there isme.ti

Example Dialogue 2
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(A) 1THECTHLNE,
- Don't have to go, you know.

(B) 7=2T.AAEITO T, RABITHELE,
- But (even so), everybody said they're going.Mehta go too.

In some cases, the smhiD | is left out and just T is used instead df>T . This is done (as is usually the case
for slang) in order to make things easier to sagdneral, this is when there is nothing beford thg or when the
sound that comes before it doesn't require theé@ixpeparation thé- | gives us in order to be understood.

Examples

(1) TIEF. HEBPAIF. SERENNVGENTIE?
- Does that mean Miki-chan doesn't have a boyfriema?

(2) TLID BB VNELEDHTTITE,
- Rather than that, | have to go home already.

Since slang tends to be used in whichever way ¢ngop feels like, there are no definite rules de§jrwhether you
should usd 2T or I'TJ. However,[ T is generally not used to express what people hattally said or heard,
which is why it wasn't covered in the last lesson.

(R) #TbeAd.BHAIRLT,
- (Can't usd T for something actually said)

(IE) #EbeAn . FABRIHEN-T,
- Miki-chan says she isn't coming tomorrow.

Saying ¥5 | instead of )]

Because thé& V5 Jconstruction is used so often, there are a loiftérént variations and slang based on it. While |
do not plan on covering all of them here, you daec& outCasual Patterns and Slaimgthe miscellaneous section
for yet even more slang derived frdr( )5 J.

The last thing I'm am going to briefly mention h&r¢he use of P3| instead of LV3 1. In conversations, it is quite
normal to say P31 instead of LV5 1. [P ] is easier to say because it is simply one lettdr along vowel sound
instead of the two different vowel soundd 65 J.

Examples

(1) THOIM, BIFHENEZDHTYTITE,
- Rather than that, | have to go home already.

(2) #5052 &LpALN-T!
- | said it's not like that (lit: it's not that tgf thing)!
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Trying things in Japanese

Do or do not. There is no try.
-Yoda

Outline

1. Let's try some stuff
2. To try something out
3. To attempt to do something

Let's try some stuff

In English, we use the word, "try" to mean bothttosomething out" and "to make an effort to dmething". In
Japanese, these are separate grammatical expgegaioinstance, "l tried the cherry flavor" andriéd to do
homework" mean quite different things and thoughlish does not make a distinction, Japanese does.

To try something out

To try something out, you simply need to changeviré to the te-form and add# 4 J. If it helps you to remember,
you can think of it as a sequence of an actionthed seeing the result. In fel #4 ] conjugates just lik€R 5 J.
However, just like thé ~ TIZLL\J grammar we learned, this is a set phrasel @ | is usually written in
hiragana.

Summary

To say you tried something out, take the actionjwgate it to thee-formand add # 5 J.
; ) 1% - §oT - oTHS ;

You can treat the whole result as a regular vesbgs you would with &5 J.
f5l) Y1oTHBD, Yo THI= Yo THEL Pl THEM DT

Examples

(1) BPFABREFIIRHDTEATHIZITE, ETHELLM ST ! - | tried eating okonomiyaki for the first time and
it was very tasty!

(2) BBERATHELEZMN, TTERAHYZELT=, - | tried drinking alcohol and | became extremdgepy.

(3) #HLWLWT/IN—KZFT->TH%, - I'm going to check out the new department store.

(4) GEDEFHHREEEETHI=LV ! -1 want to try eating Hiroshima okonomiyaki!

To attempt to do something

We already learned that thelitional formwas used to indicate a will to set out to do sénet If you guessed that
this next grammar for attempting to do somethingilanvolve the volitional form, you were right. Bay that you
tried (as in attempted) to do something, you neeatbhjugate the verb into the volitional, encldse ia quotation (so
that we can perform an action on the clause) arallji add the verlhd % 1. Or put more simply, you just ad&9
4 to the volitional form of the verb. This is simmy extension of the quoted subordinate clause fhenhast
section. Instead of saying the qué&>) or treating it as a thoughf2 5. &2 3%), we are simply doing it with3"
1.
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Summary

To say that you are attempting a certain actionyed the action to theolitional formand
; addl&9 5. ;
; Bl) B3 RS- REIETS ;
| B) 17< - 1755 - 725695 ;

Examples

(1) BB.MBEETLIET D,
- Everyday, she attempts to avoid study.

(2) EEXECEEICASDELTIND,
- He is attempting to force his way into the room.

(3) BAEL ELIHE . BERIFH®TEL,
- | attempted to sleep early but ended up stayglunight.

(4) BBFEHLOELIZA, BSAMIEDT,
- He tried to drink alcohol but his wife stoppedhhi

Though we use the vefl3™5 ] to say, "to do attempt”, we can use different seicbdo other things with the attempt.
For instance, we can use the veiR& 5% | to say, "decide to attempt to do [X]". Here arenecexamples of other
actions carried out on the attempt.

(1) RIBRELGEHNEITEIEE ST,
- | thought | would attempt to avoid studying asamas possible.

(2) BBYDLIZIFISE RO,
- Decided to attempt to go to gym everyday.
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Giving and receiving in Japanese

Outline

Japanese people like gifts

When to usé (15 |

Usingl 3 (% Jandl <% | for the third person
When to usé £:53 |

Asking favors withf {tfub 1 orT£525 |

aprwdRE

Japanese people like gifts

One thing about Japanese culture is that theygergiving gifts. There are many different custonwlving giving
and receiving giftsd & . & IT. etc.) and when Japanese people go traveling, yobe&aure that they're going
to be picking up souvenirs to take back as gifterBwhen attending marriages or funerals, peogegpected to
give a certain amount of money as a gift to hetplfthe ceremony. You can see why properly learhow to
express the giving and receiving of favors and stésra very important and useful skill. For sormesam, the proper
use ofl| 15 1. [{N5]. andl55 ] has always haunted people studying Japaneserashmiibly complex and
intractable. | hope to prove in this section thas conceptually quite straightforward and simple.

When to use (HiF3]

(%3] is the Japanese word for "to give" seen from fieaker's point of view. You must use this verb wiem
are giving something or doing something for somesine.

Examples

(1) FDBREZIZTLEUREHITT=,
- | gave present to friend.

(2) INIFEEIZHITH,
- I'll give this to teacher.

In order to express the giving of a favor (verb)i youst use the ever useful te-form and then afté@gt’ 5 1. This
applies to all the other sections in this lessowels

(1) BEZE->THITAHL,
- I'll give you the favor of buying a car.

(2) KbYIZIT->THIT 45,
- I'll give you the favor of going in your place.

For third-person, this verb is used when the speigakeoking at it from the giver's point of vieWe'll see the
significance of this when we examine the ve€di5 | next.

(1) ZENIIhZEREIZHITS,
- The student give this to teacher. (looking &tam the student's point of view)

(2) REARIZLDWSEEZ Z THIFT-,
- Friend gave the favor of teaching something gmoaty dad. (looking at it from the friend's poiritview)

Using /%23 to mean /%3,
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Usually used for pets, animals, and such, you aohstiutel 5% |, which normally means "to do", fo#& I+ 5 ].
You would normally never use this typeldf % | for people. | only included this so that you wdgtconfused by
sentences like the following.

(1) RIZEE%*>->7=? - Did you give the dog food?
Here, %54 ] does not mean "to do" but "to give". You can beltause "doing food to dog" doesn't make any sense.

When to use [<{13]

[{t1%] is also a verb meaning "to give" but unlik& (15 1, it is from the receiver's point of view. You muste
this verb when someoredseis giving something or doing something for youéefively the opposite di& 1+ 5 1).

Examples

(1) RELFATLEURENT,
- Friend gave present to me.

(2) ThlF, FEEINT=,
- Teacher gave this to me.

() EZE-TNHM?
- You'll give me the favor of buying a car for me?

(4) KbhYlZiT-oTtdnsd?
- Will you give me the favor of going in my place?

Similarly, when used in the third-person, the spedk speaking from the receiver's point of view aot the giver.

(1) ZENTIhEZEITND,
- The teacher give this to student. (looking &tdtn the student's point of view)

(2) REMNRICLWIEFH A TN,
- Friend gave favor of teaching something good yodiad. (looking at it from the dad's point of view)

The following diagram illustrates the directiongiting from the point of view of the speaker.

The rest of the world

HIFD <D

The speaker

From the speaker's point of view, all the givingnéao others "go up" to everybody else while théngj done by
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everybody else "goes down" to the speaker. Thisdbably related to the fact that there is an igahverbl £ 1§

%1 meaning "to raise" that contains the charactetdbove"(_t) and that the honorific version b5 ] is[ &
%1 with the character for dowtiF). This restriction allows us to make certain detunst from vague sentences like
the following:

(1) REINBATHITHATT D,
- Teacher, will you be the one to give favor ofcteiag to... [anybody other than the speaker]?

Because all giving done to the speaker must alwagb<t1% ], we know that the teacher must be doing it for
someone else ambt the speakeiThe speaker is also looking at it from the teashmint of view as doing a favor
for someone else.

(2) ZEPHBATNDHATI D,
- Teacher, will you be the one to give favor ofctaiag to... [anybody including the speaker]?

Because the giver is not the speaker, the teashsthier giving to the speaker or anyone else.spleaker is viewing
it from the receiver's point of view as receivintaaor done by the teacher.

Let's see some mistakes to watch out for.
(32) LSBT EL, - <51 is being used as giving done by the speaker. (@Jron
(IE) FAHEEENTHITELT=, - 1 gave favor of eating it all. (Correct)

(32) RENTLEURERIZHIF =, - THIT 5B is being used as giving to the speaker. (Wrong)
(IE) REMNTLEUREFLZ{NT=, - Friend gave present to me. (Correct)

When to use 'H59 ]

455 ] meaning, "to receive" has only one version unlilgl ¥ 5./ <f1.5 ] so there's very little to explain. One
thing to point out is that since you recefuem someonel A5 | is also appropriate in addition to thie | target
particle

Examples

(1) IHAREICTLEVMELLST,
- | received present from friend.

(2) REMTLEURELLOT,
- | received present from friend.

(3) TNIFREZEIZE->THLoT,
- About this, received the favor of buying it frdriend.

(4) BEZFIvILTEoL V= o2+ E . BREANGE(TRE o1,
- | wanted to receive the favor of checking homdwmst there was no time and it was impossible.

455 ] is seen from the perspective of the receivernshe case of first-person, others usually don&ire things
from you. However, you might want to usEhm 5455 ] when you want to emphasive that fact that therothe
person received it from you. For instance, if yanted to say, "Hey,daveyou that!" you would usé€d(F5 .
However, you would use,55 | if you wanted to say, "Hey, yaiot that from me!"

(5) ZORFHEIAMNLELOT=D &K,
- [He] received that watch from me.

Asking favors with [<i13] or [$525]

You can make requests by usingfr5 1 and the potential form df£55 1 (can | receive the favor of...). We've
already seen an example of this in exan{@le of thel {414 ] section. Because requests are favors done for the
speaker, you cannot uk& (¥4 in this situation.
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Examples

(1) FAZELTNS?
- Will you give me the favor of lending 1000 yen?

(2) FHZELTLLA5%"7
- Can | receive the favor of you lending 1000 yen?

Notice that the two sentences essentially measdah® thing. This is because the giver and rechagibeen omitte
because it is obvious from the context. If we wererrite out the full sentence, it would look likws:

(1) HE=N AICFRZELTNS?
- Will you give me the favor of lending 1000 yen?

(2) A, HET=ICFHERELTELAS?
- Can | receive the favor of you lending 1000 yen?

It is not normal to explicitly include the subjentd target like this when directly addressing samedaut is provided
here to illustrate the change of subject and tadgpending on the vefiXt15 | andl£5% 5 ].

You can use the negative to make the requesteaditfter. You'll see that this is true in manyesttypes of
grammar.

(1) beo&gE@mIzLTinily?
- Won't you be a little quieter?

(2) BEFEEVNTLLAFEAD,
- Can you write this in kanji for me?

Asking someone to not do something

In order to request that someamz do something, you simply atta€ft | to the negative form of the verb and
proceed as before.

(1) EMEALGVTNMFET D,
- Can you not eat it all?

(2) BLWYEEDGNTNE?
- Can you not buy expensive thing(s)?

SOME RIEHTS RESERVED

This work is licensed underGreative Commons License
Copyright © 2003-2007 Tae Kim (taekim.japanese AT booan)
Report a correction or suggestion for this page

This page has last been revised on 2005/5/19
Fixed typo in example translation (2005/5/12)
Spread layout and improved %551 examples (2005/5/19)

137 of 237 2007/11/05 20:2



Tae Kim's Japanese guide to learning Japanese gramm file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/Administr&bE3%83%8.

Making Requests

Outline

Politely (and not so politely) making requests

[ ~<t=&LV ] — a special conjugation 6K1=2&5 |
Usingl ~5 &£572L\] as a casual request
Usingl ~7%: &0 V] to make firm but polite requests
The Command Form

arONE

Politely (and not so politely) making requests

Similar to asking for favors, which we learnedhe last lesson, there are also various ways to meggessts in
Japanese. This is effectively the Japanese wagyirig "please do X". We'll first learn the mostenon way to
make requests using a special conjugation of the&f=&% | and the firmef7iE% 1. Finally, we'll learn the
rarely used excessively strong command form foistie of completeness. You can safely skip thepiastunless
you're an avid reader of man

[~<72&\ ] — a special conjugation of [{/7&3%]

[{t=&L\] is a special conjugation 6K1=&% 1, which is the honorific form of{#1% J. We will learn more about

honorific and humbléorms in the beginning of the next major sectite are going over{7=&L\] here because it
has a slight difference in meaning from the norhaiiv% 1 and the honorifid <7=&% 1. [{F=&L\ ] is different from
{15 ] in the following fashion:

(1) Fh%EL/ZELY, - Please give me that.

(2) #h#E <N 5 ?- Can you give me that?

As you can se&{f=&LV ] is a direct request for something whikh 4 | is used as a question asking for someone to
give something. However, it is similar k€414 1 in that you can make a request for an action imyplsi attaching it

to thete-formof the verb.

(1) EFTELVTLIESELY, - Please write it in kanji.

(2) BoKYEELTLIZELY, - Please speak slowly.

The rules for negative requests are same as tee fall <115 | as well.
(1) BEZTZFEE=NILTLESLY, - Please don't write graffiti.
(2) ZZITZ7ELNTLIZELY, - Please don't come here.

In casual speech, it is often common to simply dhegd <f=&L\ ] part.
AAEET:EL T, - Please speak in Japanese.

JHLOLF =L T, - Please lend me the eraser.
EmULATIZITAVEELVT, - Please don't go to a far place.

For those who want to sound particularly commandaing manly, it is also possible to Usét4 | with thel 5 |
removed.

BAFETEL T4, - Speak in Japanese.

JHLT LZEL TN, - Lend me the eraser.

EULATIZITAVEL T, - Don't go to a far place.

Becausd <fZ&L\] like the masu-form must always come at the enteser or a subordinate clause, you cannot use
it to directly modify a noun. For example, the folling is not possible with{7=&L\ .
(1) BREADBNT-FFETHIEMNT=, - The clock that father gave broke.

Of course, since direct quotes is merely repeatimgething someone said in verbatim, you can putipedly
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anything in a direct quote.
(1) TENFELZEIVIEBRESADE o1=, - Father said, "Please give me that."

Using '~51572\)| as a casual request

A casual alternative dfi<f=&L\ | used usually by females|i® £37=01 ]. It is always written in hiragana. Written in
kaniji, it is usually used in a very formal expresssuch as TE&ELE 9 1. There's not much more to say here
because grammatically; it works the same wal<ds =Ly ].

Examples
(1) RT—=2%%L L3571, - Please give me the spoon.
(2) CCIZAHIEELNTEEDTZLY, - Please write your name here.

Using [~72X\)] to make firm but polite requests

[77 &LV ] is a special honorific conjugation likg™5 1. It is a soft yet firm way of issuing a commartdslused, for
example, when a mother is scolding her child ormé&¢eacher wants a delinquent student to paytatternlike
F<f=&Lr g, T4&EL ] only applies to positive verbs and usessteenof the verb instead of the te-form. It also cannot
be used by itself but must be attached to anotidyr. v

Using lNg&Ly] to make firm but polite requests

Conjugate the verb to ittemand attach 7z &0 |
5 ) BRNE - BXRGE E

Bl) BRE — BRA — BRATESLY
Bl 9% —-L - L

Examples
(1) K<LEEREL ! - Listen well!
(2) ZZIZEEYREELY, - Sit here.

You can also drop&LY | portion of thel 72 &L | to make a casual version of this grammar.
(1) FEWLEWHEMN G, F-{SAE L, - There's still a lot, so eat a lot.
(2) ENTLWERSHES, 507 &, - If you think that's fine, then go ahead andtdo i

The Command Form

We will go over the command form in the interestofering all the possible verb conjugations. klitg, the
command form is rarely used as Japanese peopleéddrgdtoo polite to use imperatives. Also, thiarse type of
speech is rarely, if indeed at all, used by femalles tend to uséZE &L\ | or an exasperatdd 14 | when angry or
irritated. This form is only really useful for reéad comic books or watching movies. You may oftea er heaf 3t
13 ! 1 ("Die!) in movies or manga which, of course, yonever hear in real life. (I hope!)

Be sure to note that, in addition to the familigr4 1, <% ] exception verbd,K#1% ] is also an exception for the
command form.

Rules for creating command form

e ru-verbs - Replace tHe5 | with ['5 ]
e u-verbs - Change the last character from an /aweVvto an / e / vowel
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Plain | Command Plain | Command | B—<=F | B—<= (Com) Plain | Command

BRS | BRS R Er3es hanas hanas EE) L%
BED BS < ilba kiku kike & bl A

g% | {8LA BE .50 WA asohy asole nd <h
25 B o fFC mat mat

gEL | EES -/ Eh -/ 4:0) nomu nome
Ho H5 Ed En naor naoe

#rs | Bs A el shinu shirne

BTS | £8TA =19 BZ kau kae

Examples
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e Exceptions 1951 becomed LA, [<5] becomed ZL1], {15 ] becomed < |

Sample ru-verbs

Sample u-verbs

Exception Verbs

(1) #1¥=IZL%, - Do as you please.
(2) ®-B1717 ! - Go away!
(3) BGHZEHEH->TET 4, - Hurry up and bring me some alcohol.

The negative command form is very simple: simptgeit! % | to either ru-verbs or u-verbs. Don't confuse ttiih
the [ %4 | gobi we will be learning at the end of this secti®he intonation is totally different.

Attach %3] to the verb.
B 17< - 17<74E
Bl 56 -9 5B

Using the negative command form

Examples

(1) EnEBA%7% ! - Don' eat that!

(2) EHEIEHFES7 ! - Don't say such weird things!

This is not to be confused with the shortened wversif ~7:ELY ] we just learned in thest sectionThe most
obvious difference (besides the clear differenc®ie) is that if ~%: &L\ ], the verb is first converted to the stem
while the negative command has no conjugationexample, fol 3% J, TL%: ] would be the short version bE7%:
&LV while 9 47%: | would be a negative command.
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Added < v exception for command form. (2005/9/21)
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3 licks to get to the center of a tootsie roll lalbop

What! ...is the air-speed velocity of an unladealkw?
-Holy Grail Bridgekeeper

Outline

1. Numbers and Amounts
2. The Number System

3. Counting and Counters
4. Usingl B | to show order

Numbers and Amounts

Numbers and counting in Japanese are difficult ghda require its own section. First of all, themher system is
units of four instead of three, which can make @uting into English quite difficult. Also, thereeathings called
counters, which are required to count differenetypf objects, animals, or people. We will leam tfiost generic
and widely used counters to get you started soythatan learn more on your own. To be honest, teosmight be
the only thing that'll make you want to quit leargiJapanese, it's that bad. | recommend you digiygta little bit of
this section at a time because it's awfully a fahongs to memorize.

The Number System

The Japanese number system is spread into urfiisiofSo a number such as 10,000,000 is actudlityugpas
1000,0000. However, thanks to the strong influesfae Western world and the standardization of lners, when
numbers are actually written, the split-off is #hidigits. Here are the first ten numbers.

Numerals | 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

BT — | = = U VAN t VAN i +

Vb |V 12 | SA LKA | T2 A | L A% | 1Fh | Ewd | L

As the chart indicates, 4 can eitherlthel or T &A1 and 7 can either HeL% | or [ %% |. Basically, both are
acceptable up to 10. However, past ten, the reasianost alway$ kA, | andl 737 J. In generall KA 1 andl' %
%31 are preferred ovdrL ] andl'L% | in most circumstances.

You can simply count from 1 to 99 with just these humbers. Japanese is easier than English iregpect
because you do not have to memorize separate wootisas "twenty" or "fifty". In Japanese, it's siynjist "two
ten" and "five ten".

(1) =+— (TAlwiLb) =31
(2) E+m (CLwo&A)=54
(3) £+t (BHLwI%6HE)=77
(4) =+ (I2tw?) =20

Notice that numbers are either always written injikar numerals because hiragana can get rathgrdad hard t
decipher.

Numbers past 99
Here are the higher numbers:
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Numerals | 100 | 1,000/ 10,000 1078 1071R2
BF =] F B & Jk
VoMt (Ve | BA | FA | B BES
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Notice how the numbers jumped four digits from 165408 betwee /5 and{&? That's because Japanese is
divided into units of four. Once you get pagh 110,000), you start all over until you reach 9,8B%hen it rotates to
1{& (100,000,000). By the wa is 100 and¥ is 1,000, but anything past that, and you neexdtezh a 1 so the
rest of the units become 73 (1074), —{& (1078). —3Jk (10"12).

Now you can count up to 9,999,999,999,999,999 @9%JK just by chaining the numbers same as before.i$his
where the problems start, however. Try sayibgbb &3] . [ BUw<1, [EAE A really quickly, you'll notice
it's difficult because of the repetition of similewnsonant sounds. Therefore, Japanese peoplalbaided to make
it easier on themselves by pronouncing themlas®: £3 1. [5>U+< 1., and[TAH A 1. We already discussed

this near the end of th€anji section. Unfortunately, it makes it all the harfteryou to remember when to

pronounce what. Here are all the slight sound césing

Numerals | ¥ | Obh
300 =8 | SAUL
600 RE | AU
800 B | [F2U<
3000 =F | SAtEA
8000 INF | [ToEA

1002 | =% | Lob&d
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(1) PBA=FEt+RK (KAFASATALLELPSAL) = 43,076

(2) EEAEZTEAAFZEBZ+Z (BEBBIUKIZLRSIFAFAZTHSIBAIZDLIZLSIZ) =
706,249,222

(8) AEKZA— (CVv<bL3IZFALVE) =500,000,000,020,001

Notice that it is customary to write large numbensy in numerals as even kanji can become diffitulieciphe

Some of you may be clamoring for larger numbersybutll hardly ever uséf& | much lesd Jk 1. | will guarantee
that you will not need to know this but | looked alfpst for curiosity's sake.

Numbers smaller or lessthan 1

Zero in Japanese €& | butl 0] or <)L | is more common in modern Japanese. There is riaspeethod for
reading decimals, you simply shy& | for the dot and read each individual number gfterdecimal point. Here's an
example:

(1) 0.0021 €0, |, ¥, O, =, —,

For negative numbers, everything is the same dtiygeumbers except that you sy 1+ X | first.
(1) RAFARAZ+Hh =-29

Counting and Counters

Ah, and now we come to the fun part. In Japanebenwou are simply counting numbers, everythirjgssas you
would expect,—, —. =. and so on. However, if you want to count any tgpebject, you have to use something
called a counter which depends on what type ofablyjeu are counting and on top of this, there amous sound
changes similar to the ones we saw WRIEH, etc.. The counter themselves are usually singhéi kharacters that
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often have a special reading just for the courtiest, let's learn the counters for dates

Dates

The year is very easy. All you have to do is s@&rtbmber and addfE | which is pronounced here B& A 1. For
example, Year 2003 becomes 28032t A/SA4aA)) . The catch is that there is another calendar witiatts over
every time a new emperor ascends the throne. Tdreiy@receded by the era, for example this yeaF i 155 .

My birthday, 1981 idi#1564F (The Showa era lasted from 1926 to 1989). You think that you don't need to
know this but if you're going to be filling out fos in Japan, they often ask you for your birthdathe current date
in the Japanese calend&lf&). So here's aeat converteyou can use to convert to the Japanese calendar.

Saying the months is actually easier than Englestabse all you have to do is write the number €eitth numerals
or kaniji) of the month and addd | which is read aé»¥D J. However, you need to pay attention to Agaig ),
July (7 B), and Septembe® B) which are pronounced_n¥D |, TLEAYD ], andl <A D] respectively.

Finally, we get to the days of the month, whiclvisere the headache starts. The first day of thetmieh D (/=5 |
(—B); differentfrom ['L\512% ] (—H), which means "one day". Besides this and some etteeptions we'll
soon cover, you can simply say the number and &tigl which is pronounced here Bis% 1. For example, the 26th
becomes 26 (IZLw55<IZH). Pretty simplehowever the first 10 days, the 14th, 19th, 20th, 29thehspecial
readings that you must separately memorize. Iflj@memorizing things, you'll have a ball here tide that the
kanji doesn't change but the reading does.

3| | the | the | the | the | the | the | the | the | the | the the the the the the

§2 | 1st | 2nd | 3rd | 4th | 5th | 6th | 7th | 8th | 9th | 10th | 14th | 19th | 20th | 24th | 29th

# — - = m &= A t AN A+ ;LL R

= | H H H H H H H H H =] Py n
H H H

H H

. . 1z 1z

C C N N

_ C C

g R R R 3 = - A - - S

Kl 2 2 2 2L 0 > 5 s e < D 3 3

N - A mn mn mn mn mn h h _ h K <

it b ya) > 1z z

. " 2 1z

A 5

In Japan, the full format for dates follows theeimtational date format and looks like: XXXXYY BZZH. For
example, today's date would be: 260828 2H

Time
Now, we'll learn how to tell time. The hour is givby saying the number and add! & | which is pronounced here
aslLCJ. Here is a chart of exceptions to look out for.

EE | 4 0'clock| 7 oclock 9 o'cloch
BF PO B i N
[01=Y) V¥ &L Ll <L

Notice how the numbers 4, 7, and 9 keep comingugeta pain in the butt? Well, those and sometitmésand 8 ai
the numbers to watch out for.

The minutes are given by addihgp | which usually read as5+As 1 with the following exceptions:
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HiE 1 min 3 min 4 min 6 min 8 min 10 min
BF —5 =5 PRy VA%,) VAN ) +57
UM | Lo RA | SASA | FASA | AH5A | [FHRA | Lo SRA

For higher number, you use the normal pronuncidtothe higher digits and rotate around the sasadings for 1
to 10. For instance, 24 minutes ISCw 3 & A SA 1 (Z+M%3) while 30 minutes isTALW > SAI(=+57).
There are also other less common but still copemtunciations such d$&5 5A 1 for [/\4 | andl C>.5%A ] for
[+43 1 (this one is almost never used).

All readings for seconds consists of the numbes pfit |, which is read aUr &5 J. There are no exceptions for
seconds and all the readings are the same.

Some examples of time.

(1) 1245 (LWBL-IZLw S KA RA) -1:24

(2) 14485105 (T2 &L Lwo5A) -4:10 PM

(3) FaIMF165 (CHAKL-Lw5525A4) -9:16 AM

(4) 135165 (Lw3ZAL-LwS5o5A) -13:16

(5) 285185137 (IZL-LwS(E-2RA-LpSSATVLS) - 2:18:13

A Span of Time

Ha! | bet you thought you were done with datestamd, well guess again. This time we will learn otars for
counting spans of time, days, months, and yeams balsic counter for a span of timd & 1, which is read akh
As]. You can attach it to the end of hours, days, weeRkd years. Minutes (in general) and second®tineed this
counter and months have a separate counter, whachillvcover next.

(1) ZEEmE+5 (CChA-LALHD5A) - 2 hours and 40 minutes

(2) Z4+HR[E (E2hHhA) - 20 days

(3) +EHM (Lw3ZITBMA) - 15 days

(4) ZF[M (ZhADA) -two years

(5) =M (TALwIMA) -three weeks

(6) —H (L\IZBL) - 1day

As mentioned before, a period of one dal+sH | (LV©5(2%5) which is different from the 1st of the monflD (/=
5.

Pronunciations to watch out for when counting weskane weekf —3&Ef 1 (L\ oL S53MA) and 8 weeks:/\;&E
A1 (I&oLwohA).

To count the number of months, you simple takegaleg number and addh™ 1 andl B | which is pronounced here
asl¥2] andnotA 2. Thel '] used in this counter is usually written as a siathkand 4 | which is
confusing because it's still pronounced As] and notl 17 1. The small 4 ] is actually totally different from the
katakand % | and is really an abbreviation for the kalrf# |, the original kanji for the counter. This smidt | is
also used in some place names sudhaBks & | and other counters, such as the counter for lmeat@scribed in
the "Other Counters" section below.

In counting months, you should watch out for théofeing sound changes:

HEE 1 month 6 months 10 months
BF —+~ A 7R ++ A
VHME | Lo IFD | BomIFD | LwoahIFD

Just like minutes, the high numbers rotate baakgie same sounds for 1 to 10.
(1) +—#4A (Cw5LryoMIFD) - Eleven months
(2) Z++4A (ZLw2HIFD) - Twenty months
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(8) =+=#A8 (SALHSISADITFD) - Thirty three months

Other Counters
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We'll cover some of the most common counters soyiall be familiar with how counters work. ThislMhopefully
allow you to learn other counters on your own begeathere are too many to even consider covering tie The
important thing to remember is that using the wroagnter is grammatically incorrect. If you are otog people,
you must use the people counter, etc. Sometimes, it ispaabke to use a more generic counter when a less
commonly used counter applies. Here are some cmunte
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A A5 When to Use

A To count the number of people

V. To count long, cylindrical objects such as botdeshopsticks

¢ To count thin objects such as paper or shirts

i To count bound objects usually books

T To count small animals like cats or dogs

% To count the age of a living creatures such aslpeop

& To count small (often round) objects

=] To count number of times

4 Fir (R To count number of locations
D To count any generic object that has a rare oouater
Counting 1 to 10 (some variations might exist)
A x B Om s 8 ® @ 7@ 5
)
1| 0v&EY | L»IFEA L\ﬁi L2ED | LWDUE | L&Y | L2Z | Lyohy L\Cf\ V&ED
2 | AzY | IZIEA | ITELY | IZED | ICDE | ITEN e [ZALy | 12L& | 572D
3| M sama | SRE saso | sauE | sasn | s saen ] SMP400
4 Kk | EAEA | TEE RSO SADE EASD | SAS | Ehbb | TP oo
5| JI2A | JIFA | TFW | ZED JuoE | & -c ZhLy | IZHLk | VDD
6 | ALICA | A2IFA | AKEL | ALED | A0UF | ALELY | A02 | Aoy | AoLs | 0D
- A VAN
7 25 anmEa | BEF nneo wnus wmse | sec waee | 9650 mno
F6IZ | [FBIF | [FBF o — | lEFBh [EohH
8 A A A [E2ED | [E2UE | [Eo&LY | [FoZ A L ©>5D
g W3S ETWIE | FTWSE | TS | FWIV | FIT | TS | FWIH | EFSH | CoD
A A Ly D & Ly = Ly L& D
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Lo
)

Lo
=

Lo &
LY

CwolxX
A

CwaIZ
vy

Lo
Ly

Cpoh
R

Cwo

—

Cpoh

10 Lr

.

The changed sounds have been highlighted. You domnttt O because there is nothing to count. Youstaply use
[%50y ) or TUMAELY . The chart has hiragana for pronunciation bubedere, it is usually written with either numbers
or kanji plus the counter with the single exceptdéh &3 | which is simply written aé+J.

For higher numbers, it's the same as before, yedhesnormal pronunciation for the higher digitd astate around
the same readings for 1 to 10 exceptlfor A 1 andl Z A | which transforms to the normBl ‘% | andl(Z ) once

you get past the first two. f— A JisTO &Y | while T11A ] isTCwSULVEBIZA ). Also, the generic countér~D |
only applies up to exactly ten items. Past that, gan just use regular plain numbers.

Note: The counter for age is often sometimes writtsl 2 | for those who don't have the time to write outrire
complex kanji. Plus, age 20 is usually read [d5=% 1 and notl IZCipoELN ).

Using [H ] to show order

You can attacth B | (read ad & J) to various counters to indicate the order. Thetrsommon example is tHé& |
counter. For examplé—% | which means "number one" becomes "the first" whamaddl B 1 (—Z&H).
Similarly, T—[E] B ] is the first time] Z[a] B | is the second timé M@ A B | is the fourth person, and so on.

!l' Ll !:||!-|LI:|!!:|I! I

[
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This is only the end of the beginning

Outline

1. Some more gobi and some review

2. The next most often used gobii | andl & |

3. Gender-specific emphasis gobi> |, T 1. €1, [ALD ]
4. That's a wrap!

Some more gobi and some review

We are coming to the end of the fourth major sectibthe guide. Do you feel like your Japaneseiimgsoved?
We've come to the point where we've learned encogfugations to be able to start mixing them togeth various
useful combinations. Of course this can be a Idificult to do without some practice, which istheason for this
lesson. But first, since we've come to the endedfayother section, let's learn some more sentamdiags.

The next most often used gobi: (72| and X]

Next tol & J andl4a J, T&] andl %] are the next most commonly used gobi.

&1, which is basically a very casual formlak 1, is similar to the English "like" in that some pé®throw it in at
the end of almost every single phrase. Of couhsg,doesn’'t mean it's necessarily a very sophisticaanner of
speech but just like using "like" all the timednmot deny that it is an easy habit to fall intotHat sense, due to its
over-use, it has almost lost any specific meantiogyt may overhear a conversation like the following:

REE1: HDE---

REHE2: SA

KEHET1: ZOfEE---

KEE2: SA

REBE1: TARZ—FURIZT2AEFES BANE, THILAATT -
REHE2: SA

RFZET: METEGLTSE -
And it goes on like this, sometimes the other persmht break in to say something related to tipécto

You can usé 7% ] in place ofl 431 when it sounds too soft and reserved for whatwant to say or for the audience
you are speaking to. Its rough sound generallyieppb the male gender but is not necessarilyicéstrto onl
males.

EN 5. BEEIZIT<ATEKY, - You are going to the library now huh? (seekinglamation)

BF: SA. BAT? - Yeah, why?

RT: BARER., (SARBLI=ITE L, TEE2R MDA, - | studied Japanese a lot, right? But, | still 'tlon
get it at all.

TUR: KX k&, EoEhMBES2HEM5HE, - No problem. You'll become able to understandsfoe, you
know?

RT: BESLWWNTEL, - If so, it would be good.

Thel%3 ] gobi is often used with the question mark®¥] to indicate that the speaker is considering soimgth

(1) SBIETHFESH 7 ? - | wonder if it'll rain today.
(2) WWNVKZIZITITA M 7E? - I wonder if | can go to a good college.

Gender-specific emphasis gobi: (], ], [¥], L5

These gobi are primarily used just to emphasizestiomg and doesn't really have a meaning per seeMer, they
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can make your statements sound much stronger apdjeader-specific. Usinb#a 1 is just likel &1 except it will
make you sound almost sickeningly female (puttiiffgent dialects aside). Use sparindlyirL 5 | is also a very
feminine version of V%% |, which we just went ovef.Z ] andl £ ] are identical td & 1 except that it makes you
sound "cool" and manly, or at least, that is therih These examples might not be very helpful aitractually
hearing what they sound like.

(1) £585REA ALV, - There is no more time.

(2) L), 177 ! - Hey, we're going!

(3) IMT.H538HYTFH, - With this, it's over already.

(4) LWWKZIZANSH LS ?-1wonder if | can enter a good college.

That's a wrap!

We learned quite a lot of things in this sectioat's try to put it all together by seeing how difiet kinds of
conjugations are used in different combinationss Thof course by no means an exhaustive listimrely an
illustration of how we can use what we learnedanaus combinations to create a lot of useful exgiEns.

Example 1

TOR: MELXE. boLBERMEEVLTELWTI N ?
MERE: SA. LTI &,

7YR: THelloJZBARFETRIEEAIZOLTI M,
fal&E Z [E = quoted sub-clause + if conditional &5

MELLE: 2500, KR [CAITBIFIEESIERNET &, L BB XICAITEDL Lo T [CAITL
(FIEENGLTIEGYFEE A

EE5EEUVET | = quoted sub-clause + quoted sub-clause

I'C47%2<{ T = negative sequence of states

TUAR: E3TI D MUIZ@MLN RBIFHYFTH,

MEERE: ChBEALN TR, BIE. THBIELII1EESD, TH, LOAICFBIELSTTNFETIEE>TWE
AW
[E2 LT -E XS + abbreviated form of T#< + casuak TLZELY with <FZ&LY dropped.

TR [FW Y ELE, RREALGWEIITLET, WLULVRIRICAYELE: !

Literal trandlation of Example 1

Alice: Kaga-sensei, is it ok to ask you a question?

Kaga-sensei: Yes, it's ok.

Alice: If you say what for "hello" in Japaneseitisk?

Kaga-sensei: Well, mostly, | think people say "kichiwa". Only, when you write it, you must writedknichiha"
and not "konnichiwa".

Alice: Is that so? Are there any other good expoess

Kaga-sensei: Please memorize this too (in premer#oir the future). In the morning, everybody saghayou". But,
please say, "ohayou-gozaimasu" to a higher person.

Alice: Yes, | understood. I'll do in the mannemat making mistake. It became good study!

| nterpretative translation of Example 1

Alice: Kaga-sensei, is it ok to ask you a question?

Kaga-sensei: Sure.

Alice: How do you say "Hello" in Japanese?

Kaga-sensei: Well, most of the time, | think peogdg "konnichiwa". Only, when you write it, you niugite
"konnichiha" and not "konnichiwa".

Alice: Is that so? Are there any other good expoess

Kaga-sensei: You should know this too. In the magneverybody says, "ohayou". But, please say,
"ohayou-gozaimsu" to a higher person.
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Alice: Ok, I got it. I'll try not to make that meste. That was very informative!

Example 2
EN B TURE HOBREENTELL?
TR fa?

FN: BEOEEBEEHA THLLEVALITES, LERAHNIE, HX TN AN ?
[z TH5U =0V = receiving favor + to wanif=L\)

TIR: Z?HFEFEEMETLHD?

EN SATAVATERZLTHEZWVEEE S TR, EEETIOELIZFE, BEMELT -
[LTHT=LVgER ST = to try something ouf~T#H %) + want to(7=L\) + 7 gobi + quoted subquote + te-form
of B>

[4725&L1=1 = volitional of {7< + to attempt( &9 %)

TR F55D 2?2 L\ E, WA TIZELLWD ?
N LWDOTEHLLE,

FUR: Lo, FBAOKREBISFES?

EN DAL, BYHMES !

FUR: fgEE =Y. Eamh-o7=U. LT,
[BFf=YskiEh 1=y LALVT] = List of actions(~7=Y 9 %) + negative request 6 5.

FEN T FARIELENEK !

Literal trangdlation of Example 2

Yousuke: Oh! It's Alice. Hey, is it ok to ask a gtien?

Alice: What?

Yousuke: | want to receive the favor of you teaghmglish and if, by any chance, you have timel, yau give the
favor of teaching?

Alice: Huh? You are going to study English?

Yousuke: Yeah, | was thinking that | want to trydting abroad in America. | tried to make motiowand going last
year too but, without money

Alice: Is that so? It's good. When do you want mé&tch you?

Yousuke: Anytime is good.

Alice: Then what about from next week Thursday?

Yousuke: Yeah, ok. Thanks!

Alice: Don't do things like shirk on your studiesrmt come, ok?

Yousuke: | won't do anything like that!

| nterpretative translation of Example 2

Yousuke: Oh! It's Alice. Hey, can | ask you a qims?

Alice: What up?

Yousuke: | want to learn English so if you havedjman you teach me?
Alice: Huh? You're going to study English?

Yousuke: Yeah, | was thinking about studying abrime8lmerica. | tried going last year too but | didmave the
money.

Alice: Really? No problem. When do you want medacdh you?

Yousuke: Anytime is fine.

Alice: What about from next week Thursday then?

Yousuke: OK, thanks!

Alice: You're not going to shirk on your studiesnmt come or anything right?

Yousuke: | won't do anything like that!
e S
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Ahh, the gritty bits!

Special Expressions

I have decided to call this next section "SpecigrEssions" only because with the exception ofitisefew lessons,
most of the grammar here applies to more speaifiasathan the grammar we have covered so far. Hpesdal
expressions, while individually not vital, are,aasollection, necessary for regular everyday caat@ns. We are
slowly entering the stage where we've built théldoo and we now need to acquire the little tookt thill make the
toolbox complete. Now that we covered most of thedh it is time to look at all the little itty gwtbits. You are
welcome to skip around the lessons, however; taeples will assume that you have gone over alliptsy
sections.

Lessons covered in this section

e Causative and Passive VeriBhe last major type of verb conjugation, westiin how to
create passive, causative, and the common caugabsive combination.

e Honorific and Humble FormsLearn even politer expressions with honorificl dsumble
forms.

e Things that happen unintentionaty.earn how to express things that happen by aatid
e Special expressions with generic nodi®me special expressions usiinge | andl &Z
A].

e Expressing various levels of certaintyarious ways to express different levels of
certainty.

e Expressing amountsDifferent ways to express amounts.

Various ways to express similarity and hears¥@arious ways to express things that you
heard.

e Various uses of5 andd&4 - Various ways to use’s | andl &4 | especially for
comparisons.

e Saying something is easy or difficult to dbJseful ways to conjugate verbs to mean that it's
easy or hard to do.

e More negative verbsSome less common but nonetheless useful nedaties of verbs.
e Hypothesizing and Concludingexpress hypothetical situations and reach canmhs
based on certain data.

e Expressing time-specific actiord/arious grammar that describes the time-frameatar of
frequency of verbs.

e Leaving something the way it 4How to express not making changes to a state.

SOME RIEHTE RESERVED
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Cause to be Passive

Outline

Causative and Passive Verbs
Causative Verbs

Passive Verbs

Using passive form to show politenes
Causative-Passive Forms

[v2)

arONE

Causative and Passive Verbs

We will now learn the last two major types of vexdnjugations: causative and passive forms. Whéeetlare many
reason to put this in the Essential Grammar sectibave decided to put it as the first lessorhadf section because:
1) The essential grammar section was getting réédly2) Causative and passive forms are not agraony used as
other verb forms. These two verb conjugations i@ditionally covered together because of the notsri
causative-passive combination. We will now go ovkat all these things are and how they are used.

Causative Verbs

Verbs conjugated into the causative form are useddicate an action that someone makes happee.Calptain
Picard so succinctly puts it, the causative verbmsdo "make it so". This verb is usually usechim ¢context of
making somebody do something. The really confuliity about the causative verb is that it can aisan tdet
someone do something. Or maybe this is a diffayg@ of verb with the exact same conjugation rifékichever
the case may be, a verb in the causative form eanraither making or letting someone do sometfihg.only
good news is that when the causative form is us#dhds (¥4 | andl<tL5 |, it almost always means to "let
someone do". Once you get used to it, surprisinghgcomes quite clear which meaning is being wdeeh.

(1) &EEASHET-, - Made/Let(someone) eat it all.
(2) &EpE~~=tE TNz, - Let(someone) eat it all.

Causative Conjugation Rules
Here are the conjugation rules for the causative fé\ll causative verbs become ru-verbs.

e ru-verbs - Remove thé %] and add &4 1.

e u-verbs - Change the last character as you wouldhfayative verbsut attacH % |
instead off 220V .

e Exception Verbs- 4% ] becomed &5 | andl<% ] becomed Z&t 5.

Sample ru-verbs Sample u-verbs Exception Verbs
Plain | Causative Plain | Causative | B—<% RA—74F (Caus.) Positive | Causative
BRD | BREHED &9 | ESt4 | hanas hanasseru 95 )
EBLH | BSED F< | BAneED kiku kikaseru <3 ZSE3
gL% | BLsE% K< | kAESH | oyogl oyogaseru
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B5 | BsEd S | HEIEES | asow asolmseru

=L | EBESED 2 | =45 | mau matseru

o | HESED RT | REEDH | nomu nomaseru

#wirs  #ircses Ed | Ebt®4d | naou naomseru

BTs | BTsEd B | BBIEESH | shinu shimaseru

AL | BARSED B2 | EhED kau kawaseru
Examples

Here are some examples using the causative vertteawill usually tell you which is being meanttior our
purposes we will assume that when the verb is withdl % (7% 1 andl<f1% | ({F=&LV) it means "tdet someone
do" while it means, "tanake someone do" when used without it.

(1) ZENFEIZEBEE-(SASET,
- Teacher made students do lots of homework.

(2) FAEMNBEMBZKSAENE TNT,
- Teacher let [someone] ask lots of questions.

(3) SHIEFHFZEARFE TS,
- Please let me rest from work today. (Please &etake the day off today.)

(4) ZOERIF. KEFFFEENE D,
- That manager often make [people] work long hours.

When asking for permission to let someone do somgtit is more common to use the- THLML Y] grammar

(1) FLIZTMETINET D,
- Can you let me go to the bathroom? (Sounds liggsoner, even in English)

(2) RUIZITOTELLTE D,
- Is it ok to go to the bathroom? (No problem here)

A Shorter Alternative

There is a shorter version of the causative comjoigawhich | will go over for completeness. Howevance this
version is mostly used in very rough slang, youfege to skip this section until you've had timey&t used to the
regular form. Also, textbooks usually don't cova@stversion of the causative verb.

The key difference in this version is that all \@decome an u-verbs with @ | ending. Therefore, the resulting
verb would conjugate just like any other u-verbiegdn '3™] such ad 559 | or [$59 1. The first part of the
conjugation is the same as the original causatiuva.fHowever, for ru-verbs, instead of attachidgt5 1, you
attachl &9 ] and for u-verbs, you attadty” | instead of &4 J. As a result, all the verbs become an u-verb endin

in 4.

Shortened Causative Form

e This form is rarely used so you may just want tcksivith the more traditional version of
the causative form.
o ru-verbs - Remove thé % | and add &9"1.
» ) BRS -5 BRET

o u-verbs- Change the last character as you wouldhfayative verbbut attacH 3 |
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instead off ZxLV].
w f5) 17< - TH - ThT
o Exception Verbs- 9% ] becomed &9 ] andl<5] becomed Z&7J.

Examples

(1) RCIEZMEILEHT !
- Don't make me say the same thing again and again!

(2) BEZEVNTLWBARELL, BANEASL T &K,
- I'm hungry so let me eat something.

Passive Verbs

Passive verbs are verbs that are done to the ygassibject. Unlike English style of writing whidmscourages the
use of the passive form, passive verbs in Japaresaften used in essays and articles.

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Passive Conjugation Rules :
For once, the conjugations rules are same for hoeterbs and u-verbs. All passive verbs become :
ru-verbs. '

e ru-verbs and u-verbs- Change the last character from an / u / vowehddo an/ a /

vowel sound and addiL3 J.
e Exception Verbs- 94 %1 becomed &3] andl<%] becomed ZHn 3 ].

...........................................................................................................

Sample ru-verbs Sample u-verbs Exception Verbs
Plain Passive Plain | Passive | A—<% | A—<Y= (Pass.) Positive | Passive
BRS | BRohd 9 | FEShd | hanas hanasreru 5 | ahd
ED | AonD F< (B nsd | kiku kikareru <% |Ibhbd
f§L% ELohd K< | EkAINS | oyogu oyogareru
B | Bond S | HEENS | asol asolareru
gED | EEond &Fo | =D | mau matreru
Ha | Hond ]RT | k=D | nomu nomareru
#irs | #irond Ed | Ebfd | naou naomreru
BT BTonhd s | BBAED | shinu shimareru
AL | BRSNS B> BEbhnd kau kawareru
Examples

(1) RUOHEMIEALNT!
- The porridge was eaten by somebody!
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(2) HARICEREEEDNET,
- | am told by everybody that [I'm] strange.

() KDRESHEEADDIE, FA[RefzEEH NS,
- Exceeding the speed of light is thought to bedsgible.

(4) COHBBERFBLDANEGEENTID,
- This textbook is being read by a large numbeyexiple.

(5) SEIANICERZE MMM, BEADNGEMN DT,
- | was asked a question by a foreigner but | agtishswer.

(6) CONYTr—VICIE, HoBHLDNEENTLD,
- Everything is included in this package.

Using passive form to show politeness

While we will go over various types of grammar teapress a politeness level above the normal -rohesu forms

in the next lesson, it is useful to know that ugdagsive form is another more polite way to expegsaction. In
Japanese, a sentence is usually more polite whetels direct. For example, it is more politedfer to someone by
his or her name and not by the direct pronoun "ytiu$ also more polite to ask a negative questi@am a positive
one. (For exampld,LEF M ? J vs.T LEEAMH ? 1) In a similar sense, using the passive form mékesentence
less direct because the subject does not direetfppn the action. This makes it sound more politere is the same
sentence in increasing degrees of politeness.

(1) ¥59 % ?-What will you do? (lit: How do?)

(2) ESLFTH? - Regular polite.

(8) &S FE9 H ?- Passive polite.

(4) ES57pELvET H ? - Honorific (to be covered next lesson)

(5) &ES%ELET TLLIM ?- Honorific + a lesser degree of certainty.

Notice how the same sentence grows longer and tasygou get more and more indir

Examples

(1) Lo—hEEISNnFEITMN?
- What about your receipt? (lit: How will you docespt?)

(2) BBHOEEICITHMNDATEIMN?
- Are you going to tomorrow's meeting?

Causative-Passive Forms

The causative-passive form is simply the combimatibcausative and passive conjugations to medrittbaction
of making someone do something was done to thabpeiT his would effectively translate into, "[somebis made
to do [something]". The important thing to rememisethe order of conjugation. The verb is first gmated to the
causative and then passive, never the other waydro

' Causative-Passive Conjugation Form :
e The causative-passive verb is formed by first cgafing to the causative form and then by
; conjugating the result to the passive form. ;
; ffl) BRE > BREHEHS > BRIELND |
; f5l) 17< >IN ESE - ThtEond ;
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Examples

(1) BACHRIIBARI=KEho=DIZ, B SE LN,
- Despite not wanting to eat breakfastds made to edt.

(2) BATE. BBEEREEONHIENELY,
- In Japan, the event bking made to drinis numerous.

(8) HULWDIZZHMEEEF-E oI,
- I was made to waR hours by that guy.

(4) BlBABEEZSELND,
- | am made to do homewoeveryday by my parent(s).

A Shorter Alternative

Going along with the shorter causative alternatpog, can also use the same conjugation for theatisespassive
form. I won't cover it in too much detail becaule tisefulness of this form is rather limited juist the shorter
causative form itself. The idea is to simply udeel $hortened causative form instead of using ttpel@e causative
conjugation. The rest is the same as before.

Shortened causative-passive form examples

e First conjugate to the shortened causative fornrenTdonjugate to the passive form.
) 17< - TN > THhT - Thend
) 3> —>3f-—>if=9 > iAfEnd

This form cannot be used in cases where the shzatevative form ends &9 J, in other words, you can't have a

r&&n 41 ending.

Verbs that cannot be used in this form

e Examples of verbs yotan'tuse in this form.
B) BRE - BAST S RSEEhE
R) BT - ECT - Ee=RE

Examples

(1) BEMNBRTICIZ SN,
- The studentvas made to starid the hall.

(2) BATIE. BBEZHRESNLIENSLY,
- In Japan, the event bking made to drinis numerous.

(3) HWWDIZZHEBFFI=EMT=,
- | was made to waR hours by that guy.
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| am humbled, your honor

Outline

Honorific and Humble Forms

Set Expressions

Other Substitutions

Honorific and Humble Conjugations
Making honorific requests

aprwdRE

Honorific and Humble Forms

Japanese can be roughly separated into three levptditeness: casual, polite, and honorific/hueni8o far, we

have already gone over the polite forms udingG39 | andl ~Z 9" J. We will now cover the next level of politeness
using honorific and humble forms. You will oftendnehis type of language in any customer/consuyper t

situations such as fast food counters, restauratasi-or now, the first thing to remember is tiat speaker always
considers himself/herself to be at the lowest leSelany actions performed by oneself are in huridste while
actions performed by anyone else seen from the ofahe speaker uses the honorific form.

Set Expressions

The difficult part of learning honorific and humbBnguage is that there are a number of wordshidned separate
verbs for honorific and humble forms. Anything tdaes not have it's own special expression falkutite general
rules of humble and honorific conjugations thatwitk cover next.

Honorific and Humble Verbs

Plain Honorific Humble
EXS) ANXS) By
1< WooLed / HLTIZAS 2%
X5 | LooLed/ BLTICHS 2%
W5 WooLvd  BLTIZES £
85 CEBIThb BERID
Ei< — A5
Ep) Ho2Lvd By BHLEIFS
HIT5 - EZLLEIFR
b T% —
55 - L=<
BR% BLEMNS —
MoTULVS CHEH(TY) #L%
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Honorific verbs with special conjugations
A number of these verlmo not follow the normal masu-conjugation rules el includel &5 1, L 5oL
51 [BoL05d]. [TE5]. andl Z& 3] (which we will soon cover). For all masu-form teaof these verbs,
instead of thé % | becoming d Y | as it does with normal u-verbs, it instead becoamds.\ J. All other
conjugations besides the masu-form do not charge fegular u-verbs.
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F 9 -conjugations

Plain F9-form Past£9-form | Negative £9-form | Past-negative® 3 -form
AN HEVET FSLVELE BEWERA HELFERATLE:
LooLwd | LooLeET | LooLelELRE | LosLeEFA | LboLe W ERATLE
BoLed | BoLelFET | HolelFELE | BoLeLFEA | BoLeWWFEEATLE
) TEWET TeLFELE TELWFEEA TELWFEEATLE:
X% ZENET ZEVELE ZEFEEA ZEFERATLE

Examples of honorific form
We can now begin to see tHatf=&L ] is just a special conjugation bff &4 J which is the honorific version dK
N5 ]. Let's look at some actual examples. Since themmgles are all questions directed directly to sumee

(second person), they all use the honorific form.

(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)

TUREA, BB L ENYELI=H, - Alice-san, did [you] eat already?
TETAZELESTLHATI A, - What are you doing at work?
HEKREZEWNTLZEHATT D, - You're going to give me the favor of writing a&oenmendation letter?
EbohblysoLwlvELZAY, - Where did you come from?
FHIE. EboALHoLeLVET A, - Where are you going today?

Examples of humble form
The following examples are all actions done bygheaker so they all use the humble form.
(1) FAIEFLEHLET, - As for me, [people] say Kim. (I am called Kim.)
(2) FDZEWLR—FERTULV=/Z17ET D, - Will | be able to receive the favor of getting meport looked

at?

(8) %&#LELZFE9, - Excuse me. (lit: 1 am doing a discourtesy.)

Other substitutions

In addition to these set expressions, there are seonds that also have more polite counterpartshdhiy the most
important is the politer version 6% % 1, which isT &% J. This verb can be used for both inanimate and at@m
objects. It is neither honorific nor humble buisita step above$ % 1 in politeness. However, unless you want to
sound like a samurdi, =X 5 ] is always used in the polite formZ XL VEF J.

By extension, the politer version bicd" | is[TZTELVET J. This is essentially the masu-form conjugatioh GZ
&%, which comes fronh ©# % | literally meaning, "to exist as" (to be coveradch late).

Examples

(1A)
(1B)

(2A)
(2B)

ZHBIE. FADERRE T, - Over here is my room.

ZHELIE RDEBETIELVET, - This way is my room.

BFEWNIZODEILDOZREIZHYET , - The bathroom is in the second floor of this binidd
EFEWNEIZODEILDZREIZTELVET , - The bathroom is in the second floor of this binigd

Other examples include, LY |, which is more formally expressedlfasALUY]1. There are also six different ways to
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say, "I'm sorry" (not countin§Z&( 43 ] or slight inflection changes liKeg L EH A D).

Successively politer expressions for apologizing:

(1) T®HA.

(2) THALELY,

(3) §HFEEA,

(4) BLBRHBYFELA. (BLER is the humble form oE L iR)
(5) BhAYES,

(6) BHETT

In addition, the politest suffix for nameslitk |, one level abovéEA J. You won't be using this suffix too often in
actual speech even if you speak to that personmofific’/humble speech. However, expect to usehmvwriting
letters even to people you are somewhat familitin.vAlso, service people such as cashiers or vesegwaiters will
normally refer to the customer B& %4k J. Of course, royalty and deities are always accaonggbbyl 41 such as

Mt

Honorific and Humble Conjugations

For all other verbs without set expressions, tlaeeeconjugation rules to change them into honoaifid humble
forms. They both involve a common practice of dtiag a polite prefiX {&l 1. In Japanese, there is an practice of
attaching an honorific prefikf#l | to certain (not all) nouns to show politenesdalit, some words liké&i&El. [H
% 1. or [ | come with this prefix so often that it's becomagpically the word itself. In generdlf]l ] is written
in hiragana as eithéiZ | for words read ag &t (fl: ZER. Z8k) or[#1 for words read aflligt#4 (l: &

% . $13F). In fact, you may have been using this prefixadsewithout realizing it likd $1F#&#EE ] or TE L

EE 1. There are some exceptions to this rule sudi#& = |. Luckily sincel {#1] is rarely written in kanji,
identifying the exceptions should not really berabem.

Honorific Form
The honorific form of verbthat are not among the set honorific expressiomsmiabovecan be formed in two
different ways.

Honorific Conjugation 1: & + stem +IZ + 3%

This kind of makes sense if you think of it as aspa becoming the honorific state of a verb. Absequent
conjugations follow the normal rules of conjugatthg u-verti 74 J. To be honest, this type of sentence
formulation is rarely used.

(1) EXEIEHERAIZEYET D, - Have you seen the teacher?
Honorific Conjugation 2: § + stem +T9"

(2) £58IFYTI h, - You're going home already?

(8) BATHALLMNYTT A, - Will you be dining in?

Service people want to be extra polite so they eftitn use this type of "double honorific" conjugator — E#{ &
(in this case, the honorificd L _£ A% ] combined with the honorific conjugation). Whetitar necessary or
grammatically proper is another story.

Using /<720 / with honorifics
You can also usET &L\ with a honorific verb by replacing 2754 | with I<fZ&L\]. This is useful for when you
want to ask somebody to do something but stillausenorific verb.

Yet another often-used expression.
(1) DREFLIZELY, - Please wait a moment.

—Ee

Similarly, with T Z&[Z7454 |, you simply replacé|Z754 | with [<FZELN ).
(2) TBBIZTETELY, - Please look this way.

This works for other nouns as well. For examplding the trains...
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(8) BAZEART7IZTFE TS, - Please be careful of the closing doors.

Humble Form
Humble verbs are formed in the following fashion.

Humble Conjugation: & + stem +9°%
You've probably already heard the first example yrtanes before but now you know exactly where ines from.

(1) KALLEBFELLET , - | properly make request.

(2) FHE.BEZELEVLIENHYET S, - Teacher, there's something | want to ask you.
(3) THFERBA. BEF-ELELI, - Sorry, | made you wait (causative form).

(4) FEMBHETENYLVZLET - We'll be holding on [from?] your 1000 yen.

You'll hear something like exampl@) when, for example, you need to get change aftgnga 000 yen. Again, the
ZE#EE wherel 9% ] has been converted to the humkEg9™ | form when it's already in th&+stem+~3
humble form. Some Japanese people complain theairthkes no sense and that | should really bé % J.

Making honorific requests

We learned how to make polite requests usingK7=EL V] in this previous sectioand we just looked at how to use
honorific verbs with requests as well. Howeverréhs yet another way to make requests using hfimogrbs. This
grammar only applies to the honorific verbs witkeaipl T ~Z 9 | conjugations that we just covered. This includes
&1 TLsoLwd), 5], andlB-oL»5]. I've never actually seen this used Wit oL +5 |, but it is
grammatically possible.

...........................................................................................................

Making requests for honorific actions

e Conjugate the honorific verb to the special masujugation and replace the Idst | with
Ryl
ffl) TEH > FEWEF > FEWVFEE
ffil) Looled — LooLehvET - LiooLelhvEE

¢ An abbreviated and less formal version of thi®isimply remove théZE 9" ] after
conjugating to special the masu-form
ffl) T&H > FELET - TFTEW
fB) LBoLp% — LBoLpLVET — LisoLely

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Now you finally know where grammar suchl L7 &0y ] andl LTL/=E00 ] actually came from. Let's look at a few
quick examples.

Examples
You'll probably hear this one a million times evéirge you enter some kind of store in Japan.
(1) LysoLelvEE, - Please come in!

However, a middle-aged sushi chef will probably teeabbreviated version.
(2) LvsoLely! - Please come in!

Some more examples...
() HYMESTEWVELz, F=HBMLLZEL EH, - Thank you very much. Please come again.
(4) E5%F.ZWoKYLEELVEE, - Please take your time and relax.
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Oops! | screwed up.

Outline

. Unintended Actions

. Usingl LES | with other verbs

. Using the casual version b~ TLFES |
. Another meaning of LES |

A OWN P

Unintended Actions

This is the first of many useful tools that willdmne essential in your day-to-day conversationswillenow learn
how to express an action that has taken placeentinhally often with unsatisfactory results. Tiagprimarily done
by the vertf LE 3 . Let's look at an example.

BN BEEE-o71=?- Did you do homework?
T7')R: LZE>7=!-0hno! (I screwed up!)

Using [L¥5] with other verbs

Whenl LZES ] is used in this sense, it is normal to attach thete-formof another verb to express an action that is
done or happened unintentionally. As is common itk type of grammar, the tense is decided byehse offl LE
3.

(1) ZDH5—F%E£EHEATLE-T=, - Oops, | ate that whole cake.

(2) BAT—FZEBAT.2¥0A>TLEWELT, - | ate cake everyday and | (unintentionally) gdiheo
kilograms.

() BRALBARLEE, EHTLEVWET K, - If you don't eat properly, you'll (unintentionglllost weight you
know.

(4) #£B. BHEIEFESE TLEST=, - Inthe end, | (unintentionally) made [someonekdmething distasteful.
(5) T®A.F-FTLEST! - Sorry about (unintentionally) making you wait!

(6) £HEMNESILATLESTz, - The goldfish died already (oops).

If you want to see many more examples, looK UEE> ] on WWWJDIC and click the [EX] link. There are ovE0
examples with translations for you to enjoy.

Using the casual version of [~TL %5

In casual speech, the~ TLES | is often substituted by~%+5] while T~TLES ] is substituted byC+3 ].
Both~% 45| andl ~ L4351 conjugate just like regular u-verbs.

(1) £ANESFEAL©ST=, - The goldfish died already.

(2) £59F2H0->TLWN?-Is it OK if | went home already?

() HATE, EoMToLE» D=k, - Everybody went off somewhere.
(4) #AFAHELLG2E 05 &, - Il gradually become late, you know.

There is yet another very colloquial versiorl of TLZE | andl ~ TLZES ] where it is replaced by~5%3 ] and
[~LC#%E3 ] respectively. Unlike, the cutér~545 | andl ~ L3 slang, this version conjures a image of rough
and course middle-aged man.

(1) FEBZLEE->7=&, - Darn, I'm late again.

(2) THA.DWLERIEMFALZEST-, - Sorry, | just ended up calling you unconsciously.
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Another meaning of L9

If you look uplLE3 1, the edict dictionary will say:

£585 [LZES] (v5u) (uk) to finish; to close; to do somethingmqaletely; to put away; to put an end to;

You may want to consider this a totally separat® om thel LE> 1 we have covered so far. Occasionally but not
usually,lf LZES1 will have this meaning rather than the unintenaetibn.

(1) BEZEDOO>TLELVESELY, - Finish your homework completely.
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Generic Nouns

Outline

. Special Expressions with Generic Nouns
. Usingl Z¢& ] to say whether something has happened
. Usingl &Z %] as an abstract place
. Usingl£®M | as a casual feminine way to emphasize

A OWN P

Special Expressions with Generic Nouns

We've already learned how to use generic nounsdierd¢o modify nounsere Now we will go over some special
expression used with generic nouns.

Using [Z¢] to say whether something has happened

When you combinéZ & |, the generic word for an event witdh 4 1, you can talk about whether an event exists or
not.

Examples

(1) MRLT.EBEIH_EEH5.
- There are times when | do homework while stayipall night.

(2) —ATILZEEEHYEE A
- I never go by myself.

Using the past tense of the verb with |, you can talk about whether an event has eventpkee. This is
essentially the only way you can say "have dondaipanese so this is a very useful expressionnged to use this
grammar any time you want to talk about whetheresmme has ever done something.

Examples

(1) /A2 &EHYET D,
- Have you ever gone to Paris?

(2) BFREEATZCENH D,
- I've had sushi before.

(3) BRDREZEH-_LTLD?
- You've never seen a Japanese movie?

(4) F—OYNIZIT2=EMNBH =BV,
- It would be nice if | ever go to Europe.

(5) EIVIDFER=ZEMEh T,
- | had never seen anything like that.

(6) —EiT->=2&BENATY,
- I've never gone, not even once.
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Using £Z4] as an abstract place

&A1 (Fr) is usually used to indicate a generic physicadtion. However, it can also hold a much broader
meaning ranging from a characteristic to a pladnie.

Examples

(1) BLETREIL, §H&I3ELNETHTEL,
- Come quickly. We're at the good part of the movie

(2) EIE.BLLEIAEHSL,
- His personality has some gentle parts too.

(3) SEBENESLEIATY,
- Class has ended just now.

(4) InhifT{thTlL=,
- | was just about to go from now.

Using [H ™| as a casual feminine way to emphasize

The generic object nodr M | can be used as a casual and feminine waynpfhasizing somethin@his is identical
to the explanatory feminine emphasis expressetidly® | particle. Just like the explanatdrg) | particle, thef @) |
is often changed intbAs | resulting inf A, 1. Usingl £A,] sounds very feminine and a little cheeky (in a&auay).

Examples

(BRI ESLTIHM>f=D ?- Why didn't (you) come?

(1) BEMLHT=0, - | had class. (feminine explanatory)

(2) BEMNH>T=HD, -1 had class. (feminine explanatory)

(8) EBEMAH-T-H A, -1 had class, so there. (feminine explanatory)

SOME RIGHTS RESERVED

This work is licensed underGreative Commons License
Copyright © 2003-2007 Tae Kim (taekim.japanese AT booan)
Report a correction or suggestion for this page

This page has last been revised on 2004/12/16

167 of 237 2007/11/05 20:2



Tae Kim's Japanese guide to learning Japanese gramm file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/Administr&bE3%83%8.

It's definitely kind of true for sure maybe...

Outline

. Expressing different degrees of certainty

. UsingA$ LN 4L ] to express uncertainty

. Usingl TL &3] to express a fair amount of certainty (polite)
. Usingl TL &3 andl 72575 ] to express a strong amount of certainty (casua
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)

Expressing different degrees of certainty

In general, Japanese people don't assert thems#lsemething unless they are absolutely sureitimtorrect. This
accounts for the incredibly frequent usd of &5 1 and the various grammatical expressions useddess
specific levels of certainty. We will go over theseressions starting from the less certain tarbst certain.

Using 7> LA720 Y| to express uncertainty

[AELNAELYV] is used to mean "maybe” or "possibly" and is tssain than the wori% 43 J. It attaches to the end
of a complete clause. For noun and na-adjectivéseks the declarativeg= | must be removed. It can also be written
in kanji asl M™HE11%:0 | and you can treat it the same as a negative hutieere is no positive equivalent) so the
masu-form would beconeh LN FEH A . In casual speech, it can be abbreviated td'jiist, 1. There is also a
very masculine versiohht L4 A 1, which is simply a different type of negative vedvered here

Expressing uncertainty with A& Lt7ARLy]

e Simply attacH M™ELAELY | or TAEEIHL7ZELN ] to the clause
f5l) BREZRE=-NELAZEN
f5l) WIFFEEMELNELY
f5l) FhlEFmaumntinin

¢ Noun and na-adjective clauses must use the declarativiefz |
f5l) FEEMBLNGLD - ZEMELALGL
f5l) REEZMBLNAGL - BEMNMBLALGL

e It can be abbreviated to just % ] in casual speech
) mBLNbLRZEY > BRLMD

Examples

(1) RERSAFBEIZfToENELALEE A, - Smith-san may have gone to the cafeteria.
(2) MTHAEHDLIZGESMNELNZLA, - The game may become canceled by rain, huh?
(3) ComEE—ER=CEHSME ! - 1 might have already seen this movie once.

(4) HEIHR LR RAEHNELALELY, - That might be Yoyogi park over there.

(5) B 3EIFSNLENNELNAZE, - Might not be able to escape anymore, you know.

Using CLXY] to express a fair amount of certainty (polite)

GL &S] is used to express a level of some certainty suetbse in meaning 0% 43 1. Just likel ~T¥ ./ ~F
91, it must come at the end of a complete sentehdeels not have any other conjugations. You camraislace
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[~T9 H ] with T~TL&SH ] to make the question sound slightly more polité lss assuming by adding a slight
level of uncertainty.

Examples

(1) BAB+HMTL LI, - Probably rain tomorrow too.

(2) Hlaf=lE. FESATLEID, - Are (you) student?

(3) INMBEIANTLATLLEID ?- Where (are you) going from here?

If you want to sound really, really polite, you caven add ~ TL &35 to the end of &~FE 9 ending.
(4) KFEETUWEFET TLLIN, - May | receive the favor of resting, possibly?

Using (CLXx9] and 72549 to express strong amount of certainty (casual)

The casual equivalent 6fCL &3] is surprisingly enoughTL &2 1. However, when you are speaking in a polite
manner, thd TL &S is enunciated flatly while in casual speech, & haising intonation and can be shortened to
IGL&J. In addition, since people tend to be more asaeimi casual situations, the casual version hasehm
stronger flavor often sounding more like, "Se@|dltyou so!"

Examples
(1) »o!'EZILL%S5 ! - Ah! We're going to be late!
(2) 2o, BEIAEL->TE >z TL LD ! - That's why | told you there was no time!

(3) INMBEBANIZFTCATLEL, - You're going to eat from now aren't you?
(4) fzof=?-Sowhatif | am?

(5) #EB&. FIE->T<NBHTL LS, - You're going to help me clean, right?
(6) Z?%5%E®M ?-Huh? Is that so?

[7=%A51 means essentially the same thind &_ &5 | except that it sounds more masculine and is usedlyrby
males.

(A) P7YRILEZTE?- Where is Alice?

(B) £38TULV57-55, - Probably sleeping already.

(A) BIRIZI{FBAT-%A, - You're going home already, right?
(B) %&5&,- That's right.

!l' Ll !:||!-|LI:|!!:‘I! I
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Doesn't amount too much

Outline

Expressing various degrees of amounts
Indicating that's all there is usihg=(7 |

Usingl M ] as a formal version dff= (7 |
Indication that there's nothing else usitgh: |
Expressing the opposite bfZ (41 with T[EMY) |
Saying there's too much of something udingeE 5 |
Adding thel' % ] particle to express excessive amounts
Using[ (& | to express the extent of something
Using ~ & with adjectives to indicate an amount
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Expressing various degrees of amounts

This lesson will cover various expressions useekjress varioudegreef amounts. For example, sentences like,
"I only ate one", "That waall that was left", "Theregist old people here", or "l ateo much" all indicate whether
there's a lot or little of something. Most of thesg@ressions are made with particles and not asatpwords as you
see in English.

Indicating that's all there is using (7217

The particlel 7211 | is used to express that that's all there is.likésthe other particles we have already learnteid, i
directly attached to the end of whichever word thapplies to.

Examples

(1) YAZTE=IT,
- Just apple(s) (and nothing else).

(2) Th&En=IT,
—Just that and this (and nothing else).

When one of the major particles we covere®anticles Particles 2andParticles 3are also applied to a word, these
particles must come aftéf=17 J. In fact, the ordering of multiple particles udyatart from the most specific to the
most general.

(1) Enf=ITE BRGENTESLY,
- Just don't eat that. (Anything else is assumdibt@K).

(2) ZOHIEITETDOIEI ST,
- Didn't sing just this song.

() ZDANEZITHFEZS>TATL,
- That person was the only person | liked.

The same goes for double particles. AddiflT ] must come first.

(1) COBRFEHEIZIT T, 500 EAMEZ ALY,
- Cannot use 500 yen coin in just this vending rirech

With minor particles such dsh iz | or [E T, it is difficult to tell which should come firstVhen in doubt, try
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googling to see the level of popularity of each bamation. It turns out thdth 57+ ] is almost twice as popular as
[f21FHvi5 1 with a hit number of 90,000 vs. 50,000.

(1) IMRSADGTZITIZIE BREA KGN ST,
- A reply has not comi&om only Kobayashi-san (topic + target).

Unlike some particles, you can directly attd¢tilT | to verbs as well.

(1) EFEALAEDoEMD, INALIEFEALET,
- Since the preparations are done, from here wehpge to eat.

(2) CCIZBRIZEELLEFTHDNTIMN?
- Is it ok to just write [my] name here?

Using D% ] as a formal version of (7217 ]

A particle that is essentially identical both graativally and in meaning tof=[7 | is T & J. However, unlikd 7=

[+ 1, which is used in regular conversatioh®@# | is usually only used in a written context. It fsem used for
explaining policies, in manuals, and other thinfghat nature. This grammar really belongs in ttieamced section
since formal language has a different flavor amgktisom what we have seen so far. However, it i®d here
because it is essentially identicallt F 1. Just googling fof @ & J will quickly show the difference in the type of
language that is used witl® & | as opposed tbf= 17 J.

(1) COREHFFETHADHFEHNTY,
- This boarding ticket isnly valid on the date on which it was purchased.

(2) 7Uor—bRRIERZEDHTY,
- The targets of this survey avaly college students.

Indication that there's nothing else using L7>]

| carefully phrased the title of this section t@shthat! LAY 1 must be used to indicate tlaek of everything else. In
other words, the rest of the sentence must alwaysepative.

(1) ShLHZELY, - There's nothing but this.

The following is wrong.
(82) ShlL»$S. - (Wrong, wrong, wrong)

As you can sed,LA" ] has an embedded negative meaning whitd+ | doesn't have any particular nuance.
(1) Chi=IT R %, - See just this.

(2) =T Ry, - Don't see just this.

(3) LM BR%Ly, - Don't see anything else but this.

Examples
Let's see some example sentences.

(1) SHIICLLT.BHIGmLNEBRoNGEMoT,
- Today was busy and couldn't eat anything butkiesa

Notice that unlikel 217 1, it is necessary to finish off the sentence.
(&R £EES50 ?- You're buying everything?
(1) 55A.nf1TF, - Nah, just this.

(2) 35A.ZhLMEH%LY - Nah, won't buy anything else but this.
(82) 35A.ZhLh, - (Wrong, the sentence must explicitly indicate tiegative.)

While the major particles always come last, it tuonit thaf LA | must come afteriM 51 andl & T 1. A google
search of M5 LAY ] beatd LAH5 | by an overwhelming 60,000 to 600.
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(1) ZIUVRMLMIEEEDTAELY,
- | didn't receive anything except from Alice.

You can also use this grammar with verbs.

(1) ShhoARIRDLMEL !
- There's nothing to do but try our best!

(2) S5%of=ib. KT HLMEL,
- There no choice but to run away once it turnsligatthis.

(8) BIFEOTLEh L, ETHLAELK,
- It's rotten already so there's nothing to dothrdw it out.

[o&+/, an alternativeto /L7>/

[>Z+ ] is another version dfL A" that means essentially the same thing and workstlgxthe same way. Just
substitutel LA | with T>Z 4 | and you're good to go. This version is a bit ggearthan’ LAY in emphasis but it's
not used nearly as often so | wouldn't worry abibtdgo much. | briefly cover it here just in casguydo run into this
expression.

Examples

(1) SNIEES>E i !
- There's nothing but to buy this!

(2) TH75o1=b, £50%oF v/l !
- If things turn out like this, there nothing to dot to just do it!

Expressing the opposite of 7217 with [ZH0 ]

MEMY ] is used to express the condition where there’sisih of something to the point where there's ngtiise.
Notice this is fundamentally different fral LAY ] which expresseslack of everything else but the item in question.
In more casual situationklEA\Y | is usually pronouncedE->MmY | or justl o5 J. For example, let's say you
went to a party to find, much to your dismay, theole room filled with middle-aged women. You migiaty the
following.

(1) far=& ' BIEESA T YCRELA?
- What the? Isn't it nothing but obasan?

Or perhaps a little more girly:
(2) W, BIFZAIE>0Y,
- Eww. It's nothing but obasan.

Examples
Let's look at some more examples.

(1) REERFEEIT>NURATTE, hoIEL,
- Takashi-kun is reading nothing but comic bookde's so uncool.

It is quite common in casual speech to end midsestéke this. Noticé #: A, TT is the te-form of HtA TULVS |
with thel'L V] dropped. We assume that the conclusion will coomeesvhere later in the story.

(2) RIFFHEENYTY,
- He's nothing but mahjong. (He does nothing bay phahjong.)

(3) EEXLPALBESTONYTLED !
- You're hanging out with Naomi-chan all the tiraeen't you!
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(4) mEFREFFoNEK,
- Lately, it's nothing but work.

Saying there's too much of something using &3]

(4% %] is a regular ru-verb writtehi@Z % | meaning, "to exceed". However, much llke TIELL\] you can
modify the meaning of other verbs and adjectiveseW 9"Z % | is attached to the end of other verbs and
adjectives, it means that it is too much or thaes exceeded the normal levels. For verbs, you dwestly attach
[4-¥ %] to the stem of the verb. For example, to eat taolmwould becoméB X33 | and to drink too much
would becomd 8% &9 5 J. For adjectives, you just attach it to the endrajbu remove the last\ | from the
i-adjectives (as usual). One more rule is thabfuth negative verbs and adjectives, one must rerha/d, » | from
%20y ] and replace witlh& | before attaching 3= % J. There is no tense (past or non-past) associatbdthis

grammar. Sincéd ¥ % | is a regular ru-verb, use of this grammar resaltsregular ru-verb.

.....................................................................................................

Using I'"& % to indicate there's too much of something

1. For verbs, first change the verb to shemand attach 9 Z 5.
Bl) BRE->BRIED
Bl) Ke—->KY—->KYTED

2. For na-adjectives, simply attatd % % 1. For i-adjectives, remove the ldgt | first
before attachin§ 3 E 3.

) &> #{HTED

) KELN > KETED

3. For negative verbs and adjectives, replaceasté §\] from %Ly with X ] and then

attachl ¥ 3 |
) BREL - BRES 5 BREITES
) mALLL 5> BAG S mAKSTES

Note: I-adjectives that end iU ] which incorporate the negatiVé&(L> | such ad %o

T=WNVEU (R EELY) or TIEIFELY ) (FE T EELY) follow the third rule.
) o=V 5 Eo=0VEE S oLV dTE5
B FFED S BHEE S BITRSTES

Most regular i-adjectives such B&7zL V] or [y ] follow the regular rule (rule 2).
f5l) fElE - BT ES
f5l) Mg - DlgTEL

Examples

(1) EESARHENEF T, FE BT EL,
- Satou-san is good at cooking and | ate too mgelma

(2) BBEHEOHTELVEIIZREDITTH,
- Be careful to not drink too much, ok?

(3) KRETELMBISIUIICALIENE,
- It won't fit in the trunk cause it's too big, man

(4) #hTE5, EhbLhGNE,
- It's too quiet. It might be a trap, you know.

(5) BEIMNEYLESTET, A TEEM o1,
- Due to too much of a lack of time, | couldn'talwything.
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(6) WIZIF WEALO-LWVEETEDK,
- She is totally wasted on him (too good for him).

It is also common to chand& & % ] into itsstemand use it as a noun.

(AZA) HEBRDCE. ERARATELVE,
- Man, I don't remember anything about last night.

(BSA) ENIFEHTEFZK,
- That's drinking too much.

Adding the %] particle to express excessive amounts

When thel % | particle comes after some type of amount, it mélaasthe amount indicated is way too much. For
instance, let's look at the next example.

(1) FFA.BE=[ELLI=& !
- | called you like three times yesterday!

Notice that thel £ ] particle is attached to the amount "three tim&hfis sentence implies that the speaker called
even three times and still the person didn't pigckhe phone. We understand this to mean that thmes are a lot of
times to call someone.

(2) HEBOE=OIZ=EEEMEL=,
- | studied three whole hours for the exam.

(8) §F., +FO0LKoHpof!
- | gained 10 whole kilograms this year!

Using liZ& ] to express the extent of something

The nounl (& | (F8) is attached to a word in a sentence to expressxieat of something. It can modify nouns as
well as verbs as seen in the next example.

(1) SHOXKIFENIFEEEAL,
- Today's weather is not cold to that extent.

(2) BARREMNGENEEITLLY,
- Busy to the extent that there's no time to sleep.

When you use this with conditionals, you can expsgsnething that translates into English as, "Theergou
[verb], the more..." The grammar is always formethie following sequence: [conditional of verb]léaled
immediately by [same verb& ]

(1) BEHEBIIEANITIEASLZE, BULWLLES,
- About Korean food, the more you eat the tastibecomes.

The literal translation is, "About Korean foodydu eat, to the extent that you eat, it becomes.tashich
essentially means the same thing. The examplethisé& | conditional form but thel 7=5 | conditionalwill work
as well. Since this is a general statement, théegtual 725 | conditionalwill never work. The decide@
conditionalwon't work very well here either since it may atways be true depending on the extent of the mctio

(1) H=nHdFE #oTLELT=,
- The more | walked, the more | got lost.

(2) WEETNITTHELE BENKLGDEL
- The more you study, the more you will become s$emnar

You can also use this grammar with i-adjectivesising thel (X ] conditional.
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(1) iPod&. N—FTARIDBENRKEFTNIERENZEE2EKSADHMNRETEET,
- About iPod, the larger the hard disk capacitg, ittore songs you can save.

(2) MEHELTNIELZNEEDWDEIERSELY,
- It's not necessarily the case that the cheapdiidket, the better it is.

For na-adjectives, since you can't useltl#l conditional you have to resort to th&:i5 | conditional Because it
sounds strange to use g | conditional in this fashion, you will hardly eveee this grammar used with
na-adjectives. SincelX & | is treated as a noun, make sure you don't foogesél %% | to attach the noun to the
na-adjective.

(1) XER.EITNIEREWNEE, HELGSEHEZESLNTT,
- The shorter and simpler the sentences, the heiter

Using [~Z] with adjectives to indicate an amount

We will now learn how to adbi& | to adjectives to indicate an amount of that adjecFor example, we can attach
X to the adjective for "high" in order to get "heiyHnstead of looking at the height, we can evitachl =] to

the adjective for "low" to focus on the amount@ivhess as opposed to the amount of highness. tirtliace is
nothing to stop us from using this with any adjeetio indicate an amount of that adjective. Theltdsecomes a
regular noun indicating the amount of that adjextiv

...........................................................................................................

Adding I~&] to adjectives to indicate an amount

For i-adjectives: First remove the trailingL\ | from the i-adjective and then attalc$ |
; Bl) B> BEE ;
5 i) B — &S ;
; For na-adjectives Just attach & to the end of the na-adjective 5
; ) FEoH - oM ;

The result becomes a regular noun.

...........................................................................................................

Examples

(1) COELDESIFEMTIMN?
- What is the height of this building?

(2) ROBEOHFESEANMELEADE, [FHMIZLT,
- If you compare the level of sensitivity of heariof dogs to humans, it is far above.
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Like, | like anyone that looks like the likes of ya

Outline

Expressing likeness, similarity or hearsay

Expressing similarity witkk> (4%)

Usingl #7=L\ ] to say something looks like something els
Guessing at an outcome using 3.

Expressing hearsay usihegr 57 ]

Expressing hearsay or behavior usingis LU\ |

[>[ZL\]: Slang expression of similarity

[¢)

NooakrowdpE

Expressing likeness, similarity or hearsay

In Japanese there are many different ways to exgikeshess or similarity depending on appearanekatior, or
outcome. When learning these expressions for thetiine, it is difficult to understand what thdfdiences are
between them because they all translate to the #@angein English. This lesson is designed to stingydifferences
between these expressions so that you can stget tosense of which is appropriate for what yontw@a say.

Expressing similarity with X5 (k&)

We've already briefly gone ovég3 1 here We learned thdtk> 1 means an appearance or manner. We can use this
definition to say that something has an appearancganner of a certain state. This word can be irsethny ways

to express similarity. The simplest example is bgatly modifying the subordinate clause. Whenghatence ends

in T&31, you must explicitly express the state of beingbglingl 7=, I T3 |, or TCTELVET L.

(1) ZZIzIE. B+ ULVEL K57, - Looks like no one is here.
(2) BEZET=L5TT, - Looks like [he] watched the movie.

When directly modifying nouns or na-adjectives, youst use thé® | particle for nouns or attadis | to
na-adjectives.

(8) ZHEM&KST, - Looks like it's a student.

(4) CCIEFEAVELDTZ, - Looks like it's quiet.

Notice thai(3) does not say that the person lobks a studentRather, the explicit state of being states that t
person appears te a studentOn a side note, you can't S@L LU k57| to say that something looks tasty. This
is like saying, "This dish apparently is tasty,"igfhcan actually be kind of rude.

You can also use it as a ha-adjective to descdlbrething that appears to be something else.
(5) HDAFR-LSTMA LT, - Had a feeling like | saw that person before.
(6) MIEFEDLSTHRHELKTI 13, - He has a student-like atmosphere.

Finally, we can attach the target particle to $aygs like, "I heard it like that" or "l said ite...".
(7) B&2EROI=KIIZEITZ =, - Was able to hear it like (she) was a little mad.
(8) bR DEMdT=&L3IZE2f=, - Said (it) like nothing happened.

Using [ #A72\] to say something looks like something else

Another way to express similarity which is consetémore casual is by usihg*7=0\ J. Do not confuse this with the
[f=L)] conjugationof I &4 J. The main difference is that thig*7=L\ ] can be attached directly to nouns,
adjectives, and verbs just like particles whicldjeatives likel ~7=L\] obviously can't do. In additioh#+7=L\]
conjugates like a noun or na-adjective.
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Using I #&7=0L\ ] to say something looks like something else

Attachl &7=L\] to the noun that bears the resemblah&ef=L] conjugates like a noun

or na-adjective and not an i-adjective.

Conjugation Example withX |
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Positive

Negative

Non-Past

RHAHT=LY Looks like a dog

RAF=LCo7E

Doesn't look like a

dog

RHAF=LVN=> Looked like a

1=

dog

RAT=L\Coiimho

1=

Didn't look like a dog

Examples
(1) B35EYEINA7=L), - Looks like it's sold out already.
(2) HIRZEBETCWSEEHDE,. FEHT-LVTT, - Looking at the uniform-wearing figure, (persoadks like a
student.

The implied meaning here is the person wearingithiform is not really a student because he/she lookslike a
student. This is different frorfi3) of the previoud &3 1 section which implied that the person appearst(bit
might not be) a student. Again, we also can'tlggy ‘LU A 7=L\] to say that something looks tasty because it
implies that, in actuality, the food might not leegood. Similarly, you would never s 4oL L A 7=LV ] to say
that something looks cute.

Don't forget thaf #7=L\ ] does not conjugate like the~ 7L\ ] form or i-adjectives.
(2) COEHVEBHFABEEH-<EN?-
(3) ZOEHFIEHFHBEEHAT=LIC 7L ? - Doesn't this pizza looks like okonomiyaki?

(#71=L> conjugates like a na-adjective.)

Though you probably won't use it very often, heeeexamples of the past and past-negative.
(4) BRIEJEIZFT<HT=LM=>7=, - It looked like (we) were going to a coffee shop.
(5) MEEHZTNDAH=LLoiah-7=7? -t didn't look like (she) was going to tell teecret?

[#7f=L\] is really a grammar only used in conversationnbbuse it in essays, articles, anything that néedsund
authoritative. You can udek?3 | instead in the following fashion.

(6) £IFEYYTIND L57-, - It appears that it is sold-out already.
(7) COEVIEBIFABREDLSIZRZ S, - This pizza looks like okonomiyaki.

Guessing at an outcome using [~%9 ]

The problem with English is that the expressiorgetss like" has too many meanings. It can meanasiryilin
appearance, similarity in behavior or even thatentrevidence points to a likely outcome. We wdixnlearn how to

say the third meaning; how to indicate a likelyommhe given the situation.

Just like the grammar we have learned so far slésison, we can use this grammar by simply attgdhg > ] to the
end of verbs, and adjectives. However, there areifoportant different cases. Actually, | just roetil this but the
conjugation rules are exactly the same ad tha = % | grammamwe learned in the last section. The only diffeeenc

is that for the adjectiveL LY ], you need to change it tak& | before attachingZ 51 to creatd &K&Z31.
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3. TL LY must first be conjugated fak& |
4. For all negative tenses, the: ] must be replaced withes J.
5. This grammar does not work with plain nouns.

1. Verb must be changed to the stem.
For ru-verbs, remove tHe5 |

(1) NSUADBENT, —BRENESEo7=,
- Losing my balance, | seemed likely to fall fomament.

For u-verbs, change the / u / vowel sound to arvbivel sound
(2) ZOBYIZHYESI=IFENR,

- It seems likely that it would be around here but.

2. The /v /in i-adjectives must be dropped.

In the next example, tHe, ] has been dropped frohdSLyLLY J.

(1) COEBEFENLES!
- | bet this pickled vegetable is tasty! (This pezkvegetable looks good!)

Exception: The only exception to this rule is the adjectivel\ . When using this grammar wiflt LY |, you must
first change it td k& .

(2) ThHFEBLSTHETE . P FUBL K1,
- This one also seems to be good but, as expéatseekpensive, huh?

Nothing needs to be done for na-adjecti

(3) BHIGL. EBOEMNITEEI27,
- Knowing you, | bet you like blond-haired girls.

3. For all negative tenses, the /¢ / must be replaced with /.
The negative of 51 isTZ#:LY | so when used with~%5 |, it becomed ZHE%Z5 .

(1) £I108FITIEo =D, LS TIF4,
- Since it already became 10:00, it's likely th@réon) won't come.

(2) ShFEEOBRELLEETI,
- This isn't likely to be an ordinary match.

Identical to thd ~ 3 % | grammay i-adjectives that are derived from the negaliveZiL V] like [£27=L ALY or
M&(+74:Ly ] also follow this rule as well (which would bé>7=L VS5 ] andMEIT4E% 3] in this case).

4. Thisgrammar does not work with plain nouns.
(2) TOANFFEEZS,

There arether grammarsve have already covered that can be used to iredibat something is likely to be
something else.

(1) ZEDOANFEETLED,
- That person is probably student.

178 of 237 2007/11/05 20:2



Tae Kim's Japanese guide to learning Japanese gramm file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/Administr&bE3%83%8.

(2) ZDOANFFEE:=AD,
- That person is probably student.

Be careful never to udeh 1L Y] with this grammarl 4oLV %5 | is a completely different word used when you
feel sorry for something or someohé»4>L )L | means, "to look cute" already so you never neatséoany of the
grammar in this lesson to say something looks cute.

(1) SORXRIEMHLED,
- Oh, this poor dog.

(2) SOXIEMHLLY,
- This dog is cute.

Expressing hearsay using [~%577]

The reason that there are so many annoying rulasingl ~%3 ] is to distinguish it from this next grammar welwil
learn. This is a useful grammar for talking abtings you heard that doesn't necessary have agytiigio with

how you yourself, think or feel. Unlike the lasagimar we learned, you can simply attAé57= ] to verbs and
i-adjectives. For na-adjectives and nouns, you rimaitate the state of being by addirnt | to the
noun/na-adjective. Also, notice tHa& 3 | itself must always end /=1, 91, or [CTELVET . These
differences are what distinguishes this grammanfilee one we learned in the last section. Thera@atenses for
this grammar.

(1) BAB.MHEESZ57, - | hear that it's going to rain tomorrow.
(2) BHEWIZT>1z75T7,- | heard he went to meet everyday.

Don't forget to add 7= | for nouns or na-adjectives.
(8) X, EWET-ZF5TT, - hear that he is a high school student.

When starting the sentence with this grammar, ysoi meed to adflf= ] just like you do with 7=/ 5 |

(1) §B8.HHBIAKXILELO® ? - Is Tanaka-san not coming today?
(2) 7=£5T9,-So | hear.

Expressing hearsay or behavior using (~5L\Y]

['5LLY] can be directly attached to nouns, adjectivesedss to show that things appear to be a certajndua to
what you've heard. This is different frdm-Z57= |becausé ~%57% ] indicates something you heard about
specifically whilel 5L L] means things seem to be a certain way based o thimgs you heard about the subject.
M5LLV] conjugates like a normal i-adjective.

(A) §B.HFIAILIHELOD ? - Is Tanaka-san not coming today?
(B) Z#Ly5LLY, - Seems like it (based on what | heard).

(A) HDANIX{AZED ? - What is that person over there?
(B) EHLSADKRELLLVTT &L, - Seems to be Miyuki-san's friend (based on wihatard).

Another way to uséis LU\ ] is to indicate that a person seems to be a ceattimig due to his behavior.

(1) HOFIFFHSL ALY, - That child does not act like a child.

(2) RAGLLTBDBYE-=DIZ, KEEEFLTLE 7=, - Despite the fact that | planned to act like anlad
ended up making a big ruckus.

[V ]: Slang expression of similarity

A really casual way to express similarity is taaattl o[XL 1] to the word that reflects the resemblance. Becthise
is a very casual expression, you can use it aswataersion for all the different types of expiesdor similarity
covered above.

[ [ZL\] conjugates just like an i-adjective, as seen layrete (3) below.
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(1) HDAFBEHEEEA-IZL K43, - That person looks like a Korean person, huh?
(2) HABT, BEILEBERTLE-T=2IZ L &K, - It appears that everybody ate everything already.
(3) H{FITEARL-ZEL 1, - Kyouko is not womanly at all, huh?
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Compare and Contrast

Outline

Various uses of ] andl k3 |

Using[ 7 ] for comparisons

Usingl &Y | for comparisons

Using[l 75 ] to express a way to do something
UsinglIZ&> T to express dependency
Indicating a source of information usihtE &5 & |

osrLNE

Various uses of [ 5] and (k3]

If you were wondering how to make comparison inadegse, well wonder no more. We will learn how te U |
andl &) ] to make comparisons between two things. We wslb &arn other uses b%5 | andl &% | along the way.

Using (5] for comparisons

The nounl /7] is read a$ %> when it is used to mean a direction or orientatiboan also be read &#\f-=1 when
it is used as a politer versionloA |. But that's neither here nor there. When weli8g to mean direction, we can
use it for comparison by saying one way of thirggbetter, worse, etc., than the other way. Granoastj it works
just like any other regular nou

Examples

Use it with nouns by utilizing thed | particle.

(1) ZEROAMELILLY, - Rice is tastier. (lit: The way of rice is tasty.)

(2) #HARIADFHMELY, - Suzuki-san is younger. (lit: The way of Suzukyding.)

Grammatically, it's no different from a regular nou
(3) FHELHELVADLIWNK, - It's better to not be a student. (lit: The wayof being student is good.)
(4) FboAld, 5N AMNIFE, - Like quiet babies more. (lit: About babies, theeg way is desirable.)

The tricky part of making comparisons with verlhe use of tenses. For absolutely no reason, ngatine verbs
must always be past tense.

(5) BoKYBEAT=AIMEREIZLIWNEK, - It's better for your health to eat slowly.

(6) THELMLITOZAMNEREMN DT, - It was faster to go from this way.

The same thing doaw®t apply for negative verbs.
(7) RO R-LIRYa—23 FE VALK, - It's better not to watch "Matrix Revolution™.

The negative verb is only in the past tense whercgmparison is of something that happened in dgisé p
(8) FARIZERFIEM>T=AMEMoT=, - It was better not to have drunk that much.

Using (kY| for comparisons

You can think off &Y | as being the opposite b#5 J. It means, "rather than" or "as opposed to".thcites directly
to the back of any word. It is usually used in emagtion withl 75 | to say something like, "This way is better as
opposed to that way."

Examples
(1) EEXVEF,
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- Dango rather than flowers. (This is a very fampres/erb.)

(2) CEROAD. N EYBLLLY,
- Rice tastes better than bread. (lit: The rice i8agsty as opposed to bread.)

() FLZALYUMKRSADAIEL,
- Suzuki-san is younger than Kim-san. (lit: The wafysuzuki is young as opposed to Kim-san.)

For those curious about the meaning of the prowdahbgo is a sweet doughy treat usually sold aitvdst The
proverb is saying that people prefer this treavatching the flowers, referring to thé€ & 1 event where people go
out to see the cherry blossoms (and get smashkd)d@eper meaning of the proverb, like all good/grios, depends
on how you apply it.

Of course, there is no rule thakt) | must be used with’ 1. The other way of things can be gleaned from odnte
(#5K) #BLEIZITKOA S, - | don't like going to work everyday.
(RER) HEELLLVEYFELIEK, - It's not as bad as opposed to not having a job.

Words associated withk!) | do not need any tense. Notice in the followingeece that 8 X% | in front of l &
U1 is present tense even thoug&~ % | in front of [ 5 | is past tense.
(1) BPoRKYBEAZANRLEALKYLIWY, - Itis better to eat slowly as opposed to eatinigkdy.

Using /£ %/ as a superlative
You can also usk&kY | with question words such & |, [{a] ], or &€ Z | to make a superlative by comparing with
everything or everybody else. In this case, thaugftrequired, it is common to include th& | particle.

Examples

(1) BAROSKEZFMIYKRIZLTHET,
- We place value in product's quality over anythitep.

(2) CORFFHIVLESTEEY,

- Can do this job more quickly than anyone else.

Using (/7] to express a way to do something

You can also attachi’s ] to the stem of verbs to express a way to do tldt.\In this usagd, 7 | is read a$ H 7= |
and the result becomes a noun. For exam@fes 75 | (LVEHVF=) means, "the way to go" 6B | (F=~_Hvf=)
means, "the way to eat". This expression is prgbablat you want to use when you want to ask hodato
something.

Examples

(1) FBEOITEHEIHYETH,
- Do you know the way to go to Shinjuku?

(2) ZIVDIEAAIKRIZELG L,
- Eating in that way is not good for your body.

(3) BFDEZHERATNEIN?
- Can you teach me the way of writing kanji?

(4) XAV DEVTIK HFAGHD>TNSTLED,
- Probably everybody knows the way to use PC's.

When verbs are transformed to this form, the rdsedtbmes a noun clause. Sometimes, this requilearae of
particles. For instance, whilgT< ] usually involves a target (tHé= ] or I~ ] particle), sincd {TZ 71 is a noun
clause,(1) becomed # 18 D 1TE A | instead of the familiakF &1 =17< .
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Using &> T] to express dependency
When you want to say, "depending on [X]", you carthis in Japanese by simply attachiigdk>T ] to [X].

Examples

(1) AIZESTEAED,
- The story is different depending on the person.

(2) ZHICEOTRMIEEWOLLGo1=Y, FI <o T 5,
- Fruit becomes tasty or nasty depending on theosea

This is simply theée-formof [ &% ] as seen by the following simple exchange.
(F1F) S HIEERHA&IZITIS5H ? - Shall we go drinking today?
(K#) Enld. #8FIZE54, - That depends on Yuuko.

Indicating a source of information using lizX5¢ ]

Another expression usifgk4 ] is by using it with the target and tHecided conditiondl& | to indicate a source of
information. In English, this would translate tatarding to [X]" wherd [Z& & is attached to [X].

Examples

(1) KRR FHIZELHE FRIETMEEI
- According to the weather forecast, | hear todarain.

(2) REDFEIZELHE BFIFP2ER—ATLURERDITIZBLLY,
- According to a friend's story, it appears thatibéo finally found a boyfriend.
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Easy or Hard?

Outline

1. Saying something is easy or hard to do

2. Variations ofl ~[Z<LY] with T~Hf=0Vv] andl ~D 50y ]

Saying something is easy or hard to do

This is a short easy lesson on how to transforrsreno adjectives describing whether that act®oedsy or difficult
to do. Basically, it consists of changing the viatb the stem and addidg®™>39 L V] for easy and [Z<L V] for hard.
The result then becomes a regular i-adjectivetyPeatsy, huh?

Using I ~4%53Ly, ~[Z<L\] to describe easy and difficult actions

To describe an action as being easy, change thea¢hestemand add 237 LV1. To
describe an action as being difficult, attd¢h<L\ ] to thestem
f5) ru-verb:B~RE - BRDOTLY
) u-verb:LoRE — Lo~Y — LeoY[Z{

The result becomes a regular i-adjective.

Positive Negative
Non-Past| B~ BRI
Past | BRIZh o= | BRI 1=

...........................................................................................................

Examples

(1) SOFIEEFTEAIZLLY
- This hand-writing is hard to read.

(2) AITIVIFE—ILKYERA DT LY,

- Cocktails are easier to drink than beer.

(3) EREMEEMNSI=DT. RIZ<{hoT=,

- Since the room was dark, it was hard to see.

As an aside: Be careful withR[Z<L\] becausé &L\ ] is a rarely used adjective meaning, "ugly". | wend it's
just coincidence that "difficult to see" and "ugtund exactly the sarr

Of course, you can always use some other gramrhatic&ture that we have already learned to exgressame
thing using appropriate adjectives such 8L 1. TZLUV], TFFE | [R5 1. etc. The following two sentences
are essentially identical in meaning.

(1) HOAIFXE~IZL,
- That meat is hard to eat.

(2) HBORAZEE~DDIEHLLY,

184 of 237

2007/11/05 20:2



Tae Kim's Japanese guide to learning Japanese gramm file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/Administr&bE3%83%8.

- The thing of eating that meat is difficult.

Variations of [~|Z<\ | with [~»7-\ ] and [~35\)]

The kanji forl [Z<L V] actually comes frorh#fL | which can also be read B5 =L\ J. As a result, you can also add
a voiced versioh ~HY7=LV] as a verb suffix to express the same thingagtyj. N1Z<LY ] is more common for
speaking whild A3f=L\] is more suited for the written mediumZ<L\] tends to be used for physical actions while
[Af=LV ] is usually reserved for less physical actions doatt actually require movement. However, theesrseto

be no hard rule on which is more appropriate fgivan verb so | suggest searching for both versiomg®ogle to
ascertain the popularity of a given combinationubould also always write the suffix in hiragangtevent
ambiguities in the reading.

Examples

(1) REDENNT-DEBLEEZREIZLTNS,
- | am treating importantly the hard to forget mem@s of and with him.

(2) ETHELHZVEERLLS, RAITEISFzoLLY,
- It's a very difficult to believe story but it see (from hearsay) that it really happened.

Yet another, more coarse variation of stefd3<L\ ] is to usd D5L 1] instead which is a slightly transformed
version ofl LY [ (D5LY). This is not to be confused with the salmgél | (A i50Y), which means spicy!

Examples

(1) BARFEEFEA DLV,
- Man, Japanese is hard to read.

(2) FEEHLEF. HHYUDLNGERRIZLEL T,
- Please don't pick a difficult to understand lomafor the meeting arrangement.
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Just in case you didn't get enough the first time

Outline

1. More negative verbs

2. Doing something without doing something else
3. A casual masculine type of negative that endsAin
4. A classical negative verb that endd i |

More negative verbs

We already learned the most common type of negativies; the ones that endlifizL 1. However, there are couple
more different types of negatives verbs. The omeswill find most useful are the first two, whickpresses an
action that was done without having done anothtomacThe others are fairly obscure or useful dolyvery casual
expressions. However, yauill run into them if you learn Japanese for a fair amof time.

Doing something without doing something else

Way back when, we learned how to express@uence of actiorand this worked fine for both positive and negativ
verbs. For instance, the sentence "I didn't eat th@n | went to sleep” would becol® X7z { TEf=, | However,
this sentence sounds a bit strange because eatsg'tthave much to do with sleeping. What we grybzally

want to say is that we went to slegjphouteating. To express this, we need to use a morergiized form of the
negative request we covered at the very end dafithieg and receiving lessoin other words, instead of substituting
the lastl L] with [<T 1, we need only apperdC ] instead.

Doing something without doing something else

To indicate an action that was domithoutdoing another action, addc | to the negative
of the action that wasot done.
Bl) BRE- BANEL - BRGNT

Examples

(1) MHBAGVTEELE,
- Went to sleep without eating anything.

(2) WZEEMNMIWLT, FRICTobeVELE,
- Went to school without brushing teeth (by acctilen

(3) BEBEZLLGVLTIREICITLDIE, PHI=AMNLNEK,
- It's better to stop going to class without ddimgnework.

(4) FHEEMMLEGNT, COREEMDIEITHELRLY,
- You cannot take this class without consultingwéacher.

Hopefully not too difficult. Another way to expretise exact same thing is to replace the 1&gt > | part withl 9 ].
However, the two exception verbd 5 | andl <% ] becomd &9 1 andl 29 | respectively. It is also common to
see this grammar combined with the tafg&t] particle. This version is more formal the& LT and is not used
as much in regular conversations.
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-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Doing something without doing something else

e Another way to indicate an action that was donéeuit doing another action is to replace
thel7zLy] part of the negative action that was not done Wwith.
fil) BRE - BREGEL - BT
f5l) 47< - TV - THhT
e The two exception vertsg %1 andl<% 1 becomd #¢ | andl 9 | respectively.
B 5 -9
BIsn2) <%H -9

Examples

(1) BFELEHT . mo>TLFES=,
- He went home without saying anything.

(2) RILEATICEARICEBEZRTCELRBILNFET X,
- Obviously, you're going to get drunk if you dritilat much without eating anything.

(3) fIBRE TICHRKICANSER DIV,
- | don't think you can get in Tokyo University iaut studying.

A casual masculine type of negative that ends in TA |

Finally, we cover another type of negative thatssd mostly by older men. Sint&iL ] is so long and difficult to
say (sarcasm), you can shorten it to Justl. However, you can't directly modify other wordsthis form; in other
words, you can't make itraodifying subordinate clauskn the same manner as befdrg; % | becomed A/ ] and
<% becomed CZA | though I've never heard or sdenA | actually being used. If you have ever helagtiE A |
and wondered what that meant, it's actually an @l&wof this grammar. Notice th&® & FE A/ is actually in
polite negative form. Well, the plain form would b@ E7zL ], right? That further transforms to just £ A 1. The
word brings up an image @ LA, but that may be just me. Anyway, it's a male esgia.

A shorter way to say negative verbs

e A shorter way to say a negative verb is to U&gl instead of 2L Y ].
f5l) b5 - MSEN - HbA

e The two exception verds3 4 | andl <% 1 becomd £ A, ] andl A, ] respectively.
BNl 95— A
BIs2) <% - A

Examples

(1) vFA,
- Sorry.

(2) BEIANLEELECTIGLSA !
- You must marry a Korean!

() ZFABRIEFEEA !
- I won't let you do such a thing!

You can even use this slang for past tense verlasltiyngl Hhr>7= .
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(4) B.SBIT<T HMbAN D=k,
- I didn't know everybody was going today.

A classical negative verb that ends in ¥

There is yet another version of the negative verijugation and it usdssa | instead of thé 7zl | that attaches to
the end of the verb. While this version of the rizgaconjugation is old-fashioned and part of dleedslapanese, you
will still encounter it occasionally. In fact, Igusaw this conjugation on a sign at the train@tabday, so it's not too
uncommon.

For any verb, you can replaE& (> with T8 ] to get to an old-fashion sounding version of tegative. Similar to
the last section, 9% 1 becomes ¥ ] and<% 1 becomed Z#3]. You may hear this grammar being used from
older people or your friends if they want to brimack ye olde days.

An old-fashioned way to say negative verbs

e An old-fashioned way to say a negative verb issel#h | instead off ZE0Y .
f5l) 5 — MSEL — s

e The two exception verds3 3 | andl <% 1 becomd £ &1 andl Z#5 ] respectively.
sl 95>tk
BI52) <% - H

Examples

(1) BEIANLHEBELTEGSH !
- You must not marry a Korean!

(2) EHEHRICARILEBRLT, RRICRITTHILEDOERAH T,
- After having failed mock examination any numbgtimes, a result | wouldn't have thought camewlien |
actually tried taking the test.
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Hypothesizing and Concluding

Outline

1. Some things that are not covered
2. Coming to a conclusion withi> (7 |
3. Making hypotheses with&d 5 |

Some things that are not covered

As we near the end of section 5, we are essenpiading up different useful types of grammar hanel there. In
writing this section, | considered a large numbfetopics that fall on the border between vocabukargl grammar. In
the end, | decided to skip any topic that can lo&dd up and learned with examples. Some examplgsaofmar that
fall under this category afdZ&-> T, IZx LT, IZBL T, andIZDLVTJ. When you come across such grammar in
the course of learning Japanese, you can look theat the WVWWJIDIC and look at the example sentences. That's
all you should need to give you an idea of whahgatwase means and how it is used. On the othel, ae decided
to go over two types of grammar that does desemesexplanation:#>(+1(§R) andl &9 5 1.

Coming to a conclusion with bi7]

The first type of grammar is, in actuality, justegular noun. However, it is used to express aegpinihat deserves
some explanation. The nolido (11 (ER) is defined as: "meaning; reason; can be dedudil' can see how this
word is used in the following mini-dialogue.

Mini-Dialogue 1

(EF) LKOHEFBZMALTH, SELGLHELD,
- No matter how much | study, | don't become bedteEnglish.

(L) DFY, BRI BEADGEOENSTRD,
- So basically, itneanghat you don't have ability at language.

(BE¥) %ktlta,
- How rude.

As you can see, Jim is concluding from what Naakd that she must not have any skills at learramgliages. This
is completely different from thexplanatoryl @ |, which is used to explain something that may oy mat be
obvious.I'H (7] is instead used to draw conclusions that anyoggtrhie able to arrive at given certain information.

A very useful application of this grammar is to done it with7zL V] to indicate that there is no reasonable
conclusion. This allows some very useful exprestla "How in the world am | supposed to know tat

(1) HEFESFEDDIDITAELY,
- There's no way | can read Chinese. (lit: Themiseasoning for [me] to be able to read Chinese.)

Under the normal rules of grammar, we must havartgte for the nouh4>(7 | in order to use it with the verb but
since this type of expression is used so oftenpértcle is often dropped to create jlst 4> (77420 .

Mini-Dialogue 2

(E¥F) LBFORIIT>-2EHD?
- Have you ever gone to Hiroko's house?
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(—BR) HBH(T7ETLLD,
- There's no way | would have ever gone to her dotight?

Mini-Dialogue 3

(E¥F) HRAETNHE?
- Do you understand (differential and integral)cci#ts?

(—BR) hBDlFElE !
- There's no way | would understand!

There is one thing to be careful of becals® %:L V] can also mean that something is very easy (liires no
explanation). You can easily tell when this meangimtended however, because it is used in theesaanner as an
adjective.

(1) CCOHEBRIZAEE T BDIEH T, - It's easy to pass the tests here.

Finally, although not as commol#>(+ | can also be used as a formal expression for salyatgomething must or
must not be done at all costs. This is simply angter and more formal version lof TIELULMF4ELY ], This grammar
is created by simply attaching>[+I1ZIELyM7ELN ). Thel 1] is the topic particle and is pronoundeid 1. The
reason LMT7%ELY | changes tdL\AMAELY | is probably related to intransitive and transitvegbs but | don't want to
get too caught up in the logistics of it. Just takée that it'd LNH ZELY | in this case and ndt M F7RLY .

(1) SEF&EFLIDITFIZIELALLY,
- This time, | must not lose at all costs.

(2) CCETET. HELHAIDIFIZIELAZELY,
- After coming this far, | must not give up.

Making hypotheses with 1213

While this next grammar doesn't necessary havéhamyto do with the previous grammar, | thoughwauld fit

nicely together. In a previous lesson, we learn tmaeombine the volitional form with&9 % | to indicate an

attempt to perform an actioWe will now learn several other waly&9 % | can be used. It may help to keep in mind
thatl &35 | is really just a combination of the quotation fet! & | and the verth 3% | meaning "to do". Let's say
you have a sentence: [ve&9 4. This means literally that you are doing like 'foE (in quotes). As you can see,
when used with the volitional, it becomes: "DoiilgeImaking motion to do [verb]". In other words,ware acting as

if to make a motion to do [verb]. As we have aligaden, this translates to "attempt to do [verbdt's see what
happens when we use it on plain verbs.

Examples

(1) BRIZAKET 5,
- Assume we go tomorrow.

In (1), the example is considering what would happen asipg that they should decide to go tomorrow. Yan c
see that the literal translation still makes seti3e,like we go tomorrow." but in this situationgvare making a
hypothesis unlike the grammar we have gone ovareefith the volitional form of the verb. Since aee
considering a hypothesis, it is reasonable thacdmelitional will be very handy here and indeed) yall often see
sentences like the following:

(2) ShfTeELzn, OFFICECERNET,
- If we suppose that we go from now, | think welhailrive at 9:00.

As you can see, the vel§™5 | has been conjugated to thi-i5 | conditional form to consider what would hapjien
you assume a certain case. You can also ctl 9% ] to the te-form(LT) and use it as a sequence of actions like
so:
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() MRELLTEMESETELLO =,
- Received favor of allowing to participate as sptar.

(4) EBELTIL, FERBICEN oI,
- As a victim, was extremely fortunate.

(6) BAICEHREBARELTEL, IBRENOBEMAZEN=TLLD,
- Even assuming that you ate breakfast, becassan¢ady noon, you're probably hungry, right?

The same idea applies here as well(3n, you are doing like a "spectator" and doing likeviatim" in (4) and
finally, doing like you ate breakfast i6). So you can see why the same grammar appliedl theae types of
sentences because they all mean the same thiagamdse (minus the use of additional particlesvaridus

conjugations of 33 ).
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When did it all happen?

Outline

Expressing time-specific actions

Saying an action was just completed udingl£h\Y |
Usingl &7=A | to say something happened right after somethisg el
Using %A% | for two concurrent actions

Using %A% | with state of being to mean "while"
To repeat something with reckless abandon us#§5 |

osrLNE

Expressing time-specific actions

In this lesson, we will go over various ways to g3 actions that take place in a certain time-dtdmparticular,
we will learn how to say: 1) an action has justrbeempleted, 2) an action is taken immediatelyraftether action
took place, 3) an action occurs while another agsamngoing, and 4) one continuously repeats &orac

Expressing an action that was just completed using [~ |

This is a very useful grammar that is used to iat#i¢hat one has just finished doing somethingirkstance, the
first time | really wished | knew how to say somathlike this was when | wanted to politely declee invitation to
eat because | had just eaten. To do this, takpabEtense of verb that you want to indicate asljemg completed
and add [£AVY 1. This is used with only the past tense of verlabiamot to be confused with thél A Y | used
with nouns to expressmounts

Just like the other type XM Y | we have covered before, in slang, you can heglpesel [£-oh | instead of
MEMY .

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Using MEMY | for actions just completed

5 e To indicate that an action has ended just recetatkg the past tense of the verb and add :
i A ). 5
§ Bl) BRE > B> BREENY §
: e For casual speech, you can abbrevidggh Y | to justl (E-o5H1 ) :
f5l) BREzIELLY - BXRfzEo0

You can treat the result as you would with any noun

Positive Negative

BAIEMY (12) | Just ate) BRF=IEMY L7y | Didn't just eat

Examples

(1) $HFEEA. SEAENILGEDOT, BEASLIXNTT,
- Sorry, but I'm full having just eaten.

(2) 10FB%FESIENY T, BUENT=,
- I just ran 10 kilometers and am really tired.
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(3) &.RITFo=IENYTY,
- | got back home just now.

Here are some examples of the abbreviated version.

(1) BTHREBAR=IE-oMEBDIZ, 58BN EL=,
- Despite the fact that | just ate lunch, I'm hynaiready.

(2) FEh. SES[EoNGD?
- No way, did you wake up just now?

Using t7-A/] to express something that occurred immediately after an
action

Kind of as a supplement fd&/Y |, we will cover one way to say something happersesoan as something else
occurs. To use this grammar, dddf= A | to the past tense of the first action that hapgehés also common to add
thel[Z] target particle to indicate that specific pointime.

Using I &f=A ] to indicate one thing happened right after another

Change the verb that happened first toghst tensand attach &f=A | or [ &f=AIZ .
) BF5 - RlF- - BRlF=&-A D)
f5) E% — Bof- — Bot=&7-A(12)

»Note: You can only use this grammar for things tiegipen outside your control.

Sy

Examples
(1) BEHT=E-AIZ EHBA TS,
- As soon as | opened window, cat jumped out.

For many more examples, check thesamples sentencé®m our old trusty WWWJDIC.

An important thing to realize is that you can on$e this grammar for things that occur immediasdigr something
else and not for an action that you, yourself catry For instance, compare the following two seoés.

(32) BEZEHI-LIAIC boLIciFEFELE,
- (You carried out the action of going to the batim so this is not correct.)

(IE) BREIZE-E-AIZREGYEL,
- (Since becoming sleepy is something that happenedde your control, this sentence is ok.)

Using (72435 for two concurrent actions

You can usé 7EAVi5 | to express that one action is taking place inwactjon with another action. To us& M5 |,
you must change the first verb to the stem andragl %435 |. Though probably rare, you can also attbéthyis |
to the negative of the verb for express the negalfihis grammar has no tense since it is deternigdate second
verb.

Using lNg&A%5 | for concurrent actions

Change the first verb to teemand append7ihii |

i
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: B) E£H - EY > EYLEADS
E For the negative, simply attat#i A5 | to the negative tense
: Bl) E£H - ELLEL - ESBLVIEHS

Examples
(1) FLEZHLAL. BEET 5.
- Do homework while watching TV.

(2) BEZREELUNO ERAFLDAFE,
- Like to walk to school while listening to music.

(3) HFIALEDLLELEA L, BADKEFLEHLMN>TELL DR EGIOAFFRLER LG ?
- Don't you think that wanting the other persommalerstand one's feelings while not saying anyttsngst simply
selfishness?

Notice that the sentence ends with the main vestlike it always does. This means that the maiioaof the
sentence is the verb that ends the clausel B 5 | simply describes another action that is also tpkiace. For
example, if we switched the verbs(m) to say[BREZLEHM L. TLEZ# S, 1, this changes the sentence to
say, "Watch TV while doing homework." In other werdhe main action, in this case, becomes watchihgnd the
action of doing homework is describing an acticet ik taking place at the same time.

The tense is controlled by the main verb so the used withl Z£ /%5 | cannot have a tense.
(1) RyTa—2FBRLEHL, BEZEE S, - Watchmovie while eating popcorn.
(2) RyTa—2zxBREHL, BEZFE /-, - Watchedmovie while eating popcorn.

(3) OBELEMNS, FMEELVTLV=, - Was writingletter while whistling.

Using (7235 with state of being to mean "while"

A more advanced use bfiAYi5 | is to use it with the implied state of being. ther words, you can use it with
nouns or adjectives to talk about what somethinghige something else. The implied state of beirgans that you
must not use the declaratilV#& |, you just attachZiA%5 1 to the noun or adjective. For example, a common this
grammar is used is to say, "While it's unfortunatemething something..." In Japanese, this woubdime 5% &7
7f]§|5 s

You can also attach the inclusil& | particle tol 2435 1 to getl 4AVi54 1. This changes the meaning from "while"
to "even while".

' Using Iz A% ] with state of being to mean "while" or [£:A%%% ] to mean "even while" ;
To say [X] is something while something else, dtte&r %5 | to [X]
5 ffil) EE - BRGNS 5
; To say [X] is something even while something etgchl A5 ] to [X] 5
5 ) EZ > BZLENoH 5

Examples
(1) HEAVSIEVAST, BRI 6, FRIXITHAEGYFEL,
- While it's unfortunate, a lot of work came in ahbecame so that | can't go today.

(2) BZuhot. @R\ vJEEobeo=&,
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- Even while I'm poor, | ended up buying a highlgydag.

(8) WL, MDFELEALLH, EAFXTOLELCE,
- Even while he is a beginner, his actual skilks tne same as a pro.

To repeat something with reckless abandon using F<3]|

file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/Administr&bE3%83%8.

The WWWJDIC very succinctly defines the definitiohthis verb as a "verb suffix to indicate recklassndon to
the activity". Unfortunately, it doesn't go on #&ltyou exactly how it's actually used. Actuallgete's not much to
explain. You take the stem of the verb and simpigchl <% ]. However, since this is a continuing activityisian

enduring statainless you're going to do it in the future. Tlsisivery casual expression.

Using &< %] for frequent actions

Change the first verb to tleemand appendE<{->TL 5.
i) %5 - Y - PYFEDTLS

You can use all the normal conjugations you wouloeet with any other verb.

Positive Negative

PYFELHLTLY Doing all the ) . Don't do all the

Non-Past P time HUYELSTLVELY fime

L L P idn'

Past PYFELoTLY Did all the time PYFELLTULVEMD Didn't do all the

1= 1= time

L oo e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e - e - m - m e - = e m == m = e m = e m = e e e e e e e m e mmm e mm—m————————— 1
Examples

(1) F—=LIZEFE>be>T . &E/NAVIAVEENEOTL DK,
- Having gotten hooked by games, | do nothing lsat the computer lately.

(2) ZA)AIZWE=BEIFO—5%F8HEL{ LTV,
- When | was in the US, | drank coke like all thrad.
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Nothing Ever Changes

Outline

1. Expressing a lack of change
2. Usingl' &% to express a lack of change
3. Usingl>I1E%L | to leave something the way it is

Expressing a lack of change

Up until now, we've mostly been talking about thnigat have happened or changed in the coursesafewe will
now learn some simple grammar to expreskof change.

Using (£¥] to express a lack of change

['EZ 1, not to be confused with the childish expresswmm'other" (¥ <), is a grammatical phrase to express a
lack of change in something. Grammatically, itsed just like a regular noun. You'll most likelyah¢his grammar
at a convenience store when you buy a very snaail.iSince store clerks use super polite expressiotst
lightening fast speeds, learning this one expressiti help you out a bit in advance. (Of courspon showing a
lack of comprehension, the person usually repbatexact same phrase... at the exact same speed.)

Examples

(1) COFETELLIVTIAN?
- Is it okjust like this?

In other words, the clerk wants to know if youslke it just like that or whether you want it inraal bag.l B LU\,
in case | haven't gone over it yet, is simply a/ymlite version of LM\ . Notice thatl E&3 | grammatically works
just like a regular noun which means, as usuat,yiba can modify it with verb phrases or adjecti

(2) FRLDEANTHENEETIETE RS A !
- You can't throw it out leaving it in that halftea condition!

Ok, the translation is very loose, but the ideth& it's in an unchanged state of being half-eatehyou can't just
throw that out.

Here's a good example | found googling around ¢thiock full of grammar which are explainesle herg andhere
Hint: Thel L \&# 3] is the causative form d1.3% | meaning "let/make me exist".

(3) SHEFIFELVLEETHIETIELLY,
- For only today, | want you to let me stay in thé condition.

Finally, just in case, here's an example of dineetn modification.

(4) ZDHEFOEETIZITITANGLE,
- You can't get in the club in that getup (withebanging it).

Using (-i¥72L ] to leave something the way it is

The verbl 1291 meaning "to set loose", can be used in varioussviryegards to leaving something the way it is.
For instance, a variatidm%—>&< | is used when you want to say "Leave me alone"irfi&ance, you might use the
command form of a requeé€tL%) and say[ [Fo&LVTN ! J(Leave me alone!). Yet another varidt&>7=i5hH
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9 ] means "to neglect".

The grammar | would like to discuss here isfthdE7%z L | suffix variant. You can attach this suffix to tsem of
any verb to describe the act of doing somethingleadng it that way without changing it. You caadt the
combination like a regular noun.

As usual, you can click the [EX] link after looking the word at theVWWJDIC to see examples. In fact, here's a
direct link toexamples of this grammahs you can see by the examples, this suffix earai nuance that the thing
left alone is due to oversight or neglect. Herethee(simple) conjugation rules for this grammar.

Using I >1E%:L J to complete an action and leave it that way

%) BATA - BIF-EEL

Take thestemof the verb and attadho (£7%:L J.
f Bl) B BE S BEOFHL f

Examples

(1) FLEZMFo[EZLICURITNIEIRAZL AL, #5115,
- There exists a fair number of people who cantessunless they turn on the TV and leave it theat.w

(2) BAFEITHMLE2Tz2D T, WAL IXN AT,
- The window was left wide open so a lot of mosoest got in.
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Look at me, I'm advanced!

Advanced Topics

file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/Administr&bE3%83%8.

Whew! We've come a long way from learning the basionetic alphabet to covering almost all the gramyou're
going to need for daily conversations. But wait,res@ot finished yet! In fact, things are goinggt even more
challenging and interesting because, especiallntduhe latter part of this section, we are gomtgarn grammar
that onlymightcome in handy. In my experience, the most uséfobs are easiest to learn as they come up again
and again. However, in order to completely mastanguage, we also must work hard to conquer thgdbiarea of
things that don't come up very often and yet evatyve Japanese speaker instinctively underst@eligve it or not,
even the more obscure grammalt come up eventually leaving you wondering whatsitipposed to mean. That's
why | bothered to learn them at least.

198 of 237

Lessons covered in this section

Formal Expressionslif you're only going to learn one lesson frons thection, learn this
one! This lesson will cover the formal version tE#te of being T&H 5. TIEX7AELY) as well

as some fundamental differences in the type ofuagg used in formal writing and speech

such as reports or documentaries.

Things that should be a certain waye will go over some different ways to exprdss t
way things should be or are supposed to be Udhg |, TRE |, TR, andRHST .
Expressing the minimum expectatioVe will learn how to express the minimum
expectations such as the sentence, "He eaett speak English" usingcEZ 1. [ TY
51, andl E5hH].

Showing signs of somethingNe will learn various useful ways to express sone
showing signs of something usihg- A% J. MEMY |, andl ~&H<].

Formal expressions of non-feasibilityVe will learn a number of formal expressions
relating to the feasibility and necessity of haviaglo certain things.

Tendencies Different ways to express a tendency to do oa bertain way.

e Advanced Volitional Continuing with formal language, we will looksdme more

advances uses of the volitional form such&H A5 or T ~FELV].

Covered by somethingSome more grammar to describe something thaviered by
something.

Advanced proximity of actionsSome advanced expressions to describe eventsappen
right after another.

Others - Other grammar that | noticed that doesalty fit anywhere else.
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Formal Expressions

Outline

1. What do you mean by formal expressions?

2. Usingl T# %41 to state that something is so in an authoritative
3. Negative offl T#H 3|

4. Sequential subordinate clauses in formal language

What do you mean by formal expressions?

So far we have learned casual, polite, and hoegniimble types of languages. So what do | meayél
expressions? | think we are all aware of the tyfdarmguage | am talking about. We hear it in speschead it in
reports, and see it on documentaries. While diseggmpod writing style is beyond the scope of thigde, we will
go over some of the grammar that you will commdimg in this type of language. Which is not to shgt it won't
appear in regular everyday speech. (Because it)does

Using [TH5 ) to state that something is so in an authoritative tone

We have already learned how to speak with youndéisein casual speech, your superiors in politedpesnd your
customers in honorific / humble speech. We've ledfi=]. I T9 J. andl TTELVET | to express a state of being
for these different levels of politeness. Thereris more type of state of being that is primarégdito state facts in a
neutral, official sounding mannef T# %4 1. Just like the others, you tabikc#4 | on to the adjective or noun that
represents the state.

Examples
(1) BZEIXIETHS - 1am a cat. (This is the title of a famous ndveE B i H)

Since I'm too lazy to look up facts, let's trotarer to the Japanese version/dikipediaand look at some random
articles by clicking of 8EMNERTR].

(2) BEM(CATIASD, mixtureXld, LU LD MMEINECYH->TWDIMETH S, (Wikipedia -BEE
#1, July 2004)

— An amalgam is a mixture of two or more pure sulrsts.

To give you an idea of how changing &3 % | changes the tone, I've included some fake coat@nind that
sentence.

1. BEWIEAE?
BEYIE. 2EELU LOMMEINECYH>TWSYET-,
2. BEMIXEITTM?
BEYIL. 2BEU LOMMENECYHH>TLEIMETT,
3. BEWIEEITLEID,
BEYIL. 2BEULEOHMMENECYH>TLWAYME TS NVET,
4. BEWYMEIL?
BEYIL. 2BBEULEOHMMENECYH->TWIMETHS .

Newspaper articles are different in that the mdnjective is to convey current events as succirantly quickly a
possible. For this reasoiC# 4 | is not normally used in newspaper articles fawpfift | or nothing at all.
Though, in general, since newspaper articles detaihts that took place or quotations, almosteaitences end in
plain dictionary-form verbs anyway.

(1) EBXRBEF2FRICFIAEREZTONETSIELFEEAT. EVWEARKICHATHIRIZEEINE I MD
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FIYEST=, (FAB#E, 2004/8/16
—With the idea of raising percentage of usage to #08wo years, it seems likely that the key wilcbene whether

the Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, and Transpweitl employ [it] when it buys replacements.

Negative of [ TH3 |

file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/Administr&bE3%83%8.

Because theegativeof [ %4 ] is [%:L V], you might expect the opposite [0€# 5 ] to bel T#iLY1. However, for

some reason I'm not aware of, you need to insetbthic particlebeforel 7zl ] to getl TIXZARLN ).

Example

(1) INEFRAFETIEEOTLEDA - Wouldn't you consider this to be unfair?

(2) EBIIBHICTRA—TESHIETITLY, - Language is not something that can be mastersily.ea

to.

Using I'G# 41 to sound official

) F4E - FETEZN
For the past tense state of being, apply the regakst tensesf [ % |

Attachl T# 4 ] to the verb or adjective that the state of beinglias to.
) FE > FETHD
For the negative, attadhiCI&7%EL Y | to the verb or adjective that the state of beingjias

Complete conjugation chart forc# 3 |

Positive Negative
2ETHD is student | FAETILEL is not student
SHETH-HI= | was studenﬁ A TClE7h o1 | was not studen

Sequential subordinate clauses in formal language

In theCompound Sentendesson, we learned how to use tadormof verbs to express multiples sequential actions

in one sentence. This practice, however, is usédiomegular everyday speech. Formal speechesatiam, and
written publications employ plaiverb stemsdnstead of the te-form to describe sequentiabasti Particularly,
newspaper articles, in the interest of brevity,ajsvprefer verb stems to the te-form.

Examples

(1) FER(FEW) T RELEEBOMREELE-LDITKRET T, RGO KIELZELLT-HDLD,

(Wikipedia -1€ X, August 2004
—Fireworks are for the enjoyment of sparks createchfcombustion created by lighting up a mixturgofpowder

and metal powder.

(2) ERNOBET—IZMAL. BOITAHZRARDIEAH KT, - Was able to investigate his whereabouts
using the company's internal customer data.

For the~TL\% forms the stem becomés~TL\ | but because that doesn't fit very well into theldie of a
sentence, it is common to use themble formof L)% | which you will remember i85 % 1. This is simply so you
can employf Y | to connect subordinate clauses instead offjust. It has nothing to do with the humble aspect of

[H5]

(3) COMREEF. BFRALGHLLERBENEA TEY., ETHRBEI=Z o=, - This Japanese inn having been equipped

with various new facilities, was very comfortable.
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The way things should be

Outline

Talking about the way things are supposed to be
Using %9 ] to describe an expectation

Usingl _Z | to describe actions one should do
Using << to describe what one tries to do
Usingl "/ i57 | to describe things one must not dp

arONE

Talking about the way things are supposed to be

In this lesson, we'll learn how to express the waygs are supposed depending on what we mearuppdsed”.
While the first two grammar poinfdd9” | andl ~_Z | come up often and are quite useful, you'll rasslgr
encountef X< or TRM5F 1. You can safely skip those lessons unless yostadying for thel # H A ZE1R 5E.

Using iZ7"] to describe an expectation

The first grammar we will learn id%9" 1, which is used to express something that was supgosed to be. You can
treatl (&9 ] just like a regular noun as it is usually attactethe adjective or verb that is supposed to be or
supposed to happen.

The only thing to be careful about here is expresan expectation of somethingt happening. To do this, you must
use the negative existence vériL\] to say that such an expectation does not exiss. Might be in the form of
[~[E3F HELv] or T~ (3 (L4ELY ] depending on which particle you want to use. Tégative conjugatiohlxd”
7LV ] is really only used when you want to confirm ipasitive sense such &s- 9 L% vH 2 .

...........................................................................................................

Using l'&39° ] to describe an expectation

Usel (X9 ] just like a regular noun to modify the expectedgh
) ZEEH®ILT (noun)

f5) WIBEZAEIZY (na-adjective)

f5l) HULLULVET (i-adjective)

f5) 1&BIELT (verb)

For the case where you expect the negative, udegithe] verb for nonexistence
Bl wBET - J/AIET AL

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Examples

(1) RIFEET=TFEML, ChoZdd 328 AET K,
- He's has a mania for comic book so | expect hd &dl these already.

(2) CORBEFENLNET oM ElFbeoT,. £ <01,
- This dish was expected to be tasty but it buereti became distasteful.

(3) BRFELTHAIMD, SEFELVIIATADIET,
- Because various things have been planned oxpdot a fun Christmas this year.
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(4) Z5WBEICEEDETHENK,
- It's not supposed to be that easy to fix.

(5) ITERIEEBA2ERMNLIEESITT LN TTM?
- This meeting is supposed to start every weekatlack, isn't it?

Here arenore examplefrom the WWWJDIC.
You may also want to check out tjgKai entry

Using X% to describe actions one should do

[XZ | is a verb suffix used to describe something thaupposed to be done. This suffix is commonlyneéefias
"should", however, one must realize that it carbetised to make suggestions like the sentence, $Kould go to
the doctor." If you usé~Z |, it sounds more like, "You are supposed to gdéodoctor.'T XE | has a much
stronger tone and makes you sound like a know-teling people what to do. For making suggestjonis
customary to use the comparisafi AL 0L\ | grammairinstead. For this reason, this grammar is almegénused to
directly tell someone what to do. It is usually dige reference to oneself where you can be as asgpu want or in
a neutral context where circumstances dictate whatoper and what is not. One such example woelld sentence
like, "We are supposed to raise our kids propeith & good education."

Unlike thel X9 ] grammar, there is no expectation that somethiggiisg to happen. Rather, this grammar
describes what one should do in a given circumstanclapanese, you might define it as meahifight TIX7:0y

AL BAERIN TS

There is very little of grammatical interebtX & | works just like a regular noun and so you can wgaied it ag ~
ZLpAL ], TREFES721, and so on. The only thing to note here is thaamyou're using it with3 % 1, the verb
meaning "to do", you can optionally drop th& | from ['$"%~Z ] to producd 9 _XZ]. You can do this with this
verbonly and it does not apply for any other verbs eféme verb is written a9 %] such a5 |, the verb
meaning "to rub".

...........................................................................................................

Using X2 | for actions that should be done

5 Attachl ~XZ | to the action that should be done E
| Bl) 175 — f75~E ;
| Bl) 35 FHE ;

For the generic "to do " verllig™% | only, you can remove tHe5 |
ffl) $E~E>IARE

...........................................................................................................

Examples

(1) EIMZESRNAREICBHENEINEIEZLHNETS,
- Before buying something, omséouldthink well on whether it's really necessary or.not

(2) FIZED-6TH>TH. BREZHRIT ~STIEGEWNERS,
- Even if it is, for example, for the country, lrdbthink the country's citizershouldbe deceived.

(3) HEEMNKFRITZMFMOTHRILREZRECT 77— AIHTHEY . EMTIIHEEOREFLZEBESET. £
BRI CIL IR L M SR D5RIL TR I ~ S =& ¥, (FAR #RE)

- With cases coming out of depositors suing lar@ekls, the Financial Services Agency decidedhituldprioritize
relief for victims and urge banks to strengthen snees for crime prevention.

Here arenore examplefrom the WWWJDIC.
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Using X< to describe what one tries to do

Grammatically] << is really a conjunctive formyEFAf2) of [ XZ 1, similar to what thée-formdoes to connect
another phrase. However, what needs mentioningit¢hat by changing it into a conjunctive and adda
predicate, the meaning bf<] changes from the ordinary meanind et |. While [ XZ | describes a strong
suggestion, changing it {oX<] allows you to describe what one did in order taycaut that suggestion. Take a
look that the following examples to see how the mme@changes.

(1) BEe~E,
Shouldgo home early.

(2) BLEH~ #EFELIRDT-,
In trying togo home early, started the preparations.

As we can see in this example, addingt#&fiE% L 18 7= ] tells us what the subject did in order to carrytbe
action he/she was supposed to do. In this way welefinel X< | as meaning, "in order to" or "in an effort to".
Similarly, I X<] might mean the Japanese equivaledtlod3& B 5T or [TESHKSIZ]. This is a very
seldom-used old-fashioned expression and is merekented here to completely cover all aspects N |.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Using X< for actions that are attempted to be done

Attachl << to the action that is attempted to be done
; ) 175 — 175~< 5
5 fBl) 96 > 95~ 5

Same a$ X Z |, you can remove thie | for the generic "to do " verbig™% | only
Bl T~ - FARL

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Examples

(1) HERIZER T AL E—ERBHITHARL TS,
Everybody is studying very hard an effortto pass the exam.

(2) SEIBBFHREOMEOBROLLT, LYFRELTLLALEALTENYET
We are working from here an effortto provide a enriched window for customer inteiact

Using <757 to describe things one must not do

Moving on to yet another from d#XE | is[ XM 59 1. This is undoubtedly related to thg” | negative ending we
learned in thiprevious sectionHowever, it seems to be a conjugation of anlkfz of [ XA\ 1. | have no idea
what that means and you don't have to either. Tihething we need to take away from this is tha¥/m 53" |
expresses the opposite meaning o | as an action that one muit do. | suppose the short abrupt ending of the
9" | form makes this more useful for laying out rulestact, searching around on google comes up withrech of
[RL-R"Mi5F ] or "do's and don'ts'(XL is an even older form eRZ, which | doubt you'll ever need.)

' Using IR 53] for actions that must not be done ;
Attach XM 597 ] to the action that must not be done
| B 75— ﬁr’)’*‘b\l‘of E
5 Bl) 56 > F5 Mhod E

Same a$ XZ |, you can remove thie3 | for the generic "to do " verlig™5% | only
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Bl) T2R05F - FRNSF

Examples

(1) JSETEHEINLT,
-You must notthrow away trash.

(2) REHEEZENHI NDLT,
-You must nofforget the safety equipment.
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Naw, not even!

Outline

. Expressing the minimum expectation
. Usingl (TT) &Z ] to describe the minimum requirement
. [(T)9 5] - Same a$ (T) S | but different?
. [&5H\] - It's not even worth considering

A OWN P

Expressing the minimum expectation

In this section, we'll learn various ways to expréfg®e minimum expectation. This grammar is not wsedften as
you might think as there are many situations wiaesenpler expression would sound more naturalybutshoul
still become familiar with it.

Using (T)&Xx] to describe the minimum requirement

In English, we might say, "not even close" to shbat not even the minimum expectation has beeniméapanese,
we can express this by attachirg§z | to the object or verb that miserably failed tocteahat one would consider
as a given. Let's see some examples of this withh&&irst. You can also use the same grammar osaiye
sentence to show that that is all you need to medudesired effect.

Examples

(1) BEMNSZTET, MMUIZITERBEAEI T,
- There was so much homework, | didn't even hawe to go to the bathroom.

(2) BEEAHNE, AITHLHESL,
- The least you need is money and you can do argithi

(3) BFHBZEEI>RE=ALD oI,
- | didn't even have money to buy lunch.

For nounonly, you can adi ©1 and usd T&Z | instead of just&Z 1. There are no grammatical differences but it
does sound a bit more emphatic.

(4) FATEAHENIX, HATIZIEEEBATLES,
- If even | can do it, it should be a breeze fon.yo

You can also attachz | to the stem of verbs to express a minimum actorafresult. This is usually followed up
immediately byl 974 | to show that the minimum action was done (or motedin the case of negative).

(56) ERIVEEASATNE, BEARIENFET &

- If you just eat vitamins, your health will be gaateed.

(6) BADBELEZEOSALEITAIE, MREFERLGEVL,
- The problem won't be solved if you don't everoggize your own mistake, you know.

Using I (T) & ] to describe the minimum requirement
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For nouns, attach& | or ['CE & ] to the minimum requirement
f5) F=Z - even me

f5l) FHETEZ - even children

For verbs, change the verb to temand attach & X |

fl) BRE - BREZ

) 7{ - 75 - 17EZ

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

[(C)94 5] - Same as [ (T)Xz ] but different?

[(T)d 5] is avariation of (T)&Z | that means essentially the same thing and isindbé exact same way.
However, it is more obscure and is usually ignaneévor of I (T) &% J. The main reason we are covering it here is
because since it's the samd 4F) & |, it's a cinch to go over. Plus, it's covered i dapanese Language
Proficiency Test (JLPT) level 1 (if you're thinkingtaking that).

Examples

(1) COXRFDFTT ohhbiahot=,
- Even a genius such as myself couldn't solve it.

(2) FAIFERRLIET. . bo2ERBHIETLHEFEATL .
- | was so nervous that | couldn't even take algpéek.

(8) TAIDEFIOMBIENERIE, LV TLEL !
- There are no students that don't even know tke kaniji!

I'(T)9d 51 is used in exactly the same way 44 T) &Z ] and means the same thing to boot

For nouns, attachd™i5 | or [T 5 | to the minimum requirement

f51) F9 5 - Even me

fil) FH# T35 - Even children

For verbs, change the verb to tiemand attach &% |

i) BRNE - BRI

) 17> 1T > 7875

However, it is more common to attach the generimda & | to the verb and just treat the
whole thing as a regular noufie BRX5Z&9 5 and{T{Z & 5)

(347> - It's not even worth considering

| suspect this grammar comes from the adjedtf@eh* | which means to be foolish or stupid. However hiis tase,
you're not making fun of something, rather by ud & %51, you can indicate that something is so ridiculta
it's not even worth considering. In English, we Imigay something like, "Are you kidding? | canlidb my knees
much less do a full split!" In this example, thd &plit is so beyond the person's abilities thataould be foolish to

even consider it.
Examples

(1) BEFEEAHD, VoA EEAFREOHLEK !
- Forget about kaniji, | can't even read hiragana!

(2) #B/EIELM. 20 AFEE>T RN TLE =,

207 of 237 2007/11/05 20:2



Tae Kim's Japanese guide to learning Japanese gramm file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/Administr&bE3%83%8.

- We eventually broke up after going out two monthgh less get married.

(3) RZEREHEAN . BRI BEELLGEM T,
- I didn't even graduate from high school much Edkege.
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| saw the sign

Outline

1. Showing signs of something

2. Showing outward signs of an emotion using 53 |

3. Usingl[EAH Y | to act as if one might do something

4. Usingl &< to indicate an atmosphere of a state

Showing signs of something

In this lesson, we'll learn various expression®iving how to describe people who are expressiegielves
without words. For example, we'll learn how to sapressions in Japanese such as "Huoégd as if they were
saying goodbye," "Hacted disgusted,” and "Shets like she wants to go."

Showing outward signs of an emotion using (~7%3%]

Thel ~ A% ] grammar is used when you want to make an observatiout how someone is feeling. This is simply
an observation based on some type of sign(s). Tdrereyou would not use it for your own emotionsca guessing
about your own emotions is not necessary. This grantan only be used with adjectives so you carthise
grammar to say, "He is acting scared," but you oaeay "He acted surprised," because "to be seqgiris a verb in

Japanese and not an adjective. This grammar icatamonly used with a certain set of adjectiveatesl to

emotions such as# . MLy . MELLM ., or TEY T ALLM.

Examples

For i-adjectives: First remove the trailingL\ | from the i-adjective and then attalch'5 |

Bl) s — WA D

Using I'~#%% | for observing the emotions or feelings of others

For na-adjectives Just attach#3% | to the end of the na-adjective

) BEX - EFEEND

All adjectives that are conjugated with-5%% | become an u-verb

Positive

Negative

Non-Past | tfhih\3

act scared

HRASSERLN

not act scared

Past | {fahiof=

acted scare(# VYA oY i

didn't act scareq

)

(1) BLETEK ! fZibd MLA->THaHD?
- Hurry up and come here. What are you actingrabbarassed for?

(2) BEFHECGREISNDDZEHENDHE1TTY,

- My girlfriend is the type to show dislike towardstting woken up early in the morning.

(3) SLOFHIFT—IVIZAZDZEERELELHD D,

- Our child acts afraid about entering a pool withany reason.
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involves the adjectivesXL L\ ] for things one wants or tHe~7=L\ | conjugatiorfor actions one wants to do, which
is essentially a verb conjugated to an i-adjectligs type of grammar is more suited for thinge lilarration in a
story and is rarely used in this fashion for noro@iversations because of its impersonal styldsérvation. For
casual conversations, it is more common tolu§& &3 1 such as inf AL—&B 1= VTL &S, J. For polite
conversations, it is normal to not make any assiamgtat all or to use thek#a | sentence endingsuch as id AL —
FRAEZWTTD, JorTAL—% BT T &1,

Examples

(1) RIZwotf=b, F</AVAVEEN=A D,
- [He] soon acts like wanting to use computer assts [he] gets home.

(2) HAGAB)TITITED D THAEITE  FADFETITIF AN EIMIFTETHELLY,
- Everybody is acting like they want to go to Itéiyt it's suspicious whether | can go or not gdipgny budget.

() FIENATALDNNVTER LD TNDALEITE ., FARBA BREDIFTHNTLELS !
- My wife was showing signs of wanting a Louis Mait bag but there's no way | can buy somethingthiag!

[~H%] is also used withZ | to indicate a type of person that often feelsréag®e way such abid 3 MLMYE ]
(one who easily feels or acts embarrasse#AY & | (one who easily feels coldpr & AYY E | (one who easily
feels hot).

(3) RFENYELENLIRVYETELT DIFFEM DT,
- I'm the type who easily gets cold and so livingVlinnesota was painful.

Using /370 to act as if one might do something

We just learned how to observe the emotions arthégeof other by using~ 534 1 with adjectives. But what about
verbs? Indeed, there is a separate grammar usegbtess the fact that someone else looks likedhewabout to do
something but actually does not. Similar to treh¥% 1 grammar, this is usually not used in normal evayyd
conversations. | have seen it several times in @okl novels but have yet to hear this grammarconaersation.

For the regular non-past, non-negative verb, yostifitst conjugate the verb to the negative enditg A, 1, which
was coveredhere Then, you just attachi£A Y | to the end of the verb. For all other conjugatiorathing else is
necessary except to just ad&A Y J to the verb. The most common verb used with trasngnar i £5 . Itis
also usually used with tHdZ | target particle attached to the end @AY J.

This grammar is completely different from thig A Y | used to expressmountsand thel [£/\Y | used to express
the proximity of an action
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Using MNEMY | to indicate that one seems to want to do something

For present, non-negative tenseConjugate the verb to tHe4 | negative formand attach
MEMY ]

) &5 —

Ehi

EbhA - EbAlENY

For all other tenses Simply attacH (XY | to the end of the verb
f5l) Ebhliahotz - EbhiEhofzlEnY

Summary of basic conjugations

Positive Negative
Non-Past | EhAalEMY | asifto say EHHENEMNY | asif [she] doesn't sa
Past | Eo7fz[EMY | asif [she] said EhiEhmo1=[EMY | as if [she] didn't say

<
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Examples

(1) R—ILIF@EREEAENYIZ BHA T,
- The ball was expanding as if it was going to expl

(2) THAEERGWDIEEDAIENYICHEZIEREERL T,
- She ignored him as if to say, "You have nothimga with this."

file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/Administr&bE3%83%8.

(3) EBD 7 ATREE DA ZENYIZ, FRGEEEL TS,
- Has a calm face as if [he] didn't say anythingrduthe fight yesterday.

Using [®<] to indicate an atmosphere of a state

By now, you're probably thinking, "Ok, we've dordjextives and verbs. What about nouns?" As a mattiict,
there is a similar grammar that is used usuallynfarns and na-adjectives. It is used to indicaésbmething is
showing the signs of a certain state. Unlikeltheh'% | grammar, there is no action that indicates angthimerely
the atmosphere gives off the impression of theesthist like the previous grammar we learned mghction, this
grammar has a list of commonly used nouns sudizds, [#4%3 1. or [ B2 1. This grammar is used by simply
attachingl &< to the noun or na-adjective. The result then besoaregular u-verb.

...........................................................................................................

Bl) 3 — BD<

Summary of basic conjugations

Using ' < to indicate that one seems to want to do something

Positive Negative
Non-Past| &< | puzzling atmospher% HHMELY | not puzzling atmospher
Past | &L = | puzzled atmospher% HHMIEM-oT= | not puzzled atmospher

Simply attach &< to the noun or na-adjective. The result then besoaregular u-verb.

[¢)

* | suppose the negative tenses are theoreticaligiple but probably not practically.
The most common tense is by the far the past tense.

...........................................................................................................

Examples

(1) FIEARFEY, To0YUO N =ERIZHEOTE S,

- With the leaves starting to change color, theeaime to become quite autumn like.

(2) BAGHDW-EEESNTEH, SFEGERATEGRL,

- Even having that kind of puzzled look done to hregn't explain it very well, you know.

(3) LWDHLEADW=EWAZLIL, AABZEERMALOE DL,
- You'll make everyone dislike you if you keep dgeg with that ironic tone, you know.

For a whole slew of additional real world exampldsck out thégeKai entry It states that the grammar can be used
for adverbs and other parts of speech but nonleeofiimerous examples show this and even assurisipgpssible,
it's probably not practiced in reality.
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Expressions of non-feasibility

Outline

. Advanced expressions of non-feasibility

. Expressing the inability to not do something udings 2% 157450\ |

. Expressing the inability to stop doing somethinmgs$ L %5740V ]
. Expressing what cannot be done with 713% J

A OWN P

Advanced expressions of non-feasibility

We learned how to express feasibility in the sectio thepotential formquite a while ways back. In this section,
we'll learn some advanced and specialized wayggress certain types of feasibility or the lackrédué. Like much
of the grammar in the Advanced Section, the grantoaered here is mostly used for written works eareély used
in regular speech.

Expressing the inability to not do using [~&X%%4572\]

This grammar is used when there's something tsatan't be helped and must be done. It is thetivegzersion of
the grammar wereviously coveredor something that has to be done. It uses thativegof the vertd % J or
"obtain”, to roughly mean that "one cannot obtashdoing of an action". This means that you camttdo something
even if you wanted to. As a result of the use aflde negatives, this grammar carries a slight sstimethat you
really don't want to do it, but you have to becatisan't be helped. Really, the negative connaoiais the only
difference between this grammar and the grammaranvered in thishave to" sectionThat, and the fact that this
grammar is fancier and more advanced.

This grammar uses an archaic negative form of viwdisends il ~ &4 J. It is really not used in modern Japanese
with the exception of this grammar and some exprassuch a§Z &+ X5 ]. The rules for conjugation are the
same as the negative verbs we coverdtimsectionexcept this grammar attaches % | instead. To reiterate, all
you have to do is conjugate the verb to the negdtism and then replace tl %L | with T& % 1. The two exception
verbs ard 9% ] which become$§t &% | andl<5 ] which become§Z& 3 J. Finally, all that's left to be done is to
attachl Z#37zL\ ] to the verb. It is also not uncommon to use hinagastead of the kaniji.

Using I ~ & %% %%\ ] for actions that must be done

e To say that you can't not do something replacd fhe\ | part of the negative verb wifl&
%], then attach 1§70\ ] to the end of the verb.
f5l) BS > BANGL 5> BRED > BRESZEELEL
fBl) 17< > TDVEL - THED - TAEDEELEL

e The two exception verds3 5 | andl<% ] becomd €& %] andl ZX % | respectively.
BN 956> EEDH > EIBEALL
fFsn2) <H—>E5H > IEBEAML

Examples
(1) SOTLENThLUEENL HILLWDEE LI L5V,
- If this TV breaks even more, there's no choicetbibuy a new one.

(2) FoLRIBLTELA. CORBEEBEESAISITNE 5540,
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- | tolerated it all this time but in this situatiol can't not go to the dentist.

(3) LEIDFEZEREKE. ESLTLBIMNHIREE S HEELELKITY .
- Hearing the story from the boss, it seems likari't not go on a business trip overseas no maltat.

Expressing the inability to stop doing something using [t e 2B 720

This grammar is very similar to the one we justiea above except that it uses the Velbt; | to say that one
cannot obtain the stopping of something. Remeniiante normally can't just attach th& | direct object particle
to verbs, so this is really a set expression. likesthe previous grammar we learned, it is usedescribe something
that one is forced to do due to some circumstandes difference here is that this is a completegéywhich can be
used for a general situation that doesn't involwespecific action. In other words, you're not adijuforced todo
something; rather it describes a situation thahotibe helped. If you have already learhébs A3%Ly] or TL &S
HYELN ], this grammar means pretty much the same thing.difference lies in whether you want to say, "Letike
we're stuck” vs "Due to circumstances beyond ouatrod.."

Since this is a set expression, there are reallyrammar points to discuss. You only need to thkephrase and use
it as you would any regular subordinate clause.

Examples
(1) PTLEFELTVBHRICEYFHREAEBNIGE . BT TERBTSL,
- If the paperwork should be late due to uncoraim# circumstance, please make sure to contact us.

(2) CORFEFELOUNMBLNFEAD REDFTRRTEHFLOEENRONSGRNDTOTEELLVIRE
TY,

- This job may be bad but with the recent econatoienturn, it's a situation where nothing can beedon

Expressing what cannot be done with [~123 |

The meaning and usageldizta5 ] is covered pretty well in thigKai entrywith plenty of examples. While much
of this is a repetition of what's written thefép»4a4 | is a ru-verb that is used as a suffix to othebseo express the
fact that something is impossible. By impossible,are not talking so much about physical imposgibsguch as
creating matter out of nothing, but more about wizeinot be accomplished given certain conditions.

[m4a%] is more often used in the negative tensefagaZil | to indicate that there is a possibility that tieebvin
guestion might happen. As the jeKai entry mentidis, is usually in reference to something bad,civlyiou might
express in English as, "there is a risk that..."tleere is a fear that..."

One important thing that the jeKai doesn't mentiohow you would go about using this grammar.ngsdifficult
and you may have already guessed from the exaraptersces that all you need to do is just atfaa 4 | or 'H
137V | to thestemof the verb.

Using I'~Avta4 | for things that cannot be done

¢ To say that something cannot be done ubitiga4 1, change the verb to tlgemand
attachl m™4a.5 |
f5l) RDHE - ROMNNRD
ffl) 46— Lnisd

o M1a%] is the same as a regular ru-verb so you negtid fiv4a7iL V] to say that
something (bad) might happen.
) 7e - EYUNIad - mYMigly
f5l) 5% —> Lniad - Lozl
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Examples
(1) COETEBE2ERODNRET DT, FABRRBERITFELLD,
- Since making a decision here is impossible, $&ttsup a separate meeting again.

(2) COFFETIK BEAFBRNRELNRLZELDT, BEONMIKIEESFEOELET,
- At this rate, there is a possibility that perddnéormation might leak so | request that thisdaalt with promptly.
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Tendencies tend to be that way

Outline

1. Various ways of expressing tendencies

2. Saying something is apt to occur using /% J

3. Describing an ongoing occurrence using 22|

4. Describing a negative tendency uslr@gs UL \h d 3 |

Various ways of expressing tendencies

In this lesson, we will go over various types aigmar that deal with tendencies. Like much of theakced
Section, all the grammar in this lesson are usestlgnm written works and are generally not usedonversational

Japanese.

Saying something is apt to occur using [~23% |

This is arguably the most useful grammar in thisda in terms of practically. By that, | mean fitlatthe only
grammar here that you might actually hear in aleggronversation though again, it is far more cominmoa written

context.

With this grammar, you can say that somethingkiyi to occur by simply attachidgh’% | to the stem of the verb.
While, TH'% | is a suffix, it works in much same way as a nounasadjectiveIn other words, the result becomes a
description of something as being likely. This netrat we can do things like modifying nouns byetingl 73 |

and other things we're used to doing with na-adjest

You can also say that something is pronee¢something by simply attachidgh'% | to the noun.

verb.

) R&— RBRHE
fBl) %56 > EY - BYHEL

¢ To say that something is prone to be somethingchtth% | to the appropriate noun
i) "R - wWRNE

Using '~ %% | as a description of an action apt to occur

¢ To describe an action that's prone to occur ukhi 1, attachl H'5 | to thestemof the

All adjectives that are conjugated with- 5'%5 | become a noun/na-adjective

Positive Negative
Non-Past| 7%Uhs aptto become | TYUMBELwLLY is not apt to become
Past AOY L 2Y ke was apt to BYDMELelEh > was not apt to
o become o become
Lo o o o o e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e m e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e m e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e mm e e m ==
Examples

(1) EERERFENILEEFHEDOVEDL,
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- Filing income taxes is one of those processesoiha is apt to forget.

(2) BN LRIREITH. REYL BOANETITHTY,
- For families that tend to be away from home, eagsrecommended over dogs.

(3) RFFHWIANET, AAEHIDELTLNS,
- Father is prone to illness and everybody is veakri

For more examples, check out th&VWJDIC examples

Describing an ongoing occurrence using [~>]

2] is a verb modifier that can be attached to then steverbs to express an ongoing occurrence. Ththugh
meaning stays essentially the same, there areteglsetwo ways to use this grammar. The firstimiast identical to
thel ~7%£A%5 | grammar You can usé DD | to describe an action that is taking place whilether action is
ongoing. However, there are several major diffeesrimetweeh 2D | andl ~7% A5 J. First, the tone of DD is
very different from that of ~7£A%5 | and you would rarely, if ever, use it for regudaeryday occurences. To go
along with this[ -2 ] is more appropriate for more literary or abstamttons such as those involving emotions or
thoughts. Second,~7&Ah%5 ] is used to describe an auxiliary action that takase while the main action is going
on. However, with 22, both actions have equal weight.

For example, it would sound very strange to sayfdhewing.
(2) TLEZERE DD EB®»F AL ! - (Sounds unnatural)
(1) TLEERLNL, BbeH Ak ! - Don't watch TV while sleeping!

The second way to use this grammar is to expresexistence of a continuing process by usi#igd |, the verb for
existence. Everything is the same as before exbapyou attach#5 1 to 2D | to producd ~2D#%%]. This is
often used in magazine or newspaper articles toritesa certain trend or tide.

Using I'~-2>72] to describe a repetitive occurrence

e To describe an ongoing action usim@ |, attachl 22 | to thestemof the verb.
) R —->R>o>D
) BS - Bl—- BuvoD

e To show the existence of a trend or tide, bgigh | to DD
fBl) 756 ->iY ->QEYDD ->KEYDDIHDL

Examples

(1) BBV TRERTEZHSZA DD, MLUIZAST,
- Went into the bathroom while holding an achingdh&om a hangover.

(2) KIZKLGWEE VDD RAEIFEKEHLTHLY,
- While thinking it's bad for body, haven't exeetisat all recently.

(3) BRERDERIZONT. N\—FTARIDBERFFETFITRELEYDD0H 5,
- With the development of electronic goods, haskdirive capacities are becoming ever larger.

(4) SOBATEH. REERCENFINEVIERBITNENLDDH L,
- In today's Japan, hiring practices like life-tiemaployment and age-based ranking are tendingetaklaown.

For more examples, check out th&VWJDIC examples
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Describing a negative tendency using X5\ 2355 ]

rE50\A 8% 51 is a fixed expression used to describe a bad teyder habit. | suspect thB& 50 | heremight
have something to do with the word for hatefufL > |. However, unlikd 8L\ |, which is a na-adjective, tH&& 5
LV in this grammar functions as a noun. This is naldm by the fact that theh® | particle comes right aftéi= 5
L)1, which is not allowed for adjectives. The restlef phrase is simply expressing the fact that dgative
tendency exists.

Using FE50LvAY3 A 1 to describe a negative tendency

inanimate objects.

Bl) REFEDELLDHD,

e ThelZ50V] in this grammar functions as a noli#5 | is simply the existence verb for

Examples

(1) ZLOKRZFEF. WHYIATYTYET. BEEOLLBNELLDH D,
- A lot of college students have a bad tendenayobdidoing their homework until just barely it's diege.

(2) A—T1V T PFELGRAREF . bOALLIEZRFF 2 AVMERET R BT AMNERDEC LD H 5,
- Developers that like coding have a bad tendenayeglect proper documents and adequate testing.
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Very Volatile Volitional

Outline

More Advanced Volitional Forms

Negative Volitional

Using the volitional to express a lack of relation
Usingl T#&H 5751 to express likelihood

Usingl A %75 | to express volition fof L\ | endings

arONE

More Advanced Volitional Forms

We learned in a previous lesson that\ihgtional formis used when one is set out to do something.isnséction,
we're going to cover some other ways in which thidignal form is used, most notably, the negatraétional form.

Negative Volitional

You may have seen the negative volitional form reeb conjugation table and wondered, "What th& liethat
used for?" Well the answer is not much, or to putdre accurately, there are various ways it candeel but almost
all of them are extremely stiff, formal, and seldoged. In fact, it's so rare that | only foumte explanatioin
English on the web or anywhere else. (I also falmlonein Japanese.)

The negative volitional is used to express negatitention. This means that there is a will for stning tonot
happen or that someone is set outdbdo something. As a result, because one is tryatgado something, it's
probably not going to happen. Essentially, it iseey stiff and formal version dfCL &5 andl =55 J. While this
form is practically never used in daily conversasioyou might still hear it in movies, etc.

Verbs are conjugated to the negative volitionasioyply attachind &L\ to the verb. Another alternative is to
attachl &L V] to the stem. The conjugation for the negativetiasial is quite different from those we are used to
because it is always the last conjugation to appgn for the masu-form. There is no way to conjef@L ] to the
masu-form, you simply attadl&L" ] to the masu-form conjugation.

Using F'&EL\ ] to express a will to not do something

e Attachl &L V] to the end of the verb
) Rd—-R5F
) 17< - 7<EN
¢ You can also adfiZFEL ] to the stem
) 94— LEWL
i) RBhs — BHEL
e This conjugation must always come last. For masmfattachl &L\ | to the masu-form
verb.

Bl) 5o ->BY > BYFET - BYFEFTEL

Examples

(1) HEFERIDFEAN, EOFHEICIFETEL,
- Your opponent is a master of the sword. | doutt gan win so easily.
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(2) BAGEBRERGFRITZDETEN!
- | won't approve of such an unreasonable method

We already learned that you could use the volifiéoran to say "let's"andto express an attempt do somethiBgt
that doesn't mean you can use the negative vditiimnsay "let's not" or "try not to". The tonethfs grammar is one
of very strong determination to not do somethirsgy@u can see in the following examples.

(1) ZOBFETIERLTRIZESIEVEDITRH TV,
- Until that time, | had decided in my heart to nzget him by any means.

(2) HOANIF. ZELEEZ O(ENEEST=DTY,
- That person had sworn to never lie again.

In order to express "let's not", you can use thibJeo$ 5 | with the regular volitional. In order to expressedfort
to not do something, you can Us€3(Z9 % ] with the negative verb.

(1) BABIZIDZEDCHED,
- Let's not go tomorrow. (lit: Let's quit going tomow.)

(2) RZEBAGNESIZLTLS,
- Trying not to eat meat.

Using the volitional to express a lack of relation

We will now learn a grammar that's actually pragitior everyday use using the negative volitioraingmar.
Basically, we can use both volitional and negatotktional forms to say it doesn't matter whethemething is going
to happen or not. This is done by attachihdJ to both the volitional and the negative volitiofiaim of the verb
that doesn't matter.

Using the volitional to express a lack of relation

) REd—-RES.RED - BREINRFLD

e Attachl %] to the volitional and negative volitional form thie verb.
fil) BRE > BREI.BRIEL 5 BRIINEBRDHFEL

Examples

(1) HWDIHAKRZIZALINADLEND, EEFBEFRENK,
- Whether that guy is going to college or not,asmothing to do with me.

(2) BEINHLINHHLEVDBEIZEHELHLHELY,
- Whether there is time or not, there's nothingddut make it on time.

(8) REDIAINRIFRAT, TATSLEZTLEINLENDS R—=DCFERDLEITTRETSH5LLY,
- The viruses lately have been strong and whetbieryn a program or not, | hear it will spread jogtiooking at the

page.

Using THA5] to express likelihood

We already found out that the negative volitioreat e used as kind of a formal versiod @L &5 ] andl /=53 ..
You may wonder, how would you do the same thingliervolitional? The answer is to conjugate théoVep 5 |
from theformal state of beinfy Td 4 ] to the volitional to produceT# A5 1. Remembef TL &3 | can already be
used as a polite form, so this form is even a abegye that in formality. We'll see what kind of dmiage uses this
form in the examples.
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Using I'Gd 55 | to express likelihood

e Attachl Td A5 to the noun, adjective, or verb.
f5l) Rt > R THSHD
) %6 >9FBHTHAD

Examples

(1) SH&50FE, AHAEE T A2 THAOMRBICEEMNMEE>T, BoFREEINYDD ED/I/N\INR
DEELEDDFVAEZEZTLY, (from www.jkokuryo.con)

- I would like to directly approach problems thanfans havékely encountethe next 50 years and while measuring
solutions, take that knowledge and think about ages that will become the next industry.

(2) ¥LAHAERBBLORE. FROFREIEHLETHLON BEHOHES OHANI—RADBFELET
BRICELELEENRDLNTLSILT THS, (fromwwwil.normanet.ne.jp

- Of course, new educational facilities willely be difficult with this period of decreasing student populaban
with reorganizations of subjects and courses wishipjects, there is supposed to be demand formefiofor this
period.

Using [7)>45] as volitional for [\ ] endings

We learned in théesson about formal grammtrat! TI&ZzL Y] was the negative dfC#H % 1. So how would we say
something likd T#& 573 but for the negative tense? The answer is to esanother type of volitional for negative
tenses and i-adjectives used only in formal armddity contexts. You can think of this grammar aery
old-fashioned version for i-adjectives and negativel endings.

The conjugation rule is simple: remove the ldst] and attach A %3 ]. You can use it for negative tenses and
i-adjectives just like thé/m 7= ] past conjugation form.

Using I'm™%3 | to express volition forl Ly ] endings

e Drop the lasf L] and attach /M55 |
f5l) TIEGEL > TEGENAD
) Bl BhiaS

Examples

(1) EALGERTERYMCIRET ST TRLENMBUVDELSIBD TIELEN A, (from www.kojii.net)
- It's not necessarily the case that sales go stpbjuselling any type of product on the net.

(2) EFEWBROIDNENLIMNENLIN BERIZODWLELSDEFEDYEE A,
- Whether you start exercising early or late, thet that it's good for you health doesn't change.

(3) KBTHAIMN, EMH50, COHEFETIKERELAL,
- Whether it's a holiday or not, it looks like e&sn't matter for this job.
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It's all covered here

Outline

. Special Expressions for Coverings
. Usingl' 7255171 when an object is riddled everywhere with someghin
. Usingl &#& M ] to describe a covering
. I9°<& ] to express entirety

A OWN P

Special Expressions for Coverings

This is a short lesson to cover several speciakzgaessions that describe the state of being edvsy something.
Mostly, we will focus on the differences betwdgdis 11, TEH4 ] andl <& 1.

Using 725617 when an object is riddled everywhere with something

[f2i517 ] is usually used when something is riddled everyahke generally carries a negative connotationaAs
result, you'll often sekf=5(F 1 used with expressions liIKkEEZ 12517 ], TT2=5I11 ], or 2125171, There is no
conjugation rule to cover here, all you need tasdattachl 72157 | to the noun that is just all over the place. You
should treat the result just like you would a reguioun.

Using lN'Z517 ] to describe the state of being riddled everywherey something
e Attachl7Z511 ] to the noun that is covering the object or place

) FEX — BEZ =517 (riddled with mistakes)
f5) & — #®7-517 (riddled with dust)

Examples

(1) SOFF2LAVMMIFEEAZSITT, @RRITILIZAL,
- This document is just riddled with mistakes andat useful at all.

(2) EFZF2ERBFE-TEL., GlZoTITEo T,
- After using cell phone for 2 years, it becameeared with scratches.

¥ Notice how thd @ ] particle is used to modify sindé=i5 7+ functions like a noun.
(3) ZOEENITODTLEEBLAERNTMAEL?

- Can you properly dust this TV completely coveiredust?

Using '£%471] to describe a covering

[EHM ] may seem very similar tafZi5 17 | but there are some very important subtle diffeesn€irst, it's only used
for actually physical objects so you can't saydhilike lfdli& 2 F£# 411 like you can withl =511 1. Plus, you can
only use it for things that literally cover the ebjf. In other words, you can't use it to meaneil@t" or "riddled" like
we have done with7Zi5(7 1 So you can use it for things like liquids and dibsit you can't use it for things like
scratches and garbage.
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The grammatical rules are the samé #s5 (7 J.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Using F&#& 1t ] to describe a covering by sticking

o Like =5[], you attacH E# 11| to the noun that is doing covering.
f5) I — I3 A4 (covered in blood)
f5) if — jMFEA4L (covered in oil)
e You can only uséE &M | for physical objects that literally covers the eutij
f5) FE:EZ =& (not a physical object)
f5l) T=FEHH (doesn't actually cover anything)

Examples

(1) WIEHEANITEYENS, EQBEICHERYFEL =,
- While becoming covered in oil, he worked hardixhg the car.

(2) T=2=1FOFESFIT T, TEANIZHEDIDITFEITALY,

- It's pitiful that one gets covered in sweat framning just 1 kilometer.

<% | to express entirety
Thel X&E#4 ] dictionary describes exactly whiag <& | means very well.

ZERABLIVENICETIEBAIFNT, ALSMAET, TNIEHNYTHEIIEERT . TRT...THD, [5F—D
ELbhIF TN E— ITE—DIRE ITHEE—

In other words[ 9 <& 1 describes something that applies to the wholegttfor instance, if we were talking about
the human body, the expression "is [X] from heatb& might be close to wh&® <& | means.

In actuality,l 9°<& | is an expression that is rarely used and usuatly avcolor to describe people completely
dressed in that color. For example, you can se¢ istmaeant by B3 <& DHZEE | inthisEH article

Grammatically,] 9°<& ] works in exactly the same waysld@s$i5 17+ | andl E& 41 1.
Using I'4°< | to describe something that applies to the whole ithg

e Attachl3°<& ] to the noun that applies to the whole thing.

) B - BT <D
Bl LS E - LNWZET D

Examples

(1) B9 <HAKREEFEZ1—XTHEoTUV,
- The organization dressed all in white was onnées last year.

(2) ZOFEHBOFEENTET. BODARLBEIZLES, L\ ZET <D TT K. (from www.de-sire.nét
- A common topic to talk about with girls is abtelie made and one's own body also becomes heliklall good

things.
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And right after this...

Outline

Events that occur right after

Using ' AYE L AV ] to describe the instant something occurred

Usingl %57 %5 4> ] to describe what happened right after

Usingl ZIEA\5 | to describe an event that repeatedly occurs siven a

pPowbdpE

Events that occur right after

In this section, we will be covering some advangetnmmar that describe an action that takes plate aifter
something else has occurred. | suggest you looktbigsection if you are really serious about ctatgly mastering
Japanese, or if you plan to take the level 1 JURare or if you enjoy reading a lot of Japanesedii@re.

Using 738V )] to describe the instant something occurred

The phrasé A B AV ] is used to describe something that happened s@ninsomething else occurred.

It is more common to use the wdrd <’ | with the te-form of the verb to describe the saype of thing buf AAE LY
/M1 has a more instantaneous nuance. In additiorkeulii <" |, which simply means "soon /A& A | has
several distinct characteristics.

First of all, this grammar is used to describe etioa that immediately occurs as a direct resutheffirst verb so it
is unnatural to use this grammar for unrelatedadurally occurring events. For instance, you wowd use it to say,
"It started raining the moment we went out" becadtusas going to rain whether or not you went daitaddition, this
grammar is only used for things that have actuadiurred and therefore always employs the paseté&hss site
gives a very detailed description of the particsilair this grammar.

To use this grammar, you attalch' 2 (VA1 ] to the first verb, then you describe the event biagpened the next
instant. While it's conventional to use the nontpesse (dictionary form) for the first verb, yoancalso use the past
tense. For example, you can say eithears ME LA ] or TS 57=AVE L AV 1. The curious thing about this grammar
is that thel A% particle comes right after the verb. Remember,ganudo thinly with this specific grammatical
phrase.

Using I BB L A ] to describe what happened the instant something oarred

o AttachlAYE L A ] to the non-past or past tense of the verb thabmurred
Bl B - BEINELD
) E> > Eof-—> E-2EMELD
e You can only use this grammar only for events #ratdirectly related.
e You can only use this grammar only for events #watially happened (past tense).
o Refer tothis sitefor more details.

Examples

(1) BEF.BROEEELNEND  BEMSHIFHL -,
- The instant [she] saw the teacher's figure, [stieJaway from the classroom.
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(2) TERTHLIIEEINELD . ODFIZHYRAAT
- The instant [he] said "let's try eating it", eew [it] into his mouth.

() TBERTHKIIEEST=MELD, ODRITHYIAAT
- The instant [he] said "let's try eating it", heew [it] into his mouth.

Using /%X to describe what happened right after

Thel %5 or & 45 (A5ULVAE4) phrase, when appended to a verb, is used to Hedcsbmething that happened
right after that verb. Its meaning is essentialghme a$ A E L A . It is also another type of grammar that is not
really used in regular conversational Japanese.

[% 1 (read here abL VA1) is a fancy Kaniji for "no" used in words likég 5 | and similar td 4~ J. The literal
meaning of this grammar is "whether the action talten or not". In order words, the second actidaken before
you even take the time to determine whether ttst éivent really happened or 1

You can use this grammar by attachirg | or [ 5% 4> to the dictionary form of the first verb that oomd. Since
this grammar is used for events that already hagareed, the second verb is usually in the pasteteHowever, you
can use the dictionary tense to indicate that Yleats happen regularligefer to this sitéo see more examples and
details about this grammar.

Using M7 4% 4> to describe what happened right after

e Attachl4>] or I5F 45| (45U VA 4AD) to the dictionary form of the first verb that oomd
) Rd—->R5©
) R - REH0E®

e This grammar is almost always used for eventsabitally happened (past tense).

e This grammar can be used with the present tensedottarly occurring events.

o Refer tothis sitefor more details.

Examples

(1) FADEZRL P AINEHIELT=,
- [He] tried to say something as soon as he saang.

(2) BEODTFTIVANEZALOEDL, AAENT—EDA~NEYHLT,
- As soon as the announcement to board was audiaeybody started running toward the gate.

Using [ #iX%>5] to describe an event that repeatedly occurs soon after

[Z (XM 5] is yet another grammar that describes an evehhémpens right after another. However, unlike the
expressions we have covered so f&|EH 5 | implies that the events are a recurring patteon.eample, you
would use this grammar to express the fact thagysiuclean and clean your room only for it to diety again soon
after.

Besides this difference, the rules for using thisression are exactly the samd a8F L Ah ] andl & 4> . Just
attachl Z[E£A 5 | to the dictionary form of the first verb that oc@d. The past tense, though rare, also appears to
be acceptable. However, the event that immedidddiyws is usually expressed with the non-pastidiciry form
because this grammar is used for repeated evettsara specific event in the past. You can takmhk atthis site

for more details and examples.
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Using M ZIEXH 5 | to describe an event that repeatedly occurs sooffter

e AttachlZI[EA 5] to the dictionary form of the first verb that oced
Bl) ZL — FmLTEN5
Bl) 95 - FHTlENs

e This grammar implies that the events occur repéated

o Refer tothis sitefor more details.

Sy

Examples

(1) FHDRERT L [ED BN T AL, L53HELHT={1ioT=,
- The child messes up [the room] (repeatedly) as &3 | clean so | already became wanting to give u

(2) BREZTZATIENOBNRTLEID THEBENTELLY,
- Forget (repeatedly) right after | read the tertbeo | can't study.
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Some other stuff

Outline

. Other Grammar

. Using BB LYE 45 to describe something unexpecte
. Usingl ~A T to do two things at one time

. Usingl ~&F<(Z4]) | to describe a final result

o

A OWN P

Other Grammar

Oh my goodness, we've come at last to the endeaftide! Hopefully, you've managed to get a goa@djgiof how
grammar works in Japanese and how to use themmimaaicate your thoughts in the Japanese way. $fittnal
section, we'll be covering some left-over gramrhat t couldn't fit into a larger category. Don'tmyg this won't be
the absolute end as there will be an additionatetizsneous section that will contain all sorts séful information
about other various aspects of the language.

Using B\ &<X°] to describe something unexpected

This is a grammar | learned out of a book and wagrsed to actually hear it used in real life omumber of
occasions. You use this grammar when you thinktbimg, but much to your astonishment, things atgualn out
to be very different. You use it in the same way@s would express any thoughts, by usingghetationl & | and
&5 ]. The only difference is that you uBB L \E %> instead of 23 1. There is no tense IR L E45 ], or rather,
since the results have already went against yqueaations, the original thought is implicitly umsgi®od to be past
tense.

Using N B L& 45 to describe something unforeseen or unexpected

o Attachl UL E45] to the thought using thguotationl & J.
5 f5l) 5> HdE > HAHEENED 5

...........................................................................................................

Examples

(1) BRI IAALTHHEENED, —ABLVEM o7,
- Despite having thought that it must be crowdedesiit was afternoon, (surprisingly) not a singkeson was there.

(2) SOLARMZUFZWERNED KEFIESFHULEZS !
- Thought this restaurant would be cheap but (ssingly) the bill was over 5,000 yen!

Using [~»T%] to do two things at one time

This rather formal and seldom-used grammar is ts@utlicate that two actions were done at the séme The
nuance is a bit difference frohtiA%5 | in that some or all of the time spent on doing aci&on was also used to do
another action as an aside. Rememb&h 5 | is used to describe two exactly concurrent actions

The interesting thing about this grammar is thavet is required. You can just attach it a nounal tne verb "to
do" is inferred. For instance, "while taking a #troan simply be expressed B&t#>/Ti 1. In the case where you
want to employ a different verb, you also havedpgon of attachind AT | to the stem similar to thelz A% |
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usage. In addition, the verb or noun that is ac@miga byl A3 T ] is the main action while the following action is
the one done on the sideefer to this sitéo see more examples and details about this gramma

Using N'~AYT 5] to do two things at one time

e Attachl AT to the noun or verb stem of the main action. seoaf a noun, the verflsg
%1 is inferred.
f5l) #EH - BN TS
f5l) %5 - EY > YL TH

e Refer tothis sitefor more details.

Sy

Examples

(1) BSHToH BANIAZBENIITEFLE,
- While taking a stroll, | also used that time toylzigarettes.

(2) BYEERN OIS, BLEEZESDHYTY,

- While seeing the museum, | plan to also usetthme to buy souvenirs.

Using [~%»1F< (#4]) | to describe a bad result

% (<] is a grammar used to describe a result, usuagjgtive, that came about after a great deal of effére rule
for this grammar is very simple. You modify the ver noun that was carried out witdh (<] and then describe
the final result that came about from that verin@un. Because this grammar is used to describguét feom an
action already completed, it is used with the parsse of the verld.4 (7<] is essentially treated the same as any
noun. In other words, you would need fi® | particle to modify another noun.

[ T<DERT] is another stronger version of this gramniafer to this sitéo see more examples and details about
this grammar.

Using F'~#1F< to describe a final result

o Attachl#(¥<] to the verb or noun created the end re§u | particle is required for
nouns
B) (AL — IFADDHIFL
f5l) Exf- > BZ=H1F<

e Refer tothis sitefor more details.

Examples
The brackets show what is being implied by the gnam

(1) FFZ2HFENTTERAZLEH T MRILTEOA LGN o=,
- [After a great deal of] explaining the circumstas for 2 hours, [in the end], couldn't receiveamsthnding.

(2) FELRBOH T BRFETHIEITLI,
- [After much] consulting with teacher, [in the éndecided on dropping out of school.
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And now for something... completely different

Miscellaneous Topics

Now that we've covered just about every type ofrgnar we'll ever need, it's time to cover some otbkated topics
In this section, we will cover various related tgpthat don't exactly fit into the conventionalrgraar education.
Take a look, you'll likely find things that are yarseful for mastering Japanese.

...........................................................................................................

Lessons covered in this section

e Casual Patterns and Slan@hile it's nearly impossible to cover all théfelient types of
slang in Japanese, this lesson will cover sombeofarger common patterns or themes.

e Kansai Dialect - We will go over some of the fundental differences in grammar and word
endings that are used in Kansai dialect, the seowgt widely used dialect in Japan.

e Various Conjugation Charts - A handy referencehafrts for various conjugations covered
throughout this guide.

...........................................................................................................
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Yo, what up with the slang?

Outline

Casual Patterns and Slang
Basic Principles of Slang
Sentence ordering and particles (or the lack thgreo
UsingC+ A instead off C4%£L Y] to confirm
Usingl D] for T&LVS |

UsingM>TIE] andl o7z Jto show exasperation
Using 4t A,%HM | just about everywhere

Showing contempt for an action with~ %A% |

N R~LDNE

Casual Patterns and Slang

So far, for every grammar we have covered, weaksat over all the casual variations as well. Howegegen
though we have already covered all the casual famumy mastering casual speech in Japanese radfairenore than
just learning the various casual forms. There atmttess numbers of ways in which wordings and pnorations
change as well as differences between male anddespaech. Understanding slang also requires kmgpvanious
vocabulary that is also growing with every new gatien. Many adults would be hard-pressed to undedsthe

kind of slang being used by kids today.

While comprehensively covering slang and relevaiabulary would require a book in and of itselb¢k that
would soon become out of date), I'll instead cammme broad patterns and common phenomenon whithtigast
help you get started in understanding the most comaspects of Japanese slang. There is no partander in the
material presented here and | expect this pageote gontinuously as | find different things to cove

Please note that slang is also heavily influengeld&al dialects. Although all the material presshhere is valid for
the greater Tokyo area, your mileage may vary ddipgron where you are located.

Basic Principles of Slang

In the world of slang, anything goes and rules &pgtly to written Japanese are often broken. Th&t difficult part
is that, of course, you can't just say whateverwant. When you break the rules, you have to bitethle correct
way. Taking what you learned from textbooks or dasa classes and applying it to the real worloiso easy
because it is impossible to teach all the possialgs things can get jumbled up in the spoken laggulaearning
how to speak naturally with all the correct idiossasies and inconsistencies in a language is simgettat requires
practice with real people in real-world situatiolsthis section, we'll look at some common pateand themes that
will at least help you get an idea of where thearigj of slang originates from.

One thing you'll soon realize when you first stafking to Japanese people in real life is thatyrsounds are
slurred together. This is especially true for maldee fact is voices in instructional material sashanguage tapes
often exaggerate the pronunciation of each lett@rder to make aural comprehension easier. lityeabt all the
sounds are pronounced as clearly as it should dhé¢himgs end up sounding different from how it'sti®n on paper.

There is one major driving factor behind the mayooif slang in Japanese. The primary goal of miagtgsis to make
things easier to say. In other words, the goad itluce or simplify the movement of your mouthefhare two
primary ways in which this is accomplished, 1) Bglkimg things shorter or, 2) By slurring the soutaitgether. We
have already seen many examples of the first methold as shortenidgh\£,LAL%zLV] to I'HvE | or preferringl & |
to the longer conditional forms. The second metima#tes things easier to say usually by substitygargs of words
with sounds that fit better with the sounds surding it or by merging two or more sounds togetker. example,
the samd M+ LA 74ELY ] might be pronouncedh L A% LY | sincel LA | requires less movement thelo# J.
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The fundamental goal of slang is to reduce mouth nv@ment

Let's see some more examples of words that getesteat or slurred. Try saying both versions to dgeeafor how
the slang saves space and some calories for youthmo

Examples
(A) CZIE2FELHLIBIADRIZITIS,
(B) ZZOFEALLDSE, FAABITIS,

(A) Fol{  WDETIALEIAT. CICTTRAEL,
(B) 214  WDETIABEZT CICTTALESL,

You'll see that a great deal of slang in Japanesassfrom this single principle of making thingsiea to say. It's

very natural because it's guided by how your moutkes. With a fair amount of practice, you showddable to
naturally pick up shorter, alternative pronunciati@nd incorporate them into your own speech.

Sentence ordering and particles (or the lack thereof)

While written Japanese already has fairly loosesuégarding sentence order, casual spoken Japtakesdt one
step further. A complete sentence requires a viettiiesend of the sentence to complete the thodghirever, we'll
see how this rule is bent in casual conversations.

Conversations are sporadic and chaaotic in any Eggand it's common for people to say the firstghihat pops
into their head without thinking out the whole peogentence.

For example, if you wanted to ask what something, \ttee normal, proper way would be to ds& 414 ? |
However, if the first thing that popped into yowad, "What the?" then it would be more naturakip(4d] | first.
However, sincé fil[£Z 4 ? | doesn't make any sense (Is what that?), Japarepéesimply break it up into what
are essentially two sentence fragments asking "Wnat ({a] ? ), and then following it up with the explanation of
what you were talking abof Z#1 ] in this casg. For the sake of convenience, this is lumped tat looks like
one sentence.

Examples

(A) Fnldfa?
- What is that?

(B) fal&h ?
- What? That. (Two sentences lumped into one)

Sometimes, the first thing that pops into your hedght be main verb. But if the main verb has alseslipped out
of your mouth, you're now left with the rest of tentence without a verb to complete the thoughtohversational
Japanese, it's perfectly acceptable to have theomne first using the same technique we just sataréaking them
into two sentences. The second sentence is incéenpileourse, but that kind of thing is commonhia speech of
any language.

(1) Bfz=?2 HDOA?
- Did you see? That guy?

(2) 3BRNE?HBAEST-7AX,
- You ate it already? The ice cream | bought yelster

Using [Cx A | instead of [UCx72\ ] to confirm
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F'C4 A is an abbreviation dfC47EL Y 1, the negative conjugation for nouns and na-adjestiHowever, this only
applies to L+74£Ly | used in the following fashion.

(1) B3) == =ho, BEIEKEATHIALLEL?
-Because he’s a salaryman, doesn’t he do a lotartine?

The important thing to note about the example alimteatl C+7zL\ | here is actually confirming the positive. In
fact, a closer translation is, “Because he’s argalan, heprobably does lot of overtime.” But it’s still a question so
there’s a slight nuance that you are seeking amation even though you are relatively sure.

F'C4 A is a shorter slang for expressing the same typleirg except it doesn’t even bother to ask a Goeso
confirm. It's completely affirmative in tone.

In fact, the closest equivalent @A 1 is TC7%i0Y | used in the following fashion.

(2) £H. LLLBEL,
- Well, it's probably fine (don’t you think?).

This type of expression is tlaly case where you can attaldi+ %L\ ] directly to i-adjectives and verbs. Once you
actually hear this expression in real life, yos#le that it has a distinct pronunciation thatffedgént from simply
using the negative. Plus, you have to realizetthiattype ofl L4740\ | sounds rather mature and feminine, unlike
['C4 A, which is gender-neutral.

Like the above, specialized usel@i+7%iL\ |, you can also attadHC+ A | directly to verbs and i-adjectives as well
as the usual nouns and na-adjectives. Becauseislarsgally created to make things easier, it'ssuoprising that
the rules for usingC4As | are so lax and easy.

Summary

¢ Though derived fromiC47%iL ], TC4 Al ] is always used to confirm the positive.
e |t can be attached to the end of any sentencediegarof whether it ends in a noun,
adjective, verb, or adverb.

Finally, let's get to the examples. Hopefully, ycan see thdtC# A/ ] is basically saying something along the lines
of, “See, I'm right, aren’t I?”

Examples

(1) F5. P2 EYLR—FEENGENEZH L0 A,
-See, as | thought, you have to write the report.

(2) HLLVELDSIITEBATHLL LA,
-Since there’s nobody, it's probably fine to chahgee.

(A) = LEIL. ZZIZLVE ? - Is Takashi here?
(B) &N57%00Y, - Dunno.
(A) B2 ! ¥o(X, LVBL»A ! - Ahl See, he is here!

There's also another variation, which attacheqjtiestion marker as well. The meaning is mostlystmae but it
adds more to the questioning, confirming tone.

(A) BRDIELIZHSH T hidH b LA b, - There's a karaoke place near the station, right?
(B) DA, - Yeah.
(A) HEFZDT T, - It's right next to there.
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Using '] for L)

As we learned in theefining and describingection,[ L5 | serves many more functions than the equivalentiging
verb, "to say". It is used all the time and therefdt's not too surprising that a number of vioiaé and slang have
developed. Here's one more that | felt was tomgtato cover so early at that point of the guide.

This may sound hard to believe but if you reallyr $l&0L5 | together, it becomes something resemblimy). Or
least, that's what somebody thought when he obsban replacin§&Ly3 1 with 2] or in some caseD3 .

Now, in my opinion2] is a lot harder to say thdeLY5 | so using it like a native might take a bit of piiee.
Rather than making things easier to say, as idlysha case, the real purpose of this substituisoio sound rougher
becausé D | has a harder, hissing sound. This is ideal fommfoi're pissed or for that young and rough image
you've always wanted. As you might expect, thietgpspeech is usually used by males or very tdeigiales

Examples

(1) DO RATERIAZIICTLVADEK !
-Or rather, why are you here?!

(2) BETEHEANGZODOOTADIZ, #AEBPLAET—RLIZLDfzBLLY,
-Although he's saying he doesn't have time duetodwork, | hear he went on a date with Miki-chan.

(3) BHBIFRERIZZ ., Do TH, RIXLTHELEAI%,
-Yo, tomorrow's the test. Even if | say that, yoolably didn't study anyway, huh?

(4) =D ESAED50 !
-Like | said, you're wrong!

If you want even more emphasis, you can even aitdadl [ 2 |. This usually means you are really at the brink of
your patience

(4) 25 BOATE>2050 !
-Like | said, you're wrong!

Using (> TiX¥] and -7z5 to show exasperation

[>TIL]1 andl o7=5 1 is yet another type of abbreviation farL ‘5 | similar tol 5T as discussed in thefining
and describingection. In this case, it's an abbreviation ofdtweditional form ofl &L\5 |, which isl &L Z (£ and
r&Lyo7z5 . By using this abbreviation, you are essentialyirsy something along the lines of, "If | told yooce, |
told you a million times!" You can use this expiieaswhen you tired of repeating yourself or when yoe
exasperated with somebody for not listening to you.

Examples

1) £317<o T !
-1 told you I'm going already!

2) Hlgt=o1=6. LWDEBENDATEL D,
-You're always forgetting.

Using [72A7>] just about everywhere

By now, you're probably aware tHde] | can be either read &%:1Z 1 or ['% A/ 1 depending on what comes after it
such ad fa[ & | (%£IZ0LVA) versud Al A I (7R AIZA)). In the case offal Ay ], while [%E(ZhV] is the correct reading, it
is often contracted to justzAshN | in casual speech.

(A) IZIZHBRD?
-Eat something?
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(B) TANBRE?
-Eat something?

However,[1£ A,H | also has a function similar to the word "like"English. By "like", I'm not talking about the
actual word but the kind that has no meaning antespeople use just about anywhere in the sent&nodarly, 73
AsHM] can also be used as a filler without any actuanimg. For instance, take a look at the exampleviel

1) SHEI CAMILLANE,
-l guess he's like busy today.

While Iz A,hV ] is a shorter version oF&IZhH ], only T4EA AV ] can be used in this way as a filler.

MY S AL Ao/t LLVAETF-LVE,
-(T%z1ZAN] cannot be used as a filler word.

Let's take a look at a few more examples.

Examples

1) HAMR, BRAE>TEREFLL\W K !
-Like, baths feel really good, huh?

2) BESAD. EANBEBETRLEVATESTEK,
-Mom said she's not coming back until like tomorrow

3) IHANS RTIE FADZELZANKREITITFEMNE?
-Hey like, do you really think that Bob likes sonoely like me?

Showing contempt for an action with 1~<°333

[45A35 1 is a verb suffix used to indicate hatred or comtefor the person doing the action. Unlike the mdghe
slang covered here, this extremely strong langisaget used in normal, everyday conversations. You wilgably
never hear this expression outside of movies, ctimiks, games, and the like. However, it is covérer@ so that
you can understand when it is used in those med

In order to usé ¥°/H%% |, you simply attach it to the stem of the verb.eifthat,l 2435 | conjugated just like a
regular u-verb.

Examples

1) BABRDIZE TR T, Lo, EFTALL?
-Losing to a guy like that. Well, what are you gpio do?

2) PEIM? F-ofzpE &L LA !
-You want to fight? If so, then hurry up and conm¢ o
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