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How to Use the Student Handwriting Worksheets A1

1. Daily or weekly, copy and hand out one worksheet to each student. Tell (show) the students how it relates to the
corresponding pages in Reader Level A, Book 1.

2. Write one of the sentences on the board. Have different students take turns reading the text aloud. Signal when
needed.

3. Have the class stand up to “step-out” the sentence together. (“Stepping-out” the sentence means that you Signal,
sound and “connect”* the word, and then take a step to the right to show the space between each word.) Include
the punctuation marks by physically drawing each mark in the air with your index finger. Just for fun, have the
children think of appropriate sound effects as you draw (i.e. a period — give a click of your tongue; a deep,
strong sound for exclamation mark, etc.). Stepping out sentences physically reminds the child to put spaces
between words when writing.

For the More Experiences Reader: Rather than “stepping-out” the sentences, the children can do this from
their seats. Signal, sound and connect each word, and then make a sideways motion with the hand, from
left to right, to indicate the space between words.

4. Have the students copy the handwriting, using their very best printing, and then color the pictures. Upon com-
pletion, the pages can be sent home for the children to read to their parents and/or siblings.

Variation; Collect the handwriting papers after each exercise. When the entire “a - z” packet has been complet-
ed, copy the existing Zoo-phonics cover and give each student a copy or have the students design their own cov-
er. Bind the packet so that they have a reading book of their best handwriting to share with family and friends.

5. The child who is not quite ready for paper/
pencil work may do “rainbow writing.”
Give her/him some colored pencils to trace
over the letters. Working with the colors
reduces any frustration that might surface
from the difficulty in writing. Give them
lots of opportunities to practice writing in
sand, pudding, salt, flour, etc.

Remember -
Keep It Light and Make It Fun!

* “Connect” means to state the word you have just
Signaled and sounded out.

You connect the letter sounds to form a word.

Zoo-phonics Inc., 995 Morning Star Dr, Ste B.
Sonora, CA 95370 ¢ Tel: 800.622.8104

Fax: 209.288.2430 ¢ e-mail: zoo-info@zoo-phonics.com
©1996 Zoo-phonics Inc. All rights reserved. The purchase of this Student Handwriting Activity entitles
the individual teacher to reproduce copies for his or her classroom use.
The reproduction of any part for an entire school or school system or for commercial use is strictly prohibited.
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e Reader Ae1.

andwriting and read their
ome. Each page can be colored,
4" an alphabet book can be compiled.
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