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A. Subject and Verb

The most basic elements of a Greek sentence are the subject and the verb. These two
elements will be contained in every Greek sentence (though the subject may be imbedded
in the verb, and thus unexpressed). The subject and the verb are put in the following
places on the diagram:

Subject ! Verb

or, for an example in Greek,

0 AVOPWTOC ! AOAEL

The horizontal line that the subject and verb are sitting on is called the base line. In this
example, you can also see that the subject is separated by a vertical line that runs through
the base line. This line is called a predicate marker. This marker is used to clearly
separate the subject from the verb.

All of the other elements of the Greek sentence are built around this basic nucleus. Even
when the subject of the verb is left unexpressed (which is quite often), it is generally best
to include it on the diagram for clarity's sake. The diagrammer can either check the
context and find the subject, or can simply put an "X" on the diagram in the place of
where the subject would be. In either case, the supplied subject should be put in
parentheses. For example:

AOAEL.
He is speaking

(X) ! AOAEL or ( ocﬁréc)! AOAEL

In both cases it is clear that the subject is implicit in the verb. This should make your
diagram look neater and should help cut down on possible confusion.

B. Objects and Complements

There are two other elements that will be placed on the base line along with the subject
and verb. These elements are the object and the complement.

The object, or more precisely, the direct object (Wallace, ExSyn, 179-181; Basics, 83), is
placed after the verb on the base line (this is true for direct objects of any case) and is
separated from the verb with a vertical line that runs to the base line but not through it.
This line is called the object marker.

© 2002 Lexel Software, LLC.
All Rights Reserved.



Page 4
An Intermediate Guide to Greek Diagramming

0 AVOPWTOG AOAEL TOV AOYOV.
The man is speaking the word.

0 dvOpwIoC ! AOAEL T0V_AOYOV

The predicate nominative (Wallace, ExSyn, 40-48; Basics, 30-33), one type of
complement, is placed after a linking verb and is separated from it by a line that slants
backward towards the beginning of the sentence. This line also does not run through the
base line. This line is called the complement marker. In this example, the verb is followed
by a predicate adjective, one type of complement (the predicate nominative would also be
diagrammed in this manner).

0 OWVBPWTOG €0TLV LOKAPLOG.
The man is blessed.

0 oWBpwmoC ! £o0TLV LUK OOLOC

The nominative case is the case most often used to designate a complement (both in
predicate nominative constructions with regard to nouns, or in predicate adjective
constructions), though the genitive, dative, and accusative cases all can be in the
predicate. The predicate genitive (Wallace, ExSyn, 102; Basics, 54) is found after a
genitive case participle and is making an assertion about another genitive substantive.
The predicate dative (Wallace, ExSyn, 152) is found after a dative case participle and is
making an assertion about another dative case noun. The predicate accusative (Wallace,
ExSyn, 190-192; Basics, 86-7) is found either after an accusative case participle or after
an infinitive and is making an assertion about another accusative case noun. In all of the
above cases, the verb will have some stative lexical nuance (such as €iut, yivouou, etc.),
as is the case with all complement constructions.

fi8etoay Tov Xprotov avtov etvon (Luke 4:41)
they knew that he was the Christ

X) | NSOV

C. Double Accusative Constructions

Two other constructions that occur fairly frequently need to be noted. These
constructions are the double accusatives of object-complement and the double
accusatives of person-thing (see Wallace, ExSyn, 181-9; Basics, 83-86). Though they are
both double accusative constructions, they are diagrammed differently.
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The object-complement construction uses both the object marker and complement marker
from above. The object comes first after the verb and is separated from it by the object
marker. The complement comes after the object and is separated from it by the
complement marker.

OVKETL A£yw VU0 doviovg (John 15:15)
no longer do I call you [obj] servants [comp]

X) | AEYW | VUOC SdovAouc
OUKETL

The other double accusative construction, the person-thing construction, is diagrammed
in a similar way, but with one significant change. Like before, the first direct object will
come immediately after the verb and be separated with the object marker. The second
object, the "thing" in the person-thing construction will come after the first object and be
separated from it by two vertical lines that come down to the base line. This is called the
double accusative marker.

gxevog vuog didaket mavto (John 14:26)
he will teach you [p] all things [th]

D. Other Uses of Nominatives and Accusatives

Most occurrences of nominative or accusative case nouns function as was described
above, though this is not always the case.

Sometimes the nominative case (Wallace, ExSyn, 64) and accusative case (Wallace,
ExSyn, 201-3; Basics, 90-1) are used to express time. This occurs infrequently with the
nominative case, though the accusative for time is not particularly rare. In both cases (this
applies to genitive (Wallace, ExSyn, 122-4; Basics, 60) and dative (Wallace, ExSyn, 155-
7; Basics, 72) nouns that express time as well) the noun is diagrammed on a left-slant
terrace below the verb, participle, or infinitive it modifies.

© 2002 Lexel Software, LLC.
All Rights Reserved.



Page 6
An Intermediate Guide to Greek Diagramming

QVETPON UTVOG TPELG EV TQ OLKW TOD TTOTPOG
[Moses] was raised for three months in his father's house

(X) ! avetpodn
unvoig
TPELG

¢v |

700 TTOTPOG

Adverbial accusatives are to be diagrammed under the verbal element in their clause
since they are adverbial in nature. The accusative of manner (Wallace, ExSyn, 200-1;
Basics, 89-90), accusative of measure (Wallace, ExSyn, 201-3; Basics, 90), accusative of
respect/reference(Wallace, ExSyn, 203-4; Basics, 91-2), and the accusative in oaths
(Wallace, ExSyn, 204-5) are all examples of adverbial accusatives.

Accusatives of retained object (Wallace, ExSyn,197; Basics, 88) and cognate accusatives
(Wallace, ExSyn, 189-90) are to be diagrammed like direct objects, after the object
marker following the verb.

Often accusative case nouns will function as subjects of infinitives. See the section on
infinitives to see how these are diagrammed.

Nominatives of exclamation (Wallace, ExSyn, 59-60; Basics, 36-7) are to be diagrammed
separately, with no explicit grammatical connection to the material around it.

"Q Babog TAOUTOL Kot codtog Kol Yvwoews Bgod (Rom 11:33)
Oh the depth both of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God!

Nominatives of appellation (Wallace, ExSyn, 61) are titular nouns in the nominative case
which function in the sentence as if they were another case. When diagramming, put
these in the place they would normally be in if they were the other case. In the following
instance both di8aoxorog and kvplog would normally be in the accusative case, so they
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are to be diagrammed in the place they would have been if they were in the accusative
case.

VUELG QWVELTE UE O Sdookarog kol 0 kvprog (John 13:13)
you call me Teacher and Lord

|
|
|
dugie_| dwVELTE | ue ” ol
|
|
|
|
|

Nominatives in proverbial expressions (Wallace, ExSyn, 54-5) do not conform to any
particular diagramming pattern. When approaching these constructions it is necessary to
diagram these in light of their particular contextual considerations.

E. Adverbs and Attributive Adjectives

Adverbs and attributive adjectives are all diagrammed below the base line on a left-slant
terrace under the element that they modify. Adjectives will also appear on the base line
when they are predicate adjectives or when they are the complements in an object
complement construction.

Adverbs are generally diagrammed directly under a verbal element in a sentence (this
could be either a finite verb, participle or infinitive). For example:

The man speaks clearly.
0 AvOPWTOC AOAEL GavEPOG.

c ’/ve
oLVEPD

Adjectives are diagrammed in a similar way. For example:

0 GyaOC Gy YENOC EAVGEV TOV OLKOV.
The good angel destroyed the house.

0 aryyeAog | EAVOEV TOV_OLKOV
oyo®oc
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F. Prepositional Phrases

Prepositional phrases, like adverbs and attributive adjectives, are diagrammed below the
word they modify on a left-slant terrace. In addition there is an object marker placed
between the prepositional phrase and the object of the preposition (like direct objects are
separated from their verbs).

aVTog Bomtiogt VUOG £V TTvevpatt oylw. (Mark 1:8)
he shall baptize you with the Holy Spirit.

o0TOC | Bartioet | VUOC

¢v_ | mveduott
[SRAT0)
G. Genitives and Datives

Most genitives and datives are diagrammed like adverbs and attributive adjectives (the
main exceptions are genitives and datives in simple apposition). They are on a shelf
below the base line and connected to it with a line that slants upwards from the left to the
right. For example:

1OV 80VA0V 1OV apylepewe (Matt 26:51)
the slave of the high priest.

TOV §0VAOV

10D APYLEPEWC

Dative indirect objects (Wallace, ExSyn, 140-2; Basics, 67-8) are also diagrammed under
the verbal element in the base line. It is diagrammed like the genitive above, though the
horizontal line is extended slightly beyond the line that connects it with the base line. For
example:

éBokev TOV AMBOV 0TW.
He threw the stone to him.

X) ! £Boev Tov AlBov
oI

More often than not, a genitive noun will modify a noun and a dative noun will modify
some verbal element. However, this is not always the case, especially with genitive
nouns. They are very often verbal/adverbial in force, so they would be diagrammed
below another verbal element.
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H. Appositional Constructions

When a word is in simple apposition, it is connected to the word to which it is in
apposition by an equal sign (=). This signifies that the appositional noun is making some
assertion about the noun it modifies. All cases occur in appositional constructions.

aVTOC £0TLY M KEYOAN TOD owuoatog, tng ekkinotog (Col 1:18)
he is the head of the body, the church.

. , - .
1OV CWUOTOC = TNG EKKANCIOG

Sometimes whole phrases are set in apposition to a word. In this case the whole phrase is
put in brackets and connected to the word to which it is in apposition by an equal sign.

The above example shows how to diagram words that are in simple apposition to other
words. However, the genitive in apposition (as opposed to the genitive in simple
apposition — Wallace, ExSyn, 94-100; Basics, 52-4) is diagrammed differently, being
diagramed as most genitives, under the element that it modifies.

l. The Article

In general, the article is to be diagrammed immediately before the noun, participle, etc.
that it is modifying. There are, however, some special notes that need to be made about
diagramming the article.

In some attributive constructions the article is to be put before the noun and in some it is
to be put before the adjective (this is for obvious reasons not an issue for predicate
position adjectives since they will never have an article). This is how the different
attributive constructions should be worked out: The article in first attributive position
constructions is to be diagrammed with the noun. In this case, it is most proper to see the
adjective as placed between the article and the noun rather than to see the adjective itself
as having an article. The articles in the second attributive position are to be placed before
both noun and adjective, since each have their own. the article in third attributive position
constructions is to be placed only with the adjective, since the article comes after the
noun.

First Attributive Second Attributive Third Attributive
0 aWvBpwIog 0 aWvBpwmog ovBpWIOC
oyafoc 0 oryaBdc 0 oyo®oc
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Note must also be taken of instances (which are very common) where one article governs
two nouns, adjectives, participles, etc. In these instances, the article is placed on the
diagram before the branching of the various elements occurs.

0 Be0g KoL TOTNP TOV KVPLov MUMV Incod Xpiotov
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ

When the article is used as a pronoun, it is generally to be diagrammed like any other
noun, according to its function in the sentence. When the article is used as a pronoun, it is
always in the nominative case and will function as the subject of a verb, so diagram it just
as a normal nominative case noun would be diagrammed.

The article is sometimes used with the force of relative pronoun, being translated as such
in English (ExSyn, 213-215; Basics, 96). However, when diagrammed, they are
diagrammed more like appositional constructions as in the following diagram.

gVPEOM £V VT, UM EYWV EUTV SLKOLOGVYTV TNV €K VOLLOU OAAGL TNV S0 TLOTEWG
Xprotov. (Phil 3:9)

[that] I might be found in him, not by having a righteousness of my own which
[is] from the law, but which [is] through the faithfulness of Christ.

4@)—‘7 dikonoovvny = tnv
ev | ot®

|

| 5 > ,

! EUNY €K | vouou
|

|

EXWV SO

un

K ’ = v

S | TOTEWC

Xp1o100

The article is sometimes used to substantize (make another part of speech act like a noun)
another part of speech (ExSyn, 231-238; Basics, 103-106). The article will determine the
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"case" of the newly substantized part of speech and it is to be diagrammed according to
case function.

VUELG €K TV KOTW £0TE, £YW €K TV Avw gt (John 8:23)
you are from the [places] below; I am from the [places] above

VUELC ! £01€ TOV KOTW

¢ |

EYW | el TV VW

¢ |

J. Pronouns

Pronouns in general are diagrammed no differently than regular nouns. Determine case
usage and place the pronoun in the appropriate place.

Interrogative pronouns, however, do require special attention. The most common
interrogative pronoun is tig, and it can be used substantivally or adverbially. When
dealing with a substantival usage, use its case to help determine its function in the
sentence. Also note that in stative/equative sentences, when the pronoun is either the
subject or predicate nominative, the pronoun is to be diagrammed as the predicate
nominative. When ti¢ functions adverbially, it is the neuter form tt that is used and it is
to be diagrammed like a regular adverb, under the verbal element in the clause on a left-
slant terrace.

K. Relative Clauses

Relative clauses (ExSyn, 335-345; Basics, 149-153) are diagrammed according to the
same rules that govern the diagramming of any independent or dependent clause.
Subjects, verbs, direct objects, etc., go in the same place as they do in regular clauses.
What differentiates the diagramming of the relative clause is that it contains a relative
pronoun that will have its own function as a subject or object, etc., in its clause. The
relative pronoun is connected to its antecedent in the main clause by a dotted line.

© 2002 Lexel Software, LLC.
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OV YOp OMECTEIAEY O B0 To priuortar ToD B€0b Aakel. (John 3:34)
For the one whom God sent speaks the words of God.

—yop

X ! Aol | o pruoror

o 700 B0V

0 Be0c ! QTEGTEIAEV | ov

L. Infinitives

An infinitive can function either in an adverbial fashion or as a substantive. Those that
function adverbially (ExSyn, 590-599; Basics, 256-260) are diagrammed like adverbial
participles, under the verb they modify and connected by a vertical line. However, before
the infinitive, two vertical lines run through the line it sits on. This is the infinitive
marker. An example of an adverbial infinitive can be seen in the following example:

...0DK qABoV korToldoo Tov vouov (Matt 5:17)
I did not come to destroy the law.

X) ! 2280y
oVK

KoToADooL | TOV vOuov

The substantival infinitive (ExSyn, 600-607; Basics, 260-263) is diagrammed like a
substantival participle, except that it has an infinitive marker. Where it will be
diagrammed in the sentence depends on how it is functioning (as a subject, direct object,
etc.). For example, when it functions as a subject it will appear in the subject slot on the
diagram:

© 2002 Lexel Software, LLC.
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£del  oTov digpyeobou Sio g Towoptog (John 4:4)
For him to pass through Samaria was necessary.

Infinitives of indirect discourse are diagrammed in a similar manner (though they will
always be in the direct object position).

As can also be seen in the above example, an accusative case noun will often be found
functioning as the subject of an infinitive . In these cases, place the accusative subject
before the infinitive marker on the diagram.

Epexegetical infinitives (ExSyn, 607; Basics, 263) are diagrammed similar to adverbial
infinitives, except they will modify and so then be placed under a noun.

gyw Bpwowv €xw doryelv (John 4:32)
I have food to eat.

. . 306
Infinitives will often occur with governing prepositions. In such cases the infinitive is

always articular. In such cases diagram the infinitive as the object of the preposition with
the article grouped with the infinitive.

£1c | /;

Some conjunctions, such as wg or wote, will function together with an infinitive. In these
cases diagram the conjunction on a vertical terrace, followed by the infinitive marker,
followed by the infinitive itself on a standard.

ESWKEV OUTOLG EEOVOLAY TIVEVHOLTWV OKOOOPTWY WOTE EKBOALELY ODTOL KO
Bepamevely TOOOW vOoOV Kol Taloav mooktoy  (Matt 10:1)
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He gave to them authority over unclean spirits to cast them out and to heal every
kind of disease and every kind of sickness.

(X) | £8LWKEV gfovoiav
oOTOLC TVELLOLTWV
oKOBUPTWY

exBoAreLy o0 TO

T

[}

[}

[}

[}

|

Ko ,
)\ , vOoOV
WOTe H ! /i ; OO0V

[} [}

[} P I\

! BepaumteverLy | Kot
[}
|
[}
[} ’
| LOAOKLOV

TGOV
Participles

The participle, being a very versatile part of speech, is diagrammed a number of different

ways.

Adjectival participles in the attributive position (ExSyn, 617-619; Basics, 269-270) are
diagrammed below the base line under the substantive that they modify. The participle's
line is connected to the base line by a vertical line.

70 V3wp 10 LWV (John 4:11)
the living water

__T0 V8wp

10 LWV

Adjectival participles that are in the predicate position (ExSyn, 618-619; Basics, 270) are
diagrammed on a standard on the base line in the position that a regular adjective in the
predicate position would normally be placed.
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v 0 Aoyog tov Bgov (Heb 4:12)
the word of God is living

Lov
0 AOYOC ! (X)

700 Be00

Adverbial participles (ExSyn, 622-640;Basics, 272-279) are diagrammed like the
attributive adjectival participle above, except they will be connected to a verb. Attendant
circumstance and redundant (pleonastic)' participles are diagrammed similarly.

E0LVTOV €KEVWOEY Loponv dovdov AoBwv (Phil 2:7)
he emptied himself by taking on the form of a servant.

(X) | éxévwoev | gontov
AoBwv 0pONV
3000V

Both complementary participles (ExSyn, 646) and periphrastic participles (ExSyn, 647-
649; Basics, 281-282) are to be diagrammed on the baseline with the verb with which
they work in conjunction.

0 [Tetpog €meuevev kpovwv (Acts 12:16)
Peter kept on knocking.

o [Tétpog | EMEUEVEV KPOVWV
I

Substantival participles (ExSyn, 619-621; Basics, 270-271) are diagrammed somewhat
differently. These participles and all their modifiers are put on a standard above the place
that the participle would stand on the base line. For example, when the substantival
participle is functioning as the subject of the sentence, it is put on a standard above the
subject position on the base line. For example:

! Instances of direct and indirect discourse often occur in sentences with redundant participles. The
discourse can be put on a standard either to the right of the main verb as its object or to the right of the
participle as its object.
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Moo ol YoryOVIEC TOVG APTOVG TEVTakioyiitol dvdpeg (Mark 6:44)
those who ate the loves were five thousand men.

ol hoyovTEC | TOVC_OPTOVC

! noov ovOpEC

TMEVTOKLIOYIALOL

However, if the substantival participle is functioning as a regular genitive or dative
substantive, then it is diagrammed on a standard above the place where any typical
genitive would be found. For example:

TOUTO  €0TLV TO BEAnua ToV TEnWavtog ue (John 6:39)
this is the will of the one who sent me.

10010 ! 0TV 70 OeAnuO
100 TEUYOVTO e

If the substantival participle is functioning as the object of a preposition, then the
standard will stand in the place where a normal object of a preposition would stand. If the
substantival participle is functioning as the direct object, the standard would stand after
the object marker on the base line.

TOV TVEDOL O OLOAOYEL Inoobv Xplotov £v copkl EANAVOOTO £k TOD B0V €0TLV
(1Jn4:2)
every spirit which confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God

TVELUQL ! £0T1Y

ICOAY ¢k | 10D Be0d

[}

[}

[}

[}

[}

[} ) ,

:

[}

[} ) \
0 ! OLLOAOYVEL | Inocovv Xplotov H J; m

Participles that are functioning as independent verbal participles (Wallace, ExSyn, 650-
653; Basics, 283), whether as indicatives or imperatives, are to be diagrammed on a
standard in the position that a verb would normally occupy.
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OTOGTVYODVTEG TO TOVNPOV, KOAAWUEVOL T(M OryoOQ
hate the evil, cleave to the good

GIOOTLYODVIEC | TO ToVNEdV

X) !

KOAAWUEVOL 0 oyodw

(X) !

Conjunctions

Conjunctions are used to connect words. They serve a variety of different functions and
many of these are diagrammed differently.

Some conjunctions coordinate nouns, verbs, participles, whole clauses and other things
(and are appropriately called coordinating conjunctions). There are a number of
conjunctions used in this way, but the most common is kat. Other conjunctions contrast
two clauses, nouns, verbs, etc. For example, 8¢ (usually) and oALc are used in this
manner. When two items are connected, they are joined by a dotted line with the
conjunction being placed on that line. Though these are all coordinating conjunctions,
there are many different semantic categories that are all diagrammed this way. Ascensive
(kot, 8¢, and und¢), connective (ko and 8¢), contrastive (GAAo, TANV, ko, and 8¢), and
disjunctive (1) conjunctions are diagrammed this way.

0VK MABOV KoTadADoo, GAAS. TAnp®oot (Matt 5:17)
I did not come to destroy, but to fulfill [the Law]

X) ! nABov

00K KOTUADGOL

Q.
N SR

S

Q.

x) | (MAfov)

” TANPOCOL

Some conjunctions function adverbially and usually introduce subordinate clauses
(subordinating conjunctions). There are several different semantic categories of
subordinating conjunctions, including explanatory, causal, conditional, comparative,
local, purpose, result, and temporal.
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TOTO AEYW vor Vuelg owdnte (John 5:34)
I say these things in order that you might be saved.

X) | AEYW 00T

o

VUELG | cwdnte

Other conjunctions can function substantivally. Both 0tt and vo. are used commonly in
this manner. In the cases where the conjunction is functioning as a content conjunction,
the clause will take the place of a substantive somewhere in the sentence.

€180TEC OTL OO KVPLOV AMOANUWEGHE TNV OVTOOS00LY TTG KATPOVOULOLC.
(Col 3:24)
knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance.

omoANuyecHe TNV _OVIOmOd0G1Y
. ) _

01l

£1801eC | )\

Sometimes these conjunctions can function epexegetically (adjectivally). In such cases
the conjunction and clause that follows is diagrammed directly below the noun or
adjective that is being modified.

0V 1KavOg €1t vor VIO TNV 0TEYNY pov e1eAdNg (Luke 7:6)
I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof.

X) | L ovoC

oV :
v

X) | £L0EA0NC
Vo | v o1évny

Uwov

Sometimes conjunctions are paired together and express a special meaning and are called
correlative conjunctions. There are many different pairings, like pév...8¢ (on the one
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hand...on the other hand), kot...xot (both...and) and unte...unte (neither...nor), though
the most common is the pév...8¢ construction.

"Twavvng uev éamtioev V8T, VUELS Se BomtioBNoeche €v Tvevuatt orylw (Acts
11:16)

On the on hand John baptized with water, but on the other hand you will be
baptized with the Holy Spirit.

Iwovvng ! gBomticev

|
L 1St
£v

Some conjunctions function ascensively (kad, 8¢, and und¢) and emphatically (GAAG, odv,
Ye, 81, uevouvvye, uevtot, vo, and vn). These are all diagrammed below the verb of the
clause.

0¢ Y€ TOV 1810V V1OV oVK gdeloato (Rom 8:32)
who indeed did not spare his own Son

oc | £dELCOTO | 0D V100
ve 1310V
ovK

Inferential conjunctions (dpo, yop, 810, 310tt, ovV, ANV, TOLYoPOvV, Towvdv, and wote)
and transitional conjunctions (o0v and 8¢) are diagrammed above the baseline on a shelf
and are connected to the beginning of the base line with a dotted line. Sometimes
prepositional phrases such as 8t Tovto function as inferential conjunctions. In such cases
diagram them accordingly.

100 8¢ 'Incod Xpiotod M yéveoig obtwg My (Matt 1:18)
Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows

5¢
[}
|
| 1 yEveolc nv
1
100 'Incob Xpiotov oVTWC
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O. Grammatically Independent and Other Constructions

Grammatically independent constructions are those that do not have any direct syntactical
connection to the rest of the sentence. They are semantically connected to the idea of the
clause though grammatically they have no connection. There are several different kinds
of grammatically independent constructions.

Pendent nominatives (ExSyn, 51-53; Basics, 34-35) and accusatives (ExSyn, 198) are
grammatically independent. Since pendent constructions are not syntactically related to
the rest of their sentences, they is separated from the sentence in which they occur and
are put in brackets. These bracketed constructions are then connected to the main verb by
a dotted line. The parenthetic nominative is diagrammed in a similar way.

0 VK@V Totow avtov atviov (Rev 3:12)
the one who overcomes, I will make him a pillar

T
|
'——--|: 0 VIKQV :|

Genitive absolute constructions (ExSyn, 654-655; Basics, 284-285), which contain a
genitive participle, are diagrammed similar to the construction above (nominative, dative,
and accusative absolute constructions are diagrammed in a similar manner). When the
construction contains other words, like a subject (which will be in the genitive case as
well) or an object, they are coupled with the participle and not with the rest of the
sentence.

(X)! TONOW | o)TOV oTOAOV

Kol £KTOpeVOUEVOD ODTOD £k TOD 1EpoD AEYEL ODTQ €1C TV HOONTAY aDTOD. ..
(Mark 13:1)
And while he was coming out of the temple, one of His disciples said to him...

Ko

[}

L

5 I ! Agyet
[}

TOV uodntev i TR
[}
a0TOD i

' > ~ > ,
L OUTOV | EKTIOPEVOUEVOD

€K |T0D 1€p0D
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Vocatives (ExSyn, 65-71; Basics, 38-40), including nominative case nouns when they
function as nominatives, are diagrammed above the sentence in which they occur,
generally above the verb, and are connected to the verb with a dotted line. If there are
multiple elements that appear at the beginning of a given diagram (such as several
vocatives, pendent nominatives, or signpost connectives), they can be stacked one on top
of each other above the base line. If the particle @ appears with the vocative, it is to be
diagrammed on the shelf with the vocative, to its left.

20 KT OpYOG, KUPLE, TNV YNV E0EUEMWONC
You, Lord, established the earth in the beginning.

KVPLE
[}
[}
[}
X)) ! £0spueMwooc | Ty yny

ot | Spydic

P. \X/ords of Special Note

There are a number of words that deserve special attention because they have peculiar
rules or sets of rules associated with diagramming them. The following are some of the
more important.

1. 1800, 18¢

These are to be diagrammed like vocatives. Place them on a shelf above the base line
with a dotted line connecting the shelf to the base line.

18e M ovkn MV kornpoow eénpavtot (Mark 11:21)
Behold, the fig tree which you cursed has withered.

3¢
[}
|
[ | eEnpavton
(X) | xornpdow nv
2. Kot

kot most frequently functions as a coordinating conjunction. When two items (whether
they are nouns, verbs, adjectives or whole sentences) are joined by a coordinating
conjunction like ko, the construction branches into two parts with the conjunction being
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placed on a dotted line that runs from the beginning of the upper branch to the beginning
of the bottom branch.

M xopig ko N oAndeia St ' Incov Xpiotov £yéveto (John 1:17)
Grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.

1 YopL
[}
[}
L | oyt
ol |_£veyeto

i o . .
! S, | 'Incod Xpiotod

kot will also function ascensively at times (being translated "even"). In such cases it is to
be diagrammed below the element of the clause that it is modifying.

TO TLVEDUOL TOVTOL EpouVE, Kol To Bodn tob Beov (1 Cor 2:10)
The Spirit searches all things, even the deep things of God

10 Tvevuo. | €pouva | movte, = to Badn
1

Kol
100 Be0v

It can also function with other conjunctions as a correlative. Some of these pairs include
Kod...xot and te...xot. Correlative conjunctions are diagrammed between the two
branches they correlate with dotted lines connecting them to the upper and lower
branches.

mpontiooduedo yop Tovdotovg te kot “EAAVOC TovTog U0 GpopTiow lvot
For we have already charged that both Jews and Greeks are all under sin.

"Tovdoouc

|

[}

L Te R

yop <ol H glvol
(X)! TpoNTICOUEDL i 00 | auaptiov

[}

U EAAvag

OV TOC
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3. tvo. and Ot

1va and 0tt can function in a number of ways. First, vo. can function adverbially to
express purpose and result and can function complementarily. When o1t functions
adverbially it is causal. In these situations, the clause following will be placed on a right-
slant terrace and the va. or 6Tt would be placed on the line connecting the base line and
the terrace below. This can be illustrated with a verse seen before.

ToTo AEYW vo VUEl owdnte (John 5:34)
I say these things in order that you might be saved.

X) | AEYW T

o

VUELC | cwdnrte

They can both also function in a substantival manner. In such cases they cause their
respective clauses to act as a single noun in a sentence. In such cases the clause is to go
on a shelf supported by a standard and the tvo. or 01t is to be placed on the standard. The
position of the clause on the base line depends on its function in the sentence. So then, if
it is functioning as the subject, it is to be placed in the subject position. If it is functioning
as a direct object, it is to be placed after the object marker, and so on. 0tt as a marker of
direct or indirect discourse is diagrammed in this manner.

nKkovodn 0tL &v olkw €otiv (Mark 2:1)
It was heard that he was at home.

X) ! £0TLV

0Tt gv oKW
(X) ! NKoveon | *
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When 1va or 01t clauses are functioning epexegetically, the clause is to be diagrammed
on a right-slant terrace under the noun that it modifies.

0D 1KOWVOG €L VoL DTIO TNV 0TEYNV Hov eloednc (Luke 7:6)
I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof.

X) | £1UL UCOVOC
oV ’
o
X) | E10EAONC
vmo |ty otéyny

Uwov

When a tva clause is functioning imperativally (this is rare) it is to be diagrammed on a
shelf supported by a standard and should be placed in the verb position on the base line.

70 BUYATPLOV OV E0YOTWC EXEL, 1vor EABWIV ETOTC TOC XELPOC OTT Tvar oW1 Kot
{non. (Mark 5:23)

My daughter is near death. Come and place your hands on her in order that she
may be healed and live.

10 BuyoTpldv | £yl
LLOV £0YATOC
£mONg
ixoc
(X) ! TOC YEPOC
ENOWV T

4. €l

gl most commonly functions as the marker of the apodosis in a conditional clause. In such
cases, whether or not the apodosis comes first in the sentence, it will be diagrammed on a

© 2002 Lexel Software, LLC.
All Rights Reserved.



Page 25
An Intermediate Guide to Greek Diagramming

right-slant terrace under the verb of the main protasis. This can be seen in the following
illustration.

€l TPOCWTOANUTTELTE, opoptiow epyaiecde (Jas 2:9)
If you show partiality, you commit sin.

(X) | gpyolecHe
el

(X) | TPOCWIOANUTTTELTE OUOPTIOV

Though this is uncommon, €t can introduce indirect questions. In such cases it is best to
diagram the clause on a shelf supported by a standard, with €t on the standard.

dokuolete oL TVEDUOTOL €1 €K TOV B0V £0TLY, OTL TOAAOL WYEVSOTPOHTTO
gEeAnAvBoioLy €1g Tov koopov (1 Jn 4:1)

Test the spirits (to see) if they are from God, because many false prophets have
gone out into the world.

(X) ! £0TLV

€K | 100 Be0d

£l 0T |
(X)! Sokwalete | 1o mvevuoto ” A yevdompopnron | eCEANANBaOLY

TOAAOL €lc_| 10V xOouUov
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Glossary of Grammatical Terms
Adjective — An adjective is a descriptive word that modifies a noun. Ex. The red house.

Adverb — An adverb is a descriptive word that modifies a verb. Ex. The boy read his
Greek New Testament quickly.

Antecedent — A word that a pronoun is pointing back to in the previous context.

Apodosis — The apodosis is the logical inference of a conditional sentence. Or, in other
words, it is the "then" part of a conditional sentence. Ex. If I go to the store, then I
can buy Greek books.

Apposition — A word that is in apposition is placed after another noun to explain its
meaning. Ex. My friend, Bubba, has Greek letters on his pants.

Asyndeton - Asyndeton is the name given to the joining of two coordinate elements
without a coordinating conjunction.

Clause — A clause is a part of a sentence that contains both a subject and a verb. In Greek
either the subject or the verb are often missing and are implied. In such cases it is
still considered a clause. Clauses can either be independent or dependent.

Coordinate clauses — Coordinate clauses are clauses joined by a coordinating
conjunction.

Coordinating conjunction — A coordinating conjunction joins two equal/parallel
elements in a sentence, whether they be words or whole clauses. Ex. [ want
Tischendorf's Greek New Testament and a pair of pants for Christmas.

Dependent clause — A dependent clause is a clause that is begun by a subordinating
conjunction and cannot stand on its own as a sentence. Ex. [ get a headache when
I read too much Hebrew.

Direct object — A direct object is a noun that is the recipient of the action of a transitive
verb. Ex. I study (study — a transitive verb) my textbook for Greek everyday.

Epexegetical — A word or clause that is epexegetical is functioning like an adjective. Ex.
I wish I had a morphology book to study.

Finite verb — A verb that expresses person and number and so limits the action to a
particular subject. Verbs in the indicative, subjunctive, imperative, and optative
moods are all finite. Participles and infinitives are not.
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Independent clause — An independent clause is a clause that can stand on its own as a
sentence. It will often be joined to other independent clauses or subordinate
clauses. Ex. I get a headache when I read too much Hebrew.

Indirect Object — An indirect object is the thing that the action of the verb was
performed for or to. In English the word "to" is customarily placed before the
noun. This is a very common function of the dative case in Greek. Ex. I brought a
Greek book to my friend as a birthday present.

Infinitives — Infinitives are words that have functions similar to both verbs and nouns. In
English infinitives generally begin with the preposition "to". Ex. | want to buy a
book on textual criticism.

Intransitive verb — A verb that does not take a direct object. Ex. I came to school today.

Linking verb — A verb that makes a connection between the subject and either a
predicate nominative or predicate adjective. The most common linking verb is a
form of "to be". Also called state of being verbs. Ex. I am a hopeful master of the
Greek language.

Objective complement — This is a word that complements, or says something about, an
object in an object-complement construction. Ex. Greek makes me happy.

Predicate nominative — The predicate nominative is a noun in the nominative case that
is joined to its subject by a state of being/linking verb and is saying something
about that subject. Ex. I am a happy student when I am in my Greek classes.

Preposition — A preposition is a word that indicates the relationship between the object
of the preposition and the word the preposition modifies. Ex. My copy of the
Septuagint is under the concordance.

Protasis — The protasis is the conditional statement of a conditional sentence. Or, in other
words, it is the "if" part of a conditional sentence. Ex. If I go to the store, then |
can buy Greek books.

Relative clause — A relative clause is a clause that is governed by a relative pronoun
which and is used to explain, clarify, or add additional information about a noun
in another clause. The noun it is explaining is its antecedent. Ex. The professor

who teaches me Greek is my hero.

Relative pronoun — A relative pronoun is the pronoun of a relative clause. Ex. The
professor who teaches me Greek is my hero.

Semantic — A synonym for the word "meaning".

Signpost connective — This is a type of conjunction that begins a section of discourse.
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Subjective complement — The subjective complement (or, predicate adjective) is an
adjective in the nominative case that is joined to its subject by a state of
being/linking verb and is saying something about that subject. Ex. Greek is great!

Subordinating conjunction — A subordinating conjunction joins a dependent clause to
another clause. Ex. I get a headache when 1 read too much Hebrew.

Substantival — A word is said to be functioning substantivally when it is functioning like
a noun.

Transitive verb — A verb that takes a direct object. Ex. I study my textbook (textbook —
direct object) for Greek everyday
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Absolute constructions...............
Accusative subject of infinitive
Accusatives

Accusative for time...........cccceevvveeveeeeeceeeieeereenen. 5
Accusative in 0aths............cccoeeeeeiiiiiiiiiiciieeeee, 6
Accusative of manner ..... .6

Accusative of Measure. ........coecveveereereeeienieneeeeenne. 6
Accusative of respect or reference............ccccoeuee.. 6
Accusative subject of infinitive ........ See Infinitives
Accusatives of retained object.........ccoevverrereenenen. 6
Cognate accusatives
Pendent accusatives ........ccceceverereneeieeeeniesene 20
Predicate accusatives ........c.ceceevereerieneenieneeniennen. 4
Adjectives ......ceeverueeieniene
Attributive ..
Predicate......
Predicate .......ooeviriinieieicceee e
AQVEIDS ..ot

Appositional constructions...
Genitive in apposition..... .
ATticle, the ..ooouveeieeeeeee e 9
AS @ PIONOUN.....viiiiieiieriieeieete et 10
As a relative Pronoun..........c.eceeeervereeeneenueenieniene 10
AS SUDSANTIZET. ...c.veveneeeiciieiiceeee e 10
In Granville Sharp constructions ..........c..c.cceueuee 10
Base liNe ..o 3
Complement marker ..........cccceevvevereeneneencncnneenne. 4,5
Conditional clauses.........ccccevvereriererienenienenieene 24
Conjunctions.................
Ascensive.... .
CONNECLIVE ....uveveenieeienieeieeiesieete st ere e eee e eneee
CONLASLIVE. ...cveteeiieieiieiceierte et
Coordinating...
COrTelatiVe ..o
DiSJUNCHIVE. ...oeeiieiieeceeee e
Epexegetical ......coeeveiiiiiiniiiieieeee
EXPlanatory ........ccceeeevenienieneiienieeieseeeeeeee
Inferential
Subordinating .........cceceeeeviereerieneeieneee e
Substantival ..........cocevereiniineneeee
Transitional
Dative for time
Datives......ccoeeeeeeennenne.

DiIrect ODJECL....cuvivieieiieieieeieie e
Double accusative markers
Double acCuSaAtIiVES .......c..covveeereeeieeereeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e 4

GENILIVES ..uveieeveeeiie ettt ettt e eereeeaaeeareen
Genitive absolutes...
Genitive for time.....
Predicate genitives .

Indirect objects......
Indirect questions..... .
Infinitive Markers ........c.cocveeeereneienieineneneeeee
INFINTHVES .eoveeieieee e
Accusative subject of infinitive.....
Adverbial infinitive..........cccceeueee.
Epexegetical infinitives........c..cccceeueeee.
Infinitives governed by conjunctions..................
Infinitives of indirect discourse...........cccccceenenee
Infinitives with governing prepositions...
Substantival infinitives.........c.cocevvererieericnenennns

VT3 2

unde ...

Nominatives
Nominative for time...........cccovveevvrecveeceeeereeereenen. 5
Nominatives in proverbial expressions ................. 7
Nominatives of appellation
Nominatives of exclamation .............ccccceeveeennee.. 6
Parenthetic nominative.............ccceeeevveeeeenveeenne... 20
Pendent nominatives .............ccceeeveeeveeeveenieeennenn, 20

Object MArKer........couevveieieieesieieeeeeeee e
Object MATKETS ......coveeveeeieieiieiceierie e
ODV oo
PartiCiples.......cooevererieieiiiecreccee e
Adjectival participles ....
Adverbial participles.........ccceverierenieniienieeieniene
Attendant circumstance participles ............c.o...... 15
Complementary participles ...........cceveeeeeeennenne. 15
Independent verbal participles .........c.ccceeeennnee. 16
Periphrastic participles
Redundant participles..........ccoceveevenenienenienenne
Substantival participles ..........coceevererieneniienenne 15
Predicate marker..........c.ccceevvcrenennne .3
Prepositional phrases....

TG

© 2002 Lexel Software, LLC.
All Rights Reserved.



	An Intermediate Guide to Greek Diagramming
	Table of Contents
	Subject and Verb
	Objects and Components
	Double Accusative Constructions
	Other Uses of Nominatives and Accusatives
	Adverbs and Attributive Adjectives
	Prepositional Phrases
	Genitives and Datives
	Appositional Constructions
	The Article
	Pronouns
	Relative Clauses
	Infinitives
	Participles
	Conjunctions
	Grammatically Independent and Other Constructions
	Words of Special Note

	Glossary of Grammatical Terms
	Index

