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G I
gaai3 siu6 dzi6 gei2

STAAC

Introducing yourself

deoi3waa2

¥} W% Dialog

neiShou2 ngob5giu3
Justin: fR & ! F 0 Justin,

nei5hou2 ngobgiu3

nei5Shai6bbinldoublai4gaa3
Patrick: R 3% | 3k N Patrick, R 1& & B & M2 ?

J: Hello! My name is Justin.

P: Hello! My name is Patrick.
Where are you from?

ngob5hai6 gwong2dzaul lai4ge3 neiblel neiShai6m4hai6gwong?2 \
Justin: B R B M KRB B2 R RIEGR R J 1 am from Guangzhou, And you'

dzaullai4gaa3

MR BR?

m4hai6 ngo5hai6 hoenglgong?2 laidge3

Patrick: [B1%, ¥ & & &

Are you from Guangzhou?

P: No. I am from Hong Kong.

Justin:  AR4F! K™ Justin,
Patrick: 4R%F! & ™ Patrick, 4R
R KRR

Justin: K A )0 ke, R9)P
IRAE RN RR?

Patrick: & Z& , KA A B R

dzou2san4aa3 .
Patrick: B E ¥, Sandy! P: Good morning, Sandy!
dzou2sandaa’ S: Good morning, Patrick! He is...
oussa aa
Sandy: B B ¥, Patrick! 1B 1%...... ? P: He is Justin. He is from Guangzhou
(Canton).
keoy5giu3 keoy5hai6 gwong2dzaul laidge3 1L _'
Patrick: {B MY Justin, E& & I B, S: Hello, Justin!

neiShou2
Sandy: Justin {R & !

J: Hello, Sandy! Are you from Guangzhou?

Sandy: No, I am from Macau.

neiShou2neiShaibm4hai6 gwong2dzaul lai4gaa3

Justin: Sandy fR¥F, IR1IRAMEBEEFE &

m4haitngo5hai6 ou3mun? laidge3
Sandy: B&, FF 2= A

;E e 2 Patrick: %2 v, Sandy !
Sandy: 2 9F, Patrick | A&+~ ?
Patrick: {E ™ Justin, 4B Z& 5~ M &%
Sandy: Justin #R4F!
Justin:  Sandy 4R 4F, R EAE R M R
u;ﬁ?
Sandy: "B A, K AMLITEE,

3
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man6man6tai4

] [#] & Asking Questions

dim2gaai2 haibmelji3sil
[13 » - — -3

- :i!f\ﬁ %Z'J: 'f/% [I$ l%\/@\?
dim2gaai2 dziklhai6

- “BhAR” BN fR"why”,

dim2gong2
— “where” B4 & ?
hai6 binldou6
_ “Where” 1,% “5%};”0

gam2 binlgo3 hai6melji3sil
- B “EE FEFESE?
binlgo3 hai6 waak6dze2
_ “i%{@ » 1,?\ “WhiCh” ﬁ % “Who” .

ping3jamlgaai3siu6
ﬁf f;f‘ ﬂ' ?B Phonetics Romanization of Cantonese

Pinyin Anatomy

#%#  The final is comprised

5 of a vowel and a coda.

Final  Thevowelsareag, g, e,
i, 0, u,y and the codas u,

m, n,ng, p, t, k.
B
g
Initial

An initial is a conso-
nant. There are 19
different initials in
Cantonese Pinyin.

-CE AR R

_ «l‘g‘ﬁ{f—v EP ‘% «Why» .

- “where” & 3F?

- “where” & “hE”,

S AN R E R

A A % “which” &% “who’,

#HE
Syllable Coda

There are 6 syllable codas in Can-
tonese, 3 nasally voiced and 3 un-
voiced. The 3 unvoiced p, t, k are
short, known as “checked tones”
or N & in Cantonese. Since N\ &
does not exist in Mandarin but in

‘ -\{ English, it is easier to treat these
syllables as those in English words
’ (such as the “p” in ship).
w3
i
Tone

The tones are essential to the meaning of a word,
as words that sound similar but with different
tones would have totally different meanings.
There are 6 tones in Cantonese, one more than in
Mandarin.

Unlike in Mandarin, where tones are mostly rising
or falling, most tones in Cantonese are flat.



Initials

Unaspirated | Aspirated | Nasal | Fricative | Voiced

b p m f Note that the consonants in the first column
Ip] [ph] [m] [f] are “voiceless”, meaning the vocal cords don’t
vibrate when pronouncing these sounds unlike
d t n | in English but as in Mandarin. For example,
[t] [th] [n] 1 the “b” in Cantonese should be pronounced as
the “p” in sport in English, and the “p” should
9 k ng h be pronounced as the “p” in pen in English.
k] (k"] [n] [h]
gw kw w
[k*] (k] [w]
dz ts S j
[ts] [ts"] [s] (]

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cantonese_Pinyin

Finals

aa | aai | aau | aam | aan | aang | aap | aat | aak

[a] | [a:i] | [a:v] | [axm] | [a:n] | [a:n] | [a:p] | [a:t] | [a:k]
ai au am an | ang | ap at ak
[ei]l | [eu] | [em] | [en] | [en] | [ep] | [et] | [ek]

e ei eu em eng | ep ek
[e] | [ei] | [ewu] | [e:m] [en] | [e:p] [e:K]
i iu im in ing ip it ik
[ic] [izu] | [im] | [in] | [n] | [i:p] | [i4] | [K]
o] oi ou on | ong ot ok
[0:] | [o:] | [ou] [o:n] | [o:n] [o:t] | [o:K]
u ui un | ung ut uk
[u] | [u:i] [un] | [on] [ut] | [oK]
oe | eoy eon | oeng eot | oek
[ce:] | [ey] [en] | [cen] [et] | [cek]
y yn yt
[y:] [y:n] [y:t]

m ng
[m] [n]
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The six tones

Generally speaking, Cantonese is a tonal language with six phonetic tones.

Historically, finals that end in a stop consonant were considered as “checked tones” and treated separately by
diachronic convention, identifying Cantonese with nine tones. However, phonetically these are now considered a
conflation of tone and final consonant and are seldom counted as individual tones in modern linguistics.

Tone name

Description

tone number
Example
Tone letter
IPA diacritic

dark flat dark rising
(&) (kL)
high level, | medium
high falling | rising

1 2

) d

si:1, si: si:d1

si:, si: Si:

dark departing | light flat light rising | light departing

(BEE) () (L) (BBE)
low falling,

medium level very low low rising | low level
level

3 4 5 6

Al i3 m =

si: si:dl, si:l si: 4 si:d

ST si;, si Si; si:

' Cantonese. (2017, January 14). In Wikipedia, The Free Encyclopedia. Retrieved 06:37, January 14, 2017, from https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title
=Cantonese&oldid=759981841Cantonese#Tones

Visualizing the six tones

SOl | e

JTIFA
mi

IIRE
Ilbo

1sttone
wr[si1]

= poem

6 tones in Cantonese

2nd tone
$[si2]

=history

- e —

3rd tone 5t tone 6t tone
2 [si3] T [si5] H[si6]
=to try =market =matter

https://clevercantonese.files.wordpress.com/2013/04/6-tones-in-cantonese.png



luk6jam1dzip3lung4
N o ¥ BiE Tone Solitaire

iung1gv}\£(aa1 jam1ngok6 dzou2 san4 jam?2 tsaa4 tsoeng4gengZIuk2 m4gO|1
£ , = E R %%k # i g
tsaal siul baan1 maa5 t5|nmean6 sau29e|1 5|ng4 SI5 p|ng4 gwo2 nai4
b e ¥, BE Z W =, 5 T, x R
hoeng1 dziul baal si2 tou2 tsam4jaté mun4hau2
%‘ E\ > & —i_) + 5 ;j" B, 17 2,

ngaan5 geng3
faan1sy2 gung1fo3 i "o jaudseoy?2
# & 2 R ji5 dzai2 ngo5 wok
F 47, 3

i_ek6 tﬁaguél m2t6 t°£94 d|n6 g@elé k?L\ISJIP; kau3juk6fong3hok6 aat3l/|]k6
rlou’S d|Q6?16 5|/[I;6fa2n’6 Iokg i;m3sej9y2 taig3ming4
s%yt’.% hok6 dzgap6 haa6 t|n1 53§3|ei4

flgjek6jyn2 waat6syt3

tsi3wuib

Wl{l. Vocabulary

& hai6 = be/yes

BfZ  m4hai6 S be not/no
fZIE(Z haicmdhaie RBARE

{RIAMEZ ... RERE .. Areyou...?
BE zou2san3 B good morning
EBE  binldou6 M= where

2 dim2 a4 how

22 dim2gaai2 Bt why

R neis5 you

£S5 ngo5 I/me

B keoi5 fit / 4t / © he/she/it/him/her
1373 ge3 9 of

IR gaa3



