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Unit ;One
segdrdid

This section introduces the Arabic sounds, letters, and scripts and covers the
basic phonological system of the Arabic language.

Arabic has twenty-eight characters: Twenty-five are consonants and three are
long vowels. Arabic also has several symbols, signs written above or below the
letters, that affect pronunciation and grammatical structures.

Arabic is written from right to left, and there are no capital letters. Below is a
chart of the Arabic alphabet. Look at it as a whole, and listen to the
accompanying audio of the alphabet being read. After you listen to the alphabet
several times, click on the disk to watch and listen to a student sing the alphabet.

I. The Arabic Alphabet
«d X
¢ -]
3 : % A {
$ G d - < 5 )

Now, look at the chart below, the name of each letter, and the way each
letter is written. Letters are written in four positions: initial, medial, final
position (connected), and final position (unconnected).

Letters are connected in both printed and handwritten forms. They are
joined by connecting strokes with the preceding and/or following letters.

When we begin a word in Arabic we write the first letter in initial form and
the last letter in final form. Any letters between them appear in medial
form. Medial and final letters may or may not be connected to the letter
preceding them, depending on whether the preceding letter is a connector.
There are six letters ~ _ ~ (szthat are not connectors; they do not connect
on the the left side. If the final letter is not connected, then the letter is
written in its independent isolated form.
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The Arabic Alphabet in Its
Traditional Order
GstEoipnc

Final
Medial Initial Nthe of Independent
Unconnected Connected etter
! ~¢- é- z | & )
5 A -j' - ;@ 13
3 A L L s 3
O £- A 3 e o
.h @ — - A. fé .h
d & - - & c
¢ & 5 | - & ¢
4 & & ¢ el 4
s - - = s
® Z Z ) e ®
s - - ' c’ s
2 _ - 5}
-~ ‘- - - o -~
{ : .
i —a —a (g
) L & L c—é
)Y . L o gée. b2
4 /- - = SE 4
4 — - - - U 4
’ L. < -1 L ’
S b - -5 el S
! .. - — < !
5 - - — eJ Y
< c & ud dg s
& Cr -3 -0 s &
d > -6 s T d
d - - C d
¢ - - - *C ¢
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II. Letters o« %

Calligraphic image of the letter 3
« o O O O O & & &
* * * * * * * * * *

The letter > is similar to the English letter b in pronounciation, as in ‘bat.’

”

- @
[+ (T .G. =

This is how the letter = is written by hand:

- [ -

* L) L]

o

Calligraphic image of the letter 2
' 4 ' 4 ' 4 ' 4 ' 4 ' 4 ' 4 ' 4 ' 4 ' 4 ' 4
« o O & & & G G G &

The letter c<s similar to the English t in pronunciation, as in ‘tab.’

L

ol R S IS,

This is how the letter s written by hand:

- L4 -
-’ — -

AW Y
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Calligraphic image of the letter (=

A A A A A A A A A
« ¢ ¢ VY

The letter ¢ is pronounced like the English th, as in ‘thunder.’

| | mod -4
This is how the letter ¢ is written by hand:
S| & | L D

These three letters have the same shape in all positions: initial, medial, and
final. They differ in the number of dots and the placement of these dots.
The 2> has one dot below, the <has two dots above it, and the ¢ has three
dots above. In handwritten form, any two dots can run together to form a
short line and any three dots can run together to form a triangle, as you see
in the examples above.

These letters are connectors, which means they connect on both sides with
other letters.

Look at the shapes and examples of the letters. Read aloud.

O < >
Example | Shape Example Shape Example Shape
doual ey A dady )
b & b | bEs | -
gyl ¢- 3 A cudy 3
e Ay | e bl | o
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Compare letters and words in their printed and handwritten forms.

by by d ey gy & iy
ol [ <l o Co o
Sy bgpa| dqla| dauad Ay e
I'd lad -
ol ol ke Sb Sl

II1. The Long Vowels ¢ z !

y |

There are three long vowels: the zand ~ and ~ . Keep in mind, the ~ and the
" can be used as both vowels and consonants.

Calligraphic image of the letter &

The alif () is the first character in the Arabic alphabet. It is a long vowel
and sounds like a long aa, as in ‘cat.” The zis also the bearer of the hamza

(¢), as in land | (we will learn more on this later). The long vowel alif (9,
which is pronounced as a long aa, is written from top to bottom.
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bl | |

L 4 L 4

This is how the letter ~ is handwritten:

N P

Calligraphic image of the letter &

222222222222222222202

The ~ is a long vowel. It is similar to the English pronunciation oo as in
‘boot.’

L 5L
gl + %] e
This is how the letter ~ is handwritten:

J |\ X | x| 2

Calligraphic image of the letter

The = is along vowel. It sounds like ee and is similar in pronunciation to
the English word ‘street.’
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z R

S |- = | -

rJ

This is how the letter ~ is handwritten:

S| S |7 7

” - -

Again, to repeat, the zsounds like aa, the = sounds like 00, and the = sounds
like ee.

These three vowels have different abilities to connect with other letters. The

" is a connector that connects on both sides, but the vowels zand = are not
connectors (they do not connect on the left side). When they fall in the

middle of the word, the letter after the zor = must be written in the initial
position.

Look at the shapes and examples of the vowels ( ). Read aloud.

s d |
Example Shape Example Shape Example | Shape
B K Bz ’ 5 ) -
b | PENCN adds | A
- omad| K f Q{.u@ -
PEC adia | & | -

Drill 1: Copy. Pronounce the letters and each word as you write.

GBI 'S S 35 S, 2
4l gk "L e slih e

10
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Activity 1: Read each word aloud then click, listen, and repeat.

) B 27 =) D) D)
JAL | . LAk By o L
g2 : g 3 > e& -

Activity 2: Read each word aloud then click, listen, and repeat.

i P i D N I > - N &
LS| TER ] & Lkl "hL| dd 9| o0 &
g3 | g’i ] g8 gah| pab| aE sao | vau | uag
Drill 2: Copy the handwriting style below and read aloud as you write.
Lo b b oy
Sy b ol ol s e
Drill 3: Copy. Pronounce the letters and each word as you write.
B T L

11
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Drill 4: Copy the handwriting style below and read aloud as you write.

Ly >y Sy
Sk ol <l e

IV. The Short Vowels: fatha, damma, kasra
£ 3§50 Fo I damihad gad

In addition to the three long vowels ( ~ 2. there are also three short
vowels. These short vowels are not letters. They are signs placed above or
below the letters. Their pronunciation is equal to half the long vowels’

pronunciation. These short vowels are fatha (—), damma (—), and kasra
( =). Each short vowel corresponds to a long vowel: fatha corresponds to
\&7 |, damma corresponds to ~ ¢ &and kasra corresponds to sF&

12
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Fatha - $ =&
The fatha (=) is a sign placed above a letter to represent the short vowel a.
The combination of the letter » and the fatha sign (—) above it is

pronounced 2 ‘ba.” The long vowel alif (9 represents the long vowel aa.

Thus, the combination of the letter » and the long vowel is pronounced 7
‘baa.’

Activity 1: Read each word aloud then click, listen, and repeat.

i - % X0 &0 2
¢ c e | L :
o | @ | % | ¢ ¢ | &
Drill 1: Copy.
& ¢ oa 3
3 Ua - -

13
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Damma - g5<!
¢ __ o

The damma (—) is a sign placed over a letter to represent the short vowel u.
The combination of the letter > plus the damma sign (—) is pronounced 3
‘bu,” as in ‘put.’ The long vowel = represents the long vowel uu. Thus, the
combination of the letter > plus the long vowel ~ is pronounced - ‘buu’ as
in ‘boot.’

& & - -

Activity 2: Read each word aloud then click, listen, and repeat.

"0 37 =y oy
L ol L L
R )&”_'1 P A
0’0
*
Drill 2: Copy.
- D) & U Q
20 d tJ U ) uaé t_lu

14
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Kasra - ¢ <
¢ _ ¢

The kasra (-) is a sign placed below a letter to represent the short vowel |.
The combination of the letter » and the kasra sign (=) is pronounced ‘bi’ as
in ‘bit’ The long vowel ~ represents the long vowel ee. Thus, the

combination of the letter ~ and the long vowel ~ is pronounced . - ‘bee’ as
in ‘bead.’

&

L"5_.3

-

L"S_J

Activity 3: Read each word aloud then click, listen, and repeat.

’ P & |t & | v J 3
A 5, SC’ te C’ - @ gak | A ) _LC’
Drill 3: Copy.
o) & U 3
- ggo dd OE

15
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V. Sukuun &g &
¢ —¢

Sukuun (# <) means ‘silence.’ It is a sign placed above a letter to indicate

the absence of any vowel. For example the letter > sounds ‘ba’ with fatha,

‘bu’ with damma, and ‘bi’ with kasra. But with sukuun, the ‘b’ has no
vowels.

Drill 1: See the short vowels and sukuun. Repeat out loud.

¢ Jia 3 _ W
3 4 o2 3 — iy
- ¢ O 3 - 08

Drill 2: Copy and read aloud as you write.

28R

Ua ) & Ua 3

2 8”2

UAJ Z:;\G.:) ZJA% é

K/
%

Drill 3: Copy the handwriting style below and read aloud as you write.

el ol ol -

L * *

16
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I 4

245 b b “y
0’0
*
Drill 4: Join the letters into words. Include the vowels.
= pat T +3 -6 =% o+ g +3 0 -1
=2 + z * &4 -7 =/ + 7 +:)4 -2
=3 + z+3 -8 =" +3 + 7 +g -3
=}+J+C+V -9 = o + 2 + ¢z +g -4
=7 4+ 2 4+ 42 10 = a+t o+ 43 -5
o
Activity 1: Read each word aloud then click, listen, and repeat.
o | B | o | %0 | & [ U8 [ L
oagE 0 | oes i e, Y 5 T R -y
S 54 2T 35 R - 34
Love - call

17
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Unit Two
chaéé. L&

I. Letters » &

J

Calligraphic image of the letter &

PR A R A A B A

The letter cssounds similar to the English letter d. The difference is that the
tip of the tongue touches the upper teeth to pronounce properly.

g LT o] &

This is how the handwritten letter looks:

Il B

K/
0’0

Drill 1: Copy and read aloud as you write. Read aloud.

&S s s & G
sru 36 & 0 G L &5

18



Section 1

Copyright © 2011 Yale University

Sounds and Letters

A\

\
2&
\

A\Y

s

A\Y

A\Y

S

s

The letter ~ represents the same sound of the voiced English th, as in ‘this.’

Both letters c;and ~ are not connectors (they do not connect on the left side).
Therefore, when they are in a middle position the letter that follows must

Calligraphic image of the letter a

be in the initial position.

Both letters are similar in writing and have the same shape. The only
difference between them is the dot on the top of the letter .

e

L4

o

L4

-

e

This is how the handwritten ~ looks:

*

A

Look at the shapes and examples of letters <sand . Read aloud.

e

Example

Shape

e 1 =

19

&
Example Shape
5) & P
e &
S -
e %
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Activity 1: Read each word aloud then click, listen, and repeat.
S G SE s & &
Bat) Exs e e s e
s - - - p
E z 36‘3/ 2 & z z 5(/
Drill 2: Copy. Pronounce the letters and each word as you write.
-) -) ' z f
'ﬂ_ﬁ f_ﬁ %_/w Lst) z
T z - gs Sz
Drill 3: Join the letters into words and include all the vowels.
- + s + g + & -6 = :5 + + d + ng -1
N Y = s+ + 5 -2
= ¢ + gz +3 -8 =3+ + 7 -3
=+ s + £+ -9 =23 + Fz+3 + 7 -4
= z + 3 4+ £ 4+ 3 -10 = &+  + 23 -5

20
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Drill 4: Copy the following handwritten words. Read aloud as you write.

| s u.f-

-8

22 o oy

II. Letters s

o

Calligraphic image of the letter o

~ S L L L L S S S I

The Arabic consonant _ is not like the English r. It is produced by a quick
succession of several flaps with the tip of the tongue turned back. It is
similar in pronunciation to the Spanish T’ as in ‘caro’ (expensive).

> | | 5 | ®

This is how the handwritten . looks:

< | S S|

21
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Drill 1: Copy and read aloud as you write.

Section 1

-

C

O
(92

Calligraphic image of the letter <

The Arabic consonant ~ is pronounced like the English z as in ‘zoo.’

S| ¢ | ¢-| ¢
This is how the handwritten ~ looks:
L L . L]
/ s | 7 4
Drill 2: Copy and read each word aloud.
Lﬁ:ﬁ Ll 2 C} 2
zo i ) T

22
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Both letters . and = do not connect on the left side. They are like the non-

connector letters < | and ~; when they are in a middle position they must
be followed by a letter written in the initial position.

Both . and = are similar in writing and have the same shape. The only
difference between the two letters is the dot on top of .

While the sand ~ turn down and finish along the line, the tail of the letters .
and  is below the line.

Compare the shapes and examples of the letters . and . Read aloud.

¢ [
Example Shape Example Shape
3 ¢ ’ 8} o
u@di , a@j& -
T - 5 -
(G ’ YLl

L)

Activity 1: Read each word aloud then click, listen, and repeat.

- Z’ ) ’
z o. T
« ' « B

o («

23



Copyright © 2011 Yale University
Sounds and Letters Section 1

Drill 3: Join the letters into words and include all vowels.

- 8-

-=. T ¢+ -6 = .ttt -l
= 3 +C+‘-7 =}+;+;-2
=L5+C+’_8 = _ +7 +7 .3
=’ +C+’_9 ’+C+j_4
= et o * -10 =" + ' + 7 _5

Drill 4: Copy the handwriting style below and read aloud as you write.

o~ A oy, &l

III. Letters ¢ ¢ &

£

Calligraphic image of the letter &

24
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The letter = is pronounced like the English letter ’ as in ‘judge.” However,
there is a slight variation in the pronunciation. The pronunciation of the

> ¢ )

letter =z is found in a mix of the English letters ‘|’ as in ‘udge,” ‘s’ as in

‘pleasure,” and ‘z’ as in ‘azure.” In most parts of Egypt # is pronounced ‘g’ as
in ‘girl.

Blele]e

See how the letter is handwritten:

i S| P

. <

Drill 1: Copy and read each word aloud.

T o FEN TEa X

Calligraphic image of the letter T

O SN S S SN S N S &

The letter —has no equivalent in English. It is a voiceless consonant, in
which the vocal cords do not vibrate. The h in English is closest in sound to
the letter —¢ The —is referred by students as the ‘big h’ because it is similar
to the letter ‘h’ but starts further back in the throat.

C GAA

25
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See how the letter is handwritten:

EE s »

Drill 2: Copy.

(e
&.

[
N

[

dzs =i

Calligraphic image of the letter &

The letter ~ has no equivalent in English. It is similar to the German ‘ch’ as
in ‘Bach.’ It is formed in the uvula and the back of the tongue.

& - D4

E |- &

See how the letter is handwritten:

Drill 3: Copy.

T ; 3 &

26
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Compare the shapes and examples of the letters » —and .

Example Shape Example Shape Example Shape
bq.\.i - LJEEN e oLF N
S| s ad | SES | -
_ o ~d 5 e -

Activity 1: Read each word aloud then click, listen, and repeat.
. > PEAEN z o LN ¥ [EN
2 J) s PR adl g &
e =k o g - e ce
Drill 4: Join the letters into words and include all vowels.
_ 3 + ) + z + (: _ 6 = ? + 3 + C + /G -1
=23 + o+ & o+ -7 =z + , +  +z-2
= ¢ + _ +& -8 = e+ +& -3
= + 7 +a -9 = _ o+ 4+ 44 -2
= &+ gz + . -10 =z + ¢+ ¢z +&-5

27

>

0

o,
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Drill 5: Copy the handwriting style below and read aloud as you write.

A A N

C_’)

Passion - 4

28
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A il o0

Lesson One
Where Are You From?

Figure 1.1 - Claremont McKenna College, California

88
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Lesson One Contents

Vocabulary - uagrég <
Words and Expressions - ) b japzoa
Basic Text-. ¢. ¢  o&¢
< llham and Abdulaziz - .~ 2&s ), Fab
Grammar - $ g8z
1. The Definite Article - | ~_=J& sl
Activity 1
2. Gender of Nouns - ¢ ag® «z<¢
Activity 2
3. Independent Personal Pronouns - Uiz )& mCigea
Activity 3
Comprehension Text - «lada Jlr -
% Are You a Student? - $3&d& Laol s
Let’s Speak Arabic - 433G &
< Food - 7xt &
Window into Arab Culture - G_=Sgids) oz

< Arabic Love Poems - &, 3 &7

89
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d ‘G‘ﬂj“,:mb_i‘

Vocabulary
how 1" 2w what &
from ¢z Definite Article -&
where &-1 hello &'z
in _} name #- ¢
yes &=y my name _z-z
student (m.s.) 3 & | &
student (f.s.) " you (M.s.) Uyl
what z¢ you (fs.) L=
but §s& and ~
okay, agreeable 3 'L thank you #-&
state N lgo 3
big, large (» 32 3 professor &bk -k
kind 4glié il & teacher (i, &-_ &
cit Se Interrogative . -
S oes Pgrticle i

&

Py L
Words and Expressions

Welcome! Hello! s~ S
So long! ezg=s

good-bye iz

What is your (m.s.) name? $lzz #z

What is your (f.s.) name? f<zz ¢z

How are you? $Cg& 2o
very good, praise be to God  4iszdE I

delighted, honored &§ -1k

excellent iz - daz

90
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Where are you (m.s.) from?
Where are you (f.s.) from?
the state of California
United States of America

| study economics

Are you a student (m.s.)?
Are you a student (f.s.)?
What do you (m.s.) study?
What do you (f.s.) study?
international relations

I amina hurry

I am sorry (m.s.)

| am sorry (f.s.)

| must go now

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
Jordan

English literature

Lesson 1

?‘/ ).q'° ')j:; -ai &G

= ENG

£ E B

S & o lpEoY &
srhd” Gl

fde oages

¢ sk

- sk

B O s
R

1 &

2 o RS L
Y e

God - &)

91
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s Jeog cegs) J g
Basic Text: Ilham and Abdulaziz

Gz e

B PEE KR,
S i d <

et taad ks gt Bhe e
N S A

gd Todd Chesdle
EE 5 i U T it

-9 g dgdEe sl
Uad- bz eegs

foad g (JisRiad DdicgriE olhe S
Sz e o plhiesls

foapd b g s edee
B S i plioes

‘ouz | lg il
b pashadly & g e Ol

FrI G ER LT U & B T glded b plaing el
sl dild ah oo s

ez sty el

V3

92
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Jetdic

Grammar

1. The Definite Article - <ijg Joig N :-0)

The definite article in Arabic is -% and it is written as the prefix of the word
it modifies. For example, an indefinite word like i(sz‘a city’ becomes
definite Uiz Ghre city’ when prefixed by -<i

All words with ~Zare definite, but there are words without -=that are also
definite. These include all proper nouns, names of cities, and names of

countries. For example . z = &, & & are all definite without the
definite article. Later, we will learn that nouns without the definite article

become definite in the idafa )u#&= g construction.

Activity 1: Change all the indefinite nouns to definite by adding the
definite article. Listen and speak aloud.

Jgga_a = Aﬁé + _ue
Bl
cJ = F + &
“gdg = @+ &
degr = dsg + &
JJU\ uc = u’ﬂ’ + _g,E

2. Gender of Nouns - &% &3¢

Arabic nouns are either masculine or feminine. Arabic has no neutral
gender. The gender of each Arabic word must be learned and memorized.
In general, the feminine noun is formed from the masculine noun by

adding the feminine suffix (Qat the end of the word, such as:

93
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Fem. Noun/Adjective | Masc. Noun/Adjective
Fh -
o2 5 S

Section 2

While it is very common to use the feminine suffix (JQ«to derive a feminine
noun from a masculine noun, there are some words that do not follow this
pattern. For example, some nouns are feminine without having the

feminine suffix, such as z‘mother’ and u=s!‘sister.” There are also feminine
nouns with no masculine counterpart such as i ‘Miss’ and masculine
nouns with no feminine counterpart like 7@ ‘Imam.’

Many parts of the body that occur in pairs are feminine without a feminine
suffix, as ind™ ‘eye’ and & ‘hand.” There are also words that are feminine
by usage, as in , gffire’ and 2 "<& ‘war.’

The feminine suffix (Q«could occur in words which do not have a masculine
form, as in JdsZcity,” and in words that are masculine, as in G ‘caliph.’

Words that end with <&y as in «zJ  ‘desert,” or end in - , as in &
‘remembrance,’ are usually feminine.

Learning the gender of Arabic nouns is important in order to speak and
write correctly. Feminine nouns require feminine pronouns and feminine
adjectives. Verbs that refer to a feminine subject must agree with the
feminine gender as well. For example:

B < M o & St | i sl
the Arabic . an American
language she studies and she (f.5.) a student (f.s.) Ilham

Ilham is an American student; she studies the Arabic language.

Similarly, masculine nouns are replaced by masculine pronouns and are
modified by masculine adjectives. Naturally, the verbs that refer to a
masculine subject must agree with the masculine gender as well.

94
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Names of cities are all feminine, and names of countries are almost all
feminine with a few exceptions: | z»& ‘Iraq, % & ‘Morocco, Fgi~
‘Lebanon,” #sz  ‘Jordan,” and ¢gs<z‘Sudan’ are all masculine nouns.
(See Appendix for a full list of Arab countries and their capital cities.)

We will learn the Arabic nouns and their genders as we progress. For now,

let’s learn how to use the feminine suffix (Q«to derive a feminine noun from
the corresponding masculine form.

Activity 2: Change the masculine nouns to feminine nouns by
adding the feminine suffix.

i SR o
gk = o+ b

e = o+ (¥
el = o+ x|
S
Atd = e+ ) e

Figure 1.2 - Narrated by Abdulaziz Abu Sag and Dhekra Toumi

95
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3. The Independent Nominative Personal Pronouns
G T Sl

Below is a complete chart of the independent nominative personal
pronouns in the Arabic language. Some pronouns have not been introduced
in this lesson but will be introduced in the next few chapters. It is best to
learn all the independent nominative personal pronouns together.

Activity 3: Repeat aloud all the pronouns and their examples.

Example Pronoun Meaning

(U

QG s He
C.s s She
gz & as &5 They (m. dual)
Fzitas &e They (f. dual)
Caltd-Rlat & They (m. plural)
Giad s dabd 2 s x5 They (f. plural)
Sus¢ ol =0 You (m.s.)
Fzoaol =0 | You(fs)

ele e | &Rl | You(m.dual)

P ddl - =% | You (. dual)
g tEe o Bb| &) | You(m. plural)
Sl AL F ol | &) | You(f. plural)
o ¢d & |
UeE szdess o Odo We

Figure 1.3 - Narrated by Hala Nazzal and Faisal Al-Salloum
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fedn 3 GEBA ) g cEed
Comprehension Text: Are You a Student?

g e

Careen G st gz @l 13dee
Lgde el plog plelbb o
o I gk pd§deo

gt dlgde Ze 1 ypli sl
fuadhl oz .ol gl sdee

Esc & hrsd

g ! (g e

& Kigle ghrad

fidpadhs 1 jdae

3l (adls (Sl g o

UL Gl M gl e 1 jdae

¢ sl raacl O s [ Sl e

S S s sl ddae

i B G R W gt i %
rdd d -LST C\.J -, gﬁ.ﬁ,@\m&l @\CJ&%‘

PNz s gl S o)
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Soe g da
Words and Expressions

one thousand 1" _
lamvery well ™o 1 5%

L)

Drill 1: Fill in the blanks with the correct words from the comprehension

text.
JEE s P . S L rEs s S
: Dok cUideE GeF. | Nt
Fell D e oh st

Drill 2: Translate into English.

Rt %Ewc_@succs Sug- 1
o, dovgrs - 2
J’“ELS)’JLS LS‘—‘LﬁC 3

SWeier” LETE T S 4
132 a0l s 5

Zy

YekcE-6
‘-'u'adb‘og- 7

OO 2Rz T - 8

%\.i

Drill 3: Translate into Arabic.

1. Ameera is Ilham's friend.
2. Ameera is a student; she studies international relations.
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3. She is from the city of Amman in Jordan.
4.1 aminahurry.

5. I have to go now.

6. Hello, welcome.

7. What is your name?

8. I am from the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

/7
0’0

z\jdlac,«i\

Let’s Speak Arabic
Food - ‘-.9.-\-“E"

Repeat aloud the following question:

What did you (m.s.) eat? | Soash 7
What did you (f.s.) eat? | Susub 7z

Now repeat aloud the following answer:

| ate (the) hummus | zJ&

Next, repeat aloud the sentence and substitute the following words for
(the) falafel ™ al-
(the) cheese (b3 &
(the) chicken zla &
(the) cereal " (&
(the) bread 3 sé&

Practice the dialogue with a classmate.

Do

99



Copyright © 2011 Yale University
Lesson 1 Section 2

Homework - g l3d

1. Listen to the vocabulary and expressions. Repeat aloud after listening to
them in the basic text and the comprehension text.

2. Compose a simple dialogue between you and one of your friends. Turn it
In to your teacher after you present it in class.

3. Compose five sentences using vocabulary from the lesson.

3% jgf@ggc.\j@gs; \‘gé&‘l d

And we made you into nations and tribes so you get to know each other
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o 2 L ° T e 1
cﬁjk o) C*y\uau\ e

Window into Arab Culture
Arabic Love Poems

Figure 1.4 - Nizar Qabbani

Arabic poetry is a political, social, and ethical compass in Arab culture.
Poetry has represented and helped to preserve Arab identity throughout the
ages. The complex and refined poetic arts eloquently express, report, and
document the news, events, and wars of the Arabs, in victory or defeat,
glory or decline. Above all, poetry has been a great manifestation of artistic
creativity, engendering the emotional and spiritual power that unified the
Arabs into a community of nations long before Islam.

Below are a few verses of modern Arabic love poetry by the Syrian poet
Nizar Qabbani (1923-1998).* Identify as much of the vocabulary as you can,
memorize the verses that you like most, and enjoy the reading.

Nizar Qabbani was known for the beauty of his handwriting and for his
impressive calligraphy skills. In the right hand column is the handwritten
version of these verses, written by the poet himself.

The verses are read by Lebanese journalist Joumana Nammour, a popular
anchorwoman on Al-Jazeera Satellite Channel.

/
*%*
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fw - 0

ftreooE o utd ke
T=docd T4k
B sanla

. s w - ;. F
& e Jd
0:0

sl B g g T o
.n@}ﬂin

=) s

T8 OsonE - s

Lesson 1

* Nizar Kabbani. Arabian Love Poems. ed. and trans. Bassam K. Frangieh & Clementina Brown. Lynn Rienner Publishers,

Boulder, London, 1999, pp. 116, 102, 24, 20, 219.

Figure 1.5 - Narrated by Joumana Nammour
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In Claremont

Figure 2.1 - Claremont McKenna College, California
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Lesson Two Contents

Vocabulary - uazég S
Words and Expressions - ) b japzoa
Basic Text-¢. 0 <¢
< Inthe Street- 5°¢ &
Grammar - ;g 8<e
1. The Interrogative and Question Particles - il Lags!

= Activity 1

2. The Interrogative Particles with Prepositions
d Azl el
= Activity 2
Comprehension Text - Clainy =" agdll
< In the Library - Ui
Let’s Speak Arabic - 4337 ¢
< Weather -2 -¢ &
Window into Arab Culture - G3_=Egasl) o
< The Holy Qur an - ¢ & &l
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Vocabulary
road, street & B\ A e > when 1=
Vocative Particle # year iy
this (M.s.) zes beautiful (fz= - Tz
this (f.s.) » very, much &>
difficult g3 -3 easy (e - Cxs
work, job .z, house, home (=)
economy, wonderful, - . e
economics “C~ ¢ admirable Z€ ~ %€
St i

Words and Expressions

hello, welcome S-ist sl
In which university do you (f.s.) study? $0- "Ghizanl |
| came (1o afl
Really! Truly! &=«
this is a beautiful coincidence Uigs Jdszze s
Will | see you (m.s.) tomorrow? Szses &F s
yes, | will see you (f.s.) tomorrow s SF &0
God willing & ¢ #!
laboratory
Masters in Business Administration &g,z (zullh —-ag
mosque G- - z
homework, duty (eFar .z3 =z
Future Particle -
lgo 3 -if
you do (m.s.) cxxék
youdo (fs.) o-’éh
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3 < Fra J Cu\

Basic Text: In the Street
oo A T B e
S Al gt il re el
¢ hazal ) JEs Jitrels oS
O ddge !l oadloaghausge | Blohg st ede
GElmrbciada 17 Glphaogd

-, 0~ Z, ” s ® i ® N
0. slrelisk Gl el

P E]

Lo ogu)) bhegds Gighoogs
§A chisgdle
¢ sleraad G G g eegs
AT S MY SR
Q&SKLCUC (aad” Jr oo S
Sl BT T pld T gloeaty Wlead ghig e
Y
e Ol G 1o
sidrdedder E) ol @ g el
Eulc“_ac/ G ww&tguﬁ&
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Jetdic
Grammar

1. The Interrogative Particles - gm0 joally 3

Below are the most frequently used particles for asking questions. You have
not been exposed to all of these question particles, but it is better to learn
them all at once.

Interrogative Particle s
Interrogative Particle |
What? (used without verbs) =z
What? (used with verbs) =z
Why? ==
Who? oz
Where? .1
How? 1 2.
When? Lz
How many? How much? =
Which? What? | (f. i)

Note: ! is often used as common gender, and its feminine Ji is usually neglected.

Figure 2.2 - Claremont, California
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Activity 1: Read the question particles and their examples aloud.
Repeat several times until you speak smoothly.

Meaning Ex. _vv!th Ex. Wifch Ques_tion
feminine masculine Particle
Are you a student? CUh gach | 3 zs s Qs
Are you a student? 5 gl 3¢ 75| |
What is your name? e e $lrr Fz a
What do you study? . shrz ¢ shrz aa
Who are you? (B e e G iz
Where do you study? 0 skl ¢ ok 520
How are you? Sl k_a ?c_a@ i e § Py
Why did you come? fuaaadl Zzlh | $ha adl F s T
How many students do you know? |$(y8 ja3 " & Ja | 9a jaleria = o
Which student? ¢ g ) (T £ | i

Drill 1: Compose five new sentences using the question particles in the
above chart.

L)

2. The Interrogative Particles with Prepositions
JEOIT € s 57008l g 3

Some prepositions are used with the interrogative particles to form
guestions. The prepositions must precede the interrogative particles. Please
learn the following prepositions:

for &
to &l
with, in _,
from =
in |
with 7z
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Activity 2: Below are the question particles used together with a
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preposition. Read aloud and repeat.

Section 2

Meaning Prepo_sition t(_)gether Preposition + Particle
with Particle

From where? o g OV + oz

In which? I I+

From which? Cig I+ 0z

With whom? o’z o+ Iz

To where? G138 O+ &
Why? For what? o iz -

With what? In what? s zz +-0

To who? For whom? e oz + -5

Drill 2: Compose five sentences using the question particles with the
prepositions.

/7
0’0

Drill 3: Fill in the blanks with the correct words from the comprehension

text.
—_ & ..JLg’j ) ?3 & :JLS“ /J%Cﬁé&u .J.ul_:—: °Q$Q"Lt5t
T st kE 0@ oR—— Sl
Do —— & AT E G e EE b &5l

red

Drill 4: Compose six sentences using the question particles with
prepositions. Also, use the question particles with prepositions in a
conversation with one of your classmates.
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EEISD B g sgas
Comprehension Text: In the Library

Edp tdbeijdae

¢ S CTZT’ ‘(J_; Ceeicy,” ig 5]

o f . Wy -

Q ,..g’co z -~ 00~ ‘:g; w2 .;,};5 °
fuog) C“@%‘LT’ o )& gyl L.EGL&.—‘J‘J‘T'

? F 2 ‘o Z, /“{ -~ o . .: 3
¢ dalizrzce ¢ Loigesd
Csbsrdrcan g Fdee
il i g sl

AT s 78R (G s gdqe

Co mlopt o Zli sl
Calla a2

BIUN-4 2,

3

GREQRUGEE & - glgdes
felaah Ko e

T Ouiclog 5 0 G B3 1ide
Ee Jadd

Skrily PPl 3T B (s sl
B A e R

ST HoEIE 3o 1jdae
.b)\zﬁcy.@_&dtt"@hcé@‘ | CJ;‘
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Soe g da
Words and Expressions

now gz
May God protectyou 4l &z}
How is your health? (3, &l
The Holy Quran F& &Fisd

L)

Drill 5: Translate into English.

SAl @ Geg € apgd & 1
dd"d{‘ > \c_aj)@ u@z t @_ o
Godual GO (ETE 3

pag= s - 4

: "5%6‘4‘ 35 &5

o dEilE- 6

DRE A G gL 7

; Selits - 8

L)

Drill 6: Translate into Arabic.

1. This is the Holy Qur~an.

2. 1 will go to the mosque.

3. Then I have to work in the laboratory.
4. What will you be doing, Ameera?

5. See you soon, so long.

6. Do you have homework today?

7. Where is the mosque?

8. What is this book?

112



Copyright © 2011 Yale University

Section 2 Lesson 2

a.ﬁdbc#cb_\\
Let’s Speak Arabic
Weather --/' &

Repeat aloud the following question:

How is the weather? | ¢ -~ ¢ & To

Now repeat aloud the following answer:

vo £ o [:3
Lad

The weather issunny |” zZz" “s¢&

Next, repeat aloud the sentence and substitute the following words for
& € -
hot zd
cold & -
rainy £ z=
cloudy #-&
humid 1 L
Repeat this dialogue with a classmate.

C

Homework - g 13d

1. Listen to the vocabulary and expressions. Repeat aloud after hearing

them in the basic and comprehension texts.

2. Compose a dialogue between you and one of your classmates. Turn it in

to your teacher after you present it in class.

3. Compose five sentences using vocabulary from the lesson.

4. Using the question particles, compose an original dialogue between you

and one of your friends.
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Window into Arab Culture
The Holy Qur’an

The Qur’an is the first book of prose written in the Arabic language, and it is
a great source of pride and inspiration for Muslims and Arabs alike. It is
one of the most widely read books ever written, and has been translated
into almost every language. However, many experts believe that only the
Arabic language fully captures its religious power and literary beauty. As
the Qur’an itself reveals: “We have made it an Arabic Qur’an that you might
understand.” (The Qur’an: 43:3)

While most non-Muslims are aware that the Qur’an is the religious text of
Islam, its significance also extends beyond the spiritual realm to other
aspects of Islamic life. The Qur’an demonstrates the remarkable depth and
richness of the classical Arabic language. The Qur’an has also served as the
textbook for Muslim students beginning their study of theology and
jurisprudence.

Listen to the Qur’anic verses from Sura (93), Ad-Duha ‘the Glorious
Morning Light,” recited by Sheikh Abdul Basit Muhammad Abdul Samad.
Listen to the Sheikh and read the text of the Qur’anic verses he recites. Try
to identify a few of the vocabulary words and memorize a few verses, but
most importantly, listen attentively to appreciate the aesthetic aspect of the
Verses.
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