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Semantic gradients examples

Semantic gradients are a way to broaden and deepen students' understanding of related words. Students consider a continuum of words by order of degree. Semantic gradients often begin with antonyms, or opposites, on each side of the continuum. This strategy helps students distinguish between shades of meaning.
By improving their vocabulary, students can be more accurate and imaginative in their writing (Reading Rockets Inc., 2014). The meaning of word gradients is that it forces students to compare one word to the next. These groupings help students distinguish shades of meaning (e.g., angry and furious should not be
thought of as synonyms). Semantic gradients require children to think and explain about shades of meaning. When students need to persuade their classmates or group members, they deepen and broaden their understanding of these words (Greenwood, &amp; Flanigan, 2007). An empty example of a word gradient can
be seen above. In this example, a student may be asked to use vocabulary related to how bright something is. Words such as, dull and shiny can be used. An example of this can be seen below. Two word gradients for walking and saying are shown. The student plots out comparative words along a line. It must be
insisted that this strategy requires the student to have an understanding of tinged lines. An extension of this you can do in your classroom is to pair students and have a word gradient write that has multiple possibilities like hiking. The students will use dictionaries to determine the most suitable arrangement on the
gradient line. Students will be tasked with supporting their opinion on what word belongs true. The first video on the left shows a student working for the word by building a word gradient. You can see the easy of the student ploughing comparative words. The second video is a comprehensive information video about
semantic gradients and how it can be used in the classroom. This video is particularly good for a teacher looking for new ideas. Greenwood, S.C., &amp;; Flanigan, K. (2007). Overlapping Vocabulary and Understanding: Context leads Complement Semantic Gradients. Reading teacher, 61(3), 249-254. Doi:
10.1598/RT.61.3.5 by Lori Wolfe, Guest columnist As elementary teachers, we always seek and find strategies to use with our students who broaden and deepen their understanding when we read. We know that when students, especially second language learners, can distinguish between the shades of meanings of
related words, then they can be more accurate and imaginative in their writing. Shades of meaning are the small differences between words related to a specific topic or idea. The Common Core Language Standard L.5 requires that shades of meaning distinguish among words that begin in kindergarten and continue
through elementary degrees. What Semantic Gradients? If you don't know about semantic gradients, let me imagine! Semantic gradients are powerful tools for teaching elementary students the differences between related words and raising their vocabulary. This method of improving reading comprehension works with
both English Language Learners and native English speakers and provides classroom teachers with a vehicle to meet the needs of all students. This type of gradient helps students distinguish between the subtle nuances of meaning of related words and broadens their understanding of linked words. Furthermore,
gradients show all students how to use vocabulary precisely when expressing themselves in speaking and writing. What is a Semantic Gradient? If you want a free copy of the black line of the gradient I use in my classroom, click here! Semantic gradients are lists of related words that have similar meanings placed on a
continuum that moves from one word to its opposite. This is a continuum that orders related words by grade. These gradients use anchor words (words and their opposites) on each side of the gradient. The words used between gradually shifting into meaning. For example, freezing and sweltering would be the anchor
words for a semantic gradient of temperature words that included the following: freezing, cold, cool, hot, grill, and sweltering.   How do you use a Semantic Gradient? Identify your 2 anchor words by choosing a word and finding its opposite. Find synonyms for each of those words and order them to create your word list.
Students then order the words to create a gradient or continuum.   Where can I find more information about Semantic Gradients? Reading rockets has an excellent, clear and informative video about the use of semantic gradients in an elementary classroom. This is a quick and effective resource on semantic gradients:
Let me know if you're using semantic gradients with your students! Happy Teaching, Lori Academic StandardsGLE 0501.1.2 Demonstrates knowledge of strategies and resources to determine the definition, pronunciation and use of words and phrases. GLE 0701.7.1Analyze media for their ability to inform, persuade and
entertain. Alignment of this item to academic standards is based on recommendations from content creators, resource curators, and visitors to this site. It is the responsibility of each educator to verify that the material is suitable for your content area, aligned to current academic standards, and will be beneficial to your
specific students.  Students. 
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