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MODEL FORMAT FOR THE FIRST QUARTERLY TEST

QUESTION 1 : Read and Write the Following Tamil words five times.
1. UM &
2. h6OUISH LN
3. &HL6L
4.107L0
5.UL0L0

QUESTION 2 : Say it in Tamil.

1. I am a student. 2. My name is XXXXXX.
3. We drink milk . 4. They are going.
5. You are speaking Tamil. 6. He is writing.

QUESTION 3 : Say and write it in Tamil.

1. She was here. 2.1 was there.

3. Anita is eating a mango.

4. They run 10 km. 5. You are a teacher.

QUESTION 4 : Write the names of the verbs (action words) in Tamil :

1. cry -———----- 2. 80 —-------- 3. eat ---—--—--- 4. come -------- 5. say -------- 6. sing ---------
7.do -------- 8. become ------ 9. give ------ 10. take ------- 11. walk ------ 12. see --------
13. learn --------- 14. drink --------- 15. read ------- 16. stand -------- 17. run --------- 18. begin ------

QUESTION 5 : Say and write it in Tamil.

1. She is fighting. 2. He falls.

3. She is writing. 4.1 am writing.

5.1 am going to India. 6. He speaks Punjabi.
7. She takes flowers. 8. These are books.
9. I drink milk. 10. Is that a parrot?
11. Is that a goat? 12. Hello!

13. Is your mothertongue Tamil

14. Say the following numbers in Tamil : 5, 3, 100, 10, 4, 2, 7, 20, 9
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MODEL FORMAT FOR THE SECOND QUARTERLY TEST

QUESTION 1 : Write all vowels of Tamil Alphabet in proper order.

QUESTION 2 : Write the Tamil names of following things :

1. boy --------- 2. girl =—----—-- 3. dog -------- 4. cat -------- 5. letter --------- 6. tea ---------

7. ear --------- 8. nose -------- 9. hand ---------- 10. leg ---------- 11. egg --—------- 12. tail ---------
13. mango --------- 14. apple -------- 15. banana ------ 16. plate --------- 17. car --------- 18. knife ---------
19. fan -------—--- 20. book -------- 21. ball --------- 22. chair --------- 23. key --------- 24. window -----

QUESTION 3 : Say and write in Tamil :
1. I drank milk.
2. He walked 2 km.
3. She was reading a Hindi book.
4. She will take flowers.
5. She will go.

QUESTION 4 : Answer and write in Tamil :

1. What is your name?

2. Where do you live.

3. How are you?

QUESTION 5 : Say and write in Tamil :
1. I sleep at 10.00 O’ Clock.
2. You (all) will give money.
3. I will eat fruits.

QUESTION 6 : Say and write in Tamil :
1. Radha goes to school.

2. Sita will come to New York.

3. R3jan reads a Tamil book.

QUESTION 7 : Write Tamil consonants Alphabetical order.
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MODEL FORMAT FOR THE THIRD QUARTERLY TEST

QUESTION 1 : Write the Tamil suffixes used for saying following expressions :

QUESTION 2 : Say and write in Tamil :
1. The dog will eat the bone
2. The bricks will fall
3. Tam ok!
4. What is the news?
5. Don’t worry!
6. Who is she?
7. Where is the dog?

QUESTION 3 : Find the Intransitive and Transitive actions and say them in Tamil :
1.to sing -------------—-- 2. to fall 3. to walk 4. to buy ------------

5. t0 s€€ ~—-mmm-mmmmmmeme 6. to hear 7. 10 Write ----mmmmmemmemeee 8. to stand -----------

QUESTION 4 : Say and write in Tamil :

1. Yesterday monring.

2. You are welcome.

3. Where are you going?

4.1 am going to Chennai.

QUESTION 5 : Say and Answer in Tamil :

1. What’s your native language?

2. How are you?

3. Do you want coffee?

4. Do you know Tamil?

5. What is your name?
6. Who is she?
7. Who is he?
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MODEL FORMAT FOR THE FOURTH QUARTERLY TEST

QUESTION 1 : Say and write in Tamil :

1. Please come in.

2. Please excuse me.

3. Open the door!

4. Please be quite.

5. Hurry up!

QUESTION 2 : Say and write in Tamil :

1. to her —————--—---——- 2. to them
5. near him ----------—-——- 6. from you ---------------
9. for us ------------—- 10. by them ------------—--

QUESTION 3 : Say, answer and write in Tamil :

1. What is her name?

3. for her

8. from you --------

12. of our

2. Who is he?

3. What is his mother tongue?

4. Is your mothertongue English?

5.

QUESTION 4 : Say and and write in Tamil :

1. Please have a seat.

2. Please listen.

3. Please wait.

4. Please come again.

5. Say yes!

6. Is your mothertongue Sanskrit?

7. Please close the window.

8. A letter to my brother

9. The bird on the tree.

10. My house.
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LESSON 1
THE TAMIL ALPHABET

Tamil Vowels :

3 S Q@ 2 2 61 6 & € 61
3T ST g g 3 E q T 3 s s g
a a i 1 u a e é ai 0 0 au akh

In this row of 12 vowels, vowel number 2, 4, 6, 8 and 11 are extended sounds of the short vowel number 1, 3, 5, 7 and 10.

Tamil Full Consonants :

& ®h & @ L 60l

&, T =3 T, 9 =) T, S or

ka, ga nga cha, sa niya ta, da na

$) [b L L0 LLI J]

q, g T T, T I T

ta, da na pa, ba ma ya ra

0 6l W em M e

T q =) ==} £y T

la va. wa la’ la ra na
M, W q g & ST aﬁ'
Sa, sa sa ha ksha ja shri
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Tamil Half Consonants

Tamil Consonants without their inherant vowel ‘a’

hl &

e L
iy

6001

%, I S3 =, ¥ <, 8 UL
k, g ng ch,s t, d n

L
t,d

1 L s
n p,b

L0 L

7 T
m y

24

»—/Q_I

A
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Tamil and Devanagari Sanskrit Alphabet Charts
Side by Side Comparison

TABLE 1 : Tamil - Sanskrit inherent interrelationship
Tamil Vs Devanagari Sanskrit

VOWELS
il e ola | |z @i [EF7 |s2u |z o6
Devnagari | 1 T g 2 3 >

famil o 6T e|w 6] 6|2 83 ai [h €9 0|75 €@ 0|k RO aulsr .. akh
Devnagari | @ T T 3 37s 3% 3’ :
Tamil Vs Devanagari Sanskrit
CONSONANTS
Tamil F &k slhlaog|ss&ch |5 @by Lt | 6001 n
Devnagari | & & T & =3 g8 g (A cT3T®TE |

Tamil
ad ¢ albn |=Up 7 L0 m allly [=Jr
Devnagari |9 941 € Gl T H H q I

Tamil q@0 1 (w6 |m6M) |zl9r |z [760a

Devnagari | & q @ *
Tamil | These five are
T, 600 sh | g ONVs g 6UD h | a7 GO ksh |7 & j | adopted
: Granthaksharam
Devnagari | 3T, § R g & = characters
&~ -

NOTES : (i) Quite contrary to the common belief that Tamil language is totally independent and
unrelated to Sanskrit, the above vowel consonant tables (as well as the following lessons and rules on
Sandhi, Samasa etc. in Tamil grammar) clearly exhibit that the relationship between these two ancient
languages is beyond just a coincidence. These two languages may have been developed separately, but
their millenniums of common inheritance on the Indian subcontinent clearly reveals their common
imprint. One language may or may not have come from or influenced the other, but there is a common
thread for sure.

* (i) Some Hindi speaking people may think that letter & is not a Devanagri or Sanskrit character. Even

though it did not reach Hindi, the Sanskrit has it. Letter <& appears in the very first verse of the Rigveda
(a1t gafed). You can also hear their sounds in Tamil, Telugu, Kannad, Malyalam, Marathi and

Gujrati languages. Same is true for the letters @ and 3. In Hindi, vowels ¥ and 37 are used in their
place. See the language charts in the Appendix.
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The Tamil Compound Letters

i. Remember that the dots placed above the Tamil Characters are NOT the Anusvara Nasal Dots. A dot
above any Tamil letter means the letter below that dot is MUTE, half or without the inherent vowel a
30). A Tamil letter with a dot over it is equivalent of the Sanskrit or Hindi half letter or a letter with

the Halant slash under it e.g. 10, &, & =4, q, Fetc. Thus, LD + S| = O & + 37 = #) etc.

ii. A consonant can not be pronounced without any vowel to it. Thus like Sanskrit or Hindi, vowel & a
37 is considered inherent in each full consonant. Without it, the consonant is considered mute or half.

iii. Unlike Sanskrit or Hindi, the Tamil letters of a compound characters are written one after another.
They are not written with half letter attached to full letter. e.g. $&, LU, LIV =%, ™, ™, etc.

Thus, the Sanskrit (and Hindi) compound letters will be written in Tamil as shown below :

™, %h, d,

& 1T, K K HE,

&, A A,

g, A 3

&, &7, $&. LL., 7, 7, SU, W, $&, $, 0, €91, &ng, &E LD

The Devanagari Anusvara and Visarga in Tamil
1. The Anusvara Nasal Dot :

In Tamil writing there are no Anusvara Nasal dot like the Hindi writing has. But, like Sanskrit, for
writing nasal pronunciations in the words, the ‘Kindred’ or Class Nasal Consonants are used. The
following chart of Devanagari Class Consonants helps understanding how the Nasals work in Tamil as
well as in Sanskrit, because both are exactly same (for detailed discussion on this aspect, please refer to
my “Learn Sanskrit through English Medium”™ Lesson 3.2).

TABLE 2 : The Devanagari Class Consonants and Nasals in relation to the Tamil Nasals :

Devanagari Class | Sanskrit Class Characters | Equivalent Tamil Kindered Nasal
that may come after the Character that may come Characters
Kindered Nasal after the Kindered Nasal Sanskrit & Tamil
Characters Characters
shown in the last colomn. | shown in the last colomn.
1|k Class s air: |= @ we) k(khggh) & k Class = ng T
2| ch Class % |5 @sw) c(chjjh) |& chClass ST fy b
3 t Class cai: |2 (3s@ ¢t(thddh) L. t Class (retroflex) o n 6001
41t Class To: |qT @& ¢(thddh) & th Class T b
5|p Class wai: [w (& W pphbbh) || p Class Tm LO
6 | Non-class IIAT ATHED L § e el S i
Characters P
yrilv shshsh 6Q v am

This Table is developed by Sanskrit Hindi Research Institute for “Learn Tamil Through English/Hindi” by Ratnakar Narale.
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The above tables shows that the Tamil characters of Alphabet are in exactly same order as the
Sanskrit Alphabet. The words with nasal sounds will be written in Tamil and Sanskrit as shown in

the following Table :

TABLE 3 : The Devanagari - Tamil Nasals Nasals :

Devanagari Class Tamil words Sanskrit Hindi English
I |g |k Class S a0 | gri@ oes, ao5) e, Wy | e Conch
2 | g |ch Class = =t LI€h&LOLN (o) EEERE e Fifth
3 |L |t Class saf: | SOGULTLA,SLO TS, | et Rhino
(FRITSTIRHET) s
4 |g |t Class @ T F6IIBED (D) STt et Hair
5 |y |p Class & | gipLenin @wes) T et Blanket
6 Non-class AmIsLD ) 55K g, ™= | Lion
. o TR TR World
GrOLOGNOMJLA (FURHA)
This Table is developed by Sanskrit Hindi Research Institute for “Learn Tamil Through English/Hindi” by Ratnakar Narale.

2. The Visarga Dots QLUISHLN (ET=@):
i. In Tamil, in order to write some Tamil words with visarga sound or for the Sanskrit words with
Visarga ( : ), the (. akh) sign is used. This . sign is called QUIGHLO dytham or (LALIL6eNT6N

mubbulli.

ii. Although in Sanskrit words the visarga could come after any vowel, in Tamil words it usually
comes after a short vowel and before a hard consonant. e.g. 61..(& ehku (Steel); .- HLA =
gl’l’ﬁﬂl.l_lm @r=#) grains; Q.G 37:F (That). bLO.. namah 74: (Salute).

TABLE 4 : CHARACTER PRONUNCIATION GUIDE

Hard Nasal Semi Short Long Dipthongs
Character. Vowels Vowels

Gutturals & o N =Y é{L 6T 6

Palatals & [D @ 6ol L @ T 2

Cerebrals L 6001 |'£ on

Dentals & b J 60

Labials U Lo 6 o oa Q@ 6 66

This Table is developed by Sanskrit Hindi Research Institute for “Learn Tamil Through English/Hindi” by Ratnakar Narale.
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BEFORE YOU BEGIN, PLEASE KNOW THIS

1. The Tamil alphabet is derived from the ancient Indian inscriptional Brahmi script and was
known as Brahmi-Tamil script.

2. Like Sanskrit (unlike Hindi and English), the Tamil vowel letter shapes (3, S, @,
[T...€961T ) can come only at the beginning of a word. They never come in the middle or at

the end of a word. In the middle or end they are used only in their sign (\7T) forms attached
to the right, left, up or below a consonant.

3. In Tamil there are 12 vowels and 18 Consonants. Like Sanskrit or Hindi (unlike English), in
Tamil there are no Capital letters.

4. Tamil short vowels are pronounced more abruptly than the corresponding Hindi or English
sounds.

5. When there are short and long vowels within a word, the long ones are pronounced more
distinctly.

6. While learning the 18 consonants by heart, the first 10 consonants are repeated in five pairs
of two consonants each, then the rest eight consonants are said singly or in pairs of two.

7. The long Tamil vowels like (&, 3T) have a drawing pronunciation (like Punjabi T, ¥ in 33rq|
g 1). They can not be exactly rendered in Hindi or English.

oo

. Please remember that English equivalent pronunciations of Tamil characters are rarely exact.
If you can read Sanskrit/Hindi, you can write, read and express them quite exactly.

9. Each letter of the alphabet can be named by adding (suffixing) &L HH karam to short
letters, &MPLA HRA kaaram to long letters and prefixing @ T i to the mute Tamil letters.
€.g8. 3 da=3F a-kar, ) 3 aa=3HR, & T k=3T% iketc.

10. Tamil is spoken by over 80 million people in the world. Tamil is spoken by people in

almost every country in the world.

NOW YOU ARE READY TO LEARN : READING AND WRITING THE TAMIL SCRIPT.
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LESSON 3

VOWEL- CONSONANT RULE : When a word ending in a vowel is followed by a word beginning

with consonant &%, =, q, or T, k, ck, t, or p that consonant is doubled.

TABLE 5 : SUMMARY OF CONSONANT MODIFICATIONS (%f?r)

& & & 1) L0 L
6501 L& L& 6GuTL_ 65016001 LI
LD & @& b b LD
60 D& & MM, 6010 601601 60TL0 mu
61 L& L& L, 6GoTL- 6UUT600T | 6BUILN, 6T16HTI LU
601 M& & 601, MM 601601 ]
Vowel & &g 5%5)) L

This Table is developed by Sanskrit Hindi Research Institute for “Learn Tamil Through English/Hindi” by Ratnakar Narale.
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CHART OF ALPHABET WITH VOWEL SIGNS

a a i i u ] e e ai 0 g au
SR E] 3 = LG S G- - | il
A 3B Q T 2 a1 1 ¢ B & & oo
=) | & o FO QG oema Qom Gom Qoen
% @ R - * * ¥ & % @ -t el
& &I & & & &o Qs GCo» em&» Qam  GCasm  Gsen
hl 1) 13 1Y i, Qhl  Ghl  emh Chiem Grhim  Clhien
& &M & & & & Qg GCg emad Qar  Gam  Qgen
& @1 @ & ql anr Qe Ce e Qem GCem Cepen
L Lm lg. le Gk @ (L G e QLm Geoim  Glevten
6ol eooim 6wl ewi @ ew eon G Gewr emevor Qewoim  Gevorm - Glevuren
& &N 6ol 60T (1] on  Qer Geol  emen Gleoim  Geurm  Qlewren
L i ] 1 L L, Qu Gu eou Qum  Gum  Guen
L0 Lom LAl Tl o eLn Qo G e Qum  Gum  Qloen
w o ui ug W Wy, Quw Guw  eow Qum  Gum  Glwen
J g m T @® e Qp Gy eng Qpm  Gom  Qpen
0 eom 60 6V &l ool Qev Gev emev Gleom  Geom  Gleven
6l el el af 6] e, Qeu  Geu emeu Geumr  Geum  Gleuen
en  enm el o QL Q) Qen  Genm  emen Genm  Genm  Glerten
D o ) ) ol o O Gp em GorT  Gom  Gmen
61 eoIm  6ofl 60T (1] on  Qer Geor  emen Gleoim  Geurm  Qlewren
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BEFORE YOU PROCEED FURTHER, PLEASE KNOW THIS

1. Like Sanskrit and Hindi, the 3, @, 2 3, 5, 3 are Basic or Simple Vowels. The rest nine vowels
3, IT, 241, 1, 6], B, 62, 69, 01 3T, ¥, 3, U, T, ¥, 3, 37, 37 are Compound Vowels,
composed of the Basic three vowels. e.g. Q) = H + S|, [T = @ + @;M =2 + 2
61 =31+ Q6] =3 +MY =3+ + Qe =3 +2;6 =3 + 2am;

6 = 3 + 3 +&.33lT=33[+33[;‘5c=§+§;E=3+3;E=3?+§;1i=35[+‘5c;ﬁ\r=
BT+ 37T+ 3;3M =37+ 3530 =37+ F; 3 =37+ 37+ 3.

2. Like Sanskrit, and unlike Hindi and English, the last consonant (with vowel 37 a), is pronounced with

full stress (long). e.g. Tamil : U& (T, s depart); Sanskrit : 7 (baka Stork); Hindi : s/ (bak
pronounced as §&% Stork); English : Buck (% buk Dollar).

3. While learning the 18 consonants by heart, the first 10 consonants are repeated in five pairs of two
consonants each, then the rest eight consonants are said singly or in pairs of two.

4. When there are short and long vowels within a word, the long ones are pronounced more distinctly.

5. Within the above mentioned five pairs, each initial consonant is followed by its corresponding
(devanagri) nasal consonant e.g. &Ihl, &b, L6001, HIb, LILQ s, =11, 0T, 94, UHA,

6. The next four consonants form two pairs like the Devanagari Alphabet. LI ], 60 6M I I, & a;

r, v

7. No Tamil word begins with the last four consonants L@, 6r1, ), 60T.

8. A Tamil mute or half consonant (with the dot over it) is named by prefixing @ i ¥ sound to that
consonant.e.g. & [l & .. IO ] =% T = ... AT ka, nga, cha ... ma, ra etc.;

& Il & ... 0 M etc. =3F 35 3 ... 30 K ik, ing, ich ... im, ir etc.;

9. Like Sanskrit and Hindi, when Tamil consonants are doubled they are pronounced more distinctly
and strongly than they are done in English. e.g. Tamil : UL_L_600ILD (9gv®  pattanam City).

Sanskrit : g% (pattanam City); Hindi : 97 ( pattan City); English : butter (§23).

10. When a word begins with vowel 61 (e @) or 6] (€ T), these vowels are sounded like GULI & ye), as
in Hindi, vowel T (e) is sounded like ¥ (ye). e.g. Tamil : 61601601 (yenna, ¥ What?) €J6001 (yen
¥9 Why?); Hindi 7@, 7 ( gae, gaye Gone); Sanskrit : ¥ (yena By whom).

NOW YOU ARE READY TO LEARN READING, WRITING and SPEAKING TAMIL.
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A PRELIMINARY VOCABULARY OF KEY TAMIL WORDS

EXERCISE : Read, write, understand and remember as many Tamil words possible.

English (&=
I @

We (all) &7
We (all - you)
You ()

You (31T)
You (all)

He (that boy)
He/she (Respect.able that)
He (this boy)
He/she (Respectable. this)
She (that girl)
She (this girl)
Those people
These people
It, this thing
That thing
These things
Those things
All

Each

What?
Which?

Who?

How many?
How, in what manner?
How much?
When?

In this manner
What for?
Where?

Now

My

Name

Devnagari
GBI

L

ATH

L

Tamil
ThIT 60T
HITLO
HITTRI&6N
5

i
BhI&Mh
S|6U60T
l6ur
@\eustn
@eur
3l6U61
@euen
Sl6UMG6N
Qeursen
Qg

)
Qeme
Sl6mel
6T6L6VLITLO
ep6Ua(heal(hHLID
61601601
18l

LI
615HSHGI601
6TLILILG.
6T616)6116Y]
etLIGum
@uiLig
1HMSHMS
6ThIGS
@i
61601
Qi
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Transliteration
nan
nam
nangal
ni

nir
ningal
avan
avar
ivan
ivar
aval
ival
avargal
ivargal
idu

adu
ivai
avai
ellam
ovvaruvarum
enna

edu

yar
ettane
eppadi
evvalavu
eppo
ippadi
ippadi
enge
ippa

en

peyar



LESSON 5

THE BASIC TAMIL NUMERALS

0 & 60Tl =  sunyam

1 eg6vi(lh, 3= onru [ One book. €¢I, L& & &L

2 @peui(y v irandu I Two books. @6501(H L& &Mhis6N

3 epediml T=  mianru [ (L]  Three books. CLAGIMI LISHSH&HMISH6N
4 mmesI@ == nangu [ [ O [

5 8gbhg T aindu [

6 M T adru N

7 6J(g T elu N

8 6IL({H T eitu O OO O W @O @ @

9 601G =5 onbadu [
10 UGl g pattu L [

EXERCISE : Numerals

(1) Read the numbers in Tamil :
1 7 9 4 0 3 2 8 5 6

(2) Read the following Tamil numerals :
eostiml LB g8 UGl @6 M EREIUG BIHIG  Fy6dTiLn
Qnen® Bbg

(3) Read and Write the following Tamil numerals :

BI6IIE eR6uILG Getn Qneni(y Kb LB dh, USSH W
CLAsIT M )M
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LESSON 6

HOW TO MAKE YOUR OWN TAMIL SENTENCES

This is the Most Important Chapter in Learning Tamil Properly

PLEASE BE REMINDED OF THE FOLLOWING BEFORE YOU BEGIN

i. When we speak or write, we use words. We use them in meaningful groups to form sentences.
Sometimes we form a compound sentence made up of two or more clauses. The order in which
we arrange the words in the clauses and sentences is the Syntax.

ii. The sentences are of four kinds :
(a) An Assertive sentence, that makes an Assertion, Declaration or a Statement.
(b) An Interrogative sentence, that asks a Question.
(c) An Imperative statement, that expresses a Request, an Order (request is a polite order).
(d) An Exclamatory sentence, that expresses a strong feeling.

11i. When we make a sentence, we :
(a) Mention a Person or a Thing and say something about him/her/it.
(b) The person or thing about which we say something, is the subject.
(c) What we say about him/her/it is the predicate.

iv. In Tamil, English, Hindi and Sanskrit sentences the Subject comes before the predicate.
However, in the imperative sentences we leave the subject out and understood.

v. Each sentence has some action. The action word is Verb. In Tamil, Hindi and Sanskrit
sentences we place the verb at the end of the sentence. Whereas, in English the verb comes
right after the subject.

The doer of the action is the Subject, which is normally the first word of the sentence.
Therefore, Tamil, Hindi and Sanskrit are SOV (Subject-Object-Verb) languages and English is
SVO language.

vi. The thing(s) or person(s) on which the verb (action) is performed is(are) the Object(s) in the
sentence.

vii. It is often said that “Tamil is totally independent original language and has no connection
with Sanskrit language in its origin and development.” The above study and the following
research on the common fibers in these two languages, however, suggests that one language
must have come from other, or, if not, influenced the other greatly, for sure. These large scale
similarities and interrelationships can not just be a coincidence, or could it?

vii. Again, please DO NOT begin this lesson without finishing previous lessons properly. Review this
lesson at least twice. Here we go ...
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6.1 TAMIL NOUNS

i. MASCULINE, FEMININE and NEUTER TAMIL GENDER

Like Sanskrit, the Tamil nouns are Masculine, Feminine or Neuter Gender. But, the gender
classification is much more systematic in Tamil, than in Sanskrit. In Hindi is it is most erratic.

The Tamil (i) Masculine Nouns include all rational beings (actual and imaginary) such as
gods, men and personified males such as the actors in the Panchatantra fables and the Fables of
Aesop. Similarly, the (iii) Feminine category includes all goddesses, women and personified
females such as the actresses in the fables. The third class then consists of (iii) everything else,
which includes inanimate objects and living things such as stones, trees, animals, insects, birds,
etc. regardless of their actually being male of female. Again, like Sanskrit, the Tamil verb agrees
with its subject.

The gender of a noun is generally indicated by the m- fo or n- termination suffixed to the noun,
pronoun and verb. The (Nominative, Singular) Masculine terminations are 601, |68, },607 .

The Feminine Terminations are 611, &), € . The Neuter Terminations are &I, I . e.g.

TABLE 8 : GENDER M. F. N. TAMIL TERMINATIONS

Termination MASCULINE FEMININE NEUTER
Noun 601 611 &) LO& 60T LO&6T LOMME)
mahan matradu
gl Sl (Son) | ?éaiaéhter) (Npt this thing)
LOI 6501621651 Laesiad) b
A s 5
manavan manavi pandu
(Student) (StU: dent) (Ball)
Pronoun | 651, oy6t1, L6801 | i6U6d 3l6le6n 318
Sta STdeq 3
avan aval adu
(He) (Sh;e) (That thing)
Verb 601 61 G Q&S M6 QeWADTen | QFUISAMS)
GaiL SRS SRIEAES g
A sey seykiran seykiral seykirdu
(to do) (He does) (She does) (It/that does)
This Table is developed by Sanskrit Hindi Rescarch Institute for “Learn Tamil Through English/Hindi” by Ratnakar Narale.

SOME MASCULINE - FEMININE TAMIL NOUNS
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Masculine Feminine

English Tamil Hindi script  English Tamil Hindi script
1. Student LOM6ToTEU6sT | HToTa Student () Lamesoie) AT
2. Son LO&6DT "5 Daughter LO& 6T A8
3. Friend (m) ACp&Astt Ao Friend (f) HCHHH Rt
4. Uncle LOMLAM ATAT Aunty LOMLA) ATHT
5.Milkman g0 amyest | AR, Milkmaid LITeL ST UTAHR
6. Actor blg &IT At Actress blq 60 qfeh
7. Writer CoLEEGI [SEETY Writer (f) AT Afehen
8. God Cg 6601 T Goddess ) =
9. Lion HMusLD R Lioness QUETTAMIGLD | TR
10. Tiger 1,69 gt Tigress QL6TETLL 60) o

Let’s make simplest Tamil sentences

NOTE : The English articles a, an and the do not get translated in Tamil (like Hindi and Sanslrit). The numbers
(one. two, three etc.) do get translated.

LOIT 600161 60T

1. A student o1 manavan

2. One student  €2(Ih LOIT6UVIEL 60T 3% AUET oru manavan
3. The tiger 6Ol gfeT puli

4. One lion Q@ SMmsLD % fHmg oru singam
5. An actor (hlg &IT Afeary natikar

ii. SINGULAR and PLURAL TAMIL NUMBER

i. Like Hindi, Tamil has two Numbers, Singular and Plural (Sanskrit has three : Singular, Dual
and Plural).

ii. Plural Nominative of a Noun is always formed from a Singular Nominative Noun/pronoun.

iii. It is MOSTLY formed by adding suffix &6 ez gal to singular nominative noun/pronoun.
Lo S SHhISH6NT TEehiies
pustakangal (Books). (Note : final LD | m is dropped before following bl & ng).

e.g. Singular Lerod&HLO YA pustakam (Book); Plural

iv. In some NOUNS and in pronoun 3{§| 375 adu (It) , the plural is formed by just changing the
final letter 68T 7 n of the nominative singular to T T r..e.g. LO68& 601 (Man) AFET manidan
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to L0V (Men) HHEX maindar

v.. Like Hindi and sometimes Sanskrit too, the Honorific Expressions also mean pluralization
and vice versa (see previous section). e.g.

(a) The Second Person short pronoun BT X nir (You, g, 37), though plural in nature, it
is used commonly as an honorific singular, The non-honorific singular being =T ni (You g+,
q). The second person long pronoun bRI&eN ez ningal is (full form of BT X nir) is
actually a plural form Mo &N, but is often used as honorific singular pronoun (M),
more respectful than BT AT nir @)

(b) The Third Person plural short pronoun Q{6 3733 avar (They o) is more often used as
honorific singular, to imply more respect than the Third Person Singular Pronoun 6601
3799 avan (He 98) or OJ6U6N 373 aval (She a8). The Third Person plural long pronoun

Sl6UMS6EN 31aWTE avargal (They ) is (full form of QI6UM 376X avar) is actually a plural
form @ @RT, I #AM), but is often used as honorific singular pronoun (@), more respectful

than QI6UM 37 avar.

vi. Like Sanskrit, the Tamil Subject agrees with predicate in person, number, case and gender.

SOME PLURAL TAMIL NOUNS
SINGULAR PLURAL

1. Student Lomeoieuest | FOeH  Students LOM6TOIEUN &6 | HToTales

2. Son LO&60T el Sons LO&60T&6NT HETE

3. Man neoN&eor  FeET Men neN&iden  HwIE

4. Dog SMIL RIS Dogs SMILIGEN RIREC:Y

5. Tree LOgLD HH Trees LOI&6N A{Tes, AIGE %
6. Flower L 7 Flowers LL & &6 TFeha %%

7. Bird Lmene S Birds LMen6S6N RIS

8. Cow Lar(® LSS Cows Lam (B &en ISTC:A

9. Cat L 60Y60T kS Cats LL 60Y6TT 8611 EQRCS

10. Basket  goemL e Baskets FoL60L_&6( FETE

* See note ii. below, ** See note iii below, *** see note iv below.

IMPORTANT NOTES :

i. The most common plural suffix is &6V ga] I that is added to a singular noun to make it plural.

ii. * When a Singular Masculine/Feminine Noun ending in 611 n 7 is PLURALED, the 611 n 7 is changer to IT » I
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before attaching the plural suffix &6Y1 gal & to it.

iii. ** When a word ending in LD m H is followed by a word beginning with & ko, the L0 m ®

is changed to lhl ng =

iv. #** When a word ending in a vowel is followed by a word beginning with &, &, &, U £

ch, ta or pa, %, I, Tor T, the &, &, &, U is (many times) doubled.

Now let’s make more simple Tamil constructions with the basics we learned so far

1. The students LOIT6U0T 6L & 611 HUEE S manavarhal

2. Two students @Uﬂﬂﬂ([b LOIT6001 611118 60T UG HEER irandu manavarhal

3. Three cats CLOGBIM) LI, 61631 SH6N T TS munru pinaigal

4. Four baskets b6 Fo6L 6N ] FETE nangu kiadaigal

5. Five actors KbhH blg&HTSH6N g Afewes aindu natikarhal

6. Six birds 3ml LIM6m 66N 3T RIATE aru paravaigal

7. Seven Trees (9 LogmIGen TG GE, elu marangal

8. Eight cows 61IL(h UGS 6N Tdg TgFhad. ettu pasukkal

9. Nine flowers €R60ILIG)| L, &6 g YFhes Onbadu kpikkal

10. Ten men U@@J LﬂGUﬂ@IT&)GTI I #Ees pattu manidarhal

11. Eleven boys u@Qm IT6i)'IQ_| 6DLILIGOISH6YT Ui Uitz padinonru paiyangal
12. Twelve girls U6i)'l61$ﬂ|]61fm® ClLI6TOI & 61T ufeRug UEes  pannirandu pengal

13. Thirteen horses LdlesieLaeim) GHeMN&HeN  uik~g~ FR&Te  padinmunru kudiraigal
14. Fourteen houses udHeninen@ el(h&en ufeq=] g padinangu vidugal

15. Fifteen fish LSenevihih Lsd&en ufdig #ex  padinaindu minhal

16. Sixteen foxes LBlesITmI bif&en ufeAr® aRwes padinaru narigal

17. Seventeen saints IJCBGGUIQ:Q &IT@JGBG;GTI g gFhes  padinelu sadukkal

18. Eighteen days USH Q6L () L &6l e Aegx  padinettu nathal

19. Nineteen daughters LI GI&HIT60T ugl LO& 601 & 611 TNIeeg Hew®  pattonbadu mahathal
20. Twenty women Amugl ClLeTIs6N THEg YRS irubadu penhal

Now let’s make our own simple Tamil sentences using Pronouns

6.2 THE BASIC TAMIL PRONOUNS
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TABLE 9 : BASIC TAMIL PRONOUNS

Pronoun Tamil Devnagari | Transliteration | Oblique Case/
Possessive case *
1 I1&§ (MF) b6t a1 nin T €651
2 | We@™ (MF) HTRISEN Eieic-y nangal T 6TTRIG6N
3 [ You(@ (MF.) 5 & i 3T 2 6t
4 | You (3m) (M.F.) B Lk nir 3 210
5 | You (all 37 @) (M.F.) Bhisen fz ningaj 3T o IGE
6 [ He (that boy) (M) 3166 SCE sEaq
7 He/she (Resp. That) (M.F.) Y QO 3T SICES
8 He (this boy) (M.) @ 6LI6HT ECER ECE§
9 He/she (Resp., This) (M.F.) @ Qlf ECEY gay
10 She (that girl) (F.) EXTY en SICC-Y 3aB_
11 She (this girl) (F.) @ Q6 ECCy ECCY
12 | Those people (M.F.) 3 QIS 6N eqa’rfa; eqa’rfa;
13 | These people (M.F.) @6)."15)6“ ga’rfa; 331‘?&;
14 | It, this thing (N.) @ @.l 33 5
15 | That thing (N.) 3 @.l Sy
16 | These things (N.) @ 66 gﬁ', gﬁ'ﬂ&; ‘sﬁ', gé'l'l&;
17 | Those things (N.) 2I6ME IS, MANZ I, MANZ

* Oblique case (inflectional base) is used as possesive pronoun such as my, our, your, his, her, their etc.

Let’s make simple Tamil constructions using common Personal Ponouns

1. That student

2. Those students
3. This is a cat
3a. This cat

4. These baskets
5. He is an actor
6. Those are birds
7. Those Trees

8. That cow

O|6U6TT LOIMT600T6L60T

OI6UMSH6YT LOM6E00T6UITSH6YT

Qa1 Yemen
Qs Lemen
@l6m6l Fo6mL 6l

S|6U6TT bl &I
Sieme LIMemeUs6r
Sl6meU LONThIG6N
3G L&

3 HTOTE
3TaEE AUTEE
Bl
=

T HSTE
3T AT
31 TS

SRR
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idu pinaj

inda ptinaj
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avai paravaigal
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9. My dog

10. These men

61601 [HITLLI

@eurden LO6ENSHITH6N

T A

THER AEEE

en nay *

ivarhal manidarhal

* NOTE Oblique cases (the inflectional base) shown in the right column of the above table is also used

for Possesive Pronouns, such as : my, our, your, his, her, it’s, their, etc.

TAMIL INTERROGATIVE PRONOUNS

TABLE 10 : COMMON TAMIL INTERROGATIVE PRONOUNS

Pronoun Tamil Devnagari Transliteration

1 | What? @=?) 1651601 TH? enna

2 | Who? which person @17?) (M.F; Sg.PL) | iy IR? yar
Which persons? @& arr?) (MLF.) CTEUM B 6N TEER

3 | Who? which man @=?) (M.) €166 Taq? evan

4 | Who? which woman @=2) (F.) O TIZ? eval

5 Who? with respect (&5=?) (M.F.) el TE? evar

6 | Whoall? (= @rt?) (M.F.) ETOUMB 6N TIER? evarhal

7 | Which thing? @t <frs?) (N) 618 wg? edu
Which things? &H2?) (N) ETENE, CTEMEUBET Td, TS

8 Which one? of many (&1 Ts?) 6'[[_[)9 g end

9 | Where? @ar?) ARICS ui? enge

10 | Why? Rii?) 6J6t1 Tq? en

11 | When? @=?) el ICLIT Ty eppo

12 | What for? why (g e ==ii?) ﬂngTGi) TEATA? ednal

13 | How much? (&Faar?) 6'[65]6)]6“61] 3T ? evvalvu

14 | How? G217 6TLILIG, 66D s eppadi

1 | Here @&D QLA EEd inku

2 | There @z ShiG AP anku

3 Somebody (r%) I.IJITGI]IT TR yaro

4 | Al @ 6T6LELIT(THLD AR ellarum

5 Now (370 @UQUI’I’@@] TG ippoludu

6 | When? 6T I'JQIJITQQ@] THIgg eppoludu

Let’s make simple Tamil constructions using Interrogative Pronouns

REMEMBER : TAMIL SYNTAX IS SAME AS HINDI SYNTAX (but not like English),
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In Tamil is, are (2, €) need not get translated, like Sanskrit.
A Tamil sentence can be translated word for word in Hindi and vice versa.

VOCAB : Name = GUIT per ¥, Place (fa/zam) = QNI {ir 3, Mother tongue (HTGHTST) =
SMUIQLOML taymoli arasifes,
Is not, Not, No = @6\)6676\) illai 3.

1. Which student? 61[hd LOM6U0IEU60] U= HUIGA enda manvan

la. Who is the student? WM LOM600I6U60T IR ATUTGE  yar manvan

2. Which students? 6T[h& LAMEUOIEUMSH6NT T= HeEe enda manavargal

3. Which book? 618 L&D tg JaeH? edu puttaham

4. Which one? This one. 6T[h&H? @@j T=? 335 end? idu.

5. What is your name? ©_[hI& GUIT 61631601 S O UeA? (3Uehl ATH <=7 €?) ung per enna

6. My name is Ratnakar 61651 GLIIT J&H6OINBHIJ60T TA U I en per Ratnakaran

7. What is your place name (Where do you live?)? ©_hi& oe1T GUIT 67601601 S 3 T wer?
(3T T T ATH 9T &?)ung iir per enna

8. My place name is Toronto (I live in Toronto). 61681 &[T GLIIT QI_ITUITGUDTQI_IT W O W
R, @Y T HT A7 AW & = F IR F W@ §) en iir per Toronto.

9. Who is she? SI6M6YT LWIMIT 3169 IR (@8 &9 &?2) aval yar

10. Who is he? Q{6681 WIMIT 370 IR (I8 I 8?) avan yar

11. Who is that (respectable) person? QJ6UIM WM 3R IR @ 9 &?) avar yar

12. T am Indian. [bIT60T @bHUIES 717 == nan Indian

13. She is not Telgu. SI6U6NT CIHEVIRIG G6LEM6V s/ IGT s aval Telungu illai

14. We are Indians. [HITRI&6N @rj)é]u_lr'ram’n qiey sfes=nfes nangal Indiyargal

15. My mother tongue is Hindi. 6T601 @ITILIQLOIT@ @Edﬂ A agHEfes 3% en taymoli Indi

16. What is your mother tongue? 2_Ihi& @ITILIQLOIT@ 61601601 ST dTHItes Wa? ung tdymoli enna

17. My mother tongue is Tamil. 61651 &MUIGLAMN LAY v ar#ifes afies en taymoli Tamil

18. Is he* a student? SI6U6TT LOGUVIEUGETIIT ? 37a HUG-T? avan manvana?

* NOTE : Suffix Q| a 37 is attached to a noun to ask a question (the question that does not begin

with any Interrogative adjective such as, what?, which? when? etc). The Suffix &| 4 31 can be

attached to any word in a sentence to make a question pointing to that word.

EXERCISE : Translate, Say and Write it in Tamil Answers are given in small font for your help, if you need.

VOCAB : Boy = 60LIWI6ST paiyan T, Girl/Woman = GILIGYI pen ¥v7, Man = L0611 601
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manidan %, Friend (m) = SIGH&GH60T Raafear sinehidan

1. Which boy? €SI 6MLILIEH = tr=? enda paiyan

2. Which girl? 6MhGI QUEE t= v7? enda pen

3. Which man? EIHGN L0eNGet w= =fea?  enda manidan

4. Which woman? 6N QUEE w= o7 enda pen

5. What is her name? (89e1 17 &7 §?) @euen GUIT 6165168 zae o= wa?  ival per enna

6. Her name is Radha. @euent GUIT RGN o ¥ T=T ival per Rada

7. Where does she live? (her place name)?  @euen eait Guit 61661681 5 3= R wa? ival dr per enna

8. She lives in Madurai. @euen 2ari GUIT LOGIDY T 3T I 7Y ival ar per Madurai

9. Who 1is he? SI6U6HT WM 370 a1 avan yar

10. He is my friend, Mr. Singh. SIeuaT a6 ACmASE ALY rOlc 7 T RFfee frex RAT. avan en sinehidan Mr. Singh
11. Is he* Telgu? SIEUEHT QABEVIMIST? 3/ FG? avan Telunga?

12. No. He is not Telgu. @Lemev Si6ustT QABHEYIMIE @EVLEM6V st st I st illai. avan Telungu illai
13. What is his mother tongue? Sl6U HMIQMA 61651681 ot AT wr? avar taymolf enna

14. His mother tongue is Punjabi. Sl SMIQLNeA Ligh& S s armifes wsmelt. avan taymoli Panjabt

EXERCISE : Translate in El’lgllSh or Hindi Answers are given in small font for your help, if you need.

1. 2. Mm& GUIT 61631601 S T WA? ung per enna What is your name?

2. 61601 GUIT [JIRIGH6EST T 2R G en per Rangan My name is Rangan.

3. 2 hI& a1 GUIT 61631601 <7 3 X TA? ung iir per enna Where do you live?

4. Sleuen GLUIT eT6v1601 379 0 wA?  ival per enna What is her (that girl’s) name?
5. Ql6uUen WIMM 3@ IR aval yar Who is she (that girl)?

6 @6)]66[ oanfT GUIT 61601601 399 3X U WHA? ivan {r per enna Where does he live?

7 @6)]66[ oart GUIT LOG[6MI] 53T T W |Y ivan iir per Madurai He lives in Madurai

8. SI6U6DT LOMEBBIEU6DIT ? 3T HUIGT? avan manvana? Is he* a student?

8a. QI6U6YT LOMGUOIEUONIT ? 37d HUGesT? aval manvia? Is she* a student?

THE ‘YES/NO’ TYPE OF QUESTIONS

1. “Yes / No’ type of questions in Tamil are expressed with the use of the ‘question marker” &, a 3.

ii. This question marker may be attached to any word of the a sentence, other than to the adjective of the
noun. However, the interrogative suffix is attached usually to the last word.

EXAMPLES :
1. Is it a goat? @\&| b (B6UM idu aduvass 3mgar? QGleUm P iduva adu s3ar 3Tg?
2. Is that a parrot? I&| ML adu liliya 375 Refezar? IGleun &Hlefl aduva kili swgar ffez?

3. Is that a boy? QI6U60T 6MLILIGDIT avan paiyani 375 Og-T? Sigleum 6MLILLIEOT avana piyan
AT TP

4. Is it a book? @@j U&SSHLAM idu puttahama 35 ITeHT? @@jQIIT USSLD iduva puttaham
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23T JUeH?

5. Is that a Dollar? SI&| L M6V adu dalard 315 staa? HGI6UN L6V aduva dalar igar
STe?

6. Is she Indian? |6)I6 @I:I)QU_IGNIT aval indiani 37&es gieez=T? 6U6NT @I})@U_IGU[ avala
indian 39T 3-ET?

7. Is your mothertongue Tamil? 2_601 gITI.LIQLDITI,@ @Lﬁ]I‘QIT un téymolf tamila 3 argHEfes
qfHBT?

8. How many pairs of gloves are these? (61&H&GI6T ettane T~ = How many? G&ITlq jodi Sy
= Pair; HSHCHMELD atthakosham 3wz = Glove) @& 61HGHClenT GIMig
S1HSHCHMELD idu ettane jodi athakosham T TH SIS TR ?

9. Is she your wife? (2_LD(LA6MLI ummudaiya 3532a = Wife) Q6U6T 2_LO(LAGOL L
LO6DY6STOMLIM aval ummudaiya maneviyd 37de SEST HATGAT?

10. Howmanieth Prime Mininster is Mr. Manmohan Singh? (Q@ thiru 0% = Mister;
GTQ@GDTITQ_IQJ ettanavadu ta-Td9g = Howmanieth; Lcﬂlj@Lﬂ m@@m piradan mandiri RER
#F&R = Prime Minister) $I(h LOBEILATOM6T 6rOlhi& 61HGH6uIMeUG LNJSHL0 LOhHGIT
thiru Manmohan Singh ettanavadu piradan mandiri 7% #=8ga {7 waaeg frgw Af<R?
NOTE : This was not a Yes/No type of question, therefore Q| suffix is not used.

iii. THE POLITE / FORMAL SPEECH

i. The Honorific Suffix & < ng is added to the last word of the sentence to show politeness
or respect by the speaker to the listner.

NOTE : If the word ends in 601 7 n or LD H m, the last 601 T n or LD H{ m is dropped before
attaching Ihl® & ng
eg. )b (You=g) +M& =HMm& (You Si/Madam - 319) ¥ + & = frs ni + ng = ning
(i) 6UEUISHSLO (Hi 79%T) aurehry  vanakkam = (Respect) 6U6001&H&MI&G (Hello FH%r

SfT) gurehs  vanakkang

ii. In Tamil, somewhat like Hindi (3719 = you = with respect as well as plural), the expression
of respect by adding the Honorific Suffix suffix hi& < g to a noun also means
expression of plurality of that noun.
e.g. (i) QHHMWIEd (Teacher) + MIS = YEMWIMS (Teacher Sir or Teachers I[FSiT)
TRIRTT + & = afaRIE asiriyan + ng = asiriyang
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(ii) LOM6UBTIEU6DT (Student) ATOTE manvana + & ng = LOM6EBOIEUMMIS (+ respect or Students
BM) AUES manvang
iii. Suffix 37X ar may be attached a Singular Noun and suffix & mar to plural Nouns, to

denote respect.

TERMINATIONS OF RESPECT /PLURAL FOR PRONOUNS

TABLE 11 : TERMINATIONS of RESPECT / PLURAL, for PRONOUNS

PERSON HONORIFIC / PLURAL SINGULAR PLURAL
Pronoun Termination Termination
Singular Plural Honorific Honorific
2nd (You) M.F. B EYS ey [FH&6N
A nir ez ningal R ir QT Irgal
(3TTm) SIERSIE!
3rd (He/She) ML.F. | gieun 2IUMTH6N =) ST S6N
3 avar (@) | 37aWTes avargal 3R ar MW argal
@ @nm)
3rd (It) N. SI6MEUBH6ENT 3|60 37 an
3197z avaigal @)
First Person Pronoun I or We is not used in Honorific Manner in polite talk (for, one does not give respect to himself).
This Table is developed for Sanskrit Hindi Research Institute for “Learn Tamil Through English/Hindi ™ by Ratnakar Narale.
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I'V. MAKING OUR OWN TAMIL SENTENCES WITH ACTION WORDS
1. Speaking PRESENT events

1. T am learning Tamil / I learn Tamil. [HIT60T @Lﬁ]g &Gi)é')](gmﬂ'ﬂ nan tamil kalkiren (kal + kiru +
en = kal + kir + én = kalkiren) 919 AfHez HATPA (A + FE + TT = & + R + U7 = FARA

ThIT 60T @Lﬁ]& &meﬂ(zmaﬂ nan tamil karkiren (kar + kiru + en = kar + kir + en = karkiren) =19 ¥z
FLRT (@ + o + TF = A+ B+ T = FEHRe

NOTES : (i) Again like Sanskrit, the verb “is” (@@ 5% iru, Sanskrit 31, Hindi 8) is actually not written. (ii)

Having understood the breakdown in the above example clearly, other Pronouns in other two Tenses of any
Verb can easily be figured out in same style, by attaching the Past or Future Tense Suffix to any chosen verb.
(iii) Notice the rhyming between the pronoun and its verb.

2.1 drink milk. [bIT60T LML @GLlqSHHCME = wrel SiERrer nan pal kudikkiren ($FE kudi= drink)

3. She is reading a book. {6UET LHHHLO LIG&HMMeN 79 qaen ufskeue aval putthaham
padikiral. (afs padi = Read)

4. He walks 10 km. S{6U681 10 k.m. BHLSHMMEN 3@ 10 km. TR avan 10 km.
nadakkiran (9S nada = Walk)

5. You are sleeping. H GNMIGHMMUI = FafFw= ni tingukirdy. ([ tingu = Sleep)

6. They are. SI6UMG6N @@8)8;]I’DHI‘IG)6'TT STl goieRite avargal irukkirargal. (3% iru = Be)

7. He/she goes. S{6UM CUIHIMMIT 31e% DA avar pokirar. (W po = Go)

8. You (all) are giving money. h&6n L6wILd QB HDT&H6N ez wong zgfeltes ningal
panam idukirirgal (3, 5 I, idu= Give)

9. She takes flowers. 6UT U &H&H6T 61(HHDHS CHTEMNELHDTET 7% Tohe TITD
Fresgieniies aval piikkal kollukiral (e kol = Take)

10. T worship. bIT6dT GGM(QHGME 7 AzRF nan dolukiren. (R dol = Worship)

EXERCISE : Translate in Tamil (answers are given for your help, if you need)

2. 1 eat. besT 2 6WIHGMeEs A 3R nan unkiren (30T un = Eat)

3. She is fighting. 3166 QUIT[HLAMITEN 37w ot aval porulirdl. (A% poru = Fight)
4. He falls. Si6u6tT eN(QAMT6N 37/ g avan vilukiran (f9eg vilu = Fall)
5. You do / you are doing. 5 QEUIADMUI = Fafmrr nf seykirdy. (¥ sey = Do)
6. They die. 2I6USH6N LONEGTAG6N vtz wRfFwe avargal marikirargal. (AR mari = Die)
7. He speaks. el CUEHMNIT 7= SRR avar pesukirar. (g pesu = Speak)
8. You are running. Brisen e@OBsen e srgfmints ningal odukirirgal (3T odu = Run)

9. She is writing. SIOUET 6T(QHINMTEN s7me wgghrre aval eludukiral (TS eludu = Write)
10. I trust. bT6dT [hLOLESGM6DT 7 ¥ nan nambukiren. (7§ nambu = Trust)
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COMMON TAMIL VERSBS, Part I
TABLE 13 : VERB LIST 1

1) Bathe & o Ffex  kuli 29) Keep &M Eal ka

2) Be aam E3g iru 30) Know SiM 3R ari

3) Become 3, 3T a 31) Laugh &M aR siri

4) Begin é‘-_I,IjL'ﬂlj] SIS arambi 32) Learn Ll ufs  padi

5) Break 2 6L 32 udai 33) Leave (' faog  vidu

6) Buy 2_60[] Ex3 urai 34) Like e(hLOY fo%g  virumbu
7) Come 6UIT, eM(Ih T, 3% va, varu 35) Perish QI 3ffes  ali

8) Cry 3l(P g alu 36) Put Gum@ o podu

9) Desire @&66)& ==  ichchai 37) Rain LO6MLa 73 malai
10) Die gmey g savu 38) Read Ll ufs  padi
11) Dislike ~ Gleum) % veru 39) Run R0 g odu

12) Do Q&L ¥ sey 40) Say Q&MeL  dram sol

13) Drink  Glg. FE  kudi 41) See &I 600 FOT  kan

14) Eat I 30 un 42) Sell eleL foer  vil

15) Eat gmu@y wiftag sappidu 43) Sing um(® urg  padu
16) Enter U 9%  puku 44) Sit 2 L &ML 3s*% udkaru
17) Exist,be },& AN agu 45) Sleep 2 Mh@ [ urangu
18) Exist 2_Mml Eig uru 46) Sleep S\l i@ T thurangu
19) Fall a1l fog  vilu 47) Speak  GU& Tg  pesu
20) Fight Qum@ 9%  poru 48) Stand  [Hl6L i nil

21) Get 6UMRI@ o]  vangu 49) Steal HmEB  Breg  thirudu
22) Give a® TS idu 50) Stop HMIGHG Fsg niruddu
23) Give Qa&aml Frgs  kodu 51)Suffer  U® g padu
24) Give S T da 52) Take Q&MeL @ sol

25) Give el affes  ali 53) Talk 61(H g  edu

26) Go Gum o po 54) Walk L s nad
27) Grow ) g% valru 55) Wash &H(g6Y Fzg  kaluvu
28) Hear Caen Fz kel 56) Wear 2 (&G 3IsT  ududdu

2. Speaking PAST events
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NOTE : Like Sanskrit (e7s Past tense), Tamil language also generally treats Past habitual and Past

continuous tenses as a Simple Past Tense. The specific construction is explained later.

1. 1 was learning Tamil / I learned Tamil. [HIT60T @Lﬁ]y &g‘o(ﬁma’n nan tamil karren = af¥eg i
(FA + F + U = B + T+ U = BA kal +d + én = kar + r + én = karren)

NOTE : As said before, when a word ending in 60 & /is followed by a word beginning with & T ¢,

the final 60 & / becomes ) T r. andthe & T 7 also becomes D) T r. (See the useful Tables 5 and 16)

2. I drank milk. [bT60T LML @la&HCH60T w1 uret Hfew= nan pal kuditten (FF kudi = drink)

3. She was reading a book. Si6U6NT LSHPHHLO LIGHSHMEN 376 Yuaed ufsaes aval putthaham
padittal. (ats padi = Read)

4. He walked 10 km. 3|6)601 U@@J km. LGNS 3@ ug k.m. FS=M avan pattu km.
nadandan (7S nada = Walk)

5. You were sleeping. (H GIRIGBTUL =t AR ni tungindy. (T tungu = Sleep) G + 3T + 3T
= U + 1 + Y = JAER tungu + inu + dy = tung + in + dy = tungindy; see Table 15 below)

TABLE 15 : PRESENT, PAST and FUTURE Tense SUFFIXES

TENSES VERBS ENDING IN
N aT é,:l; EL &) 3 3O T, 1 L@ 9 q, & 5] Other
a L ai,y u n,n r,! L1
Present | g&) P, ¥ i. Verbs ending in & & a b ¥ a
. Q] . Q" two short syllables Q] Q" Q" Ql' Q"
fFeh s fFeh s . % kiru | 7% kiru | 7% kiru e, e
keki kki ;ﬂg‘ kkiru, ki
iru iru Kkiru iru,kiru
ii. Other verbs
Sl
e kiru
Past i i i. Verbs ending in 5, L, i . B, 601, 6UUIL_ | Thd
bS bS two short syllables. % Db % D bS
< nd < nd [b@-_cind EVRPIEY < <, A, I <
.. - dtr nd nd, nr, nt nd
ii. Other. : :
. * kx
@601 37 nd
Future | o P i. Intransitive | i. Intransitive g p 2 + 6 &l 5 v 6ll, m + 6l
ok ud9p uTp I+ q h q, T+
ii. Transitive | ii. Transitive u+v Voru+v
6l F v 6l F v
* A word ending in 6901 n 7 if followed by & d &, the & d & changestol t & See Tables 5, 16
60 + & = 60D A+F =FI+d=nr; 61 + & = 6O0IL & + § =72 |+d=nt See Tables5, 16
**% When a word ending in any vowl is followed by consonant &, =, q, or T, k, ck, ¢, or p that consonant is doubled.
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6. They were. HOUMGH6ET @QN(BIhSMITSH6N 31aifes =g avargal irundargal. (3% iru = Be)

7. He/she went. Q16U GUMHI 3T 9=R avar pondr. (W po = Go)

8. You (all) are giving money. hhI&6T U6WILD QHTHHST&HN s wom wrgdier ningal
panam kodutirgal (3, 5 I, idu = Give)

9. She took flowers. I6UET LL&HDH6N 61(hSH &S 0= Uewha Tgysw aval pikkal eduttuk (U5 edu
= Take) See Table 16
10. I worshipped. bT63T CIHM(PCH6S 711 S5 nan dolden. (R dofu = Worship)

EXERCISE : Translate in Tamil (answers are given for your help, if you need)

2.1 ate. bT6dT 2 6801GL 63T =1 3729 nanunden (3U] un = Eat)
3. She was fighting. Sl6ue QUITTENBTEN 31 drfamres aval porvinal. (A% poru = Fight)
4. He fell. 66t N(RhHST6EN 37 g avan vilundan (f9eg vilu = Fall)
5. You did / you were doing. 5 Q&UWISMLI #r d=rT niseydiy. (¥ sey = Do)
6. They died. 2I6U&H6N LOMNhSTS6N svater aRmantez avargal marindargal. (AR mari = Die)
7. He spoke. 6l CUAMBMI 37 IR avar pesinar. (TG pesu = Speak)
8. You were running. Brise @HNNSE Fe sisfifeie ningal odugirirgal (3T odu = Run)
9. She was writing. 66N 61(QHBM6N 3ter uegferes aval eludinal (T3 eludu = Write)
10. I trusted. bedt HLOLNCeT6d A =+ nan nambinen. (4§ nambu = Trust)
EXAMPLES :

NOTE : Like Sanskrit (gJ& Future tense), Tamil language also generally treats most of the future actions
as Simple Future Tense, unless specifically required. Such specific actions will be explained later.

1. T will learn Tamil. [HIT60T @Lﬁ]@ &;D(Sua'ﬂ A s HUA (A + T + U = L + T + UA =
&UT kal + pa + én = kar + p + én = karpen)

NOTE : As said before, when a word ending in 60 & [ is followed by a word beginning with LI T p,

the final 60 & / becomes m I 7. (See the useful Tables 5 and 16)

2. T will drink milk. [bT63T LIM6L @LgLIGLI6O = el HEW nan pal kudippen (3 kudi =
drink)

3. She will read a book. Sj6U6N LSHSHHLO UlgLILITENT 3@ YdeH ufstare aval putthaham
padippal. (dfs padi = Read)

4. He will walk 10 km. Q660 U@@J km. [BLLUUMES 37&9 ug k.m. S99 avan pattu km.
nadappan (7S nada = Walk)

5. You were sleeping. (H GNMIG6EUML =t am ni tinguvay.
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TABLE 18 : FUTURE Tense SUFFIXES

TENSES VERBS ENDING IN
J 3T g, ﬁ, I I U, T L@ 9 L% Other
Future 09 p i: Intransitive i: Intransitive g p 2 + 6 T v 6ll, m + 6
Tense « (U9 p u9p T+ h T, T+
ii. Transitive | ii. Transitive u+v v, ru+ v
6l F v 6l F v

* When a word ending in any vowl is followed by consonant %, =, T, or U, k, ck, ¢t, or p that consonant is Doubled.

L

6. They will. I6UM& 6V @@UUI’[ﬁ&Gﬂ sfaiieg s&wINles avargal iruppargal. (3% iru = Be)

7. He/she will go. Q{6Um GUITEUMT 81aX d9dR avar povar. (9 po = Go)

8. You (all) will give money. 5[5]6)6?1 LI6TOTLO @@mnr‘ra;s’n Hitez go ggantes ningal panam
iduvargal (3, 5 1, idu= Give)

9. She will take flowers. SIEUM LLSHSHENT 61(HSHHISHOBTETEUTEN 16z TFhisars TgyE aval
piikkal eduttukolval (TS edu = Take) See Table 16

10. I will worship. [bT68T &M (QCEUEDT 7 Kza= nan dofven.

(8 dolu = Worship)

EXERCISE : Translate in Tamil

(answers are given for your help, if you need)

. I will eat.

. She will fight.
. He will fall.

. You will do.

2 bTedT 2 6001GL60T = 3vd nanunpen (3U] un = Eat)
3

4

5

6. They will die.

7

8

9

Sl6ueN QUITIHOUMEN 377z dreat aval poruvil. (A% poru = Fight)
Sl6u6t e\(PeUMeDT 7 Rregar avan viluvan (79 vilu = Fall)
5 Q&uleumil #r dar niseyvay. (I sey = Do)
SIQUMGHeT IMLILMT&EN st aRwmie avargal marppargal. (AR mari = Die)
(UG pesu = Speak)
Brisen e@alaen #ie sigdnte niigal oduvirgal (3, 3 odu = Run)
SIOUET 6T(QBIEUN6N 37z Toggar aval eluduval (Vg eludu = Write)

. He will speak. 16U GUSEUT 31aY IGaR avar pesuvar.
. You (all) will run.
. She will write.
10. T will trust. bT6dT [hLOLC6U6DT A g5 nan nambuven. (A nambu = Trust)
EXAMPLES : Third Person Neuter Gender Future Tense

REMEMBER :

(i) For Third Person Singular as well as Plural, Neuter Subjects, the Future Tense suffixe is 2_L0 or
&H@L0 31, 59 um, kkum (see Table 14). Same suffix for singular and pluraal both.

(i) The verbs that take 8')]@] &% kiru in Present tense, take _ L0 3¥ um in Furure tense
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(iii) The verbs that take &&M)I fFFw kkiru in Present tense, take &@LD FHH kkum in Furure tense

1. I will eat. ThIT 60T o 6001GLI6ST =T Ui nan unpen (3 un = Eat)
2. The dog will eat bone. ThITLLI GT@ILDH &@)_ILD A9 U 3UH ndy elumbu unum
(T, 3 elumbu, asthi = Bone)

3. He will fall. 2l6U6dT eN(PEUMEDI 37 Rrega avan viluvan (g vilu = Fall)
4. The bricks will fall. LUMT& &6 Qﬂ@m uTFehes. faesH pakkal vilum

(urehet pakkal = Brick)
5.1 walk. bIT6dT HLSHHCM6 =7 F=fFFT nan nadkkiren (7S nad = Walk)

6. The elephant will walk.  UWIMT6M6DT [HLSH@GLO I ASFHH yanai nadakkum
(I yanai = Elephant)

LESSON 7
USING PRE-MADE TAMIL SENTENCES, Part I

PLEASE BE AWARE OF THIS, BEFORE YOU BEGIN

i. When you are able make your own sentences, your power is infinite. And, you know why each
sentence is made this way. Only pre-made sentences is not the right way to learn Tamil.

ii. If you learn Tamil (or any language) through the common practice of learning through pre-
made sentences, you are learning blindly, without knowing why the sentence is made this way.
It’s a lame job. HOWEVER, if you first learn how to make your own sentences and then look
at pre-made phrases and sentences, you polish your learning.

iii. Therefore, please finish Lesson 6 properly, with confidence, before taking up this lesson.

iv. So far we have learned how to make our own sentences in Simple Present, Past and Future
tenses of the VERBS. Thus in this lesson we will limit our scope to what we have learned so
far.

v. In the next lesson we will learn how to use such English prepositions of the NOUNS such as :
to, with, by, for, from, in, on, at ...etc. in Tamil sentences and make a better speech. In the
following lesson we will first use these affixes again to make OWR OWN sentences, and then
study more pre-made sentences.

vi. In this lesson we will increase our VOCABLARY with the use of a Picture Dictionary of
Nouns. We will use this knowledge in the next lesson.
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vii. Those who know Hindi, please remember that Hindi uses = ne suffix for Transitive actions
of any Perfect tense. But THERE IS NO ¥ ne suffix (or equivalent) IN TAMIL. e.g. Hindi &4
@ T will be in Tamil simply & &M=T @ 3729).

viii. Make sure you have mastered TABLES 13 and 15. Mastering these is the key to make your own
sentences in three tenses.

ix. With this book, even though you can learn Tamil without learning the Tamil script, I highly
recommend that you learn Tamil through Tamil Script only. Please use the English and Hindi
script for help and verification purpose only.

PRE-MADE ENGLISH-TAMIL SENTENCES
Part I

NOTE : At this stage you may not understand every part of all sentences given below, but as we make
more of our own sentences in the following chapters, you will see them clearly if you revise this again.

1. Hi! Hello! 797 = 6U6001&H&L0 Forehy vanakkam.

. How are you? 3o %y &2 =6TLILIG @b D& wofs soferrdities eppadi irukkirirgal.

. How are you? &1 &1t €? = [h6OLOM FAT? nalma.

. Good morning! Goodnight! FH&T = 6U6U0IHHLO Turehy vanakkam.

Tamok! & &+ €1 = heLEON UN(H&HCH6D oo Rzah nalla yirukken

. Thanks! &r=raT=, gfFar = h6OIM =R nanri.

. Would you like to have tea? = > = CHBM G lg SHDMISHONTT 7 Fiefrriiver? thenir
kudikkiringala  (G&IBM &% thenir = Tea)

8. Certainly! For sure! 3/09%, 3791eh = [H&SWILAMUI Freerra™ nichchamay (§. Freemamg, froemm)

9. That’s all 5 &t & = GUTGILD rgH podum.

10. No &t = @1606m6V = illai.

11. Yes & = SIL0, QLLOMD, €RL0 379, 3™, 3| am, amam, om. . 3TH)

12. Truly I=r = 2_600I6WLOUWIMTL, 2_6YI6YILILG. ST, 3&eUS unmaiydy, ullapadi.

~N SN R~ WN

13. What is the news &7 @sX £? = 61601601 &LOMGNMIJLO wa FHERH enna samacharam
14. Don’t worry &1g &l =& = LUJ6UM-UNCV6DIEY e st parva illai
15. Please! Far = LNITHWIM FvRer pirithiya. (3. ), SUIEYQSLIIG)| ==rgi=g dayavuseudu
16. Please listen ST g = S0 GH (36)@[5]6:6?1 &% HETE idaik kelungal. (G&6YT = Listen)
17. Excuse me! &T&T SIS = LO6BT601ILLMI&6YT HH-FiTes manni-yungal.
18. What is this & &= & = Q@] 61601601 53 TH idu enna.

What happened? &1 3T = 61601601 &_I,Uj][o@] T 3411%4'%' enna dyitru. NOTE : When two DM rr
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LESSON 9

Making Complex Tamil Sentences

We have seen how to Make our Own Basic Tamil sentences in all three tenses (Iesson 6). We have
seen interesting tables, basic Tamil verbs (Tables 13 & 21) and a Pictorial Tamil Dictionary (Table
19. We also briefly saw how to make imperatives, interrogatives and negative expressions, which we
will use extensively in the following lessons.

Let’s now see how to make a bit complex Tamil sentences with the use of several ‘Postpositions’
(case suffixes). Similar to the tenses (Lesson 6), this is another very important chapter. Please make
sure you understand its every word properly. Again, do not start this lesson without finishing
previous lessons well. Review this lesson at least twice. So we begin ...

BEFORE GOING AHEAD PLEASE UNDERSTAND THE FOLLOWING

i. As we learned before (Lesson 6.1), the Tamil nouns are divided into three genders. (i) all human male

ii.

noun words are Masculine Gender, (ii) the human female noun words are Female Gender, and (iii)
all other words are Neuter Gender.

Masculine and Feminine noun words are together called the Rational Nouns. The Neuter noun words
are called Irrational nouns.

iii. In grammatical mumbo-jumbo, the ‘form’ taken by a noun (or pronoun) to show its ‘relationship’ in

the sentence is called the ‘case’ of that word. Big deal.

iv. The noun (or pronoun) itself (singular or plural), without any modification and without attaching any

suffix to it, is called the ‘Nominative’ case of that noun. This case is reserved for the doer (‘subject’)
of the action (verb) in sentence.

v. In addition to this Nominative relationship, there are seven more relationships or ‘cases’ of the nouns

and pronouns. As said in previous point, the Nominative nouns do not require any modification, it
means the other cases do need some kind of modification before attaching the case suffix to them.
This modified form of any noun (or pronoun) is called the ‘Oblique’ case or the ‘Inflectional Base’
of that noun.

vi. The addition of any of the eight case suffixes to the oblique/inflectional base of a noun is called

V1.

Declension of that noun.

The Plural Nominative is always formed by attaching the ‘Plural’ Tamil suffix to the Singular

Nominative. Most common plural suffix is &6YT ka] ez The plural Inflectional base of a noun (but
may not be of some pronoun) is always same as its Plural Nominative.

vii. All Tamil noun end only in one of the six vowels (3}, @, [F, 2, 261, €3) or in one of the eight

consonants (6001, LO, L, M, 6V, LB, 61, 601). Tamil nouns do not end in any other Tamil
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character.

viii. Depending on which letter the noun ends, all Tamil nouns are divided into FOUR GROUPS, for the
purpose of attaching corresponding case suffixes (i.e. declension). The four groups are as follows :

(a) The First Group : masculine nouns ending in 601 7 .
(b) The Second Group : (neuter) nouns ending in QL0 am 34,

(c) The Third Group : nouns ending in (b or Ml duorrug or ¥
(d) The Fourth Group : the remaining nouns.

ix. For the benefit of those who need a review, or have forgotten or have not learned the English
Case prepositions (Hindi ®Re, Sanskrit faufr), below is a Table designed to help you with the

basics of this lesson.

TABLE 26 : Case Identification

Case | English Hindi English Details
No. | Inflection Name prepositions
1 Nominative | &f - the Doer of the action (the subject)
2 Accusative | & to the direct Object of the action (indirect obj. : Dative case)
3 Instrumental | s30T with/by the Instrument or Means with/by which the action is done
4 Dative U to/for the object To or For which the indirect action is done.
5 Ablative 3TarE= from the place From where the action starts
6 Possessive | 31ferator | of the Relationship of the the object in the sentence
7 | Locative ESP i) in/on/at/with | the Location of the object.
8 Vocative geerd Oh! the Address or a Call

NOTE : These suffixes are actually pre-positions in English, but they are post-positions in Tamil, like Sanskrit.

x The case suffixes are Pre-positions in English, but they are Post-positions in Tamil (similar to Hindi
and Sanskrit). In other words, in English these word particles come before the NOUN (e.g. To
home), but in Tamil (Hindi and Sanskrit) they come after the Noun (e.g. Home to == )

xi. Any of these eight Case Suffixes are attached ONLY to nouns or pronouns. They are NEVER
attached to the verbs. The verbs take only the Tense Suffixes. The tense suffixes are never attached
to the nouns or pronouns. The ADVERBS take NO suffixes of any kind. Tamil Adjectives are also

indeclinable and are placed (without any suffix) before the noun. Only the noun takes suffix.
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LESSON 10
USING PRE-MADE TAMIL SENTENCES, PartII

PLEASE THINK THIS, BEFORE YOU BEGIN

i. When you learn to make your own sentences, you know what you are doing. You know how
each word form is made and why the word is written that way. You will recognize this reality
when you try to learn Tamil through the pre-made sentences. If you learn Tamil through only
pre-made sentences, as usually done, you will be stabbing in the dark. You should use the pre-
made sentences only to improve your learning by studying them in the light of what you have
learned.

ii. If you know Sanskrit grammar, you may have figured out from the previous lessons that
Tamil grammar is based on similar style like Sanskrit, even though it is not as vast as Sanskrit.
If you want to see or learn Sanskrit grammar to any depth, you may like to use my “Learn
Sanskrit through English Medium.”

iii. If you know Hindi, you must have discovered by now that Tamil grammar is much more
deep, logical and systematic than the Hindi Grammar you learned in schools. In Hindi
grammar, the gender is single most important aspect but it is very arbitrary with no fixed rules,
the use of cases is mixed up and the tenses are violated too often. If you want to learn Hindi in
a systematic manner, you may like to use my book “Learn Hindi through English Medium,”
with properly laid out rules, noble truths, grammar dissection and unique tables.

iii. If you studied in English schools, you may have guessed that the English Grammar is too
brief, simple, cut and dry, as compared to the Tamil grammar. It is systematic like Tamil.

iv. The present book (Volume I) deals only with the very bsic primary level of the vast Tamil
grammar. For the use of Tamil Grammar at next level, and for the use of a fully transliterated

English-Tamil Dictionary, please see Volume II of this book.

v. Again, make sure you have studied and understood previous chapters properly, before going
ahead with this and the next lessons.

vi. The answers to the questions are provided in this book for your ‘help’ only. Please first see if
you can answer the questions by yourself, theu look at the answers just to verify your answers.

vii. In each exercise, the English transliteration and Hindi is given for your assistance only.
Please learn through the Tamil script. Use English and Hindi only wher you are in doubt.

PRE-MADE ENGLISH-TAMIL SENTENCES
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Part II

NOTE : You may not understand every part of all these sentences, but as we make more of our own
sentences in the following chapters, you will see these sentences more clearly if you revise this over.

1. Excuse me, What time is the train for Mumbai? LoestesNébsHeyn Lnum CUIGLD 6u6wwllg 6TLICILIT(S)
6U(HLD mannikkavum! bambay pohum vandi eppoludu varum =f¥eras) = gy afvs TGy awq?

2. Fifty Dollars ninety cents. gLoLg| Lreoll GCeenemnm G&6uIL aimbudu dalar topniru sent ¥y ST AvoLE
BCA

3. How far is Washington from here? eumeQmaL o QmS([bha 616ueueT6y I Washington ingirundu

evvalavu diram ai¥ies SRy @y §H?
4. About five hundred k.m. &Lonit ghuim HCeOMBL sumar ainndru kilomitar AR e Reeifiet

5. Where is it? @g| 61hGCsH QbSHMG| idu enge irukkirdu 35 T sHirrg?

6. Please give me ten tickets. 616016@ USHGHIL1qHECHL &6 Q&HM(BMIS enakku pattuttikethal kodung A%
TgfaheE wrgn

7. Who is there? (M £2) winn QbeAB yar irukkirir =1 soimmiT?

8. Who is he? &ig| winfi adu yar 15 =m?

9. Does he know you? S16uI&@ 2 6s16m6s1 CHMUILOM avanukku unnai teriyuma steges 35 JRgar?

10. When did you (all) come? hrisen 611GLNG| 6u6a1SM1&6N nifigal eppodu vandirgal Hivez urdrg sdnfez?

11. What does she do? Sieuen etettent Q&UISIT6N yar aval enna seygiral 3o T JafiRTE?

12. What happened to you? 2 ené@ e16t1681 QWUNDMI unakku enna dyitru 375 T& g

13. Come later! Mm@ 6um piragu va fory ar

14. Have a seat. QILO(LRISH6N amarungal @@z

15. Please give me the newspaper. 616016:@ Q&UNSH B Q&ME enakku saydi edu kodu THas Jafx T +ig

16. Please call the doctor. Ln&Len[&&alIN® diktaraikkippidu Steetaepitag

17. What can I do for you (3TUeT & &7 JaT T ThaT %)? 2 MSEHHEG bist el6oien Caeneu Q&L
uhgalukku nn enna sevai seyya 3Tegag A T@ I =7

1. Compounding of Characters

e

PLEASE READ THIS BEFORE YOU BEGIN THE LESSON

1. This lesson is a brief Tamil version of a the rules outlined in a couple chapters from my book

“learn Sanskrit through English medium,” for the topics formulated in this lesson are parallel
in these two languages.

1. Sanskrit sandhi is a mathematical addition of two characters, vowels or consonants. Sanskrit
samasa is the linking of two words with a logical definition. The sandhi (§al_() kiittu F<cg)

and samasa (UMM pattu 92g) are both present in Tamil. Of course, from Sanskrit they have
come into Hindi as well, directly and sometimes indirectly.

In Sanskrit, the samasa is a huge and one of the most beautiful linguistic aspects. However, in
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Tamil, only the T<gs=HTE: aspect is used.

iii. This lesson is presented here in the form of sandhi and samasa rules. You will remember that
most of the sandhi rules are appropriately exemplified elsewhere in the earlier lessons of this
book and are summarized in Tables 5, 6 and 16.

iv. The sandhi rules can be further subdivided in to three categories of vowel-vowel sandhi,
consonant-vowel sandhi and consonant-consonant sandhi.

v. Although the visarga (QUISHLD dytham 3TH) is part of Tamil language, the interesting
technique of the Sanskrit visarga sandhi has not come into in Tamil. It remains the most
unique aspect of the Sanskrit language.

vi. The following collection of rules also serves as a reference checklist of all the rules you need
to know for the basic study of the Tamil language.

TAMIL SANDHI RULES

1. (a) Like Sanskrit, the 3|, @ 2 3, 5, 3 are Basic or Simple Vowels.

(b) The rest nine vowels Y, IT, 281, 6T, 6], &3, 62, 62, 66T 2T, %, %, T, T, 0, 3, oF, 3F are
Compound Vowels, composed of the three Simple vowels. e.g.

=N +AF=Q+Qor=2 +2.6=9+ Q6= +Fg= I
+ 9+ Q6= +2 6 =3 + 2R =3+ S+ 2
3:IT=33[+3~T;'$C=§+§;E=3'+3;Q=3?+§;Qv=3?+'5c;ﬁ=3?+3?+§;3ﬂ'=33{+3';
M =3+ ;3 =37+ 37+ 3

2. Compounding of Words
HHTH

1. In Tamil (@<g%®) Samasa, compound words are formed by (sandhi) linking two nouns with a third
noun, observing the above given sandhi rules.

ii. Like Sanskrit samasa, the words to be joined must be first put in their Nominative Singular forms
before joining them. And like the Sanskrit fatpurusha samasa, the first word qualifies the second word,

but the last word stands for the compound word. e.g. Heartache 2_eenLAGMHIT6Y

o_enenLn-GhT6Y ullam-novu Seeesd—A1g Heartache = 2 616N heart + GIHIT6Y ache. 2_6Y6MLO
Heart is the qualifier of the ache. Heart is the secondary word. Heart is the adjective of the word ache.

G[_I)ITG).| Ache is the primary word. Ache stands for the word heartache. i.e. Ache represents the
compound word and takes the gender and number suffixes. Secondary word can easily be replaced

with any other suitable noun or adjective, like 96’0761)—(‘5[5“6)4 headache, @cmu&@Lsi)—Gg,nm
stomachache, etc.
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