
Match each idiom with its meaning.

Know the ropes Getting a bad start on a 
relationship or task

Down to the wire When you already have it 
good and get something 
on top of what you already 
have

Off on the wrong foot To understand the 
details

Icing on the cake Anxious or nervous,     
especially in anticipation 
of something

At the drop of a hat To go from being very 
poor to being very 
wealthy

On pins and needles Something that ends at 
the last minute or last 
few seconds

From rags to riches Willing to do something 
immediately

Chip on his shoulder Angry today about     
something that 
occurred in the past

Idioms are phrases that aren't 
meant to be taken literally.
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Answers:

Know the ropes Getting a bad start on a 
relationship or task

Down to the wire When you already have it 
good and get something 
on top of what you already 
have

Off on the wrong foot To understand the 
details

Icing on the cake Anxious or nervous,     
especially in anticipation 
of something

At the drop of a hat To go from being very 
poor to being very 
wealthy

On pins and needles Something that ends at 
the last minute or last 
few seconds

From rags to riches Willing to do something 
immediately

Chip on his shoulder Angry today about     
something that 
occurred in the past

Idioms are phrases that aren't 
meant to be taken literally.
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