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Italian Regions

1. Divide your 
class in half. 
Give Matrix 
A to one half 
and Matrix B 
to the other

2. Matrix A 
pupils work 
in pairs on 
a different 
region each. 
There are 

four.

2. Matrix B 
pupils work in 

pairs on a 
different 

region each. 
There are 

four.

A1 - Italian Riviera

A2 - Adriatic Riviera

A4 - The South

B1 - Sicily

A3 - Tuscany and Rome

B4 - Mountains and Lakes

B3 - Sardinia

B2 - North Italian Plain

3. They jigsaw 
so that they 

form groups of 
four each with a 

different 
regional 

expertise and 
exchange 

information

3. They jigsaw 
so that they 

form groups of 
four each with a 

different 
regional 

expertise and 
exchange 

information

Double Jigsaw and Information Gap

Mrs. Miah is 

interested in 
art.

The W
illiams 

family would like 

to go 

somewhere where 

they can camp.

Rita 
Hind

och
a li

kes 

walk
ing

 an
d ro

ck 

clim
bing

.
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Italian Regions
Developed by Steve Cooke. A double jigsaw and clues activity.

The webaddress for this activity is;
http://www.collaborativelearning.org/italianregions.pdf
Last updated 25th June 2012

Basic principles:
1.  Build on prior knowledge.
2. Move from concrete to abstract.
3. Ensure everyone works with     
everyone else.
4. Extend social language into 
curriculum language.
5.Provide motivating ways to go 
over the same knowledge more 
than once.

Collaborative Learning = Oracy in Context
makes challenging curriculum accessible.
improves social relations in the classroom.
provides scaffolding for exploratory talk.

Good for all pupils!
Vital for EAL pupils!

COLLABORATIVE LEARNING PROJECT
Project Director: Stuart Scott
We support a network of teaching professionals to develop and disseminate 
accessible talk-for-learning activities in all subject areas and for all ages.
17, Barford Street, Islington, London N1 0QB UK   Phone: 0044 (0)20 7226 8885 
Website: http://www.collaborativelearning.org
 

If you can’t talk it, you won’t be able to write it!
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Italian Regions
Teacher Instructions
It is easiest to understand how to organise this series of activities if you understand that the final activity (solving the 
clues) requires a group whose members have all the information from both Matrix A and Matrix B between them.

1. Divide your 
class in half. 
Give Matrix 
A to one half 
and Matrix B 
to the other

2. Matrix A 
pupils work 
in pairs on 
a different 
region each. 
There are 

four.

2. Matrix B 
pupils work in 

pairs on a 
different 

region each. 
There are 

four.

A1 - Italian Riviera

A2 - Adriatic Riviera

A4 - The South

B1 - Sicily

A3 - Tuscany and Rome

B4 - Mountains and Lakes

B3 - Sardinia

B2 - North Italian Plain

3. They jigsaw 
so that they 

form groups of 
four each with a 

different 
regional 

expertise and 
exchange 

information

A1 - A2 - 
A3 - A4

A1 - A2 - 
A3 - A4

3. They jigsaw 
so that they 

form groups of 
four each with a 

different 
regional 

expertise and 
exchange 

information

B1 - B2 - 
B3 - B4

B1 - B2 - 
B3 - B4

4. They form A 
and B pairs or 

fours to solve the 
clues.

A - A - 
B- B

A - A - 
B- B

A - A - 
B- B

A - A - 
B- B
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Region Industry and 
farming

ClimateLandscapeLocation Tourist 
activities

Tuscany and 
Rome

Adriatic
Riviera

Italian
Riviera

The South

Matrix A
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Region Industry and 
farming

ClimateLandscapeLocation Tourist 
activities

Sardinia

Sicily

North Italian 
Plain

Mountains 
and Lakes

Matrix B
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Italy: Visiting the Regions Cluesheet

The Williams family would like to go 
somewhere where they can camp.

Rita Hindocha likes walking and rock 
climbing.

Mrs. O’Kane wants to go to the seaside.

Mrs. Miah is interested in art.

Kathy Bourne wants to go somewhere where 
the beaches are clean and sandy.

Italy: Visiting the Regions Cluesheet.

Mr. Milligan is interested in visiting some 
vineyards.

Sheila Johnson wants to go somewhere 
where it will be hot.

Jeff Bourne would like to investigate some 
pre-historic sites.

The Watson family want to spend some time 
walking in the mountains.

The Williams children would like to spend 
some time on the beach.


